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PART I. 



JRfww of the History of Ireland^ from the first Invasion of 
the £T\g^hy in the Tear eleven hundred and seventy. 



CHAP. I. 

BEFORE entering upon a detail of tbat unhappy struggle 
between the people of Ireland and Great Britain, which has dis- 
tracted and considerably impaired the population, consequently 
injured the trade and diminished the wealth, of the country ctf 
the former, we shall take a short retrospective view (that we 
may the better understand the nature of our subject) of its ge- 
neral history from the time of its first invasion by the English 
during the reign of Henry H. in the year one thousand one 
hundred and seventy, to the period more immediately connected 
ivith the principal object of our consideration. 

Tom by intestine dissentions, divided into a nimiber of weak 
and petty states, and harassed by the incessant invasions of the 
Danes, the people of Ireland, with the exception of a few reli* 
giouB devotees, continued later than most other European na- 
tions in a state of barbarian darkness and commotion. No law 
had any weight but that of force ; no tie extended further than 
the limits of the territory possessed by any particular sect or 
clan into which the people were divided; a chieftain distin- 
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10 REVIEW OP THE 

guisbed by strength of body, ferocity of manners, or superior 
skill in conducting a predatory band in quest of plunder, was 
the only object of their attachment and admiration. In such a 
state of society, acts of treachery and brutality abounded, which 
were not unfrequendy alleviated by noble instances of magna- 
nimity, benevolence and hospitality; virtues rarely to be met 
with in civilized life, but nearly peculiar to the ardent temper 
and elevated imagination of the savage. 

Meantime England, consolidated into one great and powerful 
kingdo^i, under the dominion of William I. commonly called 
the Ck)nqueror, and his successors, advanced rapidly in know- 
ledge, in civilization, and in strength, and began to be sensible 
of her consequence and importance on the theatre of Europe* 
Occupied previous to the reign of Henry II. with repelling the 
restless inroads of her neighbours the Scots, and attempts to re- 
duce them under her dominion, with defending and enlarging 
her possessions on the Continent, and with repressing domedtic 
animosities, she began under the administration of that great 
and politic, though not always fortunate prince, to turn her 
attention towards Ireland* ' The proximity of its situation to 
England, and the fertility of its soil were not overlooked by 
Henry, who was hXty sensible of the vast advantages which 
might accrue to his own kingdom from the conquest of the 
sbter island. 

Statesmen, to suit the purposes of their ambition, are seldom 
at a loss for plausible pretences to justify their undertakings ; 
but, at a time when the pq>es, taking advantage of the truly 
deplorable state of mental darkness in which mankind were in- 
volved, arrogated to themselves not only supreme authority over 
the spiritual concerns of the church, but the absolute disposal 
of die temporal a^airs of the worid, the consent of the bishop 
of Rome was deemed by Henry necessary to give a sanction to 
his projected enterprise. 

^wing, however, to the state of a£Eurs on the Continenti he 
was, for several years, obliged to suspend the execution of hit 
plan, thou^ the ambitious prelate, eager to extend the qihere 
of his own authority by having the Irish church reduced to a 
complete 4ependance on die see (^ Rome, issued a bull in the 
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ytsar obe diousand one hundred and fifty^six, authorising him 
to take poeacssiott of the country. This was presented to Henry, 
together with a ring, in token of his being invested with the 
flovereignty of Irehaid« 

While aSairs were ia this situation, however, Dermod Mac* 
Murchad, Irish provincial king of the countries of Ossory, 
Deciest smd other territories of Leinster, having seduced and 
carried off the wife of O^Bourke^ king of Bretfhey, while the 
latter waa absent on a pilgrimage, the husband csdled on Roderic 
O^Comior, king of G(»inaught, to assist him in punishing the 
Leinatrias prince* By dieir united efforts, and the defection of 
his own subjects^ who hated him for hi$ tyranny, ibermod was 
coH^Ued to fly, and to leave his mistress, together with his 
kingdom^ af the disposal of his enemies. Instigated by revenge, 
he fled, with rancour in his breast, to Guienne, in South France, 
where Henry then was ; a^d# prostrating himself at his feet, 
implored his paroteetion, and his assistance towards regaining 
his di^eunions; promising, should be succeed, to hold them in 
tasaalage of the crown of En^and. 

Hemy saw at once the benefit that might accrue from this 
occurrence ; smd, encouraging the fugitive prince by the most 
courteous demeanour, accepted his vassalage, and held out to 
him hope& of vigorous support. As his situation would not 
at that time allow his personal interference in his behalf, he 
presented him with letters of credence^ addressed to his ow» 
subfecta, permitting them to enter into the servi^ of the mo- 
tuffch of Leinster. 

With tfiese h^ departed to England, and published them in 
Briatbl, tiien the principal pott of communicatiim between Eng- 
land and Ireland. There he remaned a whole mcmth without 
a prospect of gaining succour, and had begun to despair of re** 
storation, when lUchard, earl of Pembroke, sumamed Strong* 
bow, on account of his feats of archery, distinguished no lese 
by his affiibility and generosity than by his military talents, but 
who was estranged from the royal favour and of dissipated for- 
.tune^ was pointed out to Mm as Ukely to close with bia prbpo* 
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He accordingly pressed Richard.to espouse his cause, and even 
promised to give him his daughter Eva in marriage, and to 
make him heir to his dominions. Overcome by such seducing 
oflR^rs, the earl promised to assist him with a considerable force 
in the ensuing spring, provided he could obtain from Henry his 
particular licence and approbation. 

Conceiving that by this negociation he had effectually seciu^ 
the recovery of his territories, Dermod immediately proceeded 
to St, Davids in South Wales, intending to return by that course 
privately to Ireland, and there to await in silence the arrival of 
his ally with a force to support him* During his journey, he 
had the good fortune to add to his adherents, Robert Fitzste- 
phen, governor of Cardigan, a magnanimous, brave, and skilful 
soldier, eminent for loyalty, whom Rice-ap-Griffith, a Welch 
chieftain, who commanded in the country about Pembroke, had 
imprisoned, that he might not be in a situation to oppose an in- 
tended revolt against Henry. To Fitzstephen and to his mater- 
nal brother, Maurice Fitzgerald, Dermod bound himself to 
cede the town of Wexford, with a large portion of land, as 
soon as he should be fairly re-established. 

After receiving their solemn protestations to join him in the 
i(pring with their followers, he set sail with his Irish train and 
a few Welch adventurers, and landed without being observed 
on the Irish coast, about the end of the year one thousancl one 
himdred and sixty-nine. 

. Punctual to his engagements, Fitzstephen, together M-^ith 
Maurice de Prendergarst, sailed from Wales in the beginning 
of May one thousand one hundred and seven^; and making 
his appearance on the Southern coast of Wexford, disembarked 
his forces, consisting of forty knights, sixty men in armour, and 
five hundred archers, in the bay of Bannow, twelve miles from 
the town of Wexford, which, after he had been joined by Der- 
mod, surrendered to his arms, though not before the garrison 
had sustained a vigorous assault. 

Havhig received a further reinforcement by the arrival of 
Fitesgeraldv I)ermod's power was so considerably increasedf 
that he was enabled to reduce the lord of Ossory, whose ter^ 
litories^ together with those of Decies and Glandelagh, he had 
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ravaged and laid waste : and even 0*Connor, who made his 
appearance against him with a numerous army, consisting of 
the troops of Connaught, Breffbey, Thomond, and some lords 
of Leinster, afraid to risk a battle, was obliged to come to an 
accommodation, and to acknowledge him as king of Leinster ; 
on condition that he did homage for his dominions, that he in- 
troduced no more British adventurers into Ireland, actfl that he 
delivered up his favourite son as an hostage for the performance 
of the treaty. 

After receiving the submission of Dublin, and giving his 
daughter in marriage to Donald O'Brien, prince of Thomond, 
who consequently renounced his allegiance to O^Connor, and 
united his fortunes to those of his father-in-law, Dermod began, 
notwithstanding the late treaty, to aspire to sovereign power, 
and to plot the downfal of the king of Connaught. 

To secure the accomplishment of this great object, he dis- 
patdied pressing solicitations to the earl of Pembroke to hasten 
his preparations, who accordingly, notwithstanding a peremptory 
mandate from Henry to desist from the enterprise, set sail with 
an army of between two and three hundred knights, and about 
thirteen hundred archers, and arrived in the vicinity of Water- 
tordj in the month of August, one thousand one hundred and 
seventy-one. In conjunction with Raymond le Gross, i nephew 
of Fitzstephen, whom he had sent before him with the van- 
guard, he advanced immediately to the attack, of that city. 
Though twice repulsed by the garrison, he returned a third 
time to the assault with determined valour, and having succeed- 
ed in making a breach, rushed with irresistible impetuosity into 
the town, putting all, without distinction, to the sword, till the 
arrival of Derniod put a period to the slaughter. After con- 
summating the nuptials of the earl with Eva, Dermod's daugh- 
ter, according to their original stipulation, the chieftains marched 
with their united forces to chastise an insurrection of the citizens 
of Dublin, and to oppose O'Connor, who had assembled an 
army of about tweitty thousand men. Intimidated by the for- 
midable appearance of the British troops, the forces of thfe 
king of Connaught returned home. Dublin was taken by as- 
sault,, and n](any of the iiJiabitants slaughtered or drowned in 
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Ae Liffey ; while Hesculf Mac-Torcal, the governot, vr'pSx de* 
vera! others, having escaped on board sonre ships, fled to die 
Hebrides. StPongbow was invested with the lordship of Dub* 
fin, whence he marched into Meath, carrying slaughter and 
devastation in his train. 

The Irish, accustomed only to desultory war&re, incapafafe 
of making a long continued efibrt to resist their enenrns, anA 
not politic enough to unite in their own defence, afftear, aefter 
various vicissitudes of fortune, to have been unflble to cope 
with the steady valour and discipline of the British adventurers, * 
who rapidly gained fresh confederates and fresh ground in the 
island. Henry, however, who indeed had forbid Strongbow^tf 
departure for Ireland, grown jealous of his success, issued a 
mandate, enjoining all his subjects in that country instantly to 
return home under penalty of high treason, prohibiting all sup* 
plies to be conveyed to them from his own kingdom, and ex- 
pressed in high terms his disapprobation of dieir proceecUngs. 
Deprived, by this jealous act of his sovereign, of sSi assistanee 
from abroad, deserted, in consequence, by many of Ins knightsi 
and their followers, who obeyed the order of their sovereigbj 
and abandoned, after the death of Dermod which quickly kA^ 
lowed, by the greater part of his Irish alties, the eari experienced 
a nearly fatal reverse of fortune. 

OK>>nnor, taking advantage of his destitute situation^ aided 
by the exertions of Lawrence OTool, archbbhop of Dubliii, 
who flew from chief to chief, exhorting them to seize so fair an 
c^portunity to expel the invaders, mustered an army staied at 
thirty thousand men, and invested him in Dublin with his Whole 
force, while a fleet of thirty Danish vesseb blockaded the har- 
bour. Fatigued by unceasing watchfulness during a siege of t#o 
months, oppressed by famine and disease, the garrison was re- 
duced to the last extremity, and having no hope of succour, 
were compelled to make overtures of accommodation. By the 
advice of 0*Tool, their proposals were rejected, die besiegers 
declaring that no terms would be listened to which had not Ibr 
their basis the total evacuation of the country by fhe Biritons. 
An animated speech made by Maurice Fitzgerald deteniuned 
the English troops : ^ If we must £gdV^ said he, ^ let k nolf be 
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bjr ibe handft of a treacherous and revengeful foe, after we shall 
llanre put ourselves into their power : let us rather, while the|r 
Suacy us sunk in despondence^ rush on their entrenchments, and 
die, as we have lived, the terror of our bau-barian enemiesJ' 
His magnanimous spirit was caught by the assemUy* Next 
day an assault, rendered furious by desperation, was unexpect- 
cdly made upon the assailants. It was pointed at the quarter 
where O^Connor conunanded in person. The onset was impe* 
toous, irresistiUe ; the rout instantaneous ! 0<Connor wus 
obliged to ming^ half naked with his flying trocps, who were 
pursued with terrible slaughter. The other Irish chieftains^ 
witnesses of the disaster of their leader, retired with the utmost 
precipitation, leaving the British masters of the field, of an im- 
sicttse booty, and of provisions sufficient to support them du- 
i^g a whole year; The JDanish fleet also withdrew, leaving 
^ sea as well as the land open to the success^ adventurers. 

Mean time Fitzstephen was closely besieged by the Wexfor- 
dians in die forttress of Carrick, which he himself had built near 
. thdr city* Though supported by only a very slender garrisoUf 
he repeatedly repulsed them with great slaughter. Unable to 
stonn die fcnrtiess, the Wexfordians tiad recourse to the most 
execrable, perfidious, and despicable means of success, perhaps 
ever recorded in the annals of any country. In a parley they 
assured Fitzstephen that Boderic O^Connor had taken Dublin 
by storm, 4md that he had put the whole garrison to the sword : 
Tbqr represented to him tiiat it would be vain to think of re- 
sistance when he should approach to make the same execution 
at Carrick : They declared themselves to be impressed with 
such respect for his virtues, that^ if he would but surrender 
himself to them, they would ship him and his followers for 
"Wale^, in order that they might escape the resentment of the 
vengeful prince. Two bishops, dressed in their pontifical robes^ 
aolemnly swore to their truth, laying at the same time their 
hands on the cross, on the host, and on the adored relics of 
^ints. Fitestephen fell a victim to their perfidy. He accepted 
fbeir tenpiSf and was immediately thrown into chains ; while 
many of 1ms companions expired under the horrible and inhu- 
nafi tortures which the malignant fury of their captors inflicted 
on them. 
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Scrongbow, who^ the day previous to that on which he rcnited 
O^Connor before Dublin, had received from Donald Kevanah, 
one of the few Irish chieftains who continued firm in his at- 
tachment to the English^ intelligence of the danger of Carrick^ 
inarched immediately to its relief. He narrowly escaped de- 
struction from an ambuscade, in passing through a defile ih the 
territory of Hi-drone, in the modem county of Carlow. At 
BO great distance from Wexford, he received the mortifying 
information of Fitzstephen*s captivity, together with a threat 
from the captors, who had burned their city and retired to aa 
islet in the harbour, that, if he attempted any thing against 
them, they would without mercy put their few remaining pri- 
soners to death. Alarmed for their safety, he immediately turn- 
ed aside from Wexford, add directed his course towards Ferns ^ 
^e regal seat of the monarchs of Leinster, where, after he 
had punished several of his enemies, and established some 
useful regulations, he received a special summons from Henry 
to appear and answer for his conduct : a summons which he did 
not think it prudent to disobey ; but, appointing governors in 
his absence, repaired instandy to England. 

Inconsiderable as the restoration of Dermod, a criminal and 
exiled prince, to his principality, may at first view appear, yet, 
as the consequences of the invasion occasioned by his applica- 
tion to a few Welch adventurers, were far from being unim- 
portant, we have been particular in tracing the progress of his 
arms and those of his allies. History, not satisfied with merely 
relating facts, disdains not to descend to the most minute and 
remote occurrences, estimating their importance, not by their 
real magnitude, but by the effects they are likely to have pro- 
duced on the state of the period to which her attention is more 
immediately directed, and by the light which they may throw 
on the subject of her consideration. 

We shall now endeavour to pursue the progress of the English 
arms and policy, during a period more brilliant, indeed, but 
productive, for a considerable length of timcj of consequences 
less obvious, and of advantages less solid, than reasonably 
might have been expected to follow the successful period we 
have just had under our observation. Considered a^ an alien 
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from the consdtutipn of that country of which it has 'become a 
member, depressed by the iron hand of . powers through the in* 
solence and rapacity of governors unacquainted with the genius^ 
the manners, and the disposition of its people, unhappy Ireland 
has been upwards of six centuries the scene of bloodshed and 
desolation^ The contracted views of those placed at the head 
of its administration, by causing them to be treated in general 
as objects of suspicion^ rather than with the liberality due to a 
free people living under the protection of a free govemmenty 
havcy instead of bring^g the Irish to be peaceable and useful 
members of that community to which they appertain, rendered 
them turbulent and involuntary subjects^ ready at all times to 
aiin against those whom they esteem their oppressors, and to 
plunge themselves into all the miseiWy the inconceivable hor* 
mn^ of a civil war* 
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HENRT, previous to the recal of Strongbow, had been en- 
gaged in a dangerous contest with one of his own subjects^ 
Becket, whom he had raised to the archbishopric of Canterbury. 
Instigated by the pope, Adrian III* the same who granted to 
Henry the sovereignty of Ireland, the archbishop had pertina- 
ciously exposed the constitutions of Clarendon, whereby the 
civil was declared independent on the ecclesiastical authority. 
Incensed by his insolence and ingratitude, Henry, amongst other 
passionate exclamations^ was overhead to complain that no 
one had attempted to rid his sovereign of the turbulent and re- 
fractory prelate. Four of his knights, zealously attached to 
the person of their monarch, imagining they could not better 
display their promptitude in his service, silently quitted France, 
where Henry then was, and making all speed to England, as- 
sassinated tl)e archbishop in church, while performing his duty 
at the altar. Henry was stunned by the intelligence of this 
atrocious deed, which threatened to arm the papal power for 
his destruction. By his great abilities, however, he frustrated 
the designs of his enemies at the court of Rome, and having 
brought matters to an accommodation, he at length found leis- 
ure to attend to the state of Ireland, and, after his return to* 
England) had summoned Strongbow^ as we formerly observed, 
to i^pear and answer for his conduct. 

The earl watted on the king at Newnham, near Gloucester, 
and surrendering to him his territory round Dublin and his 
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maritime fortresses^ was, by the Intercession of his uncle, Her* 
vey de Mountmorres, received iato the royal favour, and per- 
mitted to retain all his other Irish possessions under Henry and 
his heirs for ever. 

Henr}% now determined to push his personal expedition to 
Ireland with the utmost vigour, accompanied by the earl, pro- 
ceeded through South Wales to Pembroke, seizing the castles 
of many Welch chieftains in his route : and at length having 
completed his preparations, set sail from Milford Haven with 
a fleet of two hundred and forty vessels and about-five thousand 
men. He arrived in the harbour of Waterford, on the feast of 
fit. Luke, in October, one thousand one hundred and seventy- 
two. Destitute of a common interest to unite them in their 
own defence, and already dispirited by the successes of the first 
adventurers, the Irish made little or no resistance to the king of 
£ngland. His progress resembled more the procession of a 
trium[^iant prince through his own dominions than the m»*ch 
of an invading army. The chieftains flocked eageriy from all 
quarters to make their obeisance : he had only to accept their 
homage* ^ The men of Wexford waited on him soon after his 
landing, and delivered up their prisoner, Fitzstephen, whom 
they represented as a traitor. He was afterwards pardoned ; 
and surrendering to Henry the town of Wexford, was remstated 
in his other possessions. The grandeur of Henry, his conde- 
scension, his munificence, seem to have made great impression 
on the minds of the Irish chieftains, his new subjects, whom h« 
magnificently entertained during the feast of Christmas in an 
immense fabric erected for the purpose in the suburbs of Dub- 
lin ; while William Fitzandelm and Hugh de Lacey were dis- 
patched with a body of troops against O^Connor of Connaught^ 
and O'Nial, the powerful prince of Ulster, who declined sub- 
mission. 

As the inclemency of the season prevented the reduction of 
these monarchs, Henry summoned the clergy and the lords who 
had made their submission to meet at Cashel, in order to take 
into consideration the affairs of the church, the ostensible object 
of his invasion. By this convention Henry was solemnly ac- 
knowledged sovereign of Ireland : The clergy were declared 
independent cf the civil magistrate in criminal cases, and their 
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lands exempted from secular taxes : But the most important 
decree passed by this assembly, a decree which, notwithstanding 
the violent shocks by which the country has been convulsed, 
has continued unremittingly to exert its force, was that whereby 
the Irish churches were reduced to a similarity with that of 
England, consequently to a dependance on the see of Rome* 

After having been about six months in Ireland, during which 
period he had made several regulations for the government of 
his new dominions^ and was preparing to subdue by his arms 
the whole isfamd, he was unexpectedly summoned, before he 
had even seoired those conquests he had already made, to ap- 
pear before Albert and Theodine in Normandy^ two cardinals 
whom the pope had appointed to investigate the causes of the 
murder of Becket, under pain of excommunication and an in- 
terdict on his dominions, acts of spiritual power, which, during 
the melancholy reign of bigotry and ignorance, were sufficient 
to convulse the greatest states, and to shake to their bases the 
thrones of the mightiest monarchs ! Henry, alarmed at the 
danger with which he was threatenedf made some hasty ar- 
rangements for the government of the country during, his ab- 
sence. He appointed Hugh de Lacy chief governor, and in- 
vested him with the lordship of the territory of Meath, and 
empowering the chancellor with several others to elect another 
chief governor in case of de Lacy's deaths hastened his departure . 
from Wexford and made the best of his way to Normandy, 
where the two cardinals were expecting his arrival* 

Henry was obliged to leave his new dominions in a very un- 
setded state* That part of Ireland already possessed by the 
British, which) afterwards extended, consisted of the counties 
of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and Uriel, together with the cities 
of CJork, Limericky and Waterford, formed what was called the 
English Faicf had the advantage of the same laws with England* 
The inhabitants of the remainder, including those who had 
made their submission, continued to live under the same form 
of government as before. They professed allegiance to Henry : 
Their native independance and ferocity were in reality the 
same as ever* The English setders quickly felt the evil con- 
sequences of this unorganized state of the country* The chief- 
tains who bad so lately sworn allegiance to the crown of Eng- 
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land rose every where in arms ; while Menry was so far from 
being able to give any assistance towards reducing them to 
submission, that he was obliged to draw off great part of the 
troops already stationed in Irekmd, in order to suppress the 
unnatural rebellion of his own sons. Strongbow^ as soon as he 
learned the danger of his sovereign, had hasted to Normandy 
to his assistance, which mark of loyalty and attachment to his 
person so highly gratified Henry, that he sent him back to Ire- 
land as chief governor, «k1 invested him with discretionary 
powers for the government of its turbulent affairs* On his re- 
turn [1 1 74] he found the troops so prejudiced against their leader; 
Hervey de Mountmorres^ that he was obliged to deprive him 
•f his command, 'and to substitute in his place Raymond le ' 
Crross, whom they importunately demanded for their general. 
This valiant soldier immediately began to act with vigour. 
With his litde army he ravaged Ofally and Lismore, and gra- 
tified the rapacity of his followers with the acquisition of con- 
siderable plunder* Having shipped his booty on board several 
small vessels, he marched along the coast on his return towards 
Waterford. • In this situation he was attacked both by sea and 
land, but obtained a complete victory on both elements. 

Elated by his success in this and other expeditions^ Ra3rmond 
demanded Strongbow's daughter Basilia in marriage, which the 
eari coldly refused. Indignant at a denial which he thought 
his services had not merited, le Gross gave in his resignation 
and returned to Wales. Mountmorres was again invested with 
the chief command. A body of troops, however, on its march 
to join him at Cashel, was intercepted at Thurles by 0*Brien 
of Thomond, and driven back with the loss of four hundred 
men. Alarmed by this misfortime, and the general revolt of 
of the Irish chiefbuns, who, not ' excepting even the hitherto 
faithful Donald Kevanagh, every where took amis, the carl 
was obliged to retreat with precipitation to Waterford, whence 
he sent solicitations to Raymond to return to Ireland, promising, 
should he comply, to bestow on him his daughter. 

Flattered by this invitation, Raymond immediatly set sail. 
His arrival was fortunate ; as the inhabitants of Waterford had 
prentedttated a general massacre of the English, which was 
^only prevented by the appearance of his fleet in the harbour at 
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the moment of its intended execution* On the day succeeding 
that of his nuptials with Basilia^ which were solemnized at 
Wexford, he, together with his father-in-law, marched into 
Meath ag^nst O^Connor, who had suddenly crossed the Shan-« 
non and ravaged the country, demolishing at the same time the 
fortresses of the English. By the defection of several chief- 
tains, Rodcric was forced to retreat, and was pursued by Ray- 
mond with considerable slaughter* Leinster being thus reduced 
to temporary quiet, the victorious commanders turned their 
arms against North Munster, where the British standard was 
again crowned with Access* 

Meantime O^Connor^ justly incensed at the fickleness and 
perfidy of his compatriots, resolved to save at least his own 
province, by making a timely submission to the king of Eng- 
land. For this purpose he dispatched to Henry, whose affairs 
had by this time assumed a prosperous appearance, he having 
reduced to obedience his unnatural sons and vanquished the ef- 
forts of their ungenerous allies^ three deputies^ with offers to do 
homage for his kingdom of Connaught, and to pay a tribute aft 
an acknowledgment of the sovereignty of Henry. The king 
received them at Windsor, and accepting the terms proposed, 
permitted the monarch of Connaught to retain in full all his 
possessions, and his nominal tide of king of Ireland, with the 
exception of the territory possessed by the English* 

The warfare of the odier Irish chieftains continued* OBrien 
of Thomond besieged Limerick [1176,] and on the march of 
Raymond to its relief with about five hundred men and a body 
of auxiliaries furnished by the lords of Ossory and Glandelagh^ 
endeavoured to intercept him by posting his forces in a defile 
near CashcL But Raymond at the head of his five hundred 
men, while his Irish confederates stood spectators of the en- 
gagement, prepared to side with whichever party should prove 
the stronger, forced his entrenchments and compelled him to 
pve hostages for his submission* He then turned his arms 
against the son of Mac-Arthy, prince of Desmond, who had de- 
prived his father of his principaHty, and thrown him into prison* 
He reinstated the injured prince on his throne, and received a 
tract of land as a recompence for his services* He had scarce 
accomplished this laudable achievement, when he received in- 
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fqiiQation thgt his father-in-law, the brave, generous, and mag- 
nanimous Strongbow, had died in Dublin in consequence of a 
mortification of his foot, whither he immediately hastened, leav-r 
ing Limerick in custody of O^Brien, who, notwithstanding he 
took a solemn oath to guard it for the king of England, set it 
on fire as soon as Raymond departed* 

ITie jealousy of Henry had been excited to such a degree 
by the envious misrepresentations of Mountmorres, that, previ* 
ous to Raymond's expedition for the relief of Limerick, he had 
sent over four commissioners to summon him to appear before 
him. The extreme urgency of affairs^ however, as the troops 
refused to march under any other leader, had induced them to 
suspend the execution of their commission ; and they were now^ 
after a thorough investigation, so well convinced of the mjurjr 
"Vhich had been done to his character, that, with the coucur*r 
rence of the council, they consented to his being appointed 
successor to Strongbow. The king, however, notwithstanding 
their favourable report, being still diffident, refused to confirm 
his appointment) and deputed ITVilliam Fitzandelm chief go* 
vemor, a sordid, insolent, and r^acions man, every way unfit 
for the high station to which he was exalted, and who was more 
intent on filling his own coffers, than on attending to the wel* 
fiare of the colony. By Fitzandelm was convened at Water- 
ford [1177] an assembly of the clergy, wherein the brief of 
pope Alexander, confirming the bull of Adrian which declared 
Henry lord of Ireland was promulgated, denouncing tremend* 
ous anathemas upon all who should refuse to acknowledge his 
sovereignty. Alter the transaction of this and some other busi- 
nessr the new chief governor proceeded, by dint of cunnings 
to deprive the original adventurers of their possessions, thereby 
gratifying the avaricious desires of himself and his herd of venal 
dependaxits. Seversd of the most adventurous, went in conse- 
quence in quest of new settlements^ and the territories of the 
dynast of Ulster presented a wide field for their enterprizing 
ambition. Others, after being stripped of all they possessed 
most vajuable, were compelled eitlier to mix with the native 
Irish, or to remain with the colony, in hopes of better days, 
when their sovereign should become sensible of the treatment 
which their services had deserved. In the mean time they 
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were burdened widi all the labours of defending the cobny^ 
'Fitzandelm and his myrmidons keeping aloof from danger^ and 
spending his time in revelry and debauch, equally careless of 
the interest of his charge and the honour of his prince. The 
colony, under his evil administration, necessarily declined with 
the utmost rapidity ; until his conduct being at length represen- 
ted to Henry in its genuine colours, he was removed and Hu£^ 
de Lacy appointed to<6Ucceed him. 

During the wise and vigorous government of de Lacy the 
settlement again assumed a flourishing appearance. He labour- 
ed to repair its losses with unremitting assiduity, and might 
have succeeded in establishing the English power in Ireland 
upon a solid basis, had not the interested and malicious calum- 
nies of his enemies caused the government to be transferred 
from his hands to Philip de Braosa, whose oppressive and ty- 
rannical administration nearly brought total ruin and excision 
upon the colony. 

The rule of his successor promised at its beginning a more 
happy issue. Prince John, the youngest of the sons of Hemy, 
was sent over attended by a considerable force and a well furr 
nished train of courtiers and expectants. Intimidated by his 
formidable preparations, and dazzled by the lustre of his ap- 
pearance, the chieftains, even those who had been most re-* 
markable for enmity to the English, came eagerly forward to 
be received into favour. But when they made their appearance 
and advanced with cordiality to kiss the prince's hands, they 
were, instead of being received with the respect they thought 
their due, rudely pushed back by the attendants and young 
lords, who gazed with Astonishment upon their Irish garb, 
their uncouth manners, and bushy beards, and at length, in 
childish sport, began to push them about from side to side. 
This impolitic conduct was followed by very disastrous conse- 
quences. The chieftains left the presence with smothered rage, 
indignant at the gross affront which had been put upon them. 
Burning with resentment and the desire of revenge, they in- 
stigated others to espouse their cause, and in a short time the 
flames of war were kindled all round, and directed from evexy 
quarter against the colony. 
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Buring tlie short time Hugh de Ijacy was in office, M ilo de 
Gogan, one of tlie early adventurers, was treacherously mur- 
dered by Mac-Hre, an Irishman, whom he Had esteemed his 
firmest friend, and the worthy Fitzstephen, the first English 
leader who had set foot in Ireland, stunned by tfale intelligence 
of this melancholy event, lost his reason and died of grie^. 
Most of those who had contributed to establish the power of 
Henry m the island either were cut off by perfidy, or, neglected, 
by their sovereign^ had the mordficadon to see others enjoy the 
Best fruits of all their toils and dangers. Their descendants in 
general proved v^nworthy of their virtues^ and disgraced their 
fiames by acts of die blackest atrocity* The following instance 
may suffice to shew ^e abyss of depravity into which they 
sank. Richard de Clare, son of the illustrious Strongbow, hav- 
ing unfortunately by his lofty demeanour incurred the jealousy 
of Heniyin. was banished to Ireland; but returning thence 
widi a numerous band of followers, he siezed and fordfied his 
casde of Pembroke. This bold action alarmed the king so mudu 
that, dreading his power, he made a show of receiving him 
into favour. Having afterwards, however, entered into a con- 
federacy to expel the king's foreign favourites, he brought upon 
himself the implacable resentment of Philip des Roches, bishop 
of Winchester and prime minister. The malignant prelate 
immediately laid a plot for hi^ destrucdon ; and sending over 
letters under the great seal, signed by himself and eleven others, 
ofiered to Maurice Fitzgerald, the chief governor, son of the 
same Maurice who by his magnanimity had caused the rout of 
OKJonnor before Dublin, to two sons of d? Lacy, and to Gkoffiry 
de Maurisco and some other barons, all the Irish estates of 
lUchard, provided they seized bis person and sent him dead or 
alive to the king. They blushed not to enter into the conspi- 
racy, and immediately began to take steps for putting it into 
execution. For this purpose Maurisco invited' him over to 
Ireland on pretence of defending his property. On his arrival^ 
feignmg a zealous attachment to his person, he advised him to 
render himself master of the whole country, and to establish a 
power independant on Britain^ The earl fell into the snare, 
and immediately began to act offensively. The other conspiring 
l^arons opposed him : but affecting to come into bis views, 

D 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 REVIEW OP THE, &c. 

agreed to hold a conference on the plains of Kildare, where 
Richard and Maurisco met them. This was the favourable 
moment for putting an end to the scene* Waving the ostensi- 
ble cause of their meeting, the conspirators demanded a^ truce, 
which Richard refusing to grant, they declared that that moment 
should determine the business with the sword. At the onset 
of the two parties, Maurisco deserted with eighty followers^ 
leaving the earl with only fifteen^ when the degenerate Jiordst 
rushing on the son of their fathers' companion in arms, threw 
him from his horse and inflicted a stab in his back of which he 
died in a few days. 
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HAVING thus seen, even during the reign of one of its 
wisest monarchs, the short-sighted policy of England towards 
Ireland doing every thing which might prove detrimental to 
her interest there, by the removal of governors qualified to 
promote her influence and the interruption of plans which tended 
to establish her power, we shall pass in silence over a period of 
near four hundred years, from the reign of Henry II. to the 
Reformation, a period distinguished by no event worthy of 
particular notice, but remarkable for the uniform detestation in 
which the ccdony was held by the native Irish. During that 
long period^ the eye of the historian can meet with no scenes 
except those of the most ruthless warfare, mutual perfidy, 
wretchedness, and desolation. Every advantage was alternately 
seized by the English and Irish to extend or contract the limits 
of the Pale* Their success was various : but implacable rage, 
famine, and every species of evil arising from mutual hatred 
and mutual barbarism, uniformly marked the progress of either 
party. Discord,** extended her influence over the whole island, 
not only established her empire betwixt the primitive inhabitants 
and the new setders, but inflamed the members of each division 
against each other. The Irish chieftains waged incessant war 
against their compatriots : The great barons of the English co- 
lony were ev^ ready to fly to arms, as resentment, the prospect 
of plunder, or the desire of revenge, stimulated them to take the 
idd against one another. But whatever excited them to as«» 
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semble their followers^ the community invaiiably suffered. The 
most insignificant occurrence was sufficient pi^ttext for the 
chieftains to enter the Pale : The colonists never were at a loss 
for pretences to make an attack upon thtm. The submissiona 
of the bish were frequent, sometimes abject; but alw^s pre* 
carious, and never lasted longer than the English forces main* 
tained a decided superiority. These evils were increased by 
die depredations of lawless bands of Scots whp landed frequently 
on the coast, wasdng and destroying the country wheresoever 
theip arms enabled them to penetrate. During the reign <^ 
Robert Bruce, an army was senc over under the command of 
liis brother, to attempt to wrest the island from the hands of the 
English. Bruce landed in Ulster, and having ravaged the 
whole of that province, proceeded southward as far as DubUn, 
marking his progress, like a devouring plague, by every calai- 
snity which fire and sword could indict. 

Such, in short, was the multitude of auctions to which this 
ill-fated country was doomed, during the reigns of sixteen Eng- 
lish princes, that its inhabi^ti) were reduced not unfrequentl^ 
to feed upoQ grass, leaves, and even, hideous nouzishment! the 
Aesh of their fellow-creatures. On turning aside from scenes 
so shocking to humanity, gladly would we present prospects of 
a more pleasing nature. The sixteenth century, celebrated ffH* 
the intellectual lig^t which then burst forth in all it9 splendoiiur 
upon Eiu-ope, we should have expected to disfday a striking 
contrast to the dismal period we have past: But^ alas! the 
miseries of unhappy Ireland were not yet arrived to a termina- 
tion. To the hatred occasioned by the -unseasonable aggres- 
sions of the English has been added fuel by the rancour of 
religious persecution: and if the Irish, when only temporal 
concerns were in question, were actuated by such inveterate en- 
mity tows^ds the English, to what a pitch must their hatred 
have been increased, when religion and bigotry gave fr^ 
poignancy to their feelings ! 

At the accession of Henry Vlll. to the throne, the cobny 
had arrived to a degree of prosperity comparatively great to 
what it had formerly experienced. Under the sdministratioa 
of several successive governors, however, it irelapsed with ra- 
pidity into its former stale of ana^hy and weakness. Theeiyrl 
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of Kildare wa» appointed lord deputy, and confirmed in his 
authority beyond the reach of opposition. He abused the power 
wkh which he was entrusted ; and putting himself at the head 
of a rapacious rabble, employed them to the annoyance of those 
whom he was appointed to protect. He formed intimate con« 
siections with the most powerful of the Irish chieftains : He 
kept die colonists at a distance from his person ; and appears to 
haire considered the high authority with which he was entrusted 
merely as a fit instrument for the purpose of establishing his 
own personal influence. He continued much longer in office 
dian any of his predecessors ; but, disdaining to bend his haughty 
apirit to suit the views of cardinal WoUey, the king's ministei* 
aad favourite, he was by the influence of that prelate and the 
intrigues of the Butlers, the noble family of Ormond, together .r 
with the complaints of tfie real friends to government in the ^ 
CfAoay^ ordered to vest the administration in the hands of some^ '^^^ 
person for whom he should be responsible, and to repair in- * 
stantly to England. Kildare unfortimately entrusted this im^- '^ 
pcntant charge to his son^ lord Thomas Fitzgerald, a gallant 
and accomplished youth, affable, generous, well qualified to 
^un the affections of the people, but impressed with notions *^ 
rather exalted of the consequence and grandeur of his family. 
Immediately after his father's landing in England, he was ar- 
rested and committed to the Tower ; and false reports were 
qiread iri>road that he had there been beheaded. The impetuous 
lord Thomas, struck with filial grief by this supposed outrage, 
and inflamed by rage and indignation, instantly threw up his 
commission of deputy, and boldly renouncbg his allegiance, de- 
iJared war against his sovereign in open rebellion. Several 
other chieftains espoused his cause, and their united forces put 
themselves in so formidable a situation that alarming apprehen- 
uons were entertained by the government party. The temerity 
and inexperience of lord Thomas, however, rendered fruitless 
all their efforts. Sir William Skeffington, who was appointed 
lord lieutenant and sent over with a considerable reinforcement, 
succeeded in completely quelling the insurrection. Tht con- 
federates of lord Thomas made their submissions and were re- 
stored to their possessions : he himself was promised a full 
pardon if he wouijil g^ve himself up. His confidence proved 
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his destruction. Placing implicit reliance on the faith of Henry, 
he went over to England, but was treacherously seized and sent 
to the Tower. Lord Grey, successor to Skeffington, was or- 
dered to seize the five uncles of lord Thomas, and cause 
them to be conveyed prisoners to London. He invited them for 
this purpose to a banquet, and after sumptuously entertaining 
them, perfidiously arrested their persons. Though three of 
these had decidedly opposed the rebellion, a\id all of them were 
cntided to pardon by tlie treaty concluded with the rebels, Hen- 
ry ordered the whole to be executed as traitors with their ne- 
phew, and vowed destruction to the whole race of Kildare. Ge- 
rald, however, brother to lord Thomas, a boy only twelve years 
old, was by the vigilance of his guardians secretly conveyed o\it 
of the kingdom to cardinal Pole in Italy^the determined enemy 
of Henry; and under his protection he lived to regain the ho- 
nours and estates of his illustrious family. Kildare himself 
died of grief for his son's rebellion and the fatal consequences 
by which it was followed. 

Considering the suppression of this revolt as a new conquest 
of the island, Henry was about to have proceeded to lengths 
which might have produced the most fatal consequences, pro- 
posing it as a question whether he had not a right to seize the 
whole property, spiritual and temporal, of the countr}', notwith- 
standing many, both within and without the Pale, had contri- 
buted vigorously to the reduction of lord Thomas. This im- 
politic conduct, together with his unjust and cruel treatment of 
the Kildare family one of the most powerful and popular in 
Ireland, brought on him the detestation of the whole people, 
and was particularly incautious at a period when he was pre- 
paring to affect important changes in the system of religion, 
changes which require all the energies of a sovereign well be- 
loved by his people to accomplish. 

The vigorous administration of Grey, who laboured to for- 
ward the designs of Henry, for bringing about a partial refor- 
uiation of the church, and having himself acknowledged its su- 
preme head on earth, and whose zeal for his service carried him 
not unfrcqucndy beyond the bounds of justice and honour, met 
with the reward which might be expected from a king who rc- 
, sembled in tyranny too many of those who have been distin- 
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guished by th^e same title* By the intrigues of the Butlers and 
the enmity of church zealots, he was imprisoned on a variety 
of frivolous and groundless charges. Conscious of the tjrranny 
of Henry, whose unjust measures he himself had assisted to 
put in execution against others, his courage, for which he was 
eminent in the field, forsook him at a juncture that required 
him to summon it all forth to his support. Relying on his 
many and eminent ser%'ices to secure the good dispositions of 
his sovei^ign, he declined a trial, pleaded guilty, and threw 
himself on the clemency of the king, who, with no less ingrati- 
tude than cruelty and injustice, ordered him to be beheaded. 

The government, meantime, reaped the benefits of his exer- 
tions. The chieftains came so eagerly forward that Sir Anthony 
St. Leger, the lord deputy, was busied receiving their profes- 
sions of submission. The earl of Desmond, who had hitherto 
held high privileges, voluntarily renounced them, threw off the 
supremacy of the pope, and gave up his son to receive an Eng- 
lish education : Several septs petitioned to be admitted to a 
participation of the privileges of English subjects, and to be 
placed under the jurisdiction of English law : The O^Bymes, 
in particular, requested that their territory should be formed 
mto an English^ county. These favourable dispositions of the 
Irish were much increased by the assumption of the title of 
imff by Henry instead of diatof lord of Ireland which had been 
originally bestowed by the pope, the splendour and novelty of 
the appellations conveying to them notions of respect with which 
they had never formerly been impressed. But this noble op- 
portunity of uniting the Irish into one powerful people under 
English administration was unfortunately lost by the thought- 
less inattention of the king towards their country, who lavished 
the blood and wasted the treasure of the empire in vain-glorious 
wars on the Continent, and neglected, like most of his prede- 
cessors, the solid interests of his crown at home. Indeed it has 
been the fatal and misguided policy of Great Britain, for a con- 
siUerable period before, and ever since, the accession of this mo- 
narch, to be eternally in\'olved in the prosecution of delusive 
-schemes of aggrandizement, forming, for the furtherance of her 
plans, continental alliances, and embroiling herself in continental 
wars, which must ultimately prove her destruction, rather than 
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to be engiiged in cultivatiBg the blessings of peace> and m at* 
tempting to amdiorate the wiretched condition of by far the' 
greater part of her peopk. 

A powerful party of the servants of the Crown, all of them dc-^ 
termined enemies of Kildare, at the head of whic^ was AUatt 
archbishop of Dublin, had been in the mean dme formed* They 
obtained with much difficulty a resolution of the lords in comi- 
cil to send the master of the rolls to the king, for the potpose 
of laying before him the state of the country, and to crave his 
royal interference in its behalf. The master of the rolls repre- 
sented to the king in their name the distressed state of the 
country ; the nearly total disuse of the English laws, manners, 
and language, which were confined within the trifling compass 
of twenty miles ; the exorbitant exactions by which most of the 
tenantry were compelled to relinquish their lands ; and the heavy 
tribute which the few remaining were obliged to pay in order to 
procure the precarious protection of Irish chieftains; the 
enormous power of the English barons, who, by keeping a great 
number of Irish in their pay, could with impunity oppress his 
hig^ness's liege subjects ; and above all, the scantiness of the 
royal revenue, which left the realm without the means of de- 
fence ; they entreated, for the amendment of these abuses, that 
he would be pleased to appoint in future such governors as had 
no interest in Ireland, who, unbiassed by Irish influence or Irish 
faction and party-spirit, might impartially administer to th^ 
glory and honour of his crown ; and concluded with strenuous 
. professions of loyalty and attachment to his government. 

Henry, though the slave of caprice and passion, did not want 
for penetration, and was sensible that more might be done to- 
wards accomplishing his designs in Ireland by conciliating than 
by violent measures. He therefore gave a gracious apswer to the 
petition from the colony. He encouraged the chieftains by every 
means to submit to his dominion. He gratified their fancied impor- 
tance and their family pride, by conferringon them pompous tides 
and honoui-s. He prevailed on numbers to resort to his court; 
and bestowed on others sumptuous houses and lands in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, for their convenient attendance on 
the chief governor. Many of them, flattered by these marks of 
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disdnctlon^ surrendered their possessions and received fresh 
grants of them on military tenure. 

The archbishop of Dublin, Allan, having died about thi* 
thney George Browne, an eminent preacher of the Refor- 
mation in London, was appointed to succeed him by the king, 
widi a view to forward that important work in Ireland. Several 
tx>mmissioners were sent over with him, who were instructed 
to confer with the clergy and nobilit)'? and to endeavour to ' 
procinre from them an acknowledgment of the king's spiritual 
supremacy. Having begun to execute their instructions, Cro- 
mer, archbishop of Armagh, immediately protested against the 
measure as impious and rebellious against the holy see^ from 
which the kings of England held their sovereignty. Leaving 
the commissioners^ he summoned the suffragans and clergy of 
his province^ and denouncing dreadful curses upon sH who 
«hoidd gjive way to the views of the king, commanded them in 
the name of the pope to resist all innovation, as they valued 
their eternal salvation. He then dispatched two emissaries to 
the court of Rome^ to represent to it the danger of the churchy 
and to rouse it to the defence of its rights. 

Meantime Browne, by labouring to forward the views of the 
kingt brought his life several times into imminent danger^ and 
at length advised that a parliament should be summoned to en- 
ibrce by law what could not be accomplished by persuasion. 
Accordingly a provincial assembly of the Pale, dignified with 
the appellation of a parliament of Ireland, met on the first day 
of May, one thousand five hundred and thirty-six, which, by 
the intrigues of Henry, enacted that all who should refuse to 
acknowledge his supremacy were guilty of high treason ; that 
the spiritual power of the pope was for ever annulled ; and 
riiat payment should be made to the king of the first fruits of 
bishoprics, abbeys, priories, hospitals, and colleges. This par- 
liament also renewed the laws against intermarriages with the 
colonists and native Irish, and enforced the obser\'ance of Eng- 
lish customs and the use of the English language throughout 
the Pale. By these regulations the division between the colo- 
nists and the primitive inhabitants was widened and extended 
more than ever, and two factions were formed within the Pale 

ilself, which involved the colony in endless dissension ancf 
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hostility. Tlif whole nation, aboriginals and new lettUtit w!ti| 
exception of a few who favoured the designs of Henry, were at 
this period aealpusly attached to the doctrines of tho church of 
Borne. Vindictive as the Irish were to each other and to the 
English, they had hitherto implicitly believed and observed the 
same forms of religious worship* In their wars^ though unit 
form in their detest^ion of the English, they as often had re% 
course to anns fof the annoyance of each other as of them* 
^ut they were now closely connected by a new bond of unioi^ 
with which they were formerly unacquainted, and which they 
could allege to be the cause of all their future disaffection?— the 
defence of the inviolability of their conscience. Several chief-r 
tains, on that pretence, rose in arms and acted openly as rebels^ 
till they were obliged to submit by the vigorous conduct of the 
deputy. These oppressive measures, however, and the intro- 
duction of base money into the Pale, contributed to render tiy^ 
administration of Henry exceedingly unpopiUar, and to distract 
the short reign of his successor Edward VI. 

Many chieftains, immediately on the accession of this vifr 
tuous young monarch, hoping to profit by his minority, showed 
themselves in arms, and resorted to their ancient practices of 
pillage and warfare. Sir Anthony Bellingham, the deputy^ 
however, succeeded in reducing them to obedience. He also 
seized the earl of Desmond, who had begim to relapse into hi» 
former way of life ; but, instead of punishing him, he prevailed 
on him by conciliating treatment to give sureties for his future 
good conduct, and to continue a true and faithful subject during 
die remainder of his life. 

Meantime the Reformation was pushed with greater vigour 
than before. The protector, Somerset, having successfully pro- 
ceeded with it in England, determined that the English liturgy^ 
together with several other new ordinances, should be introdu- 
ced into the Irish church. Accordingly, Sir Anthony St. Leger^ 
who was appointed Lord deputy [1559] was entrusted with the 
management of this important business. Without convening a 
parliament, the royal Proclamation was published, enjoining the 
clergy to accept the new liturgy in the English tongue. An. 
ecclesiastical assembly being called, it was submitted to theii: 
inspection^ when John Oowdall, an Irishman hf l^irth, who had 
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h^tQ jjnomi^d to the primacy of Armagh by Henry, uneiqpect- 
ecHy opposed it with the utmost vehemence, and, followed by 
most of his suffragans, retired from the convention. Archbisho]^ 
Browse and other prelates declared their ^ceptance; after 
which the assembly broke up. The Liturgy was read in the 
ca&edfal of Dublin, in presence of the lord lieutenant, tht 
nobility, and the clergy, on Easter day, one thousand five hun» 
dred and fifty-one The primatial dignity was transferred frortk 
the sec of Armagh to that of Dublin ; and Dowdall retiring t6 
the Continent, his diocese was bestowed on a prelate named 
6oodiu:re. John Bale, a man of great feinting, and so violent 
an c^poser to p<>pei7, thdt his life was in continual danger from 
the populace, was promoted to die see of Ossory. But th€ 
Reformation was far from being effected by these means. Thi 
inversion of the people to it was Supported by the i^fractory op- 
position of Dowdall, and much increased by the unwarrantabfe 
iK)nduct of the commissioners appointed to remove relics and 
iMher objects .of duperstition, who, without authority plundered 
add exposed to public sale the most valuable furniture of the 
churches. These attempts, therefore, to force the Irish to de- 
part from the religion of their ancestors!} and to conform to ail 
English ritual^ not only caused many present disturbances, but 
contributed to raise the famous insurrection of the earl of Ty* 
^ne, who had latety made ample submissi<m to the king and 
ilc^pted an Eng^h title. 

The sudden death of Edward, and the short reign of his sis*^ 
for and successor Mary, a st\ipid and sanguinary bigot, zealouslj^ 
aCiacbed to thtf t^use of popery, and disgraced by a combination 
of the lowest pa^ond and prejudiced of the vulgar with almost 
every vice usually attendant up6n exalted stations, gave a tem<( 
potzry respite to the troubled t^te of Ireland. Immediately 
dB het accession, 6he repealed all the acts in favour of protestant^ 
iftm which had been executed by her father and brother : Shd 
fetumed the church to its former dependance oh the see of 
Kdrae : She placed many of the deposed ecclesiastics in theif 
formef situations : She persecuted the reformers in England 
with unremitting assiduity^ committing aH who refused to re^ 
flbuUce their opinions without mercy to the flames : the perse- 
I h^wtver^ did n^t e^Btend t* Ireland^ whither man^ of 
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the heretics fled to escape her fury: She restored Gerald,^ the 
only surviving member of the noble . family of Kildare, to th^ 
honours and estates of his progenitors. During her reign an 
insurrection of the people of Leix and Ofally was quelled with 
such effect as nearly to occasion their total extirpation. TTieir 
territories were for ever vested in the crown and converted into 
shires; Leix^ under the name of Queen's-county, in compliment 
to the queen, and Ofally, under that of King*s-county, from ^ 
like attention to her husband, Philip, king of Spain. She re- 
duced the army in Ireland to about a thousand men, so confi- 
dent was she of the tranquillity of the country, but was obliged 
afterwards to reinforce it, on account of the increasing common 
tions, and the lawless conduct of Scotch adventurers, who con- 
tinued to land frequently on the island. 

Although the restoration of the church to its former state of 
dependance on the see of Rome gave much satisfaction to the 
great mass of the Irish, yet they seem, ypon the whole, to have 
been rather dissatisfied with the administration of Mary. The 
power vested in the lord lieutenant to dispose of the lands of 
Leix and Ofally at the royal pleasure, to the injury of the na- 
tives to whom they had hitherto belonged, and several acts she 
passed with evident intention totally to subvert their civil inde- 
pendence, appear particularly to have irritated them. 

On Elizabeth^s accession to the throne [1558,] she found th6 
Irish better disposed to submit to her government than they had 
been to that of any of her predecessors. Having resolved,, 
however, completely to effect the reformation in religion, she 
imprudently reversed the steps of Mary, and renewed the im- 
politic measures of Henry with still greater severity. She 
adoptecl, amongst other outrages against the people, the inhuman 
plan of repeopling the whole province of Munster, to the exter- 
mination of the original inhabitants. Great inducements were 
held out to all who would adventure in this scandalous under- 
taking. Estates were offered at a small rent, on condition that 
a certain number of families were planted on them, amongst 
whom there were to be no native Irish ; and they were promi- 
sed a force sufficient for the defence of their frontiers. To Sir 
tValter Raleigh and many other persons of power and distinc- 
tfon^ considerable portions of territory were on these terme ini^ 
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ipiitDUsly granted. The people were enraged by this .arbitrarjr 
measure, and though forced to afiect submission^ waited only 
for a favourable opportunity to shake off the yoke by which they 
were oppressed. 

The chieftains, especially in the north, were soon in arms; 
and so formidable did they at Itngth become^ that the queen 
was forced to submit to treat with them. The cessation of 
anns that ensued was only a temporary respite. Hostilities 
quickly recommenced; and for the first time [1596] a regular 
system of rebellion against English government was organized 
in Ireland* The most formidable of the rebels was O'Nial, 
who, disdaining his title of earl of Tyrone, boldly assumed that 
of king, of Ulster, and entered into a correspondence with Spain, 
fix>m whence he was fuinished with a supply of arms and am* 
monition. The queen sent over her favourite, the earl of 
Essex, as lord deputy, with an army of twenty thousand men^ 
During the violent struggle which. ensued, acts of the deepest 
atrocity were committed by both parties. The English arms 
were for several years unsuccessful; but mutual devastation soon 
rendered the country^ however fertile, incapable of supporting 
its inhabitants. Many fell daily by the sword : more were de- 
stroyed by famine. The putrid exhalations from multitudes of 
carcases,-left every where exposed to the air, brought on a pes- 
tilence, which, added to innumerable other calamities, threat- 
ened completely to annihilate the Irish race. The army of 
Tjntjne diminished rapidly ; while the English were supported 
by seasonable supplies of fresh provisions from sea. Reduced 
to the last extremity, O^Nial w^s obliged to make overtures of 
accommodation. After much treachery, evasion, and numy. 
pretended submissions, he was at length obliged to yield in good 
earnest. He fell upon his knees before the deputy, and peti- 
tioned for mercy with ar< air and aspect of distress. He sub- 
scribed his submission in the most ample manner and form. 
He implored the queen's most gracious commiseration; and 
humbly sued to be restored to his dignity and the state of a 
subject which he had justly forfeited. He utterly renounced the 
name of 0*Nial, which he had assumed on account of the ve- 
neration in which it was held by the people. He abjured all. 
foreign power, and all dependency except on the .crown of 
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EnglaAdL He teAgatd all claim to any lands, exeepdiig Aidl 
as should be conferred upoB him by letters patent; promising 
at the same time to assist the state in abolishing all barbaroua 
customs and in establishing law and introducing civiliaattoa 
among his people* The lord deputy, on the part of the queen, 
promised a full pardon to him and all his followers ; to himself 
the restoration 6f his blood and honours, widi a new patent for 
his lands, except some portions reserved for certain chieftaias 
leceived into favour, and some for the use of English garrisons^ 

Thus ended diis formidable rebellion ; but it was a melan* 
dtoly comideration that the reduction of Ireland to a state of 
sullen submission, through famine, pestilence, and bloodshed^ 
cost En^and near four millions and a half of money: a sum 
which, in that age, was truly exrormous, and to the support* of 
irhich her resources were by no means adequate. 

No insurgent now remained in the kingdom wh0 had Adt 
abtaioed or sued for mercy. Many, indeed, had been forced 
«» make their escape to the Continent, where they subsisted 
tfiemselves by serving in the armies of Spain : and thus H 
lace of Irish exiles was trained to arms, filled with a malignant 
resentment against the English. The ghasdiness of famine and 
dttadfi^n was now somewhat enlivened by the restors^on of 
feranquiUity, though the price of provisions had increased to so 
exotbitant a pitch that it is astonishmg the inhabitsmts were 
able to subsist; every article having advanced to at least fouf 
imts the value it had bore but a few years before. 

With the rebelfion ended the reign of Elizabeth, a princess 
distinguished by the wisdom and vigour of her administration in 
England, but who appears to have miserably mistaken her true 
interest in Ireland. Endiusiastically beloved by the English, 
she drew on herself the detestation of her Irish subjects. 
Politic and artful, she hq)ed the blackness of her actions would 
never be exposed to the light erf truth. Her debaucheries, 
however, escaped not the observation even of her own times^ 
Since then, h^r character has jusdy been painted in aU its ge^ 
nuine blackness and deformity. Perfidious and deceitful, she 
hesitated at no step, however vile, which tended to forward 
ker viewB; and she acivanced in iniquity with a cautious cir* 
oumspectiiA that proves her vtUany to have been as delfteraW 
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as her principles were depraved. Her ^treacherous and cruel 
treatment of the amiable and accomplished, though un£Drtunate 
Mary, queen of Scots, who fled to her for protection against the 
attempts of her rebellious subjects, imjustly detaining her many 
years in prison on the groundless charges pf her enemies, the 
effects of her own intrigues, and whom she at length caused to 
be beheaded# though conscious of her innocence and of her own 
duplicity, will stand to her eternal dishonour, and to the dis- 
grace of that legislature which suffered so flagrant a violation of 
the laws of justice and humanity to be inflicted on the person of 
a sovereign prince, a fugitive whom it was bound by eveiy 
principle of honour to cherish and to protect !— To gratify the 
injustice, the passions, or the caprice of a monarch, to what 
degradations, to what abject compliances, has not an English 
legislature descended? 

* See Whittaker's Mary Qtieen of Scots Vindicated. 
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TO Elizabeth succeeded, under the title of James I. Jam^* 
the sixth king of Scodand, a descendant of Henry VII. by the 
female line, a prince eminent for profound erudition and a pa- 
cific temper, though unskilled in politics and rather pedantic* 
Under his government, however, Ireland began to assume a 
quite diflFerent appearance. At the time of his accession, the 
country was so reduced by famine and desolation that all 
thoughts of purchasing independence by a renewal of such ca- 
lamities were abandoned. England, on the other hand, was 
unable longer to support the excessive loss of blood and treas- 
ure which was incurred by her struggles with the Irish. It was 
therefore unquestionably the interest of the crown to endeavour 
to extend its influence not by violent but by amicable means. 
It was no less the interest of the Irish to submit with patience 
to a yoke which they could not shake off. The new monarch 
consequendy endeavoured to ingratiate himself with his Hiber- 
nian subjects. A report being spread, which was rather en- 
couraged than discountenanced by James, of his being attached 
to the Romish church, tended further to pave the way for the 
peaceable reception of his administration. An act of oblivion 
and indemnity was passed, whereby all offences against the 
crown, all injuries and trespasses committed by subject upon 
subject, were for ever pardoned and extinguished, never after- 
wards to be revived. The whole of the Irish were admitted to 
a fuU participation of th^ rights of English subjects. The lords 
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sarrendered their lands and received fresh grants of them ac- 
cording to English law* By this means the estates of each 
chief descended by hereditary right to his next heir according 
to the Eng^sh mode of succession, instead of being conveyed 
to perhaps a distant branch of the sept, a cause of much dis- 
sension and hostility. The new grants were confined to the 
lands actually in possession of each lord ; by which the landed 
interest of the whole island was new modelled, and the landed 
property became permanently ascertained and fixed, sp as in 
future to prevent in part all disputes* 

By the lands which from time to time had been escheated to 
Ae crowfiy particularly the forfeiture of the territories of Ty* 
rone and T)Tconnel, who fled the kingdom in consequence of 
an information of high treason having been lodged against them, 
James found himself in possession of a vast tract, consisting of 
near five hundred thousand acres, in the six northern counties of 
Tyrconnel (now called Donegal^ Tyrone, Derr}', Fermanagh, 
and Armagh, a tract of country so covered with wood, that it 
afforded a secure retreat not only to rebels, but to great bands 
of Scotch and Irish banditti, who infested the open country; 
and which, but for the seasonable interposition of government, 
might have for ever continued a wild unprofitable waste, dis- 
figuring the face of the country, and destroying the health of . 
the people by the noxious vapours which incessantly exhaled 
from it, the pernicious effect of the moisture collected by the 
wood. To dispose of these lands in such a manner as might 
introduce to their inhabitants all the blessings of peace and cul- 
tivation, was an undertaking exacdy suited to the genius and 
disposition of James ; and, had not a planting aizania) which 
made him extend his plans to the injury of his peaceable sub- 
jects by depriving them of their rightful possessions, taken pos- 
session of his breast, would have redounded to his immortal 
honour. He caused surveys to be accurately and expeditiously 
taken of the several counties where the new settlements were to 
be established ; he described particularly the state of each ; he 
pointed out the situations most proper for the erection of towns 
and castles; he delineated the character of the Irish chieftains, 
^he manner in which they should be treated, the temper and 
circumstances of the old inhabitants, the rights of the new 
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piirchasers, and the claims of both ; together with the itnpedi* 
ments to former plantations, and the most proper manner of 
removing them. At his instance it was resolved, That the 
persons to whom lands were assigned should be divided into 
three classes; new adventurers from Great Britain; servitors^ 
as they were called, that is, natives who for some time had 
served in Ireland in military or civil offices ; and natives wi&% 
out distinction. The first, persons bom in Britain, and chiefly 
Scotch, were permitted to take tenants only from amongst their 
own countrymen ; the second, servitors, were allowed to choose 
their tenants, either British or Irish^ with the exception-of po-. 
pish recusants ; to gain the third» if possible^ by lenity and in- 
dulgence, they were under no restriction with regard , to the 
religion or birth-place of their tenantry, and were tacitly ex- 
empted from the oath of allegiance, which the two former were 
obliged to take. In the plantations which had formerly been 
attempted, the English and Irish had been niixed together, in 
the fond hope that the former would have civilized and en- 
lightened the latter, and changed their barbarous manners to 
habits of industry and peace. But experience had now shewn 
that the very reverse was the case ; the English quickly con- 
forming to the wild customs and irregular manner of living of 
the Irish. It was therefore thought necessary to plant them in 
separate quarters; and in the choice of these situations the 
errors of former times were carefully avoided. The original 
adventurers from England to Ireland, allured by the rich and 
fertile appearance of the flat and open districts, had imprudently 
setded and built their habitations and their casdes in them ; 
driving the primitive possessors into the woods and mountains, 
their natural fortifications. There they kept themselves without 
being so nmch as known, subsisting on the milk of their kine ; 
and as the sexes lived in a state of promiscuous connexion, they 
multiplied to a degree almost above credibility. There they 
held their meetings and formed their conspiracies without being 
discovered. By the wisdom of James's plan, on the other hand, 
the Irish were placed in the most open and accessible parts of 
the country, that their motions might the more easily be watched 
by their neighbours, and that they might gradually be accus- 
tomed to die regular lives of husbandry and mechanics. To 
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the ao^itors were assigned places of the greatest danger, and 
of the most advantage to the crown ; and to prevent the mur« 
murings which might arise on account of this apparent hard-* 
ship, they were furnished with guards and entertainment until 
the country should be quietly and completely planted* To the 
emigrants from Britain were given stations of the greatest 
strength and command, that they might be enabled to resist all 
attempts from the other divisions* As experience had proved 
the impolicy of making enormous grants to particular lords, en* 
dowed with extensive privileges, who by their exorbitant power 
could at any time interrupt the due administration of justice, 
and as, even in the late reign, portions of land had been grant- 
ed to the queen's favourites so extensive that they were by no 
means able to plant them, the lands were now, according to the 
scheme of James, to be divided into three graxkl proportions, 
adapted to the three different classes of settelrs^ and these, 
again^ were to be subdivided into a number of small shares, the 
largest to consist of two thousand, the next of fifteen hundred^ 
and the least of one thousand English acres, on each of which 
the undertakers were to plant a certsun number of families. 

Such was this famous northern planting scheme, the benefi- 
cial effects of which were immediately perceived ; and which 
would effectually have prevented all future disturbances in that 
part of the country, had it been executed according to its ori- 
^al plan. But the undertakers were capitally deficient in the 
fulfilment of their stipulations. The corporation of Tjondon, in 
particular, who had been persuaded to accept considerable por- 
tions in the county of Derry, and who engaged to expend twen- 
ty thousand pounds on the improvement of the plantation, aiid 
to build the city of Londonderry and the town of Colerain, have 
been accused of departing much from their engagement. It 
was difficult to find British tenants sufficient to possess the grand 
division into which they alone were to have been admitted. 
The Irish were at hand ; and, though the scheme fixed the 
rents that were to be received for each portion, they by offer- 
ing greater sums, were accepted, and introduced into those 
Stations firom which they were originally intended to have been 
excluded; the evil consequences of which were afterwards 
jQost severely felt. 
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Much religious discontent was displayed tfiroughout the 
reign of James. The catholic party, while they had power to 
resist, could not bear to see the protestant religion estaUished 
in preference to their own. On the annunciation of a design 
to summon a parliament, the only one which had met for twen- 
ty-seven years, and the first iiationcd one which had ever assem- 
bled, all the former having been merely colonial meetings or 
partial representations of particular parts of the kingdom, the 
catholic nobility, clergy, and gentry, excluded from holding 
offices of trust, military or civil, by their refusal td take the 
oaths of qualification, though magistrates and lawyers were in 
general tacitly permitted to exercise their functions, were griev- 
ously alarmed lest unfavourable designs should be attempted 
against them, and lest the preponderance of the royal influence 
should be so great as to insure the completion of such designs. 
To prevent the danger with which they were threatefied, they 
* and their agents made the greatest exertions in all parts of die 
kingdom to have a majority of catholics returned : But, not- 
withstanding their utmost efiForts, the majority, on the meeting 
of parliament, was in favour of the protestants. Of two hun- 
dred and thirty-two members returned for the house of com- 
mons, six were absent, a hundred and twenty-five were protes- 
tants, while the recusants amounted only to a hun<Ired and one* 
The lords consisted of sixteen barons, twenty-five protestant 
prelates, five viscounts, and four eaiis, of whom a lai^ major- 
ity were in favour of administration. The meeting of the com- 
mons was tumultuous and outrageous. The recusants loudly 
called for an examination into the legality of the election of 
several protestant members. When the house divided for the 
purpose of electing a speaker, they placed in the chair sir John 
Everard, notwithstanding a majority on the opposite side of the 
question ; contending that, by the undue return of their mem- 
bers, the majority of the protestants was the effect of illegality* 
Sir John Everard was a respectable recusant^ who had resign- 
ed his seat of a justice of the king's bench, rather than take the 
oaths of qualification. After a most outrageous and indecent 
contest, during which the protestants endeavoured by force to 
drag E\'erard from the chair, and at length placed in his lap sir 
John Davies, the attorney-general, the object of their choice. 
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the recusants seceded, and declared that they would take no 
part in the proceedings of an assembly which they pronounced 
ludawfuL The lord lieutenant confirmed sir John Davies as 
speaker, and prorogued the parliament till the ferment of party 
spirit should subside* The recusant lords had also seceded. 

The parliament was again convened [1614], when the vio- 
lence of party was somewhat abated by the management of the 
deputy and the prudent conduct of the more thinking recusants. 
It confirmed all the politic measures of James for the abolition 
of odious distinctions between the colonists and the Irish ; and 
the session was clo^d by voting to the king, his heirs, and 
successors, two shillings and eig^htpence in the pound from 
every personal estate of the value of three pounds and upwards, 
fiiom aliens seven shillings and fourpence in the pound ; and 
four shillings in the pound from every real estsite of the value 
of twenty shillings and upwards. An act sa liberal could not 
but be agreeable to James, who in a letter to the deputy ex- 
pressed in high terms his grateful sense of their munificence. 

A convention of the clergy was in the mean time held for 
the purpose of framing a confession of faith for the established 
protestant church of Ireland. Doctor James Usher, a man 
eminent for learning and abilities, but strongly tinctured with 
Calvmistic principles, was entrusted with the work of its com- 
position. It consisted of a hundred and four articles^ It re- 
ceived the ratification of the lord deputy; and though a few of 
the articles were disagreeable to the king, yet, from a sense of 
justice, his majesty promoted their compiler to the see of 
Meath. 

During the remainder of James's reign, nothing worthy of 
particular notice occurred. The system of planting was carried 
forward with much spirit, though it was fer from being con- 
ducted with that prudence by which he had hoped to render 
the blessings of it permanent. Though many vexations and 
tyrannical stretches of power were exercised by his com- 
missioners, so as to incense numbers of Irish ; though the recu- 
sants w«re grievously oppressed ; though the soldiery and their 
officers exacted considerable sums from the people; though 
martial law was executed with rigour in time of peace ; and 
though private property was most nefariously invaded in the 
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prosecution of the king's favourite plantation ebjcet, so as to 
reduce many of them to want and misery; yet the country had 
been so completely subjugated by Elizabeth, and the measures 
of James were in reali^ attended by so many sensible advaa-- 
tages, that no disturbances took place. 

In the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-five^ 
Charles I. succeeded to the throne of his father James, at which 
time lord Faulkland^ an honest and upright man, but indolent 
and weak, was lord deputy of Ireland. Charles was by no 
means adequate to the arduous task of conducting the affairs of 
the British islands, at a period w\ien |he empire was in a state 
of the greatest fermentation from the religious fanaticism of two 
opposite contending sects and from a variety of other causes. 

At this period no people were more distracted by the spirit 
of tolerance ; no people were more bigotted to and obstinate in 
their opinions; and no people were more unfit to meet the 
destructive consequences of internal dissension, than the Irish. 
Aggravated by a series of grievous oppressions, the ca^olics 
watched with rancorous impatience for an opportunity to inflict 
their vengeance on the protestants, whom they regarded 91 a 
two-fold light of abhorrence, as the enemies and destroyers of 
tfieir cilvil liberties, and as damned heretics, accursed in the sight 
of God, to whom they imagined they could perform no service 
more grateful than that of extirpating ^em, and widi them- 
selves their abominable opinions. These dispositions were 
much increased by a bull of pope Adrian VIII. exhorting them 
to suffer death rather than take the oath of supremacy, whereby 
he blasphemously asserted, the supreme power over the church 
was impiously wrested from the hands of the vicar of Christy 
in open rebellion against God Almighty himself. The protesr 
tants, on the other hand, with a spirit hardly less impious^ af- 
fecting excessive pUrity, declared that to tolerate popery would 
be to render themselves accessary to idolatry and the sinful loss 
of souls which were swallowed up in the gulf of catholic apos* 
tacy. The catholics, on the application of the lord deputy 
Faulkland, agreed to suppm-t five thousand infantry and five 
hundred horse for the king's service, at their own charge. 
They were consequendy ordered to be treated with indulgence. 
The puritans, however, remonstrated. The deputy continue4 
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to ^Eecute Kis^xnstructions. The puritans made misrepresenta- 
ticHis of his conduct to the cabinet, and he was removed* 

The administration was now lodged in the hands of Ely the 
chancellor and the earl of Cork, who received the title of lorcb 
Justices. These governors, without any authority, proceeded 
immediately to treat the recusants with the utmost severity, 
threatening all absentees from the protestant church. with the 
heaviest penalties. The king expressed his disapprobation of 
their proceekiings, which augmented the boldness of the popish 
party. A fraternity of Carmelites assembled a multitude of 
their followers to hear divine service according to the rites of 
the catholic church, in one of the most public places in Dublin. 
On the approach of the chief magistrate and the archbishop 
with a body of troops to disperse them, they tumultuously at- 
tacked and put the soldiery to flight. Charles, provoked by 
this public outrage, seized fifteen catholic religious houses and 
a catholic college ; the former he retained for his own use ; the 
latter he assigned to the imiversity of Dublin, to be employed 
as a place of protestant education. The penal laws were exe* 
cuted with the utmost rigour throughout the kingdom ; and, by 
die advice of the lords justices, the army was ordered by the 
king to be supported out of the fines imposed up<Mi the catholics 
for non-attendance on the established worship: a measure of 
great grievance to the recusants, and attended with but trifling 
emolument to the 'crown. 

In the year one thousand six hundred and thirty-three com- 
ftienced the celebrated administration of lord Wentworth, a 
ttian of imperious disposition, violent temper, haughty, tyranni- 
cal, and absolute, but who tempered these vices in his constitu- 
tion by the distinguished wisdom of his conduct. With a con* 
Tiction that the people of Ireland were nothing more than the 
inhabitants of a conquered country, he determined to treat 
diem as mere slaves, and to keep no object in view but the in- 
terest of his royal master. On his landing he summoned the 
cotincil, but contemptuously neglected to require the presence 
of several of the members. This insult was aggravated by his 
coiiduct to the rest, ivhom he kept in waiting full two hours 
before he deigned to make his appearance ; and when he did 
ihow lumself, he entered in a careless indiflerent manner, 
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without condescending to make an apology for the delay* He 
waved the business for which they had been assembled, and en- 
joined them with an authoritative air and tone to represent in 
their several districts the favour offered by the king to such as 
would compromise for the renewal of their defective titles to 
their estates, and to convince the protestants that the support of 
the royal army was absolutely necessary for their defence. On 
the next day, when the council was again summoned, they 
evinced an unwillingness to supply the king's necessities beyond 
the present year. AVentworth, enraged, proudly informed them 
that he had summoned them, not from necessity, but from a 
willingness that they should have an opportunity to display 
their loyalty and zeal ; and that, at the peril of his head, he 
would undertake to provide for the king's troops amongst them 
without their assistance. Awed by his lofty demeanour and 
by the allusion he made to the odious practice of free quar- 
ters, they abjectly agreed to furnish another year's provision, 
to be levied on the protestants, the catholics having provided 
for the last. 

The next step of Wentworth was to summon a parliament, 
in the lower house of which he hoped to be able to balance the 
catholic and protestant parties^ and to tamper privately with 
eath. The custom of consulting the lords of the Pale, pre- 
viously to its being convened, was contemptuously neglected. 
When the council appeared disinclined to observe the mode pre- 
scribed by him with respect to the bills to be transmitted, he 
interrupted their consultations, and informed them that they 
were not to consider what might be agreeable to the people but 
what might please the king. On the meeting of parliament, 
no less than six entire subsidies, consisting of t\vo hundred and 
forty thousand pounds, were voted by the commons^ who re- 
lied on the royal promise to grant fresh patents for the estates 
in Connaught and in the county of Clare. The deputy, how- 
ever, having secured the subsidies, so far from fulfilling this 
promise, proceeded immediately to take steps for seizing every 
estate in Connaught, with a view to establish a new plantation 
throughout the whole province. In the prosecution of this 
his favourite scheme, he advanced first to Roscommon^ the in- 
habitants of Leitrim having already consented to the surrcndry 
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ef their lands. Having called a jury of the principal men oi 
the county, he informed them, at the head of the commission- 
ers of the plantation, that the scheme would be attended with 
great advantage to their country^ that the king had no mterest 
in it beyond the welfare of his people ; that their consent was 
by no means necessary to establish the lung's tide, but that it 
was his majesty's wish they should share in the glory of execut* 
ing a scheme 30 beneficial to the commonwealth and to themselves; 
and that, if they did not return a favourable verdict, the right* 
ful claims of their sovereign would be enforced by a more sum* 
puuy mode qf procedure. Conscious of the vicdent and deter* 
mined character of the deputy, intimidated by his lofty spirit, 
and terrified into submission by his menaces^ the jury found a 
tide for the king. Their example was followed without hesita* 
^n by the inhabitants of Alayo and Sligo. But the jury of 
Galway, more spirited than those of the former counties^ pe* 
iremptorily refused to acknowledge a tide in the crown. Went* 
worths exasperated by their obstinacy, imposed on each of 
ihem A^ enormous fine of four thousand pounds, and seized 
OB dicir persons and estates till the sums should be paid. On 
ihfr sherii^ also^ he adjudged a fine of one thousand po\mds for 
haviag returned such a jury. 

These and other harsh and imperious measures of lord 
Wentworth were attended with such universal detestation, that 
complaints against his administration at length reached the ears 
of the king. He was recalled ; but, on representing his con* 
duct personally to his majesty, was confirmed in his authority 
with still greater powers than beforcf and was created earl of 
Strafford and knight of the, garter. 

On his return he convened a parliament, which readily voted 
to the king six more subsidies ; but which at the same tim^ 
drew up a very strong remonstrance, setting forth in fourtee^ 
separate articles the grievances under which the nation labour- 
ed ; and appointed a committee to convey it to London. He 
next, alarmed at the critical posture of the king's affairs both in 
England and Scodand, raised a body of nine thousand men for 
^is assistance, eight thousand of whom were catholics, on whove 
lQ3ralty and seal he knew he could best depend. 

Meantime the committee ^pointed to convey the remon* 

G 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



50 REVIEW OF THE 

strance of parliament, had been received with particular favour 
by the popular party, who expected considerable assistance from 
them in the execution of the favourite design then in agitation—- 
the overthrow of the earl of Strafford. Their public instruc- 
tions directed them to apply to the king only for redress ; but 
they were privately ordered to address themselves to the En- 
glish house of commons, a power then growing every day 
stronger than the throne. This step alarmed the earl' of Straf- 
ford, who perceived in it the first symptom of his danger. By 
the advice of Charles^ however, who assured him he still had 
power to save him, he fatally, contrary to the dictates of his 
own judgment and the urgent solicitations of his friends, re- 
paired to London and gave himself up to the parliament, by 
which he was impeached^ committed to custody, and afterwards 
ordered to suffer death as a traitor. Before the execution of 
Strafford, the king made a speech to the house of lords, in 
which he assured them he was well convinced the earl had been 
guilty of high misdemeanours, but that he could by no means 
think he had imagined high treason. Notwithstanding this ac- 
knowledgment of the earl's misconduct, however, so infatuated 
was Charles with his favourite's system, and so implicated was 
he himself in all the acts of his administration, that, by his ad- 
vice, he appointed his kinsman sir Henry Wandesworth to suc- 
ceed him in the lord lieutenancy. On the death of Wandes- 
worth, which quickly followed his appointment^ he deputed sir 
William Parsons and lord Dillon, another relative of Strafford, 
as lords justices of the kingdom : but finding Dillon was ex* 
ceedingly disagreeable to the Irish, he afterwards cancelled the 
commission, and appointed sir John Borlase in his stead* Im- 
mediately on the commencement of the exercise of their 
functions, these ministers proceeded to re-establish through- 
out the kingdom the former moderation in the execution 
of government, mollifying the rigorous measures of Straf- 
ford, and adapting their conduct to the laws and established 
customs of the realm. 

About this time Charles began to be seriously alarmed at 
the symptoms of disaffection which began to appear in Ireland. 
Conscious of the repeated instances of insincerity with which 
he had treated them, he attempted by a last effort to recover 
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die affecdons of his injured subjects. In a letter he directed 
the lords justices to publish to the people all the royal graces 
he had formerly promised them ; and to assure them that they 
should hencefordi more particularly enjoy his favour and pro- 
tection. Both houses of parliament returned thanks to his ma- 
jesty for the publication of his graces^ and prayed that the pre- 
sent parliament should not be dissolved nor prorogued until 
laws should be prepared for the redress of all grievances. As 
the chancellor Bolton had insinuated a doubts on a charge against 
him, whether, since the enacting of a law, called the law of Poyn- 
ings, the Irish house of lords had power of judicature in capital 
cases, both houses joined in a solemn protestation declaring that 
the court of parliament ever was and is the supreme judicatory 
of the realm. After the transaction of this and some other 
business, both houses of parliament adjourned, during which 
recess the grand rebellion of one thousand six hundred and 
forty-one broke out. 
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THE hatred of the old Irish to the English for what they 
esteemed the usurpation of their country ; the grievous and op* 
presslve measures which still continued to be enforced by the 
commissioners and agents of plantaticm; the dispossessing of 
private property by chicane and the revival of obsolete claims 
of the crown ; the insincerity and faithless conduct of the king^ 
who evaded the fulfilment of his promises to the recusants; the 
msolent and impolitic behaviour of the new adventurers, who 
treated the whole of the natives of Ireland^ both of Irish and 
English bloody as traiterous and disaffected slaves, and selfishly 
represented them as such to the government ; the violent doc* 
trines of ecclesiastics educated on the Continent, who laboured 
with unwearied assiduity to instil into the minds of the people 
the most deep*rooted hatred to heretical opinions and an hereti- 
cal government ; the secret and cautious proceedings of the pu- 
ritans, who by a series of aggressions, provoked the recusants 
frequendy to take arms, in order that they might become ob- 
noxious to administration^ which, by treating them with rigourt 
might be deprived of the advantages resulting from catholic 
loyalty, during that contest with the power of the crown which 
they themselves meditated; all contributed to foster the latent 
spark of disaffection which now exploded with such destructive 
effects* The government, lulled into a fatal security by the 
many fahc rumours of conspiracies, plots, treasons^ and insur- 
rectionsy which from time to time continued to be spread 
abroad, took no precautionary steps to meet the impending dan- 
ger* Even the intelligence transmitted from the British cabinet 
that great nimibers of Irish ecdesiasdcs had poured into the 
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Idagdom from Spun, and that it waa the opinion of the cabinet 
that a rebellion would soon take place, appears not to have 
roused the lords justices from the unaccountable lethargy int9 
which they had sunk. 

Ilie conspirators, the prihcipal of whom were Roger Moorcf 
bead of a reduced family in Queen's County, a penetrating and 
judicious man, and possessed of a most insinuating address ; 
Connor Macguire, baron of Enniskillen; sir Phelim O^Nial 
(or O^Neal, as the word is now written,) grandson of the fa* 
mous rebel earl of Tyrone ; Turlagh O'Neal, brother to sit 
Phelim ; sir James Dillon ; Philip Reily ; Hugh Mac-Mahon ; 
Richard Plunket; and many others of inferior note; having 
prepared every thing for the execution of the plot, and nused 
a considerable body of troops under pretence of employing 
them in the service of Spain, appointed the twenty-third day 
of October, one thousand six hundred and forty-one, as the 
most proper time for rising universally in arms. Moore, Byrne, 
and Macguire were to surprise the castle of Dublin with two 
hundred men, while a considerable number were to follow for 
their support, and to take possession of the city. The for* 
tresses in Ulster were to be seized by different chieftains, who^ 
after having accomplished their several tasks, were to form a 
junction with sir Phelim, and imder his direction to march with 
dieir united forces to Dublin. On the twenty*second of Octo* 
ber, the day before the intended surrection^ Moore and the 
other chieftains appointed to take the castle assembled in the 
capital, where they found only eighty of their men. They 
spent the day, however, flattering themselves that the remain- 
dei: of their number would join them before the moment of ac* 
tion ; and, falling on their knees, with much solemnity drank 
success to their enterprise. On this critical evening a full dis- 
covery of the plot was made to the lords justices, by a servant 
of sir John Clotworthy, named Owen O'Connolly, acid the dis- 
covery was quickly followed by the arrest of Mac-Mahon and 
Macguire, who were afterwards hanged as traitors at Tyburn. 
Moore, B5ame, and tbe other leaders effected their escape. 
The castle, however, notwithstanding this discovery, might still 
have been taketn as it was defended by only about fiky men 
armed with halberts, had the conspirators persevered in their 
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determination. It contained fifteen hundred barrels of gun- 
powder, an immense quantity of bullets and matches^ ten thou- 
sand stand of arms, and thirty-five pieces of cannon^ fuUy 
equipped. TJie arrival of sir Francis Willoughby, governor 
of the fort of Cralway^ a brave and experienced officer, tended 
to soothe the apprehensions of the citizens. By his advice the 
lords justices and council retired within the castle; with the de* 
fence of which he was entrusted^ together with that of the 
city. A proclamation was issued on the twenty-third, announc- 
ing the discovery of a most treasonable and detestable conspi- 
racy^ imagined by the ill aifected Irish papists throughout the 
kingdom; and exhordng all friends to government to provide for 
their own defence and that of the state. The catholic lords and 
gendemen of the Pale, excepting to the general terms of this 
proclamation, immediately waited on the lords jusdces and 
council ; ai)^? expressing their abhorrence of, and innocence in^ 
taking any part in the revolt, demanded arms for their own de- 
fence and the annoyance of the insurgents. These were refused 
coldly, on pretence of a scarcity. On the twenty-ninth, 
however, the lords justices and council issued an explanatory 
proclamation^ intimating that by Irish papists they , meant the 
old Irish of Ulster, and not the English catholics of the Pale^ 
or.throughout the rest of the realm. The jealousy of the justices^ 
who were strongly attached to the puritanic party, prevented the 
catholics of the north from suppressing the insurgents ; and they 
are with great appearance of justice suspected to have even 
checked every exertion for that purpose, in the base and dishon« 
ourable hope of profiting by the forfeitures of those who, 
emboldened by their apparent want of support^ might join in 
the rebellion. 

Meantime the rebels in Ulster had risen with alacrity at the 
appointed time ; and with such spirit and activity did they push 
forward their operations, that in the course of eight days they 
had acquired full possession of the counties of Tyrone, Monag* 
han^ Longford, Leitrim, Fermanagh, Caven, Donegal, and 
Deny, and part of the counties of Armagh and Down. They 
confined their attacks every where to the English settlements, 
and, as had been previously agreed on, left the Scottish planters 
for the present unmolested. The English were the objects of 



Digitized 



by Google 



mSTORY OP IRELAND. ,55 

tfieir resentment : the measures of a puritanic government the 
subject of their complaint. England and English tynamy 
were every where thundered against with tremendous 
imprecations, and held up by every party as worthy of 
die utmost detestation. The spirit of the rebels was 
kept alive by assurances of support and assistance. Their 
leaders sometimes affirmed that the Scotch were about to join 
diem in the glorious effort to extirpate the English ; sometimes 
that they themselves had risen by order of the queen, who was 
a catholic; someumes that they acted under authority of the 
Eng^h parliament : These pretences being laid aside as dan- 
gerous to their cause^ sir Phelim O^Neal produced a parchment 
with the great seal appending to ity which he declared to be 
a commission from the king for taking arms. This he refused 
to submit to inspection ; but seven days afterwards a forged 
commission was publicly produced, with the great seal fixed to 
it, which had been torn from the parchment above mendoned* 
It was notified with great solemnity to the rebel confederates^ 
and contributed much to exhilerate their spirits, while the pu- 
ritan protestants, who regarded Charles with an eye of deep 
distrust, dismayed at the sight of the great seal, declared that 
Acy were a « sMpeople*^ The commission declared in the 
name of the king, that " For the preservation of his royal per- 
^ son he had long been obliged to take up his residence in 
^ Scotland, occasioned by the disobedience of the English par- 
^ liament, which had deprived him of his royal power and 
^ prerogative, and assumed the government and administration 
** of the realm ; that as these storms blow aloft^ and are likely 
** to be carried into Ireland by the vehemency of the protestant 
^ party, he hath given full power to his catholic subjects to as- 
^ semble and consult, to seize all places of strength, except 
^ those of the Scots, and to arrest the goods and persons of all En- 
** glish/rr^fe^^onf^ within the kingdom of Ireland." The lords jus- 
dees, immediately on the first report of this commission, endea- 
voured to counteract its tendency by publishing a proclamation in 
wlttch they warned the subjects to be on their guard agjunst the ef- 
ieetsof false and seditious rumours, derogatory to the honour of the 
crown. Roger Mjoore, also, who considered sir Phelim's device as 
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impolitic, published a manifesto, in which he tacitly acknowledged 
the non<-existence of a royal cominissiony and merely called upoa 
the catholics to arm in order to prevent their own destruc* 
lion, to support the king against the adherents of the English 
paiiiamenty and to defend the protestant establishment from the 
attempts of th^ seditidus puritans. 

As soon as the protestants, who had retreated to a place of 
security, recovered from the consternation into which they were 
at first thrown, the progress of the rebels was checked* lo 
many skirmishes and assaults they were completely foiled, par- 
ticularly in several actions in the coundes of Donegal and Fer« 
managh, where the casde of lord Macguire was taken by 
storm. The confidence of the protestants, raised by these par- 
tial successes, was considerably augmented by the arrival of 
fifteen hundred men^ provided with arms, ammunition, and a 
eum of moneys whom the king had dispatched from Scotland to 
their assistance. The rebels, however, by no means discomfit^ 
by these defeats, boldly resolved on the attack of Carrickfergus, 
th^ chief post of the loyal party in Ulster. As a preliminary 
step towards the accomplishment of this splendid design, they 
determined to obtain possession of Lisbum, a Scottish settle* 
fnent about sixteen miles to the south from the castle, fisr the 
plap of leaving the Scote unmolested had long been depaited 
from. For the reduction of this po^, sir Phelim detached 
four thousand well appointed insurgents, who on die twenty«- 
eighth of November made a furious and obstinate asaault. 
The Scots received them with cool intrepidity ; and though the 
assailants penetrated several times into the town and reduced k 
to ashes, succeeded in completely routing them with the loss of 
fifteen hundred men, three times the number of the whole gar> 
rison. The rebels, provoked by this defeat, wreaked their imy 
potent rage on their miserable prisoners. The insurreodon 
had been so totally unexpected by the English protestamts, that 
fpreat numbers had fallen into the power of their enemies with- 
out f^sistance, and had been either thrown into confinement 
under the cruel apprehension of a horrible death ; or, driven 
Baked from their habitations, exposed to all the inclemencies of a 
"Wtaier particularly severe, were suffered to faint and expire, on 
the roads, or to crawl to places of security, in all the ghastliness 
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df cold, fear, and famine. TThosc prisoners they had now in 
Aeir power experienced the full effects of their implacable fary* 
Humanity shudders at the ruthless scenes which successively 
presented themselves. Lord Caulfield was basely and wanton- 
ly murdered. Fifty others, at the same time and in the same 
place, fell by catholic poniards.* Many, confined in different 
{)Iaces, were brought out on pretencfe of being conducted to 
En^ish 'setdements :t they were goaded forward by their 
guards like beasts, to whom their torments afforded subject 
bf brutal mirth and savage exultation. Sometimes they en- 
closed them in some house or castle, which they set on fire, and» 
spectators of die shocking scene, heard their cries and saw 
diem consumed with a barbarous indifference^ Sometimes they 
plunged them into the first river they met : from the bridge of 
{^ortadowni in the county of Down no fewer than one hundred 
«md ninety were at once precipitated into the stream.$ Some- 
"dmes ** Irish ecclesias^cs were seen encouraging the carnage. 
** The women forgot the tenderness of their sex, pursued the 
^ English with execrations, and imbrued their hands in blood* 
•* Even children, in their feeble malice, lifted the dagger against 
** die helpless prisoners. They who escaped the utmost fury of 
^ the rebels languished in miseries horrible to be described* 
^ Tlieir imaginations were overpowered and disordered by the 
** recoflection of tortures and butchery. In their distraction 
**' every tale of horror was eagerly received, and every sug- 
*^ gestion of frenzy and melancholy believed imjdicidy. Mi- 
** raculous escapes from deaths miraculous judgments on mur- 
^ derers,' lakes and rivers of blood, marks of slaughter indelible 
'*< by every human effort, visions of spirits chaunting hymns, 
^* ghosts rising from rivers and shrieking out revenge ; theise 
^ and such like fancies were propagated and received as 
^ incontestable.'*^ The protestants, on the other hand, began 
to Show a spirit no less diabolical. The British settlers in 
places of security forgot that their suff-ring brethren had been 
frequently rescued from the hands of the rebels by the inter* 
position of die old natives* Their hatred and abhorrence to the 

* Leland, from manuscript depositions of the county of Antrim* 
t Id. Ibid. I Id. Ibid. $ Id. Ibid. f Id. Ibid. 
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Irish race was so violent and indiscriminate, as to render 
them guilty of acts equally atrocious with those which had ex- 
cited their abhorrence. The garrison of Carrickfergus, in par- 
ticular, inflamed by an habitual antipathy to popery, beheld the 
Irish with implacable detestation. In one fatal night they is- 
sued forth from the castle into a neighbouring district, called 
Island Macgee, where a number of the poorer romanists, peace- 
able and inoifensive subjects, imtainted with rebellion, resided, 
as in a place of safety under the protection of the garrison; 
and) assailing them in their beds^ with deliberate cruelty mas- 
sacred the whole without distincuon ; o}d men sinking under 
the burden of age and accumulated infirmities^ women in la- 
bour, children at the breast^ all fell victims alike to the cold- 
blooded barbarity of their merciless assailants! 

Meantime the lords justices, on the full discovery of a plot 
of general insurrection, had sent O'Connolly, the informer, 
with intelligence to the earl of Leicester, who resided in En- 
gland under the title of lord lieutenant. Sir Henry Spotswood 
was dispatched at the same time to Edinburgh with the same 
intelligence to the king. The unfortunate Charles, incapable 
of rendering any assistance towards suppressing the rebellion^ 
devolved the management of the aifairs of Ireland on the En- 
glish parliament, whose determined plan was totally to subvert 
die royal authority. .The parliament assumed this concession 
in its most extensive signification, and resolved to use the pow- 
er with which they were entrusted as a fit instrument to for- 
ward their designs. Confident in their own power, on which 
ihey relied for being at any time able to crush the insurgentSf 
they were careful not to hasten the termination of the war, 
which would deprive them of the means of extending their inr 
fluence by patronage, the levying of money, and the providing 
of arms, which they intended ultimately to employ against 
the king* though for the present apparently against the rebels. 

Closely connected with the popular party, and influenced by 
the hope of private emolument, the lords justices, especially 
Parsons, Arew every obstacle in the way of putting an end to 
th^ rebellion, and the dreadful train of miseries and bloodshed 
by which it was attended. When proclamations were issued 
^ring pardons to the rebels, they were clogged with so many 
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stipulations, limitations^ and exceptions, as to render diem of 
no effect ; and when the English parliament at length ordered 
them to publish a general full pardon to all who- should lay 
down their arms, within a certain time, they eluded the execu« 
tion of the order. When the catholic lords and gendemen 
of the Pale, whose houses had been plundered and burned, 
whose lands had been destroyed, whose tenants had been mur- 
dered by the earl of Ormond under these parliamentary justices^ 
when these very catholics, notwithstanding all diese grievances 
and oppressions, again tendered their best services to govern- 
ment, in order to put a stop to the insurrection, now becoming 
general throughout die whole kingdom, their overtures were 
rejected with insult and contempt. The earl of Casdehaven 
was unjusdy imprisoned, and sir John Read most biquitously 
put to torture, for what was termed ofiicious interference. The 
catholics of the Pale, thus left unarmed and exposed to the 
rebels, were consequendy obliged to pay them heavy contribu- 
tions for their good treatment. Incensed by these unjust, irri- 
tating, and impcditic measures, they were, in self-defence, to- 
gether witji the rest of the well affected catholic body through- 
out the kingdom, compelled to coalesce with the rebeb ; a coali- 
ti(xi in this, as in almost every other instance, the pur^ result of 
the tyranical and imprudent conduct of the protestants, and 
^hich most unwarrantably has been branded with the apellation 
of an unnatural rebellion, though the catholics, notwithstanding 
the many harsh oppressions under which they laboured, seem 
to have been indubitably the most loyal subjects the state con- 
tained. Their oath of confederacy was couched in the most 
loyal, moderate, and conciliating terms, and they declared 
themselves ready at all dmes to confer with commissioners 
from the government for the pacification of the country. They 
sent a deputation to the king, petitioning him to listen to their 
grievances, and expressing their loyalty and attachment to his 
person and government in the most explicit terms. Charles in 
consequence signed a commission on the fourteenth of January, 
sixteen hundred and forty-two, by which he directed the mar- 
quis of Ormond, the earls of Clanrickard and Roscommon^ 
viscount Moore, sir Thomas Lucas* sir Maurice Eustace, and 
Thomas Bourk, esq. to confer with the principal confederates, 
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snd to receive from diem m writing what thejr had to propotnkLi 
The marquis of Ormonde a man of great personal courage and 
considerable roilitarj talents, but ambitious, vindktiye^ baugh^^ 
and impatient of control, was impressed with so malignant a 
, hatred to the cathoKcs^ that he not only disobeyed his soi^ereign 
in this and all other attempts conducive to their yfeihrc^ biU^ 
for the sake of gratifying his antipathy to them, meanly de^ 
scended to execute the orders of his determined enemies* A 
committee, sent over by the English parliament contrary to tfao 
express commands of the king, were received by the lords jus* 
tices with much respect, i*ho recognized their authority. WiUhe 
out his majesty's consent they were admitted into the privjr 
council, where their opinions gave the tone to the decisions of 
tlte board* Preferring to obey the orders of this conunittee tn 
the pacific injunctions of Charles, Ormond marched towards 
Boss with an army of six thousand men. In this expedition 
nearly one thoi sand Irish were slain. Ormond was the aaly 
one of the commissioners appointed by ^e king who did not 
attend the meetuig of the confederates at Trim> where they de« 
livered to the others a very full remonsitrance of all their griev« 
ances^ which was transmitted t» the thnme. 

The king, deeply affected by this remonstrance, informed dit 
lords justices that he had authorised the marquis of Onn<md t(ft 
treat with the confederates for a cessation of hostilities for oa€ 
year; and ordered them to give eflectual assistance to forward 
the same. Sir William Parsons was superseded and indicted 
to stand trial for Opposing the cessation and other high crimei 
and misdemefnours ; and Sir Henry Tichbume» being JcnowA 
decidedly to favour the cessation^ was appointed to succeed 
him as colleague to Sir John Borlase. Ormand again received 
an order from the lords justices, by die king's commsmd^ tb 
confer with the confederates at Gasde Martin in the county of 
Kildare, on the twenty-third of June, one thousand six hundred 
and forty*two. When the commissioners of the confederated 
met him he treated diem with all the t}rrannical insolence of a 
4iaaghty superior. He indignandy called for die authority by 
«which they ai^eared, and when they produced a copy of th^ 
authority which they had received from the supreme councH 
of the confederate catholics at Kilkenny, he suporcilioualy con- 
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tcited their title» amd questioned the facts retcrrtA to in die 
Writnigs. He peremptorily rejected the condition insisted upon 
hf the confederates of the dissolution of the present and the 
calling of a new parliament, notwithstanding the king's post-* 
tive eccmmands to gratify them in that particular. By thiscon^ 
duct and many other contrivances to which he had recourse^ 
die cessation was delayed till the seventh of September, sixtee^ 
hundred and forty-three, when Charles's wishes and positive 
commands were at length acceded to. Ormond procured from 
them a voluntary contribution of thirty thousand pounds, and A 
remforcement of several thousands of their best troops for th4 
service of their sovereign in Scotland, who conducted them^ 
selves in such a manner as to reflect honour on the country 
from which they were sent, and to render essential services to 
die royal cause. 

No sooner was the treaty of cessation signed, than the nor<* 
them army, as well as the rest of the king's forces, all under the 
command of Ormond, rejected it, and immediately taking th^ 
covenant, offered to follow their leader Monroe, whenever be 
should march against the Irish. About the saxfle time lord In« 
chiquin revoked ; and administered an oath to each of his fbl* 
bwers for the eSLtirpation of popery and the extermination of 
dte Irish. 

Meantime the confederates continued to send over so many 
and such effectual supplies to the king, that on the twenty* 
fborth of October, sixteen hundred and forty-ftmr, the parlia« 
ment issued this bloody decree :— " That no quarter should be 
^ given to any Irishman or papist . born in Ireland that should 
^ be taken in hostility against the parliament, either upon seA 
** or in England and Wales." The hostilities d^ly committed 
upon die confederates by Monroe in Ulster, Sir Charies Coote 
in Connaught, and lord Inchiquin in Munster, caused them to 
petidon die marquis of Ormond, now created lord lieutenant,' 
either to put himself at their head, or at least to permit them to 
arm against diose who, by violating the cessation of arms, acted 
as avowed enemies to the crown. The crafty Ormond* how- 
ever, who beheld the catholics with the utmost antipathy, though 
toSXy sensible of their loyalty, not choosing to acknowledge 
them as die best friends to government, artfully evaded die 
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petition; and at the same time by the unbounded sway he pos- 
sessed over the mind of his royal master, he contrived with 
consummate art to delay the peace in opposition to the king^a 
pressing and positive commands, until such a measure was ren- 
dered unavailing by the cessation of the exercise of the* royal 
authority, on the imprisonment of the king's person, in the 
year sixteen hundred and fifty-six. 

Thwarted and disappointed as he was in his favourite object 
of ingratiating himself with the confederated catholics^ and pro* 
voked by the conduct of Ormond in this and other particulars^ 
the unfortunate monarch could yet never summon sufficient re- 
solution to reprobate the proceedings of his favourite, and openly 
to avow a decided approbation of the catholics. Being fearful, 
however, that they might be alienated from his cause, he en- 
deavoured to effect by secret influence what he had not courage 
to do by the public exercise of his authority. He granted to 
the earl of Glamorgan, a catholic nobleman, one of the heads of 
the confederacy, extraordinary powers for the express purpose 
of counteracting the measures of Ormond, and ^pledged himself 
to ratify whatever he should think proper to grant the catholic; 
they having " by their supplies testified their zeal to our ser- 
" vice." Aifter this acknowledgement of the loyalty and zeal 
of the confederates from the king himself, it is but fair to con- 
clude that their subsequent endeavours to obtain succours from 
Sp^n, Italy, and Lorraine, were dictated by a wish to render 
still more effectual assistance to Charles, who himself drew^ 
considerable aid from the same quarters. 

Charles, however, notwithstanding all his professions, still 
never seriously meant to support the confederates, who conti- 
nued to be the dupes of his duplicity and the victims of the 
malevolence of Ormond. By his intrigues they were prevailed 
upon, contrary to the advice of the pope's nuncio, to make 
peace publicly with the marquis, and privately with the earl of 
Glamorgan, making separate treaties for the religious gnd pO' 
litical articles. On the sixth of March, sixteen hundred and 
forty-six, they deputed lord Muskerry and several other com- 
missioners publicly to conclude a peace with Ormond, which 
accordingly was signed at Dublin on the twenty-eighth of the 
same month. The secret treaty with the earl of Glamorgan, 
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relating principally to the toleradon of the catholic religion, 
jmd the sending over subsidies to the king, had been executed 
on the twenty-fifth of the preceding month of August* 

Meantime the confederates earnestly endeavoured to prevail 
CD the lord-lieutenant to declare the northern covenanters rebels, 
while he artfully employed himself to gain the confidence of 
these forces, and to bring thenri over to the king's service. Not 
only the old English troops, but even Monroe and his Scots 
seemed inclined to unite with the chief governor on moderate 
terms, which alarmed the English parliament so much that, 
to prevent their defection, they resolved to send them supplies 
of money, provisions, and clothing. Sir Charles Coote, a 
staunch parliamentarian, in the mean time demanded their 
assistance towards suppressing a rebellion against his govern- 
ment in Connaught, and to reduce the town of Sligo, the prin- 
wei {dace of strength in possession of the insurgents. After 
sflne hesitation, four thousand foot and five hundred horse 
were detached from the Scotch and English forces for this ser« 
vice. Sligo was soon forced to surrender ; and all the adjacent 
country became exposed to their depredations. The confede- 
rates <rf Kilkenny, provoked at these hostilities pending the 
ncgociation for peace, ordered sir James Dillon with eight hun- 
dred men to assist the archbishop of Tuam in the recovery of 
Kigo. The martial prelate led the assault in person, forced Iiis 
way into the very centre of the town, and would have succeed- 
ed in expelling the garrison, had not he received the mortifying 
intelligence that a strong army of the northerns was approaching. 
His forces inunediately retired ; but were attacked and routed 
by sir James Coote in their retroat, with the loss of the arch- 
bishop himself, who was slain. Amongst his papers was found 
an authentic copy of the secret treaty of peace concluded with 
the earl of Glamorgan, which important acquisition was imme- 
diately transmitted to the English parliament, who ordered the 
ps^er to be printed and industriously dispersed, to the great 
joy and exultation of the king's enemies. Charles, to prevent 
the bad consequences which might arise from this, declared, 
upon the faith of sl king' I ! and a christian^ that he had never 
£^ven to the earl of Glamorgan those privileges and powers 
which he was then known by many, and is now known by all. 
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to have repeatedly conferred upon him. With stiD greater 
effrontery dte tnarqnis of Ormond and lord Dillon, both of whon 
well knew the authority upon which Glamorgan had acted^ 
caused him to be indicted of high treason for forging or sur* 
repticiously obtaining those commissions, and immediately codi* 
mitted his person to close custody ; but the confederates hav- 
ing peremptorily declared that they woUld break off the treaty 
of peace if he was not instantly liberated, he was enlarged on 
the recognizance of himself and the earl of Kildare. 

It is no wonder that many of the confederates, after so pub- 
lie an exposure of the royal faith, by which they found them* 
Selves so frequently deluded and betrayed, shouM in their future 
iiegociationa require some more stable security for the per- 
formance of the articles of a treaty than the word of a king so 
repeatedly vicdated. A great majority, however, still contmued 
to place unlimited confidence in the king, placing his condufit 
to the account of the imperious necessity of his affairs. Much 
dissension, from this disimion of opinion, consequently arose 
amongst them. The peace by this means was retarded: and 
their power considerably weakened^ to the secret sadsfaction of 
Ormond, who most actively fomented their internal divisions. 
The nuncio of the pope, with a very great body of the confede- 
rates, objected to any treaty which had only future concessions 
for its basis ; while others were for implicitly relying on the 
the good intendons of Charles and the lord lieutenant. But 
however they might differ in this respect, they all, to the very 
last, continued warmly attached to the royal cause. 

Tht treaty concluded with Ormond at Dublin was attended 
by a conditional obligation by which the king was absolved 
from all concessions unless the confederates transported for his 
service in England she diousand foot, well armed and provided, 
by the first of ApriU and four thousand more in a month after. 
In the mean time, the treaty was deposited in the hands of lord 
Clanrickard, as an instrument of no validity until the troops 
should be sent away. But the negociation was so long pro- 
tracted by various concurring circumstances, that the succours^ 
which formed so grand a part of it to the unhappy Charles, ar- 
S^*ed so late that th^ could be enq>loyed to scarcely any cfibc- 
tual purpose. 
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The proceedings of sir Charles Coote and his paiiiamentari- 
ate becoming insufferably violent and alarming, the confede- 
rates renewed their urgent solicitations to Ormond to lead them 
against these enemies to the crown ; but he resisted their pres^ 
sing entreaties, artfully observing that he was well convinced 
Aeare was an absolute necessity of union, but that he would not 
act with those who had not received dieir authority from the 
king. He insisted with obstinacy, in the mean time, on the 
suppression of Glamorgan's treaty, which Charles had disavow- 
ed aH knowledge of, and that the treaty of Dublin concluded 
with himself should be immediately published. If these over- 
tures were not acceded to, he declared that the situation of the 
king's affairs in Dublin must compel him to seek some other 
method of recovering and supporting his authority in Ireland, 
The result of this was that the confederates agreed to the pub- 
lication of the treaty with Ormonde which would immediately 
have taken place, had not Charles, who had surrendered to the 
Scottish army» in a letter ordered the marquis to desist from aH 
farther proceedings, and not to conclude a treaty with^thc Irish 
upon any terms whatsoever. 

Althou^ the marquis may have been persuaded that this 
order was extorted, yet it was not easy to persuade others; 
and anxiety, suspense, and confusion, every where prevailed : 
During which, lord Digby arriving from the Continent, declared 
that the king was held captive by the army, and that all his 
measures were the effect of compulsion, in order to suit the 
purposes of his worst enemies. 

Ormond, however, not only prevented the loyal subjects of 
Charles from proceeding with vigour in his cause ; but, basely 
deserting the reduced fortunes of his unfortunate monarch, 
treacherously entered into terms with the commissioners of the 
parliament, with whom he stipulated to surrender the castle of 
Dublin, the authority of lord lieutenant, and his sword, in con- 
sideration of receiving five thousand pounds immediately, two 
thousand pounds a-year for five years, and a release from all in- 
cumbrances upon his estate up to the beginning of the insurrec- 
tion* After thb shameful surrender he retired to England, 
whence he was compelled to escape to France. 

The confederates after this having again met at KilkenDy^tfiere 
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took into eonsideration that *^ his majesty was in restraiat; 
^< th^t all addresses to him were forbidden ; and that some 
** members of parliament who had ventured to speak in his fa- 
*< vour were expelled : therefore, in that extremity, there beings 
^* no access to his majesty to implore either his justice or his 
^^ mercy, all laws^ either human or divine, did allow the said 
•< catholics to take some other course in order to their defence 
** and preservation— *iot against his sacred majesty, but against 
^^ those who had laid violent hands on his person, who designed 
^ to abolish the royal authority, and resolved to extirpate or 
** destroy the said catholics." 

Ormond, meantime, after having been indignandy forced intx> 
exile by those very enemies of the king to whom he had, from 
Inercenary motives, ignom'miously betrayed his high trust and 
his own honour, again returned from France into Ireland, and 
arriving at Cork on the twenty-ninth of October, sixteen hun- 
dred and fort>'-eight, resolved to use the unshaken loyalty and 
severely tried attachment of the catholics to Charles as the in- 
strument of his own revenge. He therefore dissembled for the 
moment his implacable hatred to the catholics, and aifecting to 
place the fate of the king in their exertions, was received with 
universal acclamations. He was invited by the general assem- 
bly at Kalkenny to conclude a peace with them, and to join his 
efforts to those of the nation at large against the parliamenta- 
rians, who were soon to destroy monarchy, to abolish the hier- 
archy, and to extirpate the catholic religion. He still, however, 
rejected every condition of peace that related to the toleration 
of popery, or the repeal of any of the penal laws. During this 
delay lord Inchiquin's army revolted against the king, which 
defection the marquis seized as a pretext for completely delay- 
ing the definitive treaty. 

By this unaccountable conduct of Ormond, notwithstanding 
the earnestness of the king to be reconciled to the confederates 
on any terms, the treaty was protracted till within one fortnight 
of the tragical end of Charles. Had he been actuated by any 
sense of the welfare of the state, any regard to the preserva>> 
tion of the constitution, any zeal for the support of his own 
religion, or any real attachment to his sovereign, he would not 
have declared '< that the articles of the peace were not conde- 
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^ scended to, till all hopes of the treaty then on foot m En- 
•* gland between the king and the parliament were overpassed, 
** and the army were not ashamed to proclaim their purpose, to. 
•* commit a horrid and execrable murder and parricide on the 
*< sacred person of bis majesty. This we mention, not asi 
•* thereby in the least degree to invalidate any of the conces* 
" sions made unto these people, but, on the contrary to render 
•* them in every point the more sacred and inviolable by how 
** much the necessity on his majesty's part for the granting 
** thereof is the greater, and the submission on dieir part to his 
" majesty's authority, in such his great necessity, more oppor- 
•* tunc and seasonable : as also to call the world (and whom- 
** soever either any peace at all, or the terms of this peace^ ,, 
*' may be distasteful unto) to testify hereafter, that as the full 
** benefit thereof cannot, without great injustice and somewhat 
** of ingratitude, (if we may so speak in the case of his ma- 
** jesty widi reference to this last act of theirs) be denied unto 
** them, so any blame thereof ought to be laid upon those alone 
^ who have imposed the sad necessity, the saddest to which 
" any king was ever reduced.'' 

What share he assumed to himself of the disasters of his 
royal master, by having so long deprived him of the assistance 
of his catholic subjects, cannot be known ; but - certain it is^ 
that this awful moment of embarrassment was the first in which 
he made any avowal favourable to that body of men. ^Besides 
the reluctant, die ungracious, and half-penitent admission, of 
their persevering attachment to the king in his utmost distress, 
he said in a letter to Lord Digby, written within a week of 
Charle's death, " I must say for this people, that I have observ- 
** cd in them great readiness to comply with what I was able to 
** give them, and a very great sense of the king's sad condition," 
And in another letter of the same date to the prince of Wales, 
he mentions " the very eminent loyalty of the assembly, which 
** was not shaken by the success which God had permitted to 
** the monstrous rebellion in England ; nor by the mischievous 
•* practices of the no less malicious rebels in Ireland." Yet 
this loyal assembly had Ormond most cruelly persecuted, and to 
these maUcious rebels did he surrender up the authority with 
which he was invested by his royal master. 
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The reign of the unfbitunate Charles was terminated by the 
ignominy of his public execution, which melancholy catastrophe 
might have been prevented had he conducted himself with but 
tolerable sincerity and moderation towards his subjects both of 
England and Ireland* Had he possessed sufficient discernmeni 
to make a judicious choice of his ministers and favourites^ of 
had he even decidedly opposed the measures of Ormond, and 
taken shelter amongst his faithful Irish catholic subjects, it is hard 
to say how far the power of the parliamentarians might have 
been checked : But the glaring weakness, irresolution, insin* , 
cerity, and absurdity, apparent throughout the whole of his 
administration, recal to our recollection the words of a 
celebrated Latin Mriteiw^which, indeed, we could almost be 
tempted to apply to the present rulers of these islands—* 

*< ^os vutt perdere Detis dementaty* 

60 great and general was the indignation of the people of 
Ireland at the king^s murder, that the pope's nuncio immediate- 
ly left the kingdom, despairing of being any longer able to pre- 
vent the imion of the catholic confederates with the protestant 
loyalists under the lord lieutenant, who was at Youghall when 
fee received intelligence of the king's death, where he instantly 
proclaimed the prince of Wales king, by the tide of Charles II. 

* Those whom God wills to destroy he first makes mad. 
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IN the first effervescence of the horror which all conceived 
of the murder of Charles, the English and Irish vied with each 
other in their exertions against the parliamentarian rebels^ 
whom they now denominated and treated as regicides. To 
ibis union were owing the first successful movements of Or- 
mond's campaign in the reduction of most <^ the strong holds 
in the northern parts of the kingdom, except Londonderry* 
The pride of Ormond stimulated him above all things to regain 
possession of Dublin, which he had so basely surrendered. 
But the infamy of giving it up for lucre was aggravated by his 
disgraceful defeat at Rathmines, about three miles from Dublin, 
by a very inferior force under Michael Jones, the rebel gover- 
nor of the city. This shameful disaster, coupled with the 
ready submission of Inchiquin's men, who instantly enlisted in 
Jones's army, and several other circumstances attending the 
conduct of Onnond on this occasion, naturally renewed in the 
Irish their former suspicions that he had still some secret un* 
derstanding widi the English rebels ; and these suspicions were 
strengthened by the constant failure of all his subsequent endea- 
vours against them. 

ITie new king had expressly written from the Hague " that 
^ he had received and was extremely well satisfied with the 
^ articles of peace concluded with the Irish confederates, and 
^ would confirm wholly and entirely all that was contained isk 
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*' them.'* Notwithstanding this, after his majesty had been 
proclaimed in Scodand, and had been advised by Ormond to 
accept of the commissioners' invitation to go over to that king- 
dom, well knowing that his taking the covenant was to be the 
previous condition to his being admitted to the throne of Scot- . 
land, he took shipping and landed there on the twent}'-third of 
June, sixteen hundred and fifty. After having signed both the 
national and solemn covenant in the short space of two months, 
the king published a declaration ** that he would have no ene- 
<* mies but the enemies of the covenant ; that he did detest and 
** abhor popery, superstition, and idolatry, together with prelacy; 
** resolving not to tolerate, much less to* allow, these, in any part 
** of his dominions, and to endeavour the extirpation thereof to 
•* the utmost of his power.'* And he expressly pronounced the 
peace lately made with the Irish, and confirmed by himself, to 
be null and void ; adding, " that he was convinced in his con- 
*< science of the sinfulness and unlawfulness of it, and of his al- 
^ lowing them (the confederates) the liberty of the popish reli- 
•* gion : for which he did in his heart desire to be deeply hum- 
** bled before the Lord ; and for having sought unto such 
•* unlawful help for the restoring of him to his throne." This 
declaration necessarily produced the effect which Ormond him- 
self declared in a letter to secretary Long, namely, *< to with- 
** draw this people from their allegiance, by infusing into them 
** a belief that, by his majesty's having taken or approved of 
« the covenant, they are deprived of the benefit of the peace, 
** and left to the extirpation the covenant proposes, both of their 
•* religion and their persons." 

In the mean time the successes of the parliamentarians con- 
tinued. When the former successful progress of Ormond first 
awakened the parliament to a sense of danger, Waller, their 
general, was displaced to make room for Lambert, who was in 
turn supplanted by Oliver Cromwell himself. That usurper, 
aware that the situation was one which would add to his conse- 
quence and power, contrived by his intrigues to be chosen lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, by an unanimous vote of parliament. 
His intrepidity and vigour quickly dissipated all the difficulties 
of his undertaking, and he landed in Dublin on the fifteenth 
•f August, with eight thousand foot, four thousand horse, twen- 
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ty thousand pounds in money, and ail other necessaries of war. 
Having entrusted the city to the care of sir Theophilus Jones, 
he took the field with ten thousand chosen men* Historians in 
general have represented the submission of the Irish to Crom- 
well as too hasty and unnecessary. The truth is, that the Irish suf- 
fered severely for the personal bravery and intrepidity which they 
displayed in support of the royal cause. When CromweH with his 
well-appointed army appeared before Drogheda, his summons 
to surrender was rejected. «* On the ninth of September he 
" began to batter the place," says Dr. Warner ; " and continuing 
^ to do so till the next day in the evening, the assault was made, 
*< and his men twice repulsed with great bravery; but in the 
** third attack, which Cromwell led in person, colonel Wall be^ 
** ing killed at the head of his regiment, his men were so dis- 
•* mayed that they submitted to the enemy offering them quar- 
'' ter, sooner than they had need to have done, and thereby betray- 
" ed themselves to the slaughter. The place was immediately 
" taken by storm : and though his officers and soldiers had 
" promised quarter to all that would lay down their arms, yet 
** Cromwell ordered that no quarter should be given, and none 
•* was given accordingly* The slaughter continued all that day 
<' and the next, and the governor and four colonels were killed 
** in cold blood." According to Leland, " this hideous execu- 
<* tion was continued for five days, with every circumstance of 
^ horror. A number of ecclesiastics was found within the walls; 
•* and Cromwell, as if immediately commissioned to execute 
<* divine vengeance on these ministers of idolatry, ordered his 
" soldiers to plunge their weapons into the helpless wretches. 
<^ Some few of the garrison contrived to escape in disguise ; 
*' thirty persons oilly remained imslaughtered by an enemy 
**• glutted and oppressed by carnage ; and these were instantly 
" transported as slaves to Barbadoes." 

Cromwell, with his usual vigour, followed up the advantage 
which his butcheries had obtained for him in the consternation 
of the Irish, and marched with nine thousand men through the 
coimty of Widow, while his fleet attended the motions of his 
army* As he advanced, the forts and towns of inferior note 
surrendered ; but at Wexford he found the garrison sufficiendy 
strengthened to resist his progress. This place, however, fell 
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by treachery into his possession, being betrayed into his hands 
by colonel StraflFord, whom Ormond had made govt rnor of the 
castle ; and on this occasion Cromwell is'described by Ormond, 
in a letter to the king, <' to have exceeded himself, and M»y 
^ thing he had ever heard of, in breach of faith and bloody in- 
•* humanit}"^ ; and that the crurlties exercised there for five days 
^ would make as many several pictures of inhumanity as are to* 
** be found in the Book of Martyrs, or in the Relation of Am- 
•*boyna.'' 

Cromwell, after the reduction of Wexford, marched agaimt 
Boss, which surrendered upon articles. The fort of Duncan- 
non made a more honourable resistance ; and so considerably 
had the victorious army been reduced by the severity of the" 
season, that a reinforcement of fifteen hundred men was sent 
from Dublin^ and had been some time expected by CromweD. 
Lord Inchiquin was ini'ormed of the march of these forces, 
and, with the consent of Ormond, resolved to intercept them. 
In this attempt he was foiled and defeated ; yet Wogan, the 
officer who commanded in Duncannon, continued to make a 
brave defence* By the assistance and encouragement of lord 
Casdehaven, he made a sally with such vigour and success, 
that the siege was raised, not without some confusionon the 
part of the besiegers. On retiring to their main body, diey 
found their general tran^rting his troops to the county of 
Kilkenny, by a bridge of boats constructed on the Barrow. 
Ormond, who had concluded a negociation with Owen O^Neal, 
and had alre^y received part of his forces, made some prepa* 
rations for disputing the passage of the river ; but Cromwell, 
superior in vigilance and expedition as well as numbers, had 
already transported his army, and obliged the nuu-quis gradually 
to retire to Kilkenny. . -Here he found the rest of the northern 
Irish forces ready to receive his commands. The presence of 
their favourite general, however, was wanting, for O'Neal now 
laboured under a malady that soon put a period to his existence* 
80 powerful a reinforcement appeared to encourage Ormond to 
the design of meeting the enemy in the field. 

Defection and dissentions, however, still continued to effect 
more fi^r the pariiamentarians than even the valour of their 
armies, the skill of their general, or even the terror which xt^ 
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tidtcd from their dreadful cruelties, could have achieved. 
Town after town^ and fortress after fortress^ fell into their pos- 
session, until at length all Ireland, widi the exception of the 
province of Connaughi, was in the power of the rebels, under 
the command of IretcMi, whom Cromwell had appointed genersd 
ki chief upon his return to England, where his views of ambi- 
tion now called for the exertion of ail his energies. 

It was at this juncture of the king's affairs in Ireland that 
Ormond withdrew from that kingdom a second time. What- 
ever party spirit may allege in charge, commendauont or defence 
ef Ormondy and no character was ever more partially repie- 
sented, the truth is «now ascertained as to the leading facts 
which constituted that character. After his disgrace at Rath- 
mines, he never engaged in person Cromwell^ Ireton, or Jones; 
but at diis moment he abandoned the royalists in their utmost 
needy and sought his own personal safety a second time by 
flight ; and not only did he continue to receive the price of hi$ 
fonner surrender of Dublin to the rebels, but the marchioness 
of Ormonde during the whole time of her lord's proscription, 
three thousand pounds a-year, by favour of Cromwell. 

So grossly inconsistent with the late peace was the king's 
subscription to the covenant, that Ormond affected publicly to 
discredit the report of his having taken it. The confederacy, 
however, not only believed that the king had, as the fact was, 
debased himself and betrayed them by covenanting with the 
murderers of his father, but that Ormond had approved of and 
advised the measure. Several of them, therefore, with a large 
part of their clergy, assembled at Jamestown in their present 
embarrassment, and, after much deliberation, determined that 
the clergy should endeavour by ecclesiastical censures to with- 
draw all persons of their own communion from the command 
ef Ormond : they accordingly, assuming that his lordship would 
now publicly promote, as he had ever secredy favoured, the 
ODvenanters, published an excommunication against all such 
catholics as should enlist under, feed, help, or adhere to his ex- 
cellency, or assist him in any manner whatsoever. But lest 
their loyalty to their constitutional sovereign should be suspect- 
ed, they involved in the same sentence of excommunication all 
snch catholics lis should adhere to the common enemies of Go^,* 

K 
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their king, and country. When Ormond quitted Ireland he left 
the wreck of his powers to lord Clanrickard, who had often be- 
fore remonstrated with him on those measures of his adminis- 
tration which tended to alienate the aiBfections of the nation from 
the royal cause ; and when he received the government from 
Ormond he was fiilly sensible of the impossibility of effecting 
any thing for the service of the king. 

Although Charles, still being in the hands of the Scots, dared' 
not openly avow the treaty then pending widi the duke of Lor- 
rain to re-establish the treaty with the royal authority in Ire- 
land, yet he did all he could to forward it ; and when he was 
out of the hands of the Scots, he wrote to his highness from 
Paris to solicit assistance from him and other catholic princes 
against his and their enemies. Even Ormond himself, finding 
his once favoured puritans going greater lengths than he per- 
haps wished or expected, notwithstanding his horror of popery» 
did not scruple to recommend the sending^Wm^ ministers and 
proposing apt inducements to the pope, for his speedy and ac- 
tive interposition with the catholic princes to enable the king's 
catholic subjects of Ireland to make head against the rebels. 

The marquis of Clanrickard continued for some time to carry 
on the appearance of hostilities, from a vain hope of making a 
diversion in favour of the king's English enterprises : but at 
length reduced to the utmost distress, his troops dispersed, and 
his resources exhausted, he accepted conditions from the re- 
publicans and retired from Ireland. 

In the mean time the parliament of England concerted mea- 
sures [1652] for the final setdement of the administration of the 
affairs of Ireland. Lambert was appointed successor to Ireton : 
but the intrigues of Cromwell caused the parliament to deny 
him any higher title than that of commander in chief; with 
which, as the usurper wished, Lambert was offended, and re- 
fused to accept the command. It was conferred on Fleetwood, 
who had lately married the relic of Ireton, and of course was 
. particularly devoted to his father-in-law Cromwell. 

Upon the arrival of Fleetwood in Ireland, he found there 
scarcely the remains of war, and the Irish of all orders were 
reduced to accept terms from the victorious republicans. The 
first act of the administration thus confirmed under the auspices 
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of a republican usurper, after a dreadful conflict of eleven years, 
was to collect all the native Irish who had survived the general 
desolation and remained in the country, and transplant them 
into the province of Connaught, which had been depopulated 
and laid waste in the progress of the rebellion. They were 
ordered to retire thither by a certain day, and forbidden to re- 
pass the Shannon on pain of death ; and this sentence of depor^ 
tation was rigidly enforced until the restoration. Their ancient 
possessions were seized and given up to the conquerors, as were 
the possessions of every man who had taken a part in what was 
termed the rebellion, or had followed the fortune of the king 
after the death of Charles I. This whole fund was distributed 
among the oflBcers and soldiers of Cromwell's army, in satisfac- 
tion of the arrears of their pay, and amongst the adventurers 
who had advanced money to defray the expences of the war. 
And thus a new colony of setders, composed of all the sects 
which then infested Englandy independents, socinians, anabap- 
tists, seceders, bi*ownists, millenarians, and dissenters of every 
description, many of them filled with the spirit of democracy, 
poured into Ireland, and were put in possession of the ancient 
inheritance of its inhabitants.* Such were the blessings of re- 
publican government dealt out by Oliver Cromwell — a form of 
government which, when not suffered to corrupt itself by the 
possession of too great military power, as in the instance now 
before us, is unquestionably the most pure and perfect to which 
any people labouring under one that is tyrannical or oppressive 
can commit the management of its affairs^ and for the acquire- 
ment of which no privations they may endure, no struggle they 
may sustain, will be found too high a price. 

Cromwell, soon after he was proclaimed protector, sent his 
son Henry into Ireland to sound the disposition of the army, 
to reconcile the minds of the people to the usurpation, and, by 
cultivating the friendship of those who possessed great influ- 
eaccy to prepare the way for the future peaceable administration 
of this kingdom. 

♦ Speech of the carl gf Claf^ on the sixteenth of February, 
eighteen hunitred. 
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This period of Ae htstoiy of Ireland is peculiarly berrea of 
incident. On the death of Oliver^ Richard Cromwell con- 
firmed his brother Henry in the government of Ireland. 

Richard summoned the merai:>ers chosen for Ireland to the 
English parliament : the repuUicans opposed the admission of 
thirty of them who were known to be advocates for the crown; 
bat the court, though with difficuky^ at length prevailed that 
they should sit and vote. The news of the dissolution of this 
parliament, and tlie intrigues of the royal party, was first brought 
to Ireland by sir Charles Coote. The lord lieutenant with 
vigour exerted himself to support the tottering authority of his 
brother. On the restoration of the rump parliament he laboured 
to prevent the disorders which might arise from this sudden re- 
\K>lution. He issued a proclamation to preserve the peace;, 
and, on consulting with his officers, sent agents to the council 
of state with proposals relative to the civil and military govern- 
ment of Ireland. They were referred to the parliament, as it 
was called, who made some ordinances for the benefit of the 
adventurers said soldiers; and at the same time resolved that 
the government of Ireland should be again administered by 
commissioners, that Henry Cromwell should be recalled, and 
Itfudlow appointed to conunand the forces of the commonwealth 
in that kingdom. The sentiments of Henry Cromwell were 
diose of passive obedience to the parliaroent ; but the new c^m-* 
missioners, doubting his sincerity, expected oppositicm on his 
part, and prepared measures accordingly. They however were 
received without any obstacle into the castle, while Henry re- 
tired to a house in the Phccnix Park, having administered the 
government with such disregard to his private interests, that he 
could not immediately command so much money as would de- 
fray the e^tpence of a voyage to England. 

From the ntoment of the abdication of Richard Cromwell^ 
the royalists of Ireland conceived the most sanguine hope oi 
the king's speedy restoration. This happy event soon followed.. 
Charles was informed of the favourable appearances whicli 
were manifested, and but for the great expectation which at that 
time M as cherished of the success of Monk in England, would 
certainly have repaired to Ireland, whither he was earnestly in- 
^dted by lord BrogliiU, sir Charles Coote, and others, who now 
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espouaecl the cause of Ipyalty» and iraited with iHipatieotce for 
the declaration of Breda. This was readily accepted; aiid king 
Charles II, was proclaimed with every noanifestation of joy in 
all the great towns ckf Ireland. 

The situation of Ireland at the restc»ration [1660] is more 
easily described than credited. A people who had continued 
ia arms staunch to the royal cause nearly three years longer 
than any other part of the British empire, reduced to two thirds 
of their population by their contests with the regicides, by 
massacres^ famine, and pestilence, stripped of any armed force 
f(»' defence or attack, expatriated at home, and divested of the 
remnants of their ancient inheritances. Thus were these unfor- 
tunate wrecks of the native Irish, the devoted victims to their Ic^- 
al^, penned up like hunted beasts in the devastated wilds of 
Connaught, hardly existing in the gregarian and promiscuous 
possession and cultivation of the soil, without the means of ac» 
quiring live or dead stock, and wanting even the necessary 
utensils of husbandry. Surely^ if ever Ireland had a call of 
gratitude on the crown of England^ it was at the restoration of > 
Charles II. ; yet the first legislators after the restoration wafl 
established^ confirmed the rebellious regicides in the wages of 
their sanguinary rebellion. BroghiU, who was- created earl dT 
Orrery, and sir Charles Coote, created earl of Montrath, wero 
nominated lords justices of Ireland ; and sir Maurice Eustace^r 
an old and particular fnend of Ormond> appointed lord high 
chancellor. By the advice and management of these persons 
with Ormond was the whole settlement of the kingdom con* 
ducted. These persons were all known and determined ene- 
mies to the Irish catholics, and their measures were such as 
might from that ciccumstance naturally be expected. They 
contrived to call a new parliament^ in which it was enacted ne 
member should be qualified to sit in the house of commons but 
such as had taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy; while 
the speaker of the house of lords (the archbishop of Armagh) 
proposed that all the members thereof should receive the sacra- 
ment of the Lord^s supper from his grace's own hands. With, 
the like view of preventing the Irish catholics from sending; 
over agents to England to counteract the state commissicmers 
tvfao were solicitmg the English parliament to except the Irish 
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eatholics out of the act of oblivion and general pardon^ the 
convention at Dublin put in execution all the severe laws and 
ordinances made by the usurpers, by which the catholics were 
prevented from going from one province to another to transact 
their Jbusiness, such as had the more considerable estates were 
imprisoned, and all their letters to and from the capital were 
intercepted: the gentry were forbidden to meet, and were 
thereby deprived of the means of agreeing upon agents to take 
care of their interests, and of an opportunity to represent their 
grievances at the foot of the throne. The reports of popish 
plots and conspiracies. were resorted to for the purpose of 
alarming the English parliament into the measure of excluding 
the Irish catholics from the general pardon, and quieting pos* 
sessions in Ireland* Charles published a proclamation for ap- 
prehending and prosecuting all Irish rebels (a term then used 
as synonymous with Irish catholics,) and commanding that ad- 
venturers, soldiers, and others, who were possessed of any lands, 
should not be disturbed in their possessions until legally evicted, 
or his majesty by advice of parliament should take further or- 
der therein. 

All historians agree, that the mosftbextravagant, and unfound- 
ed reports against the Irish were brought to England, and there 
xeceived with avidity, and circulated with every accumulation 
of inventive malice by incredible numbers of projectors, suitors, 
sufferers, claimants, solicitors, pretenders, and petitioners, who 
thronged the court, and looked to the Irish forfeitures as the 
sure fund for realising their various speculations. Such, how- 
ever, was the effect of these manoeuvres and other means, that 
when the state commissioners from Ireland petitioned the par- 
liament of England to exclude the Irish catholics from the ge- 
neral indemnity, the duke of Ormond opposed it, alleging 
* that his majesty reserved the cognizance of that matter to 
'^ himself;'' though it was notorious that the king had some 
days before in his speech informed the parliament, that he ex- 
pected in relation to the Irish, that they would have a care 
of his honour, and of the promise he had made them* This 
promise, received from Breda through the marquis of Ormond^ 
stated explicitly, that he would perform all grants and conces- 
Bionsf which he had either made them or promised them by 
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that peace ; and which, as he had new instances of their loy- 
alty and afFection to him, he should study rather to enlarge than 
diminish or infringe in the least degree. Nevertheless the Irish 
catholics were excluded from the general indemnity, to their 
ruin, the exultation and triumph of their enemies, and the as- 
tonishment of all impartial men. 

Ormond was now reinstated in the government of Ireland^ and 
by him were framed and settled the king's declaration^ the acts 
•f settlement and explanation: by him were made out the lists 
of persons excepted by name, amounting to about five hundred^ 
after the ruinous effects of the act of setdement. By him was 
recommended the court of claims, and under his influence were 
appointed the first members of it^ whose interested partialiQr 
and corruption became too rank even for their patron to coun- 
tenance. He then substituted men of real respectability to fill 
their places, but so stinted them in their time for investigating 
the claims of the dispossessed proprietors, that they were com- 
pelled to apply for further time to go through several thousand 
unheard claims, which Ormond opposed, and rejected a clause 
in the bill for the relief bf these unheard claimants. 

When the sympathy and justice of his royal master balanced 
between the claims of the English protestants and the Irish 
catholics, Ormond's efforts to bias the king in favour of the 
former could not fail to be successful. Conscious as he was of 
that monarch's disposition and secret wishes to favour the ca- 
diolics, he did all he could to raise divisions amongst them, by 
dividing the clergy upon a punctilious form of oath^ by which 
it was then in contemplation to allow the catholics to express 
their allegiance to their sovereign. Not contented with the in- 
dignant rejection of the clergy's remonstrances, he prdered 
them to disperse, and soon after banished them out of the na- 
tion : and so rigorously was this effected, that when Ormond 
quitted the government there were only three catholic bishops 
remaining in the kingdom : two of them were bed ridden, and 
the third kept himself in concealment. 

So far was Ormond from having suffered by these rebellious 
insurrections or civil wars in Ireland, that we learn from a 
letter written by his intimate and particular friend, the earl of 
Anglesey, and published during the life of the duke, " that his 
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** grace and his £imily, by the forfeitures and punishment of 
•* the Irishy were the greatest gainers of the kingdom ; an^l 
^ had added to their inheritance vast scopes of land, and a 
^ revenue three times greater than what his paternal estate 
^ was before the rebellion, and that most of his increase was 
•< out of their estates who adhered to the peaces of sixteea 
** hundred and forty-six and sixteen hundred and forty-eight, 
•* or served under his msycsty's ensign abroad." During the 
remainder of the reign of Charles II. many malicious attempts 
were made to stigmatize the Irish with fresh rebellions^ which 
always served as a pretext of enforcing the execution of the 
penal laws against the catholics. The duke of Ormond, of 
whose conduct both to the king and his countr3*men such op- 
posite opinions have been formed, and whose government we 
have traced to the present period, was now daily decUniBg in 
power and influence, through the intrigues of the duke of Buck- 
ingham and the earl of Orrery : he was first succeeded in the 
government of Ireland by lord Robarts, and afterwards by the 
earl of Essex. He was again however taken into favour and 
restored to the situation of lord lieutenant, which he retained 
till the death of Charles IL, though that king, a very short time 
before that events had intimated to the duke of Ormond his in- 
tention of sending o\'er the earl of Rochester tfy assume the 
government in his stead : his grace^s removal was however se 
far determined upon by the ruling interest of the empire at 
that period, that it constituted one of the eariiest acts of 
James II. 
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THE short reign of the unfortunate James U. who succeeded 
kb brother Charles in the dominion of the British empire, was 
pregnant with events of the deepest importance to the Irish na» 
tion. That the joy of the Irish catholics at the accession of a 
prince to the throne who was universally known to be a catho- 
lic, should be excessive, and even intemperate, is by no means 
surprising. The turn of the state of politics in this kingdom 
was rapid and complete* 

The earl of Clarendon succeeded Ormond, but he was proba- 
bly too firmly attached to the protestant interests to give as 
largely into James's measures as the court wished. His in- 
structions clearly bespoke the king's intention of introducing 
catholics into corporations, and investing them with magistracies 
and judicial offices ; and being called upon by his instructions 
to give his opinion on the legality of the measure, he expressed 
his readiness to comply with his majesty's commands^ although 
contrary to the act of Elizabeth. The army was however 
soon filled with catholic officers, the bench with catholic judges, 
except three who retained their seats ; the corporations with ca- 
dioUc members and the counties with catholic sheriffs and ma- 
gistrates. The eari of Tyrconnel was appointed commander in 
chief of the army, and made independent of the lord lieutenant. 
On the very rumour of these proceedings alarm and consterna- 
tion seized the protestant part of the kingdom : and most of 
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the traders and others whose fortunes were transferable fled from 
a country in which they expected a speedy establishment of po- 
pery, and general transmutation of property. The catholics 
now feeling themselves secure at least in their religion, induced 
T}TConnel to go to England in order to prevail upon the king 
to accede to their favourite measure of breaking through the 
act of setdement. The king however saw more inconvenience 
in throwing the whole national property into a new state of dis- 
order and confusion than these did, who had been suffering 
during twenty years from the deprivation of their birth-right. 
Tjoxonnel was himself a great enemy to the act of settlement, 
and he^ so worked upon the king as to dispose him to consent 
to the repeal of that act, and he soon returned to Ireland as 
lord deputy. Tj'rconnel was* personally obnoxious to the pro- 
testants, he was impetuous, resolute, and imperious : he pos- 
sessed an unbounded influence over the king ; and having in his 
youth been a witness to that bloody carnage at Drogheda^ he 
had ever retained an abhorrence of fanaticism, with the spirit 
of which he considered all protestants more or less infeaed. 
Nothing more was wanting to alienate the aflfections of the pro- 
testants from James and his govemmient ; and ere this unfortu- 
nate monarch, by the advice of imprudent and insidious coun- 
sellors, had been brought to abdicate the crown of England, 
the whole protestant interest of Ireland had already associated 
against him. 

Long before king James left England, the protestants in the 
north of Ireland were generally in arms, training and disciplin- 
ing themselves to oppose by force die measures of his govern- 
ment. This formidable armed force of the northern protestant^ 
had been gaining strength several months before die land of 
Williara prince of Orange in Torbay ; and they continued^daily 
in an improving state of organization and regular warfare 
against the existing government of the country : for it must be 
recollected that James II. contmued to be king of Ireland 
notwithstanding his abdication of the throne of England ; since 
by the constitution of Ireland, neither the people of England 
nor the parliament of England could dissolve or transfer the 
allegiance of the people of Ireland ; which long had been, thea 
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was, and continued till the Union to be an independent king- 
4onv. iTiis singular epoch, therefore, of the Irish history fur- 
nishes the most simple demonstration of the necessity of an in- 
corporate union# and exposes the monstrous anomaly of several 
independent kingdoms under one sovereign. 

Ireland now again exhibited a gloomy scene of oppression, 
dejection, insolence, and despair; of power exercised without 
decency, and injuries sustained without redress. That English 
interest, which princes and statesmen had laboured to establish 
in this countiy, was discouraged, depressed^ and threatened with 
final extirpation. 

The enterprise of the prince of Orange against England was 
yet a secret to James when Tjrrconnel received intelligence 
of his design from Amsterdam, and conveyed it to the king, 
who received it with derision. The Irish catholics, conceiving 
themselves subjects of king James, at first affected to despise 
the prince of Orange and his attempts ; but they soon learned 
the rapidity of his successes in England, that king James was 
deserted of his subjects, and that the revolution every day 
gained new adherents. The distracted state of this unhappy 
kingdom can scarcely be described. The protestants in the 
north in the year sixteen hundred and eighty-eight proclaimed 
'William and Mary, which, by Tyrconnel and the catholics, was 
deemed an act of rebellion. An army was formed of about 
thirty thousand men, and officered chiefly with catholics. 
James, who was then at the coiut of Louis XIY., gave constant 
assurances that he would come to Ireland and head them in 
person. He accordingly sailed from Brest with a strong arma- 
ment, having on board twelve hundred men of his own ad- 
herents, who were then in the pay of France, and one hundred 
French officers, and landed at Sjnsale in March sixteen hun- 
dred and eig^tj'-nine : from thence he proceeded to Dublin, 
where he was received as king with great pomp and solemnity. 
He issued five several proclamations, by the last of which he 
summoned a pfu-liament to meet at Dublin on the seventh 
day of May ; which did meet, and sat from that day to the 
twelfth of July, and then adjourned to the twelfth of November 
, following. 

Afler these acts the scen^ changed to open warfare. , The 
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reduction of the protestants in the north who Kad declared for 
William was the first object of the attention of James, who de- 
termined to march to Derry, and appear in person before their 
walls. The defenders of Derry and Enniskillen supported the 
cause of the revolutionists against Jameses forces till the arrival 
of an English army of forty thousand men under count 8chon[i«> 
berg, which was afterwards commanded by William in person. 
Ireland at this time, exhausted by unhappy wars, could not 
supply James with the money necessary for his purposes, and 
among the acts of his short reign in that kingdom there was 
one which has fixed a peculiar odium upon his character* In 
defiance of law, reason, and humanity, he siezed the tools and 
engines of one Moore, who by virtue of a patent of the late 
king enjoyed the right of copper coinage in Ireland, and estab- 
lished a mint in Dublin and Limerick. Brass and copper of the 
basest kind, old cannon, broken bells, household utensils, were 
assiduously collected ; and from every pound weight of such 
vile materials, valued at four-pence, pieces were coined and 
circulated to the amount of five pounds in nominal value. By 
the first proclamation they were made current in all payments 
to and from the king and the subjects of the realm, excepting 
the duties on importation of foreign goods, money lent in trust, 
or due by mortgages, bills, or bonds ; and James promised, that 
when this money should be called in, he would receive it in all 
payments, or make full, satisfaction in gold or silver. His sol- 
diers were now paid in this coin, it was forced on the protest- 
ant traders, the nominal value was raised by subsequent pro- 
clamations, the original restrictions were removed, and this 
base money was ordered to be received in all kinds of pay- 
ments. As brass and copper grew scarce, it was made of still 
viler materials, of tin and pewter. It was obtruded on the 
protestants with many circumstances of insolence and cruelty. 
Old debts of one thousand pounds were discharged with old 
pieces of vile metal, amounting to thirty shillings in intrinsic 
value. Attempts were ma^e to purchase gold and silver at 
immoderate rates with the brass money : but this was stricdy 
forbidden on pain of death ; and when protestants attempted to 
exonerate themselves of these heaps of coin by purchasing the 
staple commodiues of the kingdom, James by proclamation set 
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a rate on these commodities^ demandiog them at this rate, re* 
turning his brass on the proprietors, and irith all the meanness 
of a trader exported them to France* It appeared indeed ia 
die end, that James was the only gainer by this iniquitous pro* 
ject, and that in the final course of circulation his own party 
became possessed of the greatest part of this adulterated coin, 
just at the time when William had power to suppress it. 

inniam arrived at Carrickfergus attended by prince George 
of Denmark, the young duke of Ormond, and others* His 
military genius prompted him, and the distracted state of En- 
g^d, together with the formidable preparations of France, 
obliged him, to a vigorous prosecution of the war ; and when 
some cautious councib were suggested by his officers, he re- 
jected them with indignation* ^< I came not to Ireland," ssud 
he, ** to let the grass grow under my feet*" 

Six dxys had elapsed from the time of William's landings 
when James received the first intelligence that a prince, who he 
confidendy believed must be detained in England by faction 
and discontent, was already on his march to meet him* To 
pardcularise the events of this civil war, would far exceed our 
pnq>oeed limits*: the batde of the Boyne, which was fought on 
the first oi July sixteen hundred and ninety, turned the scale 
of the kingdom: there William, although he commanded a 
considerable superiority of forces, attended to the duties of a 
vigilant, steady, and intrepid general : he shared the danger of 
his army, encouraging it by his presence and example, even 
after he had been wounded, and had been pressed by his offi- 
cers to retire ; whilst James stood secure at fi distance, a quiet 
spectator of the contest for his crown ; so fearful of his enemy, 
or so diffident of himself or his troops, that his chief concern 
and preparation before the batde were to secure his personal 
retreat* He fled with precipitancy to Dublin, and from thence 
to Watcrford, where a frigate was ready to convey him back to 
France ; leavmg the beaten relics of his army to make the best 
stand against the enemy, and procure from him the best terms 
their personal bravery would entitle them to* The Irbh anny 
under Ttnxonnel and Sarsfield made a very vigorous resistance 
against a superior well disciplined army acting under the first 
general in Europe, until they surrendered the town of lAmc^ 
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rick, which was their last hold, on the third of October sizleeB 
hundred and ninety-one, upon articles which sufficiently proved 
4he estimation in which king William held their valour and 
steadiness, even after the many advantages which he had gain* 
«d over them. Thus terminated the final effort of the old 
Irish inhabitants for the recovery of the ancient power, and the 
slender relics of Irish possessions now became the subject of 
fresh confiscation* From the report made by the commission- 
ers appointed by the parliament of England in sixteen hundred 
and ninety-eight, it appears that the Irish subjects outlawed for 
the rebellion of* sixteen hundred and eighQ^-eight amounted to 
three thousand nine hundred and seventy-eig^t, and that their 
Irish possessions, as far as could be computed^ were of the an- 
nual value of two hundred and eleven thousand six hundred 
and twenty-three pounds ; comprising one million sixty thou* 
sand seven hundred and ninety-two acres* This fund was sold 
under the authority of an English act of parliament to defray 
tfie expences incurred by England in reducing the rebels in six* 
teen hundred and ei^ty-eight ; and the sale introduced mto 
Ireland a new set of adventurers* It is a very curious and im- 
portant speculation to look k> the forfeitures of Ireland incurred 
in one century* The superficial contents of the island are caI-» 
culated at eleven million fiorty-two thousand six hundred and 
eighty-two acres* -In the reign of James L the whole of the 
province of Ulster was confiscated, containing - 2^836,83f acres* 

Set out by the court of claims at the restora- 
tion 7,»0!,OOO 

Forfeiture of sixteen hundred and eighty- 
eight 1,060,792 



Total 11,697,629 



Thus it appears that the whole island has been confiscated, 
with the exception of the estates of five or six families of En- 
glish blood, some of whom had been attsunted in the reign of 
Henry VIIL but recovered their possessions before Tyrone's 
rebellion, and had die good fortune to escape the pillage of the 
SngUsh repiri>Uc inflicted by Cromwell; and no inconsiderable 
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pordoQ of the island has been confiscated twice, or even tluice, 
in the course of a century. Tlie. situation of Ireland, therefore, 
at die revolution, stands unparalleled in the histoiy of the in- 
habited world** 

*' Speech of earl Clare. 
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DURING the succeeding reign of William and Mary and 
that of queen Anne, few alBurs of any consequence with respect 
to Ireland seem to have been transacted* The catholics con^ 
tinned to be treated with still greater rigoiu*, if possible than 
before. The Irish parliament struggled to have its jurisdiction 
acknowledged independent on that of Britain. They rejected 
all notions of dependance upon the British mmistry; t^d 
though they allowed the king's right by conquest, they moet 
positively denied that the British parliament had any authority 
whatever over them ; and therefore looked upon the harsh re- 
strictions which had been laid by it upon their trade as the 
most grievous and intolerable oppression* 

In the year seventeen hundred and nineteen^ according to 
Mr* Crawford, the oppressions and grievances of Ireland be**, 
came altogether insupportable* A cause, for example, relative 
to an estate, betwixt Hester Sherlock and Maurice Annesly, 
was tried before the court of exchequer in Ireland* Here the 
latter obtained a decree inhis favour; but, on an appeal, die 
sentence was reversed by the Irbh lords* Annesly a{^aled from 
tfiem to die English house of peersy who having again reversed 
the judgment, he was put in possessicm of the subject in dispute. 
Sherlock appealed again to the Irish lords, when the matter 
became very serious* It was proposed to die consideration of 
die judges, Whether by the laws of die land an appeal lies from 
a decree of the court of exchequer in Irelaiid t» the king in 
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parliament in Britain. This question being determined in the 
negative, Sherlock was again put in possession of the estate. 
A petition was some time after presented to the house by Alex- 
ander Burrowes, sheriff of Kildare, setting forth " That his pre- 
^ decessor in office had put Sherlock in possession of the pre- 
** mises ; that, upon his entering into office, an injunction, agree- 
** able to the order of the British peers, was issued fropti the 
** exchequer, requiring him to restore Maurice Annesly to the 
** possessions of the above mentioned lands ; and that, ^ot 
^ daring to act in contradiction to the order of the house, he 
** was fined. In consequence of this, being afraid lest he should 
" be taken into custody, he durst not come in to pass his ac- 
** counts } and for this he was fined twelve hundred pounds.'' 
His conduct was highly applauded by the Irish lords, who or* 
dered the fines to be taken off; and in a short time after drew 
up a memorial to be presented to his mwjesty. In this they set 
forth that, having submitted to Henry II. as their liege lord^ 
they had from him obtained the benefit of English law, 
with many other privileges, particularly that of having a dis- 
tinct parliament. In consequence of this concession, the Kn- 
glish had been encouraged to come over and settle in Irekmd^ 
where they were to enjoy the same privileges as in their own 
country. They further insisted that, though the imperial crown 
of Irdand was annexed to that of Britain, yet, being a distinct 
dottunion, and no part of the kingdom of England, none could 
determine with regard to iu afiairs, but such as were autho- 
rized by its known laws and customs, or the express consent of 
the king. It was an invasion of his majesty's prerogative for 
any court of judicature to take upon them to declare that he 
couM not by his authority in parliament, determine all contro- 
versies betwixt his subjects of this kingdom ; or that, when they 
appealed to his majesty in pariiament, they did not bring their 
cause before a competent judicature ; and they represented, 
that the practice of appeals from the Irish parliament to the 
British peers^ was an usurped jurisdiction assumed by the lat- 
ter ; the bad consequences of which they pointed out very fully. 
This representation being laid before his majesty in parlia- 
ment, it was resolved, that die barons of exchequer in Ireland 
had acted with courage and fidelity, according to law ; and an 
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address was presented to his majesty, praying lum to confier on 
them some mark of his ro}^ favour^ as a recompense for the 
injuries they had sustained from the Irish legislature. Tlus 
was followed by a bill for the better securing the dependency of 
freland upon the crown of Gre^^ Britain. By diis it was de* 
termined, " TTiat the house of lords of Ireland have not, nor of 
<* rig^t ought to have, any jurisdiction to judge of, affirm, or 
<^ reverse, any judgment, sentence^ or decree, given or made in 
*^ siny court within the kingdom ; and that all proceedings be-* 
<< fore the said house of lords, upon any such judgment or de- 
** cree, are utterly null and void to all intents and purposes 
^* whatever.^ It was also determined in this bilU tluU ^* The 
*^ king's majesty, by and with the advice of the lords spiritual 
** and temporal, and commons of Great Brit^ assembled, had, 
<^ hath, and of rig^t out to have, full power and authority to 
*^ make laws and statutes, of sufficient force and validity to 
" bind the people of Ireland*" 

This bill was looked upon by the Irish to be equivalent to a 
total annihilation of their liberties ; and they were still further 
exasperated in the year seventeen hundred and twenty«four, by 
the patent granted to one Wood an Englishman, to coin half* 
pence and farthings for the use of Ireland. In this affigur Wbod 
is said to have acted very dishonourably^ insomuch that a shil- 
ling of the halfpence be made were scarcely worth a penny. 
Great quantities of this base coin were sent over ; and it was 
used not only in change^ but accounts were likely to be paid 
with it, so that dangerous consequences were likely to ensue. 
- Hie Irish pariiament in an address to the kmg, represented that 
they were called upon by their country to lay before his ma- 
jesty the ill consequences of Wood's patent, and that i( was 
likdiy to be attend^ with a dimunition of the revenue and the 
ruin of trade. The same was set forth in an application made 
to his majesty by iht privy council. In short the whole nation 
seemed to unite their efforts in order to remedy an evil of such 
dangerous t^doicy^ the effects of which already began to be 
felt. 

Among die controversial pieces which appeared on tias oc- 
. casion, those of the celebrated dean Swift were particulariy dis- 
tinguished. His Drapier's Letters are to this day held in grate- 
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fill rememhrance by his couDUymen, but he wsis in danger of 
suffering deeply by die cause* He had been at particular pains 
to explain an argument used by the Irish on this occasion, that 
brass money, being illegal^ could not be forced upon the nation 
by the king, without exceeding the limits of his prerogative. 
Hence the opposite party took occasion to charge the Irish with 
a design of casting off their dependance on Britain altogether i 
bat Swift, having examined the accusation with freedom, point- 
ed out the encroachments' made by the British parliament on 
the liberties of Ireland; and asserted, that any dependance on 
Eng^d, except that of being subjects of the same king, was 
contrary to the law of reason, nature, and nations, as well as to 
the law of the land. This publication was so disagreeable to 
government, that a reward of three hundred pounds was offered 
tor the discovery of the author ; but as nobody could be found 
who would give him up, the printer was prosecuted in his 
stead; however, he was unanimously acquitted by a jury of 
his countrymen* 

The Irish continued to be jealous of their liberties, while the 
British ministry seemed to watch eveiy opportunity of en- 
croaching upon them as far as possible. Apprehensions being 
entertained of a design upon Ireland by the partisans of the 
pretender, in seventeen hundred and fifteen, a vote of credit to 
government was passed by the house of commons to a consi- 
derable amount. This hud the foundation of the national debt 
of that kingdom, which was quickly augmented to several hun- 
dred thousand pounds; for discharge of which a fund had been 
provided by administration. An attempt was made during th^ 
administration of lord Carteret (who governed Ireland till 
seventeen hundred and thirty) to vest this fund in die hands of 
his majesty and of his heirs for ever^ redeemable by parliament* 
This was opposed by the patriotic party, who insisted that it 
was Inconsistent With the public safety, and unconstitutional to 
grant it longer than from session to session* In seventeen 
hundred and thirty one, another attempt was made to vest the 
same in the croMm for twenty-one years ; but when the affair came 
to be debated, the strength of both parties was found to be 
equally balanced. Immediately before the vote^ however, co^ 
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iond Tottinghftm, who had rode post on the occasion^ arrived 
in the house and determined the question against government. 

The behavioiu* of lord Chesterfield, who was made governor 
of Ireland in seventeen hundred and forty-iiN'e, is highly extolled 
on account of his moderation, and the favour he showed to the 
liberties of the people. As the apprehensions of government 
were then very considerable, on account of the rebellion which 
raged in Scotland, his lordship was advised to augment At 
military force of Ireland to four thousand men. Instep of this^ 
however, he sent four battalions to the duke of Cumberland^ 
Imd encouraged the volunteer associations, which formed in 
different parts for the defence of their country. These battalions 
he replaced by additional companies to the regiments already oa 
the establishment; by which means he saved a considerable ex- 
pence to the nation, without augmenting the influence of the 
crown. TTie supplies asked by him were small, and raised in 
the most easy and most agreeable manner to the people, ex* 
pending the money at the same time with the utmost economy^ 
There was even a saving which he applied to the use of the 
public. It had been a custom with many of the lieutenant go* 
tremors of Ireland, to bestow reversioikiry grants, in order t© 
purchase the* assistance of friends in support of their measures* 
Lord Chesterfield, however, being convinced that this practice 
was prejudicial to the interest of the nation, put a stop to it ; 
but the most remarkable pait of his administration was, the hu-> 
manity Mrith which he treated the Roman catholics. Before his 
Hrrival, the Romish chapels in Dublin had been shut up, their 
f)riests were commanded by proclamation to leave the kingdom; 
and such as disobeyed had been subjected to imprisonment and 
other penalties. Lord Chesterfield, however, convinced diat 
the affection is to be engaged by gentle usage, permitted them 
to exercise their religion without disturbance. ITie accusations 
iigainst them of forming plots against government were disre- 
garded ; and so much whs his moderation and uprightness in 
this respect applauded by all parties, that during the whole time 
bf his adAiinisCration, the national tranquility was not once in- 
terupted by the smallest internal cdmmotion. On his leaving 
Ae Island, his bust was placed at the public expence in the 
qisde of Dublin. 
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Chesttrfield having left Ireland in the spring of seventeen 
hundred and forty-six, the island continued to be governed by 
lord*s-justices, until the thirteenth of September, when William 
earl of Harrington came over with the powers of lord lieu- 
tenaiit* A contest in the election of representatives for the city 
of Dublm this year called forth the abilities of Mr. Charles Lu- 
cas, so much celebrated for his patriotic virtues. Having some 
years before been admitted a member of the common council, 
be resolved to exert himself in behalf of the privileges of his 
frilow-citizens. The powers of this city corpomtion, as well 
as of others, had been chahged by an act in the time of 
Charles II. and, among other innovations, for the purpose of 
augmenting the influence of the crown, they deprived the com- 
mons of the power of choosing the city magistrates. This was 
now vested in the board of aldermen; which being subject in 
the exercise of its jurisdiction to the approbation of the privy 
council, was consequendy dependant on government. Mr. Lu- 
cas coro^ained loudly of the injury; but as this law could not 
be altered, he set himself to inquire whether encroachments 
which could not be justified by law had not been made on tlie 
rights of the citizens. Having satisfied himself by searching 
into ancient records, that his apprehensions were well founded, 
he published his discoveries, explained the nature of the evi- 
dence resulting from them, and encouraged the people to take 
the proper steps for obtaining redress. The consequence of 
this was a contest between the commons and aldermen, .which 
lasted two years. The former struggled in vain to recover 
dicir lost privileges ; but the exertions of Lucas in every stage 
of the dispute had rendered him so respectable among his coun- 
trymen, that on the death of sir James Somervillc he was en- 
couraged to declare himself a candidate for a seat in parliament. 
This being highly agreeable to his wishes, he was elected ac- 
cordingly; and distitiguished himself not only by the boldness 
and energy of his speeches, but more especially by a number of 
addresses to his countrymen. In some of these he particularly 
considered the several branches of the constitution, and pointed 
out the encroachments of the British legislature. Government, 
alarmed at his boldnesSf determined to crush him by the hand 
of power; for which reason the most obnoxious paragraphs 



Digitized 



by Google 



94 REVtEW OF THE 

were extracted from his works, and made the foundation of a 
charge before parliament. The commons voted him an enemy 
to his country ; and addressed the lord lieutenant for an order 
to prosecute him by the attomey-generaL The universal es- 
teem in which he was held could not screen him from ministe- 
rial vengeance : he was driven from Ireland ; but having spent 
some years in exile, he was once more enabled, through the ex- 
ertions of his friends, to present himself as a candidate for the 
city of Dublin. Being again elected, he continued to distin- 
guish himself by the same virtuous principles for which he had 
been from the beginning so remarkable, and died with the cha- 
racter which he had preserved through life, of the incorrufiiibk 
Lucas. 

In the year seventeen hundred and fift>'-three a remarkable 
contest took place betwixt government and the Irish parliament 

'^ relative to previous consent. As the taxes for defraying state 
expences are imposed by the representatives of the people, it 
thence naturally follows that they have a right to superintend 
the expenditure of them ; and by an inspection of the journals 
ef the house of commons it appeared that, from the year six* 
teen hundred and ninety-two they had exercised a rig^t of call- 
ing f for and examining the public accounts. When any surfdus 
remained in the treasury, it was also customary^ to dispose ot 
it by bin for the good of the public In the year seventeen 
hundred and forty-nine, however, a considerable sum having 
remained in the treasury, the disposal of this money in future 
became an object to ministers. In seventeen hundred and £%•> 
ene it was intimated to parliament by the lord lieutenant, the 
duke of Dorset, that his majesty would graciously consent and 

' recommend it to them, that such part of the money as then re- 
mained in the treasury should be applied to the reduction of 
the national debt. As this implied a right inherent in his ma- 
jesty to dispose of the money as he thought proper, the propo- 
sal was thought an encroachment on the privileges of the house 
of commons. No notice was therefore taken of the. direction 
giveii by Dorset, but the bill was seiit over to England as usual 
withont any notice taken of his majesty's consent. In England, 
however, this very material alteration was made, and the word 
conseni introduced into it. The commons at this time did not 
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take any notice of such an essential alteration ; but next year« 
on its being repeated, the bilj was rejected. Government were 
now at the utmost pains to defend the measure which they 
had adopted, and pamphlets were published attempting to jus- 
tify it on various grounds* The event at last» however, wa8» 
that his majesty by letter took the money which had been the 
subject of dispute out of die treasury. 

In the' year seventeen hundred and sixty, Ireland sustained an 
inconsiderable hostile invasion, the first with which the kingdom 
had been visited in seventy years. The armament consisted 
origpnaUy of five ships ; one of forty-eight guns ; two of thirty- 
Six; and two of- twenty-four; having on board twelve hundred 
and seventy land forces. They were commanded by the ce- 
lebrated Thurot, whose reputation, as captain of a privateer, 
had advanced him to this dignity. The squadron, however, 
was driven by adverse winds to Gottenburgh ; where having 
continued a few days, they set sail for the place of their desti- 
nation. On their arrival at the coast of Ireland^ they were 
oUiged to shelter themselves in Lough Foyle from a violent 
storm wUch again overtook them. The wind, however, having 
shifted, and continuing to blow tempestuously, they were obli- 
ged to keep out to sea. Two of the ships were thus separated 
from the rest by the violence of the storm, and returned to 
France; but the remaining three directed their course to the 
island of Hay* where they anchored ; and having repaired their 
damages, took in a supply of provisions and thence sailed to 
Carrickfergus. 

In the mean time, an ofiicer belonging to the small number 
•f troops at that time in Carrickfergus took post on a rising 
ground, with an advanced party, to observe the motions of the 
enemy. A skirmish ensued betwixt this^ party and Thurot's 
jneUf until die former, having expended aJl their ammunition^ 
were obliged to retire into the town. Having in vain attelnpt- 
ed to prevent the enemy from taking possession of it, the Bri- 
tish troops shut themselves up in the eastie, where they were 
soon obliged to capitulate, after having killed about one hundred 
of their enemies^ with the loss of only three on their own part. 
I%e French having plundered the town^ set sail on the twen- 
ty^sixth of Februaiyi and three days after were all taken 
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by captain Elliot, Thurot himself being killed in the engage^ 
ment* ^ 

Soon after the accession of George III. Ireland first began 
to be disturbed by a banditti who styled themselves White Boys / 
and as these were generally of the Romish persuasion, the pre- 
judices against that sect broke forth in the usual manner. A 
plot was alleged to have been formed against government; 
French and Spanish emissaries to have been sent over to Ireland^ 
and actually to be employed to assist in carrying it into execution* 
The real cause of this commotion, however, was as follows s 
About the year seventeen hundred and thirty-nine the murram 
broke out among the homed cattle in the duchy of Holstfein^ 
from whence it soon after spread through the other parts of 
Germany. From Germany it reached Holland, from whence 
it was carried over to England, where it raged with great vio* 
lence for a number of years. Tlie mitigation of the penal 
laws against the papists about this time encouraged the natives 
of the south of Ireland to turn their attention towards agricul- 
ture, and the poor began to enjoy the necessaries of life in a 
comfortable manner. A foreign demand for beef and butto-, 
however, having become uncommonly great, by reason of the 
cattle distemper just mentioned, ground appropriated to grazing 
became more valuable than that employed in tillage. Ilie 
cotters were tvery where dispossessed of their litde possessions, 
which the landlords let to monopolizers who could afford a 
higher rent. Whole baronies were now laid open to pasturage, 
while the former inhabitants were driven desperate by the want 
of subsistence. Numbers of them fled to the large cities or 
emigrated to foreign countries, while those who remained 
took small spots of land, about an acre each, at an exorbitant 
price, where they endeavoured if possible to procure the means 
of protracting a miserable existence for themselves and families. 
For some time these poor creatures were allowed by the more 
humane landlords the liberty of commonage ; but afterwards 
this was taken away, in despite of justice and a poskive agree- 
ment ; at the same time, the payment of tythes, and the low 
price of labour, not exceeding the wages in the days of queen 
Elizabeth, aggravated the distresses of tl>e unhappy sufferers 
beyond measure. 
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In such a situation, it is no wonder that illegal methods \ifere 
pursued in expectation of redress. The people, covared with 
white shirts, assembled in parties at night, turned np the ground^ 
destroyed catde, and levelled the inclosures of the commons* 
These unavailing efforts were construed into a plot against the 
government; numbers of the rioters were apprehended in the 
counties of Limerick^ Cork, and Tipperary, and some of them 
condemned and executed. In different places these unhappy 
wretches, instead of being looked upon as objects of compassion, 
were prosecuted witK tfie utmost severity. Judge Aston, how- 
ever, who was sent over to try them, executed his office with 
such humanity as did him the highest honour. A mbst extraor- 
dinary and affecting instance of this was, that on his return from 
Dublin, for sibove ten miles from Clonmel, both sides of the road 
were lined with men, women, and children ; who, as he passed 
along, kneeled down and implored the blessing of heaven on him 
a8*their guardian and protector. 

. In the mean time, the violence of the White 803^3 continued^ 
notwithstanding^ that many examples were made. The idea of 
rebelUcm was still kept upr and without the smallest foundation^ 
many gentlemen of respectability were publicly charged with being 
concerned in it, and some of them obliged to give baiU in order to 
I»t>tect themselves from injury. The catholics of Waterfortf 
presented a petition to Lord Hertford, the governor in 1765) in 
behalf of Aemselves and brethren, protesting their loyalty and 
•bedience to government; but no effectual step was taken either 
to remove, or even to investigate the cause of the dhturbances. 

, About two years after the appearance of the White Boys, a 
similar commotion arose in Ulster ; which, however, proceeded 
in part from a different cause^ and was of a much shorter dura- 
tion. By an act of parliament, the making and repairing.of 
highways in Ireland was formerly a grievous oppression on the 
lower ranks of people. An housekeeper who had no horse was 
obliged to work at them six days in the year ; and if he had a 
horse, the labour of both was required for the same space of 
time. Besides this oppression, the poor complained that they 
were fiiequendy obliged to work at roads made for the conve- 
nience of individuals, and which were of no service to the pub-' 
lie. Nor Were these the only grievances of which the insur- ♦ 
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gents at this time complained : the tythes exacted by the cler- 
gy were sftid to be unreasonable, and the rent of land was moi^ 
than they could bear. In 1 763, therefore, being exasperated by 
a road proposed to be made through a part of the country of Ar- 
magh, the inhabitants most immediately affected by it, rose in 
a body, and declared that they would make no more highways 
of the kind. As a mark of distinction, they wore oak branches 
in their hats, from which circumstance they called themselves 
Oak Boys. The number of their partisans soon increased, and 
the insurrection became general through the counties of Ar* 
magh, T}Tone, Derr}', and Fermanagh. In a few weeks, how- 
ever, they were dispersed by parties of the military; and the 
public tranquility was restored with the loss of only two or 
three lives. The road-act, which had been so justly" foimd fault 
with, was repealed next session ; and it was determinedf that 
for the future the roads should be made and repaired by a tax 
to be equally assessed on the lands of the rich, and the poor. 
Besides these, another set of insurgents called Steel Boys» 
soon made their appearance, on the following account* THie 
estate of an absentee nobleman happening to be out of lease^ be 
proposed, instead of an additional rent, to take fines from his 
tenants. Many of th'^ ie who* at that time possessed his lands, 
were unable to com; .y with his terms ; while others who could 
afford to do so, insisted upon a greater rent from their under- 
tenants than they were able to pay. The usuar consequences 
of this kind of oppression instandy took place. Numbers being 
dispossed and thrown destitute, were forced into acts of outrage 
similar to those already mentioned. A very respectable farr 
mer, of the name of Douglas, having been charged with being 
a principal leader of the Steel Boys, was seized and confined in 
Belfast, in order to be committed to the county jrul ; but his 
friends and associates, highly irritated at the treatment he faipd 
received, and smarting under their own grievances, determined 
to rescue him by force. The design was eagerly entered into 
by great numbers all over the country ; and several hundreds, 
having provided themselves with offensive weapons, pro- 
ceeded to Belfast in order to release the prisoner. To 
prevent this, he was removed to the barracks, and placed under 
*the guard of a large party of Highland soldiers quarffered there. 
The Steel Boys, however, with a determined and undaunted 
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Murage^ vorthy of the b^st cause, and in excellent order, press- 
ed forward to accomplish their purpose by force, and several 
shots were actually exchanged between them and the military. 
The consequences would undoubtedly have been fatal, had it 
not been for a physician of highly respectable character, who 
interposed at the risk of his life, and prevailed upon those con- 
cerned to set the prisoner at liberty. The tumult, however, 
was not thus quelled* The number of insurgents daily increas* 
ed, and violences committed by them were much greater than 
those of the other two parties. Some were taken and tried at 
Carrickfergus, but none condemned. It was supposed that the 
'£car of pc^ular resentment had influenced the judges ; for which 
reason an act was passed, enjoining the trial of such prisoners 
for the future to be held in counties different from those where 
the crinaes were committed* This breach of a fundamental law 
JoS the constitution gave such offence^ that though several of 
the Steel Boys were afterwards t^ken up and carried to the cas- 
tle of Dublin^.no jury would find them guilty. This obnoxious 
law was therefore repealed ; after which some of the insurgents, 
being trWd in. theirrespective counties, were condemned and 
executed* Thus the commotions were extinguished r but as no 
methods were taken io remove the cause, the continued dis- 
tress^ of the people drove many thousands of them to America 
in a few years. 

In the mean time, a very material alteration had taken place 
in the constitution of the kingdom, with regard to the duration 
of parliaments* At an early period these had continued &nly 
for a year; but afterwards they were prolonged until the death 
'of a sovereign, imless he chose to dissolve it sooner by an exer* 
tion of his prerogative* Thus, from the moment of their elec- 
tion, the •commoners oft Ireland were in a manner totally inde- 
pendent of the peojJe, and under the influence of the croMm ; 
and government soon availed itself of this power to bribe a 
majority to serve its ovm purposes. Various methods were 
diought of to remedy this evil; but all proved ineffectual until 
the year 1768, when, during the administration of Lord Towns- 
hend, a bill was prepared and sent over to England,^ by which 
tt was enacted, that the Irish parliaments thenceforth should be 
hdd ei^ry seven years* It was returned with the addition of 
« 
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one ytSLT ; and from that period down to the union widi Gresit 
Britain, the parliament of Ireland continued to be octeamaL 
During this session, [1769] an attempt was made by the Biitiflli 
ministry to infringe upon the rights of the house of commons in 
a very material point* A money-bill, which h&d not originated 
in Ireland, was sent over from Britain, but was rejected in a 
spirited manner* Its rejection gave great offence to the lord 
lieutenant^ who repeatedly prorogued them till the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-one* 

The a&irs.of Ireland began now to draw towards that cri^ 
which effected a remiarkable revolution in favour of the libertiea 
of the people* The passing of the^ octennial bill had diminish- 
edf but not taken away, the influence of the crown ; and the sita« 
ation of affairs between great Britun and America had indtned 
the ministry to make the most of this influence possible. In one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-three. Lord Harcour^ at 
that time governor of Ireland, exerted himself so powerfully in fa- 
vour of administration, that the voice of opposition in parliament 
was almost entirely silenced* The difficulties, however^ under 
which the whole nation laboured, began now to be so severdy 
felt, that an address on the subject was presented by the com- 
mons to his excellency* In this they told him, that tfa^ hoped 
he would lay before his majesty the state of Ireland, restricted 
in its commerce from the short-sighted poHcy of former times# 
to the great injury of the kingdom, and the advantage of the ri* 
vals^ if not of the enemies, of Great Britain* These Kardahips^ 
they said, were not only impolitic^ but unjust ; and they told 
his exc^lency plainly, that they expected to be restored to some, 
if not to all dieir rights, which alone could justify them to their 
constituents for laying upon them so many burdens during die 
course of this session* , « 

This representation to the lord lieutenant produced no effect; 
and Ireland for' some years longer continued to -growi under 
the Burden of mtolerable restrictions* Hiese had prindpaUy 
taken place in the reign of Charies II* At this time it was en- 
acted, that beef or live cattle should not be exported to En- 
gland^ neither were the commodities of Ireland to be eiqxated 
to the American colonies^ nor American goods to be imported' 
to any port in Ireland without ficBt unloading them in fiome* 
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jyort of England or Wales. AU trade widi Asia was excluded 
hy charters granted to particular companies ; and restrictions 
were ioiposed upon almost every valuable article of commerce 
Btnt to the different ports of Europe. Towards the end of king 
^EnUban's reign, an absolute prohibition was laid on the expor- 
tation of Irish wool. This restriction proved disadvantageous 
not only to Ireland, but to Great Britain herself. By smug- 
gling, the French were plentifully supplied with Irish wool ; 
and not only enabled to furnish woollen stuffs sufficient for their 
own omsumption, but even. to vie with the British in the foreign 
maricets. Other restrictions conspired to augment the national 
calamity ; but that which was most sensibly felt, took place in 
the year one thousand sevea hundred and seventy-six. " There 
^ had hitherto (saj^ Mr. Crawford) been exported annually to 
** America large quantities of Irish linens : this very considera- 
** ble source of national advantage was now shut up, under pre- 
** tence of rendering it more difficult for the enemy to be sup- 
^ ]^ed with the means of subsistence ; but in reality, to enable 
^ a few rapacious English contractors to fulfil their engage- 
^ mentsy an embargo which continued, was laid upon the ex- 
^ portation of provisions from Ireland, by an imconstitutional 
^ stretch of prerogative. Remittances to England, on various 
^ accounts, particularly for the payment of our forces abroad, 
^ were more than usually considerable. These immediate 
<( causes being combined with those which were invariable and 
^ permanent^ produced in this country very calamitous ei!ectJl 
'* Bhu^ cattle fell very considerably in their value ; notwith- 
*« standing there were no buyers. The price of wool was re- 
*•* doced in a still greater proportion, ^nts fell every where ; 
^* nor in many places was it possible to collect them. An uni- 
** v^prsal stagnation of business ensued. Credit was very mate- 
** ria&y injured. Farmers were pressed by extreme necessity, 
^ and many of them became insolvent. Numbers of manufac- 
^ turers were reduced to beggary, and would have perished, 
♦• had Aey not been supported by public .charity. Those of 
•* cvciy rank and condition were deeply affected by the calami- 
^ ty of thetimes. Had die state of the exchequer permitted^grants 
^ xnig|h{ have been made to promote industry, and to alleviate the 
^ nationaldiatrete; but it was exhausted to a very uncominoa 
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*^ degree. Almost every branch of the revenue had £uled« From 
^ want of money the militia law could not be carried into exc- 
*• cution* We could not pay our forces abroad ; and to enable 
'^ us to pay those at home, there was a necessity of borrowing 
^ fifty thousand pounds from England, llie money which 
^' parliament was forced to raise, it ¥ra^t)bl]ged to borrow at an 
^ exorbitant interest. England, in its present state, was affect* 
** ed with the wretched condition to which oiu* affairs were re- 
*^ duced. Individuals there, who had estates in Irelandf were 
^ sharers of the common calamity ; and the attention of indi« 
^^ viduals in the British parliament was turned to our situation^ 
^* who had even no personal interest in this country." 
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WblLE things were in this deplorable situation, earl Nu- 
gent» in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy* 
eight, undertook the cause of the Irish, by nioving in paiiia- 
menty that their affairs should be taken into consideration by 
a committee of the whole house* This motion bemg agreed to 
almost unanimously, it was followed by several <^ers, viz* 
That the Irish might be permitted to export direcdy to the 
British plantations, or to the settlements on the coast of Afi^ca, 
all goods being the produce and manufacture of the kingdom, 
excepting only wool, or woollen manufactures, &c. That all 
goods, being the produce of any of the British plantations, or 
of the setdements on the coast of Africa, tobacco excepted, be 
allowed to be imported directly from Ireland to all places, ex- 
cept Britun. That glass manufactured in Ireland be permitted 
to be exported to all places, Britain excepted.— Widi respect to 
die Irish sail cloth and cordage, it was moved,, that they should 
have the same privilege as for the cotton yam. 

These motions having passed unanimously^ bills for the relief 
of Ireland were framed upon them accordingly. The trading 
and manufacturing towns of England, howevjer, took the alarm, 
and petitions against the Irish iTuhdgencc were brought forward 
from many different quarters, and members instructed to op- 
pose it. In consequence of this, a warm contest took place on 
the second reading of the bilk. Mr. Burke supported them 
with all the strength of his eloquence ; and as the mini^r 
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ieemed to foroisr diem, diejr were oonoutted; thoagk the vio* 
lent opposition to them stiO cootimied, wliidi indnrr d manyof * 
tbetr friendf at diat time to desert theb caose. 

Though the eflbrtt of diose who fsmmtd Ae cause of Ire* 
land dius proved unsuccessfiil for die present, diey renewed 
their endeavours before the Christmas vacation* They now 
urgedf that independent of all claims from justice and hu- 
manity, the relief of Ireland was enforced by necessity* The 
trade with British America was now lost for ever; and it was 
indispensably requisite to unite the remaining parts *<^ the 
empire in one common interest and affection. Ireland had 
hitherto been passive ; but there was danger that, by driving 
her to extremitiesf she Would cast off the yoke altogedier ; or 
even if this should not happen, the tyranny of Britain would be 
of little advantage i as on the event of a peace, the peojde 
would desert a country in which diey had experienced such 
oppression, and emigrate to America, where they had a better 
prospect of liberty. On the other hand, they insisted, that 
very considerable advantages must ensue to Britain by the 
emancipation of Ireland; and every benefit extended to that 
country would be returned with accumulated interest. Tbt 
business was at last summed up in a motion made by lord'BTew- 
haven, that liberty should be granted to the people of Ireland 
to impo^ sugars from the West-Indies. This Was carried; but 
the merchants of Glasgow and Manchester having pedticmed 
against it» it was agsun lost through the interference of die 
minister, who now exerted his influence against the relief he 
had formerty declared in favour of. Various other eficAts, 
however» were made to effect the intended purpose ; but nothing 
more could be ol^ned than a kind of compromise, by wUdi 
lord Gk>wer pledged himself, as far as he could answer for 
the conduct of others, that during the recess, some plan should 
be fallen upon fbr accommodadng the afiairs of Irdand to the 
•adslaction of all piuties. 

In the mean dme the affiurs of diis country hastened to acn- 
sis which forced the Bridah ministiy to give that rdief so hng 
solicited, and which they so often promised without any loten- 
don of performing their promises. As long as the afiairs of the 
country ware under consideradon of the Bruish parliamct«^ 
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tiie mhalMtatits preserved Bome degree af padence ; but when 
Acy found themselves deserted by the minister^ their discontent 
WTBS inflamed beyond measure* The laws he had passed in 
tlieir favour* viz. an allowance to plant tobacco, and a bill to 
encourage the growth of hemp, were considered as a mockery 
inst^ul of relief; and it was now resolved to take such mea* 
sures as should eSectually convince the ministry that it was. not 
their interest to tyrannise any longer. With this view, associa- 
tions against the importation of British commodities, which 
•had been entered into in some places before* now became 
universal throughout the kingdom; and such as presumed to 
oppose the voice of the people in this respect, had the mord- 
fics^n to find themselves exposed to public obloquy and con- 
tempt on that account. Thus the Irish manufacturers began to 
revive ; and the peo]Je of Britain found themselves obliged seri- 
ously to take into consideratioa the relief of that country, and 
to hxA upon it as a matter very necessary to their interest. 
To this abo they were still more seriously disposed by the 
military associations, which had taken place some time before^ 
and now assumed a most fonnidable appeanmce. At first, these 
'^/fr^ formed by accidental cairaes. The situation of Britain, 
'lor some time, had not admitted of any effectual method being 
taken for the defence of Ireland. Its coasts had been insulted^ 
and the trading ships taken by the French and American priva- 
teers; nor was it at all improbable that an invasion might soon 
follow. " The minister (says Mr. Crawford) told us that the 
^tuadon of Britain was such as to render her incapable of pro- 
tecting us. The weakness of goveniment, from die following 
circumstance, was strikingly obvious. The mayor of Belfast 
having transmitted a memorial to the lord lieutenant^ setting 
forth the unprotected state of the coast, and requesting a body 
of the military for its defence, received for answer, that he 
could not afford him any other assistance than half a troop of 
dismounted horse and half a company of invalids." In this di- 
lenmia, a number of the inhabitants of the town associated for 
die purpose of self-defence ; and on die same principle, a few 
volunteer companies were formed in different p^uts of the king* 
dom. These chose their own officers, purchased their own 
.anns aijid uniforms, and, with the assistance of persons properly 
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qualified, assembled regularly on the parade to acquire a know* 
ledge in the military art. Their respectable appearance, and 
the zeal they showed in the service of their country, soon excit- 
ed curiosity and attracted respect. Their number increased 
every day ; and people of the first consequence became ambi- 
tious of being enrolled among them* As no foreign enemy ap- 
peared, against whom they might exercise their military prowess, 
these patriotic bands soon began to turn their thoughts to* 
wards a deliverance fiom domestic oppression. No sooner was 
this idea made known, than it gave new vigour to the spirit of 
volunteering; insomuch that, by the end of one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight, the military associations 
were thought to amount at least to thirty thousand men* 
But while thus formidable from their numbers, and openly 
avowing their intention to demand a restitution of their 
rights from the British ministry, they professed the utmost loy- 
alty and affection to the king ; and with regard to sobriety and 
decent demeanour, they were not only unexceptionable, but 
exemplary. Instead of exciting disorder themselves, they re- 
strained every kind of irregularity, and exerted themselves 
iirith unanimity and vigour for the execution of the laws. 

That such a body of armed men, acting without, any com- 
mand or support from government, should be an object of ap- 
prehension to the ministry, is not to be wondered at* In the 
^e infancy of their associations indeed, they might have been 
suppressed ; but matters had been suffered to proceed too far; 
and, as they stood at present, all resistance was vain. As the 
volunteers could not be controled, some attempts were made 
to bring them under the influence of the crown ; but this bein^ 
found impossible, ministry thought fit to treat them with an ap- 
pearance of confidence ; and accordingly, orders were issued 
for supplying them with sixteen diousand stand of arms. 

The Irish parliament, thus encouraged by the spirit of the 
nation, and pressed by the difficulties arising from the diminbh- 
cd value of their estates, resolved to exert themselves in a becom- 
ing manner, in order to procure relief to their country. At 
their meeting in October, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-nine, an address to his majesty was drawn up; in which it 
was expressly declared, that <* it was not by tempomry expedl- 
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*• ents, but by a free trade alone, that Ireland was now to be saved 
^ from impending ruin.** When this address was carried up 
to the lord lieutenant, the streets of Dublin were lined with vo- 
lunteers, commanded by die duke of Leinster, in their arms 
and imiform. ' But, though a general expectation of relief was 
now diffused, an anxious fear of disappointment still continued. 
If the usual supply was granted for two years, there was danger 
of the distresses continuing for all that time ; and after it was 
granted, the prorogation of parliament might put a stop to the 
expected relief altogether. The people, however, were not now 
to be trifled vrith. As the court-party showed an aversion 
to comply with the popular measures, a mob rose in Dublin, 
who, among other acts of violence, pulled down the house of 
the attorney-general, and did their utmost to compel the mem- 
^rs to promise their eountenanoe to Ae matter in hand. When 
the point therefore came to be debated, some espoused the po- 
pular side from principle, others from necessity ; so that on the 
whole a majority appeared in favour of it. A short money bill 
was passed and transmiti»d to Eng^d ; where, though very 
mortifying to the mniister, it pnaed also. 

On the meeting of the British parliament in December, the 
Irish afiairs were first taken into considyr^don in the house of 
peers. The necessity of granting relief to that kingdom was 
strongly set forth by the lord who introduced them. He said, 
die Irish, now conscious of possessing a force and consequence 
to which they had hitherto been strangers, had resolved to ap- 
ply it to obtain the advantages of which the nation, by this 
spirited exertion, now shewed themselves worthy. Had they 
for some time before been gratified in lesser matters, they would 
now have received with gratitude, what they would, as affairs 
stood at present, consider only as a matter of right. He then 
moved for a vote of censure against his majesty's ministers for 
their neglect of Ireland. This motion was rejected ; but earl 
Gbwer, who had now deserted the cause of ministry, declared, 
that there did not exist in his mind a single doubt that the vote 
of censure was not well founded. He added, in his own vindi-- 
cation, that early in the summer he had promised that relief 
should be granted to Ireland, and had done every thing in his 
power to keep his word ; but that all his efforts had proved 
fruitless. 
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In the hoisse of commons the minister found himself so hard 
pressed by the arguments of the minority, and the short nooney* 
bill £ix)m Ireland, that he was obliged to declare, that in ksB 
than a week he intended to move for a committee of the whole 
bouse to take the affairs of Ireland into consideration. On Ac 
thirteendi of December he accordingly brought forward bis pro- 
positions in favour of this kingdom* The design of these was 
to repeal the laws prohibiting the exportation of Irish manufac- 
tures made of wool or wool flocks ; to repesd as much of the 
act of 19th George U. as prohibited the importaticm of glass 
into Ireland, except of British manufacture, or the exportation 
of glass from Ireland ; and to permit the Irish to export and 
import commodities to and from the West Indies and the Bri* 
tish setdemems on the coast of Africa, subject to such resolu- 
tions and restrictions as should be imposed by the Irish parlia- 
ment. 

On these propositions his lordship made several remarks by 
way of explanation. One object of them, he said, was to re- 
store to Ireland the wool export and woollen manufacture. la 
sixteen hundred and ninety-two, from jealousy or some odi«r 
motive, an address had been presented by the English paiiia- 
ment, recommending a kind of compact between the two king* 
doms ; the terms of which were, that England should enjoy the 
woollen manufacture, and Ireland the linen, exclusively. But 
notwithstanding this agreement* it was certain, that England 
carried on the linen manufacture to as great extent as Ireland, 
while at the same time she retained the monopoly dT the 
Woollen. The first step taken, in consequence of this agreemei^» 
was to lay a heavy duty, equal to a prohibition, upon all wool 
and woollens exported ; and when this act, which was but a 
temporary one by way of experiment, expired, the English par- 
liament passed a similar one, imd made it perpetual ; by means 
of which and some others a total end was put to the woollen 
trade of Ireland. 

With regard to the trade of Ireland^ his Iwdship observedf 
.that, upon an average of the six years from 1766 to 1772, the 
export to Ireland was somewhat more than two millions ; and, 
in the succeeding six years, from 1772 to 1778, about as much 
more ; nearly one half being British manufacture and produce ; 
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the other half certified articles, of which thb country was the 
medium of conveyance. The native produce, on an average^ 
was somewhat more than ^900,000; but of this only jf 200,000 
were woollens* The woollen manufacture of Ireland would 
long continue in a state of infancy ; and though cloths had been 
manufactured sufficient for home consumption, yet it could 
hardly be expected that Ireland would rival Great Britain at 
the foreign markets, when, after the expence of land-carriage, 
freight, insurance, and factorage, the latter was able to under- 
sen Ireland in her own market on the very spot, even though 
Aided by the low wages and taxes paid in the country. 

With regard to the linnen, his lordship observed, that how- 
ever prosperous it might appear, yet it still was capable of great 
knprovemeDt. . The idea of extending and improving the linen- 
manufacture of Ireland originated from a pamphlet written by 
sir William Temple ; and this gave rise to the compact which 
had been referred to* But though this compact was now about 
to be dissolved, it was his opinion that the bounties on import* 
ing Irish linens ought not to be discontinued ; because it appear* 
ed, that the British bounties had operated as a great encourage* 
ment to the Irish manufactures, at the same time that the sum 
appropriated to this purpose amounted to more than ;^1 3,000. 

With regard to the dissolution of the compact betwixt £n« 
^nd and Ireland, he observed, that, as a more liberal spirit 
had now appeared on both sides of the water, he hoped both 
kingdoms would be perfectly contented* Ireland would never 
be able to rival England in the fine woollen fabrics ; but allow- 
ing the Irish to manufacture their own wool, .would put an end 
to the contraband trade with France ; and it ought to be re* 
membered, that whatever was an advantage to Ireland, must, 
sooner or later, be of singular advantage to Great Britain, and 
by the proposed regulations in their commercial connections, 
the two kingdoms would be put more upon an equality* 

AVith regard to the glass manufacture, his lordship likewise 
observed, that Ireland had been very injuriously treated* Be* 
fore the act of 19th George II. they had begun ,to make some 
progress in the lower branches of the glass manufacture ; but 
by that act they were not only prevented from importing any 
other glass than what was of British manufacture ; but alsb 
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from exporting their own glass, or putting it on a horse or car- 
riage with a design to be exported- This act had been com- 
plained of in Ireland as a great piece of injustice, and it was 
the intention of his proposition to remove that grievance. 

With regard to the third proposition, his lordship observed, 
that allowing Ireland a free trade to the colonies must be con- 
sidered as a favour to that kingdom. Considering her even as 
an independent state, she could set up no claim to an inter- 
course with the British colonies. By ever)* principle of justice^ 
of the laws of nations, and the custom of the other Ekiropcan 
powers who, had settlements and distant dependencies, the mo- 
ther country had an exclusive right to trade with, and to forbid 
all others from having any intercourse with them. Were not 
this the case, what nation under the sun would spend their 
blood and treasure in establishing a colony, and protecting and 
defending it in its infant state, if other nations were afterwards 
to reap the advantages derived from their labour, hazard, and 
cxpence. But though Great Britain had a right to restrain 
Ireland from trading with her colonies, his lordship declared 
himself of opinion that it would be proper to allow her to parti- 
cipate of the trade. This would be the only prudent means of 
affording her relief; it wo«ld be an unequivocal proof of the 
candour and sincerity of Great Britain ; and he had not the 
le^st^oubt but it would be received as such in Ireland. Bri* 
t£un, however, ought not to be a sufferer by her bounty to Ire- 
land ; but this would be the case, should the colony trade be 
thrown open to the latter, without accompanying it with restric- 
tions similar to those which were laid upon the British trade 
with them. An equal trade must include an equal share of 
duties and taxes ; and this was the only proper ground on which 
the benefits expected by the Irish nation could be either grsmted 
or desired. 

Having made some other observations on the propriety of 
these measures, they were regularly formed into motions, and 
passed unanimously. In Ireland they were received with the 
utmost joy and gratitude by both houses of parliament. On 
^e 20th of December the following resolutions were passed ; 
viz. That the exportation of woollen and other manu&ctures 
from Ireland to all foreign places will materially tend to relieve 
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Its distresses, increase its wealthy promote its prosperity, and 
therefore advance the welfare of Britain, and the Common 
strength, wealth, and commerce of the British empire ; that a 
liberty to trade with the British colones in America and the 
West-Indies, and the setdements on the coast of Africa, will be 
productive of very great commercial benefits ; will be a most 
affecdonate mark of the regard and attention of Great Britain 
to the distresses of the kingdom ; and will give new vigour tm 
the zeal of his majesty^s brave and loyal people of Ireland to 
stand forth in support of his majesty's 4)erson and government, 
and the interest, die honour, and dignity of the British em- 
pire. The same resolutions were next day passed in the house 
of peers. 

The highest encomiums were now passed on lord North. His 
exertions in favour of Ireland were declared to have been great 
and noble ; he was styled the great advocate of Ireland ;" and 
it was foretold, that he would be of glorious and immortal me- 
DJory in that kingdom. But while these panegyrics were so 
lavishly made on the minister, the members in opposition, in the 
British parliament, were spoken of in very indifferent terms. 
It was said, that while they thought the minister did not mean 
to go into the business of Ireland^ they called loudly for censure 
against him for not doing it; but when it was found that he 
meant seriously to take their affairs into consideration, they liad 
then basely secededy and wholly forsaken the interest of the 
kingdom. These censures were so loud, that a member of the 
British house of commons wrote a letter to be communicated to 
his friends in Ireland^ in which he represented, that however poli- 
tic it might be to compliment the minister on the present occasion, 
it was neither very wbe nor generous in the members of the Irish 
parliament, to be so ready in bestowing invectives against their old 
firiends in lEngland. With regard to the minister, it was alleged, 
that imtil he was driven to it by the measures adopted in Ire- 
land, his conduct had been extremely equivocal, dilatory, and 
indecisive. The minority had been jusdy incensed against 
him for having so grossly sacrificed the honour of the nation 
and the dignity of parliament, as to refuse any substantial relief 
to the Irish, until their own exertions had made it appear that 
every thing which could be done for them by the British parliament 
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was not a matter oF choice but of necessity. The minority, it 
was said, had earnestly and repeatedly laboured to procure re- 
lief for the people of Ireland; and if they had now cont^ited 
themselves with a silent acquiescence in the minister's proposi- 
tions, it was only until they should know whether they would 
be satisfactory to the people of Ireland; and because what was 
now done, appeared to be more an act of state than of parlia- 
mentary deliberation and discussion. 

To the propositions already mentioned, lord North added 
three others. 1. For repealing the prohibition of exporting 
gold coin from Great Britain to Ireland. 2. For removing the 
prohibition to import foreign hops into Ireland, and the draw- 
back on the exportation of foreign hops. 3. For enabling his 
majesty's Irish subjects to become members of the Turky com- 
pany, and to export woollens in British or Irish bottoms to 
the Levant. In support of this last resolution his lordship 
urged, that it was necessary, because the exportation of woc^ens 
having been granted to Ireland, the Irish would naturally ex- 
pect a share in the Turky trade ; which, as matters stood, was 
impossible, it having hitherto been a received opinion, that no 
Irishman could be elected a member of the Turky company. 
Notwithstanding all the satisfaction, however, with which the 
news of these bills was received in Ireland, it was not long be- 
fort thoughts of a different kind began to take place. It was 
suggested, that a free trade could be but of litde use, if held by a 
precarious tenure. The repeal of the obnoxious laws was re- 
presented as an act of necessity, not of choice, on the part of 
the British parliament* When that necessity, therefore, no lon- 
ger existed, the same parliament might recal the benefits it had 
granted, and again fetter the Irish trade by restrictions perhaps 
more oppressive than before. To secure the advantages they 
now possessed, it was necessary that the kingdom should enjoy 
the benefits of a free constitution* For this the people looked 
up to the volunteer companies ; and the idea of having such 
a glorious object in their power, augmented the numbers of 
those which had also been increased from other causes. They 
had now received the thanks of both houses of parliament, and 
thus obtained the sanction of the legislature. Thus many who 
had formerly scrupled to connect themselves with a lawless 
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bodjt, made no scrui^e to enter their lists. Government also 
engaged several of their fiiends in the volunteer cause* New 
companies were therefore raised ; but whatever might be the 
political sentiments of the officers, the private men were univer- 
sally attached to the popular cause. The national spirit was 
likewise kept up by several patriotic publications, particulariy 
die letters signed Owen Boe O^Neal, which in an especial 
manner attracted the public attention; nor was the pulpit back- 
ward in contributing its part in the same cause* 

To give the greater weight to their determinadons, the 
volunteers now began to form themselves into battalions ; and 
in a very short time they were all united in this manner, 
excepting a small number of companies, which, from accidental 
causes, continue^ separate* The newspapers were filled with 
resolutions from the several corps, declaring Ireland to be an 
independent kingdom, entitled by reason, nature, and compact, 
to all die privileges of a free constitution ; that no power in the 
world, excepting the king, with the lords and commons of 
Ireland, had or ought to have, power to make laws for binding 
the Irish ; and that, in support of these rights and privileges^ 
diey were determined to sacrifice their lives and property* 

Notwithstanding all this zeal, however, the representatives of 
the people in Ireland seem yet to have behaved in a very supine 
and careless manner, and to have been entirely obedient to the 
dictates of government* One of the house of commons declared 
in the month of April seventeen hundred and eighty, that '< no 
^ power on earth, excepting the king, lords, and commons of 
^ Ireland, had a right to make laws to bind the people." 
** Every member in the house (says Mr. Crawford,) one 
^ excepted, acknowledge the truth of the proposition, eidier in 
** express terms, or by not opposing it; and yet, however 
^ astonishing it may appear, it was evident, that had the 
^ question been put^ it would have been carried in the negative* 
<^ The matter was compromised. The question was not put: 
^ and nothing relating to it was entered on the journals." 

This inattention, or rather unwillingness, of the majoriQr to 
serve their country, was more fiiUy manifested in the case of 
a mutiny bill, which they allowed to be made perpetual in 
Ireland^ though that in England had always been cautiously 
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passed only from year to yean After it was passed, lw w c f ci» 
Kome of the zealous patriots, pardcularly Mr. Grattan, tocde 
great pains to set forth the bad tendency of that act* He 
observed, that standing armies in the time of peace were contrary 
to the principles of the constitution and the safe^ of public 
Kberty ; they had subverted the liberty of all nations excepting 
in those cases where their number was small, or the power o^ 
the sovereign over them limited in some respect or other ; but 
it was in vain to think of setting bounds to the power of the chief 
magistrate, if the people chose by a statute to bind themselves 
to give them a perpetual and irresistible force* The. mutiny 
bill, or martial law methodized, was direcdy opposite to the 
common law of the land* It set aside the trial by jury and all 
the ordinary steps of law ; establishing in their stead a summary 
proceeding, arbitrary crimes and punishments, a secret sentence, 
and sudden execution* Th^ object of this was to bring those 
who were subject to it to a state of implicit subordination, and 
render the authority of the sovereign absolute* The people of 
England, therefore, from a laudable jealousy on all subjects in 
which their liberty was concerned, had in the matter of martial 
law exceeded their usual caution* In the preamble to the 
mutiny act, they recited part of the the declaration of right, 
^^ that standing armies had martial law in time of peace, without 
<^ the consent of parliament, are illegaL" Having then stated 
the purity and simplicity of their ancient constitution, and set 
forth the great principle of magna charta, they admitted a partial 
and temporary repeal of it : they admitted an army, and a laW 
for its regulation, but at the same time they limited the number 
of the former, and the duration of both ; confining the existence 
of the troops themselves, the law that regulated them, and ^e 
power that commanded them, to one year. Thus were the 
standing forces of England rendered a parliamentary army, and 
the military rendered effectually subordinate to the civil 
magistrate, because dependent on parliament* Tet the people 
of England considered the army, even thus limited, only as a 
necessary evil, and would not admit even of barracks, lest the 
soldier should be still more alienated from the state of a subject; 
md in this state of alienaton have a post of strength, which 
would anganrnt the danger arising from his situation* When 
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the parliament of Ireland proceeded to regulate the army, thereforey 
they ought to have adopted the maxims of the British constitution^ 
as well as the rules of British discipline. But they had totally 
departed from the maxims and example of the English, and 
diat in the moat important concern, the government of the sword* 
They had omitted the preamble which declared the great 
charter of liberty ; they had left the number of forces in the 
breast of -the king, and under these circumstances they had 
made the bill perpetuaL 

It is probable that the bulk of the Irish nation did not at first 
perceive* the dangerous tendency of the bill in question. The 
ffepresentations of Mr. Grattan and others, however, soon 
opened their eyes, and a general dissatisfaction took place. 
Vtkis was much increased by two unsuccessful attempts in the 
house of commons ; one to obtain an act for modifyiug Poyn* 
anjfs law; and the other for securing the independency of the 
judges. A universal disgust against the spiridess conduct of 
parliament now took place ; and the hopes of the people were 
once more set on the volunteers. 

As it became now somewhat probable that these companies 
might at last be obliged to assert die rights of their countrymtn 
ky force of armsf reviews were judged necessary to teach them 
how to act in larger bodies, and to give them more exact 
knowledge of the use of arms. Several of these reviews took 
place in the summer of one thousand seven huiidred and eighty. 
The ^>ectators in general were struck with the novelty and gran- 
deur of the tight; the volunteers became more than ever the 
objects of esteem and admiration, and their numbers increased 
accordingly. The reviews in the following year exceeded those 
of the former; and the dexterity of the corps who had associ- 
ated more early, was now observed to be greater than that of 
die rest. More than five thousand men were reviewed at 
Belfietft, whose performances were set off to peculiar advantage 
by the display of thirteen pieces of cannon. They showed 
their alacrity to serve their country in the field, on a report 
having arisen that the kingdom was ^to be invaded by the 
combined fleets of France and Spain ; and for their spirited 
behaviour on this occasion they received a second time die 
thanks of bctth houses of parliament. 
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Such prodigious military preparations could not but alann 
the British ministry in the highest degree ; and it was not to 
be doubted that the Irish volunteers would come to the same 
extremities the Americans had done, unless their wishes were 
speedily complied with. Stilly however, it was imagined poasi- 
ble to suppress them, and it was supposed to be the du^ of the 
lord lieutenant to do so. It was during the administration of 
the duke of Buckingham that the volunteers had grown ixxto 
such consequence : he was therefore recalled* and the earl of 
Carlisle appointed in his place. Though it was impossible for 
the new governor to suppress the spirit of the nation, lie found 
it no difficult matter to obtain a majori^ in parliament* Thus 
every redress was for the present effectually denied* Neither 
the modification of Poyning's law, nor the repeal of the 
obnoxious parts of the mutiny bill, could be obtained* The 
volunteers, exasperated at this behavioui^, resolved at once to 
shew that they were determined to do themselves justice, and 
were conscious that they had power to do so* At a meeting of 
the officers of the southern battalion of the Armagh regiment^ 
commanded by the earl of Charlemount, the following resolu- 
tions were entered into* December 28th, one thousand sevea 
hundred and eighty-one. — 1. That the ^ost vigorous and 
effectual methods ought to be pursued for rooting comiptioii 
out from the legislative body* 2. For this purpose a meeting 
of delegates from all the volunteer associations was necessary i 
and Dungannon, as the most central town in the province. of 
Ulster, seemed to be the fittest place for holding such a meeting* 
3. That as many and lasting advantages might attend the holding 
such a meeting before the present session of parliament was much 
farther advanced, the 15th of February next should be appointed 
for it* 

These resolutions proved highly offensive to the friends of 
government, and every method was taken to discourage it* On 
the appointed day, however, the representatives of -a hundred 
and forty-three volunteer corps did attend at Dungannon ; and 
the results of their deliberations were as follow : — 1. It having 
been asserted, that volunteers* as such, cannot with propriety 
debate 0t publish their opinions on political subjects, or on the 
conduct of parliament^ or. public men, it was resolved unai^« ^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



HISTORY OP IREIAND. 117 

W>U8ly, that a citizen, by learning the use of arms, docs not 
abandon any of his civil rights. 2. That a claim from any body 
of men, other than the king, lords, and commons of Ireland^ to 
make laws to bind the people, is illegal, unconstitutional, and a 
grievance^ 3. Resolved, with one dissenting voice only, that 
the powers exercised by the privy council of both kingdoms, 
under colour or pretence of the law of Poyning's, are unconsti** 
tutional and a grievance. 4. Resolved unanimously, that the 
ports of this country are by right open to all foreign countries 
not at war with the king ; and that any burden thereupon, or 
obstruction thereto, exceptmg only by the parliament of Ifeland, 
are unconstitutional and a grievance 5. Resolved, with one 
dissenting voice only, that a mutiny bill, not limited in point of 
duration form session to session, is unconstitutional and a 
grievance. 6. Resolved unanimously, that the independence of 
judges is equally essential to the impartial administration of 
justice in Ireland as in England, and that the refusal or delay 
of this right, is in itself unconsututional and a grievance. 
7. Resolved, with eleven dissenting voices only, that it is the 
decided ancf unalterable determination of the volunteer associa- 
tions to seek a redress of those grievances ; and they pledged 
themselves to their country, and to each other, as freeholders, 
fellow-citizenSf and men of honour, that they would, at every 
ensuing election, support only those who had supported them, 
and would support them therein, and that they would use all 
constitutional means to make such pursuit of redress speedy and 
effectual. 8. Resolved, with only one dissenting voice, that the 
minority in parliament, who had supported those constitutional 
rights, are entitled to the most grateful thanks of the volunteer 
compallies, and that an address to the purpose be signed by the 
chairman, and published with the resolutions of the present 
meeting. 9. Resolved unanimously, that four members from 
each county of the province of Ulster, eleven to be a quorum, 
be appointed a committee till the next general meeting, to act 
for the volunteer corps, and to call general meetings of the 
province as occasion requires. 10. The committee being ap< 
pointed, and the time of gmieral meetings, and some other affairs 
of a similar nature setded, it was resolved unanimously, that the 
coujrt of Portugal having unjustly refused entry to certain Irish 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lis REVIEW OF THE, ic 

eommodides, die delegates would not consume any wine of the 
growth of Portugal, and that they would use all their influence 
to prevent the use of the said wine^ excepting what was then ia 
the kingdom, until such time as the Irish exports should be 
received into the kbgdom of Portugal. 11. Resolved, widi 
only two dissenting voices, that they hold the right of private 
Judgment in matters of religion equally sacred in others as in 
themselves ; and that they rejoiced in the relaxation of the penal 
laws against the Roman Catholics^ as a measure fraught widi 
the happiest consequences to the union and pro^>erity of the 
inhabitants of Ireland. 
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' WHILE these proceedings took place at Dungaimon, the 
sunrstiy carried dl before them in parliament* In a debate 
concerning the exclusive legislative privileges of Ireland, a law 
member, speaking of the arbitrary acts of England^ asserted^ 
that ^ power constituted right ;*' and a motion that the commons 
should be declared the representatives of the people, was carried 
in the negative. '^These scandalous proceedings could not but 
hasten the ruin of their cause. The resolutions entered intb at 
die Dungannon meeting were received throughout the kingdom 
with the utmost applause. A few days after, Mr. Grattan^ 
whose patriotism has been already taken notice of, moved in 
the house of commons for a long and spirited address to his 
majesty, declaring the rights of the kingdom, and asserting the 
principle which now began to prevail, that Ireland could legally 
be bound by no power but that of the king, lords, and com* 
mons of the country ; though the British parliament had as* 
sumed such a power. This motion was at present rejected bjr 
a large majority ; but their eyes were soon enlightened by tte 
volunteers. 

Tliese having now appointed their committees of correspcm* 
dence, were enabled to communicate their sentiments to one 
another with the utmost facility and quickness. An association 
was formed in the name of the nobility, representa- 
tives, freeholders, and inhabitants of the county of Armagh^ 
wherein they set fprth the necessity of declaring their senti* 
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ments openly, respecting the fundamental and undoubted rights 
ot the nation. They declared, that in every situation in life, 
and with all the means in their power, they would maintain the 
constitutional right of the kingdom to be governed only by the 
king and parliament of Ireland ; and that they would^ in every 
instance, uniformly and strenuously oppose the execution of any 
statutes, exceptirig such as derived their authority from the par- 
liament just mentioned; and they pledged themselves to sup- 
port what they now declared with their lives and fortunes. 

This declaration was quickly adopted by all the counties, and 
similar sentiments became universally avowed throughout the 
kingdom. TTie change in the British ministry in the spring of 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, facilitated the 
wishes of the people. The duke of Portland, who came over 
as lord lieutenant in April that year^ sent a most welcome ntes<« 
sage to parliament. He informed them, that *< his majesty, 
" being concerned to find that discontents and jealousies were 
*^ prevailing among his loyal subjects in Ireland, upon matters 
<< of great weight and importance ; he recommended it to par- 
^ liament to take the same into their most serious consideration, 
*^ in order to such a final adjustment as might give mutual sads- 
" faction to his kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland." 

Mr. Grattan, whose patriotic efforts had never been slacken* 
ed, now ventured to propose a second time in parliament, the 
address which had been rejected before. On the 16th of April 
he began a speech to this purpose, with an elegant panegyric on 
the volunteers, and the late conduct of the people. The Irish^ 
be said, were no longer a divided colony, but an united land, 
manifesting itself to the rest of the world In signal instances 
of glory» In the rest of Europe, the ancient spirit was expired ; 
liberty was yielded, or empire lost; nations were living upon 
the memory of past glory, or under the care of mercenary ar* 
mies. In Ireland, however, the people, by departing from the 
example of other nations, had now become an example to them, 
liberty, in former times, and in other nations, was recovered by 
the quick feelings and rapid impulse of the populace. But in 
Ireland, at the present period, it was recovered by an act of the 
whole nation, reasoning for three years on its situation, and 
tficn reacumg itself by a settled sense of right pervading the 
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land* The meeting of the delegates at Dungannon was an 
original measure ; and like all of that kind, continued to be 
matter of surprise, until at last it became matter of admiration. 
Great measures, such as the meeting of the English at Runny- 
mead, and of the Irish at Dungannon, were not the consequen- 
ces of precedent, but carried in themselves both precedent and 
principle ; and the public cause in both instances would infalli- 
bly have been lost had it been trusted to parliament. The 
meeting at Dungannon had resolved, that the claim of the Bri- 
tish parliament was illegal; and this was a constitutional decla- 
ration. The Irish volunteers were associated for the preserva- 
tion of the laws5 but the conduct of the British parliamt^t sub- 
verted all law. England, however, had no reason to^fear the Irish 
volunteers ; they would sacrifice their lives in her cause. The 
two nations formed a general «onfederacy. The perpetual an- 
nexation of the crown was a great bond, but magna charta was 
etill a greater. It would be easy for Ireland to find a king; 
but it would be impossible to find a nation who could commu- 
nicate to them such a charter as magna charta ; and it was this 
which made their natural connection with England. The Irish 
nation were too high in pride, character, and power, to suffer 
any other nation to make their laws. England had indeed 
brought forward the question, not only by making laws for Ire- 
land the preceding session, but by enabling his majesty to 
repeal all the laws which England had made for America. 
Had she consented to repeal the declarator)'^ law against Ame- . 
rica? and would she refuse to repeal that against Ireland? 
The Irish nation were incapable of submitting to such a distinc- 
tion. 

Mr. Grattan now found his eloquence much more powerful 
than formerly. The motion which, during this very session, 
had been rejected by a great majority, was now agreed to after 
a short debate, and the address to his majesty prepared accordr 
ingly. In this, after thanking his majesty for his gracious 
message, and declaring then attachment to his person and go- 
vernment, they assured him, that the subjects of Ireland are 
a free people ; that the crown of Ireland is an imperial crowci 
inseparably annexed to that of Britain, on which connection the 
interests and happiness of both nations eaeentially depend : but 
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the kingdom of Ireland is distinct, with a parliament of its own ; 
that there is no body of men competent to m ake laws to bind Ireland, 
except the king, lords, and commons thereof; nor any other par- 
liament that hath any power or authority of any sort whatsoever, 
in this country, except the parliament of Ireland. They assur- 
ed his majesty, that they humbly conceive, that in this right 
the very essence of their liberties did exist; a right which 
they, on the part of all Ireland, do claim as their birth-right^ 
atid which tliey cannot yield but with their lives. They assur- 
ed his majesty, that they had seen with concern certain claims 
advanced by the parliament of Great Britain, in an act intided, 
** For the better securing the dependency of Ireland ;" an act con- 
taining matter entirely irreconcileable to the fundamental rights 
of the nation. They informed his majesty, that they conceived 
this act, and the claims it advanced, to be the great and princi- . 
pal cause of the discontents and jealousies in the kingdom* 
They assured him, that his commons did most sincerely wish, 
that all the bills which become law in Ireland, should receive 
the approbation of his majesty under the seal of Great Britain; 
but yet, that they conceived the practice of suppressing their 
bills in the council of Ireland, or altering them any where, to 
be another just cause of discontent and jealousy. They further as- 
sured his majesty, that an act intided, "For the better accommo- 
" dation of his majesty^s forces," being unlimited in duration, 
and defective in some other circumstances, was another just 
cause of jealousy and discontent. These, the principal causes 
of jealousies and discontent in the kingdom, they had submitted 
to his majest}'-, in humble expectation of redress ; and they con- 
cluded with an assurance, that they were more confident in the 
hope of obtaining redress, as the people of Ireland had beent 
and were, not more disposed to share the freedom of England, 
than to support her in her difficulties, and to share her fate. 

To this remarkable address a most gracious answer was 
given. In a few days the lord lieutenant made a speech to 
both houses ; in which he informed them, that by the magnani- 
mity of the king, and wisdom of the British parliament, he 
was enabled to assure them, that immediate attention had been 
paid tp their representations, and that the legislature of Bri- 
tain had concurred in a resolution to remove the causes of 
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their discontents, and were united in a desire to gratify every 
wish expressed in the late address to the throne: and that, 
in the mean time, his majesty was graciously disposed to give 
his royal assent to acts to prevent the suppressing of bills in 
the Irish privy council, and to limit the mutiny-bill to the 
term of two years. 

The joy which now difFused itself all over the kingdom was 
extreme. The warmest addresses were presented not onlv to 
his majesty, but to the lord lieutenant. The commons instandy 
voted a hundred thousand pounds to his majesty, to enable 
him to raise twenty thousand men for the navy; and soon 
after, five thousand men were likewise voted from the Irish 
establishment. The volunteers became in a peculiar manner 
the objects of gratitude and universal praise; but none was 
placed in so conspicuous a light as Mr. Grattan. Addresses 
of thanks flowed in upon him from all quarters; and the com- 
mons addressed his majesty to give him fifty thousand pounds, 
as a recompense of his services; for which they promised to 
make provision. 

This request was also complied with; but still the jealou- 
sies of the Irish were not completely eradicated. As the in- 
tended repeal of the declaratory act was found to be simple^ 
without any clause expressly relinquishing the claim of right, 
several members of the house of commons were of opinion, 
that the liberties of Ireland were not yet thoroughly secured. 
The majority, however, were of opinion, that the simple re- 
peal of the obnoxious act was sufficient ; but many of the na* 
tion at large held different sentiments. Mr. Flood, a member 
of the house, and a zealous patriot, now took the lead in this 
matter ; while Mr. Grattan lost much of his popularity by es- 
pousing the contrar)'^ opinion. The matter, however, was to 
appearance finally setded by the volunteers, who declared them- 
selves on Mr. Grattan's side. Still some murmurings were 
heard ; and it must be owned, that even yet the conduct of Bri- 
tain appeared equivocal. An English law was passed, permitting^ 
importation from one of the West-India islands to all his ma- 
jesty's dominions ; and of course incUiding Ireland, though the 
trade of the latter had been declared absolutely free. This was 
looked upon in a very unfavourable light. Great offence wa& 
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also taken at a member of tM^fenglish house of lordd, for « 
speech in parli^nent, in whi^^e asserted, that Great Britain 
iiad a right to bind Ircland^il matters of an external nature ; 
and proposed to bring in f bill for that purpose. The public 
discontent was also greatljf ^inflamed by some circumstances 
relating to this bill, which yere particularly obnoxious. Lord 
Beauchamp, in a spirited Ifttter addressed to the first company 
of Belfast volunteers^ was at much pains to show that the secu* 
rity of the legislative privileges obtained from the parliament of 
Britain was insutncient. The lawyers corps of volunteers^ ia 
Dublin, who also took the question into consideration^ were of 
the same opinion ; but the circumstance which gave the greatest 
offence was^ that the chief justice in the English court of king's- 
bench gave judgment in an Irish cause, contrary to a law which 
had limited all such judgments to the first of June. All 
these reasons of discontent^ however, were removed upon the 
death of the marquis of Rockingham, and the appointment of 
the new ministry who succeeded him. Lord Temple went over 
to Ireland* and his brother and secretary, Mr. Grenville, went 
to England, where he made such representations of the discon- 
tents which prevailed concerning the insufficiency of the decla- 
ratory act, that Mr. Townshend, one of the secretaries of state^ 
moved in the house of commons for leave to bring in a bill to 
remove from the minds of the people of Ireland all doubts re- 
specting their legislative and judicial privileges. ITiis bill 
contained, in the fullest and most express terms, a relinquishment 
on the part of the British legislature, of all cldms of a right to 
interfere with the judgment of the Irish courts, or to make laws 
to bind Ireland in time to come. 

ITie short, but highly useful, admmistration of lord Temple» 
was foHowed by that of the earl of Northington, on the third of 
June, seventeen hundred and eighty-three. The expected dis- 
solution of parliament.(which immediately took place) had created 
an universal ferment in the minds of the people. The volunteers 
again showed themselves the worthy guardians of the liberties 
of their country. Delegates from forty-five companies in the 
province of Ulster, met at Lisbum on tlie first of July, to deli- 
berate on the most effectual means of bringing about a parlia- 
mentarj' reform ; and, appointing a committee of correspondence 
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with other associated corps, requested a general meeting of 
delegates of the province on the eighth of September. * The 
representatives of two hundred and seventy-two con^ipanies 
anxordingly assembled at Dungannon, on the day specified. 
Impressed with a high sense of their own strength^ and animated 
with the love of liberty and independence, they published several 
resolutions concerning the parliamentary representation of the 
people ; and electing five persons to represent each county in a 
national convention, which they appointed to be held in Dublin 
in the month of November, they sent pressing solicitations to 
the other provinces to join in a measure, which they hoped 
would be attended with consequences so salutary. Their chief 
complaint was, that of three hundred members who composed 
the house of commons, only seventy-two were elected by the 
voice of the people ! fifty-three peers having it in their power 
to nominate a hundred and tvoentij-four members, and to infiu* 
cnce the election of ten ; and fifty "two commoners to nominate 
rrniety-oney and influence the election of three ! 

In the new parliament (October) the thanks of both houses ^ 
were voted to the volunteers, for their spirited support of the 
execution of the laws ; and resolutions were passed, ** That in 
**^the present state of the kingdom^ it was expedient that there 
** be a session of parliament held every year." But when the 
delegates, in compliance with the invitation from Dungannon^ 
met in a national convention in Dublin, and appointing a com- 
mittee for the purpose, digested and presented a plan of parlia* 
mentary reform, by which every protestant freeholder, possessed 
of a freehold to die value of forty shillings, should be entitled 
to vote for the return of a member to parliament for any city or 
borough where he might reside ; by which any member of par- 
liament who should accept a pension or a place from the crown 
for life, shotdd be deprived of his seat ; by which every member 
should make oath, that he had not, directly nor indirecdy, 
given any consideration to procure the suffrage of an elector; 
and by which the duration of parliament should be limited to a 
term not more than two years ; — ^this very parliament rejected 
the proposition, by a majority of one hundred and fifty-eight to 
forty-nine; and presented an address to the king, i^ which thejr 
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pledged themselves to defend the present constitution with their 
lives and fortunes. 

The convention, on die second of December, voted an indefi* 
nite adjournment, after resolving to cany on individually such 
investigations as might be necessary to complete the plan of 
parliamentary reform ; and to address the king, expressing their 
duty and loyalty, and imploring his majesty, that their humble 
wish to have parliamentary abuses remedied by the legislature 
in a reasonable degree, might not be esteemed as proceeding 
from a spirit of innovation, but merely from the sincerest attach- 
ment to, and a desire to support the principles of the constitu- 
tion, to secure the satisfaction and loyalty of their countrymen, 
and to render the cordial unanimity and co-operation of the 
kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland perpetual. Thus tamely 
concluding a business which appeared so formidable at its com- 
mencement, and surrendering all hopes of reaping any further 
benefits to their country by their exertions. 

Among the various spirited modes of forwarding political 
innovations in these busy times, was the forming of popular 
clubs, which, under different appellations, were rapidly establish- 
ed in the metropolis and elsewhere. The principal of these, 
intitled the Whig' Cluby was distinguished by the acquisition of 
many persons high in rank, in talents, and in the estimation of 
their countrymen. It has been contended, that a majority of 
the members of this club, wished merely to bring about a refor- 
mation of the political system, and to obtain a more equal 
representation of the people in parliament. Many of them, 
however, appear to have aimed at the accomplishment of a 
greater object, a revolution ; which was to overturn the existing 
government, and to establish a democratical commonwealth in 
its place. These formed connections with the Whigs of the 
Capital'^ another revolutionary association, who were evidenUy 
bent on a total subversion of the government, and with several 
other clubs of a similar description ; till at length arose that 
extraordinary and highly formidable society, distinguished by 
the tide of United Irishmen. 
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From the formation of the Society of United Irishmen^ in tlie 
Year seventeen hundred and ninety^ to the conclusion of the 
Rebellion in seventeen hundred and ninety-eight. 



CHAPTER I. 

WE come now to trace the devastating progress of the late 
rebellion ; and as its origin may not improperly be dated from 
the formation of the society of United Irishmen^ we have com- 
menced this part of our work with stating the rise of that cele- 
brated body. 

In the month of October, seventeen hundred and ninety^ this 
femous association first appeared in Belfast; a town which, like 
Sheffield in England, and Boston in America, has been long 
jusdy famed for' its enlightened and patriotic inhabitants. The 
first society, in which were inroUed some men who afterwards 
shone conspicuous as principals in the rebellion) had no sooner 
published their political principles and views* than three similar 
clubs were immediately organized in Belfast, from whence their 
sentiments were diffused* and their measures adopted, with great 
rapidity throughout the province of Ulster. In the following 
year the united societies appeared in Dublin, and were soon 
increased and promoted by some most respectable names anil 
characters, and by men possessed of the most sfdendid talents. 

R 
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The immediate view of this extraordinary combination, was 
to consolidate into one great political body the whole of their 
coimtrj^men, without regarding any of ^hose religious distinctions 
which had hitherto kept them from acting in concert ; " for the 
♦' purpose of forwarding a brotherhood of affection, a commu- 
** nion of rights, and a union of power, among Irishmen of every 
<* religious persuasion, and thereby to obtain a complete reform 
*' in the legislature, founded on the principles of civil, political^ 
" and religious liberty." The emancipation of the catholics^ 
that is, the abolition of distinctions between the romanists and 
the protestants, and the attainment of a thoroughly democratic 
house of commons in parliament, were the avowed purposes for 
which they were associated. In the plan which they submitted 
to the public, they proposed that the parliament should be 
annual ; that the whole kingdom should be divided into three 
hundred electorates, all as equiU in population as possible ; that 
neither the elector nor the representative should be disqualified 
by want of property ; but that every man, twenty-one years of 
age, and possessed of his reasoning faculties, shuld be entitled 
to vote, provided he had been resident in the place during the 
last six months previous to the election ; and that to be qualified 
for a representative, it was only necessary to be resident within 
the kingdom, to hold no place nor pension under government; 
and to be of the full age of twenty-five years ; and that each 
representative should be allowed a reasonable salary for his at- 
tendance in parliament* 

In the year seventeen hundred and ninety-two, a subscrip- 
tion was set on foot to raise money for the purpose of arming 
and embodying a number of men in the metropolis, under the 
denomination of national g^iards. The uniform of these 
gu^ds was green, the national colour of Ireland, with buttons 
on which was inscribed the harp, also the armorial ensign of 
that country; but, to denote their wished-for overthrow of 
monarchy, divested of the crown, with which it had been 
hitherto accompanied. A day of general muster (December 9.) 
was appointed for these guards, apparently with intention to 
make an ostentatious display of their strength, in hopes of in- 
spiring their friends with still greater confidence and courage, 
and of striking terror and dismay into their enemies ; or per 
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hsps with a determination even then to raise the standard of 
open rebellion, to seize the capital, and to conunence immedi* 
ately all the active operations of an offensive civil warfare* 
Meantime government, wisely determining to crush every 
appearange of insurrection in its infancy^ prepared to act with 
vigour in the impending struggle. 

The cloud of disaffection which had gradually deepened its 
shade, and continued to spread its influence over the political 
state of both kingdoms, seemed now ready to explode with 
dreadful effects in Ireland. To prevent, if possible, the further 
extension of the evil, the lord-lieutenant, on the eighth of De- 
cember, the day immediately preceding that of the intended 
muster, issued a proclamation peremptorily prohibiting all 
secHtious assemblies, or armed associations not authorised by 
the supreme power of the state ; and commanding the magis- 
trateSf should admonition and gentle measures not be found 
sufficient to disperse all such, to employ the utmost efforts of 
militar}^ force without hesitation in order to effect their pur- 
pose. The national guards, alarmed by the determined and 
menacing language of this proclamation, and intimidated by the 
formidable appearance of the garrison of the city, who were 
drawn up in martial array, defended their meeting, which they 
never afterwards had opportunity or inclination to attempt. 
TTie principals of the society, however, assembled on the four- 
teenth, and published a counter-manifesto or proclamation, in 
which they called upon the volunteers again to take arms, for 
the purpose of defending the country against all enemies, inter- 
nal or foreign, and of preserving tranquility^ and warmly ad- 
vising protestants to choose deputies for provincial assemblies, 
previous to a general convention, which they declared was ab- 
solutely necessary to form a common cause with the Roman 
catholics. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, a gendeman of respect- 
able fortune and family, illustrious for his ph'danthropy, and 
amiable for his private character and djeportment, having acted 
as secretary at the above meeting, was, on account of this ma- 
nifesto, arrested in the ensuing month, and being brought to 
trial in January seventeen hundred and ninety-four, and found 
guilty of the charges brought against him, was sentenced to pay 
a fine of five hundred pounds, to be imprisoned two years, and^ 
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before his liberation, to give a security of four thousand poondi 
for his good behaviour during seven years. On the politicali 
principles of this gentleman, we consider it unnecessary to ani- 
madvert. '^That he was a warm friend to humanity, a strenuous 
advocate for the liberty of mankind, is sufficient for us : let the 
feelings of his countrymen decide whether he espoused the 
right side of the question or the reverse. Doctor WilKam 
Drennan, who had been chairman of the same assembly, being 
brought to trial in June, was acquitted; and James Napper 
Tandy a citizen of Dublin, so celebrated for his activity in 
promoting the views of the political societies, having been ar^ 
rested) gave bail for his appearance^ and made his escape out of 
the kingdom. A clergyman named William Jackson was also 
arrested, charged with being engaged in a treasonable corres^ 
pondence with France. And Mr. Rowan, as he was deeply 
implicated in this correspondence, afraid of being again brought 
to trial and capitally convicted, contrived to escape from prison, 
and precipitately fled the kingdom. Mr. Jackson was found 
guilty, but evaded die shame of a public execution by swallow- 
ing a dose of poison, in consequence of which he expired in tiM 
bar before sentence was passed upon him, in presence of a vast 
multitude of spectators. 

Edward Byrne merchant, with several others, members of a 
secret committee of Romanists, which for several years had 
subsisted in the metropolis^ issued writs to the catholic parish 
priests throughout every county, and many towns and districts 
in the kingdom, desiring the holding of elections of deputies to 
compose an assembly representative of the whole body of Irish 
Romanists. The elections (according to the republican plan 
adopted in France) were to be held in the catholic chapels of 
eack district. Hie writs were immediately obeyed; the elections 
were made with the utmost celerity, and the Catholic Convention 
assembled publicly on the third of December seventeen hundred 
and ninety-two, in the Tailors-Uall, Dublin. The chiefs of the 
Romanists, encouraged by the very favourable declarations of 
several protestant associations, by the conduct of the highly 
celebrated Edmund Burke and his associates in Britain, together 
with the oppositionists in pariiament, and by the sOciet)' of 
United Irishmen^ formed this particular plan, to associate hy 
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themsdves, apparently with design to co-operate with the 
conductors of the general associations, who were endeavouring 
with all their inflaence to root out religious distinctions^ and to 
unite zealously their countrymen into one great political phalanx. 
The protestants, alarmed at this bold and determined measure 
of Byrne, in issuing writs for electing a popish convention, were 
encouraged by the' conduct of government to enter into strong 
resolutions condemning it in severe terms; and strenuously 
declared that they would uphold the constitution, as it then stood^ 
against all attacks from the democratic or republican principles 
then aiming at its overthrow. The catholics^ meanwhile, retort- 
ed with much acrimony of invective on the resolutions of the 
protestants, and assembling in many counties, districts^ and 
towns, defended B)me's elective plan with great spirit and 
resolution. On the seventeenth of September they submitted 
to two barristers a case on the legality of the measure, and 
obtained from them their opinions in the affirmative. This 
they circulated with the greatest industry in the public prints, 
in. order to inspire with confidence their adherents, and to en- 
courage their agents in all parts of the kingdom to fresh exertions 
in stirring up the seeds of disaffecticMi among the people. 

The Catholic Convention^ however, was so disgraced by. the 
intemperate and illiberal proceedings of many of its own body, 
as to cause near seventy of its members, among whom were 
lords Kenmare and Fingall, together with many other gentle- 
men of rank and respectabilit)'', whose names would have con- 
fered lustre and added weight to their deliberations, to secede 
with disgust. It continued, notwithstanding, to direct with 
absolute sway, the aifairs of by far the greater part of the catholic 
body of Ireland. 

After having prepared a petition to the king, and nominated 
nine of their number to form a permanent committee for the 
management of the projected plans, the convention closed its 
session, fikr Thomas French, Christopher Bellew, James E. 
Dcvereux, Edward Byrne, and John Keogh, esquires, the 
delegates appointed to convey this petition to die king, having 
proceeded to Belfast, on their way to London, were received 
diere with every mark of attention and respect. Immediately on 
their arrival at the Donegal Arms being known^ a number of 
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respectable inhabitants waited on and breakfasted with them. 
ITiey remained in town about two houi-s, and on departing, 
were drawn in triumph, not by that class of peo|5le usually em- 
ployed on such occasions^ but by a party of the Belfast volun- 
teer artillery, all persons in good circumstances, who had in the 
mean time assembled, and fixed the drag-ropes of their field- 
pieces to the carriage of the delegates, amidst an astonishing 
trowd of spectators. . In this manner were they drawn quite 
through the town and along the bridge on the road to Donagha- 
dee, where the horses were again put to, amifdst continued ac- 
clamations from the surrounding, multitude, who repeatedly 
cheered the travellers with shouts of *< success attend you !*'— 
** union !"— " equal laws !" — and *< down with the ascendan- 
cy!" l^he delegates politely returned thanks for the generous 
treatment they had experienced, and declared their determina- 
tion to promote and maintain, by every means in their power, 
that imion which formed the strength and security of Ireland* 
When one of them offered a sum of money to be distributed 
among the populace, it was peremptorily refused even by the 
poorest of the people. ** Since you refuse any gratuity,'' said 
die person who offered it, " should your delegates arrive in 
*' Dublin, on any similar occasion, we shall give them a pull 
<* also ;" which was returned by a general shout of <* Union ! 
** union ! — May we be always found to pull together !" and the 
carriage moved on amidst reiterated cheerings and huExas. 
This is a remarkable instance of the total extinction of all re- 
ligious animosities in that part of the kingdom, where little 
more than a century ago, the most horrid atrocities were re- 
ciprocally committed by both catholics and protestants on the 
persons and properties of each other. Now, delegates from die 
catholic body, dispatched for the purpose of obtaining the en- 
tire emancipation of their sect, while passing through a large 
and populous protestant town, are received with the utmost 
applause, and considered, not as men possessing different reli- 
gious sentiments, and therefore unworthy of confidence and 
support, but as fellow countrymen, engaged in forwanling the 
happiness and prosperity of their country, — an unequivocal and 
irrefragable proof, amongst many others, that the protestants, at 
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kast, bad no object in view but the diffusion of a more liberal 
and extensive system p{ civil liberty. 

In consequence of the petition from the Romanists^ his ma- 
jesty, in seventeen hundred and ninety-three, was pleased to 
" recommend to parliament to take their situation into conside- 
ration ; and, in compliance with this injunction, the whole of 
the restrictive laws were repealed, except those by whfch they 
were excluded from sitting in parliament,' and from holding 
about thirty great offices of state, which are immediately con- 
cerned in thh confidential department of the executive govern- 
ment. This apparent lenity of the administration, however,^ 
was merely a continuation of that detestable system of policy, 
with regard to the affairs of Ireland, which first began to exert 
itself in the reign of Elizabeth, to foment the internal disunion 
of the Irish ; that so they might be kept in a state of greater 
weakness, and thus their dependancy on England be more se- 
cure. But an effectual bar to the meeting of conventions, or 
other assemblies, was enacted by a bill styled the *< convention 
** bill," proposed by the Lord chancellor, Pitzgibbon, earl of 
Clare, professing to " prevent the election or other appoint- 
** ment of conventions, or unlawful assemblies, under pretence 
** of preparing or presenting public petitions, or other addresses, 
** to his majesty or the parliament." A national assembly, in- 
tended to have been convened in the month of September, wa» 
thus prevented from meeting; the proceedings of which, at 
that time, might have been attended with the most formidable 
consequences. 

Had the protestant conductors of the Society of United 
Irishmen, towards the close of the year seventeen hundred and 
lunety-two, succeeded in their attempt to overawe the govern- 
ment by their intended ostentatious display of strength at the 
appointed general muster of the national guards, which ap- 
peared to be the object they had then most immediately in vieM', 
and thence to proceed by slow and cautious, but bolder and 
b(dder measures to effect a revolution, the principles of the 
Romanists, who were also members of that association, would 
have had opportunity to put in execution their own scheme what* 
ever it might be. Be that as it may, the lower class of Roman- 
ists appear evidently to have aimed at nothing less than thb 
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exclusive establishment of their own system of religious 
worship. Enraptured by the hopes of so desirable a change, 
they could not conceal their sentiments. An alarming ferment 
rapidly prevailed. Songs, scurrilously abusive of the protestant 
religion, were publicly sung in the streets, and by tiplers in 
public houses. In seventeen hundred and ninety-three, a con- 
siderable body of insurgents, with a design to liberate some 
prisoners confined in the goal of Wexford, assembled and 
tumultuously attacked that town. Though they were in number 
about two thousand, and though they were opposed by the fire 
of about only thirty-five soldiers, yet, so litde had they been 
used to meet an armed enemy^ so grossly deficient were they in 
military skill, that they were repulsed with considerable slaugh* 
ter. In this futile attempt major Vallotton, a brave and worthy 
soldier, was slain on the part of the king's troops. Several 
other trifling insurrections, particularly about the collieries in 
the counties of Kilkenny and Wexford, were suppressed with 
case. 

Many of the heads of the Romanists are said to have regret- 
ted the loss of this opportunity of striking home by a general in- 
Burrectioti, when government was not prepared for the blow. In 
the year seventeen hundred and ninety-five, however, an ample 
field was opened to their hopes of success. By order of their 
permanent committee, petitions, on a model by them prescribed, 
were addressed by the whole body to pariiament, demanding 
the complete emancipation of the catholics. Earl Fitzwilliam, 
the lord lieutenant, an associate of Edmund Burke, was a bitter 
enemy to the French republicans ; and though the Romanists of 
Ireland chiefly depended on them for assistance in a revolution 
for the establishment of their church ; yet by a strange infatua- 
tion (unless we suppose he himself to have been tinctured with 
papacy) was he strenuously attached to the latter. Before, 
however, he could gratify their wishes, he was superseded by 
the earl of Camden as lord lieutenant. The discontents were 
consequentiy rapidly augmented ; many seditious speeches and 
resolutions, by authority of the committee, were published ; the 
Ramanists were invited to assemble at a chapel in Dublin, and 
disturbances every where increased. 
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Such was the disappointment of the BomahistSf and such the 
implacable resentment with which the lower classes among them 
were inspired against their protestant fellow-subjects, and the 
government by which they conceived themselves so grievously 
oppressed^ that they proceeded immediately to plunge into the 
greatest excesses. The destructive rage of a party calling 
themselves defenders^ in particular, manifested itself by the 
desolation of , many parts of the kingdom, especially in the coun* 
ties of Dublin, Meadi^ Westmeath, Kildare, King's and Queen's 
Counties^ Louth> Armagh, Monaghan^ Cavan, Deny, Donegal, 
Boscommony Letrim, Longford, Sligo, and part of that of Down* 
The houses of protestants were plundered for the purpose of 
^xxmriag arms, often burned ; and not unfrequently such of 
their imnates as made any resistance were slain* Such of their 
aggrieved counjtrymen as dared to prosecute, or to assist the 
civil magistracy in the execution of the lawsf were barbarously 
massacred* The cattle were most limprudendy and inhumanly 
houghed or destroyed, and letters, threatning these and other 
most direful effects of their resentment, were wrote to compel 
fiersoQS to comply with their requisitions. The peaceable in- 
habitants were compelled to abandon their houses, in many of 
the disturbed dbtricts, and to fly^ in all the wildnesSf trembling, 
aod agony, of afiright and consternation, to their respective 
county towns, or to the metropolis for refuge* 

On the arrival of lord Camden as governor [April, 1795.] he 
was immediately waited on by the officers of state, and by 
many of the nobility and gentry. But on the return of the lord 
chancellory his carriage was tumultuously attacked by the mob. 
The machine was nearly battered to pieces by repeated vollies 
of stones, and it was with the utmost difficulty his lordship es- 
caped, after receiving a severe contusion on the forehead* After 
assaulting the primate in the same outrageous manner, the same 
party proceeded with alacrity to the house of Mr* John 
Claudius Beresford, nephew to the marquis of Waterford, which 
they vigorously attacked. One of them, howd^r, being killed 
by a shot, the remainder fled with precipitation* 

During this universal agitation, the United Irishmen were , 
assiduously employed in bringing over to their views persons of 
activity and literary talents throughout the kingdom ; in dis- 
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seminating the popular work of Thomas Payne intitled The 
Rights of MarUf and other similar publications, and even began 
to assume wijthout disguise, a decided revolutionary character* 
The declaration presented to each member for signature on his 
being admitted into this society was " I ♦*** in the presence 
** of God, do pledge myself to my country, that I will use all 
*^ my abilities and influence in the attainment of an impartial 
«' and adequate representation of the Irish nation in parliament; 
<"' and, as a means of absolute and immediate necessity in the 
^' establishment of this chief good of Ireland, I will endeavour 
^< as much as lies in my ability to forward a brotherhood of 
^' affection, an identity of interests, a communion of rights, and 
*'*' a union of power, among Irishmen of all religious persuasions^ 
<^ without which every reform of parliament must be partial not 
" national ; inadequate to the wants, delusive to the wishes, 
^^ and insufficient for the freedom and happiness of this country •'* 
In the new tesrt, or oath of admission^ which they now adopted^ 
however, their ultimate intentions were more openly avowed* 
" In the awful presence of Almighty God, I ♦*** dq volunta- 
*♦ rily declare that I will persevere in endeavouring to form a 
** brotherhood of affection among Irishmen of every religious 
^ persuasion ; and I will also persevere in my endeavours to 
^ obtain an equaU fidl, and adequate representation'^ (the men- 
tion of a parliament is here carefully omitted) <^ of all die pe<^de 
<< of Ireland. I do further declare that neither hopes^ fears, 
" rewards, or punishments^ shall ever induce me directly or 
" indirectly, to inform on or ^ve evidence against any member 
" or members of this or similar societies ; for any act or expres- 
" sion of theirs done or made collectively or individually, in or 
" out of this society, in pursuance of the spirit of this oUigation." 
In their original declaration are the following words : ^ In die 
^^ present great sera of reform, when unjust governments are 
<* falling in *very quarter of Europe ; when religious persecuticm 
^* is compelled to abjure her tyranny over conscience i when the 
** rights of meffare ascertained in theory, and that theory sub» 
** stanciated by practice ; when antiquity can no longer defend 
• ^ absurd and oppressive forms against the common sense and 
^ -common interests of mankind ; when all government is ac- 
^< knowledged to originate from the peojAe, and to be so far 
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<* only obligatory, as it protects their rights and promotes their 
^^ welfare, we think it our duty as Irishmen to come forward 
*^ and state what we feel to be our heavy grievance, and what 
** we know to be its ejBfectual remedy. 

*• We have^ no national government We are ruled by Efiglish- 
^^ men and the servants of Englishmen, whose object is the 
*< interest of another country; whose instrument is corruption; 
<< whose strength is the weakness of Ireland ; and these men 
" have the whole of the power and patronage of the country, as 
^^ means to seduce and subdue the honesty and the spirit of her 
^ representatives in the legislature. Such an extrinsic power, 
*< acting with uniform force in a direction too frequently opposite 
** to the true line of our obvious interests, can be resisted with 
** effect solely by unanimity, decision, and spirit in the people ; 
^* qualities which may be exerted most legally, constitutionally, 
^^ and efficaciously, by that great, measure essential to the pros- 
^' perity and freedom of Ireland— on equal representation of all 
" the people in parliament." 

'Ilie following extract of a letter, addressed by Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, a lawyer of uncommon talents and eqergy, and 
one of the original framers of the institution, to his associates in 
Bel£ut, will evidendy show, that the reform here professed was 
merely an ostensible object; held out for the purpose of uniting 
those who aimed only at a partial reform, with those who had in 
view a complete revolution : — <* The foregoing contain my true 
^ and sincere opinion of the state of this country, so far as in the 
** present juncture it may be adviseable to publish it. They certain- 
♦* ly fall short of the truth ; but truth itself must sometimes conde- 
«^ scend to temporise. My unalterable opinion is, that the bane 
^ of Irish prosperity is in the influence of England : I believe that 
»' influence will never be extended while the connection between 
^ the two countries continues ; nevertheless, as I know that 
** opinion is for the present too hardy, though a very little time 
^* may establish it universally, I have not made it a part of the 
** resolutions. I have only proposed to set up a reform of 
^ pariiament, as a barrier against that mischief, Which every 
^* honest man that will open his eyes must see in every instance 
** overbears the interest of Ireland. I have not said one word 
*^ that looks like a wish for separation ; though I give it to you 
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" and youf friends, as my most decided opinion, that fcuch an 
" event would be a regeneration to this country/' 

The United Society were exceedingly active, and in many 
instances very successful, in seducing from their allegiance thfe 
military and attaching them to their own cause. They occasibn- 
ed a mutiny in the 104th and 111th regiments quartered in 
Dublin, and endeavoured to procure their co-operation and 
assistance in an insurrection, which they meant should take plac^ 
on the twenty-fourth of August. Many of the soldiers on that 
day deserted from their regiments, and joined the insurgents ;. 
and a mob who met the castle guard on Essex-bridge, were so 
confident of being joined by the party, that one of their leaders 
made an attempt to wrench the colours from the officer who bore 
them, as a signal for a general insurrection. Another mounted 
on the bridge, and began in an inflammatory harangue, to exhort 
the populace to rise and take arms ; but was silenced by a blow 
from the sword of a dragoon, which inflicted on him a most 
desperate wound. Another dragoon, however, who was dis- 
patched with intelligence to the lord lieutenant, was seized and 
beaten, and narrowly escaped meeting with immediate death. 
This intemperate and premature zeal of the insurgents was 
attended with consequence's highly injurious to their own cause; 
for, had they deferred the execution of their plot till night, it is 
probable that they would have acquired an absolute command 
of the city. 

On the twenty-fifth of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
five, the fdUowing paragraph appeared in the Northern Star ; a 
newspaper apparentiy conducted by the master of ao common 
pen, and admirably adapted to forward the views of the United 
Irishmen : at least so far as regarded constitutional reform : *< It 
** cannot but be matter of proud exultation to the societies of 
" United Irishmen, that the whole people of Ireland, with ex- 
" ceptions scarcely worth mentioning, are now of those very 
*' opiniins which they broached three years ago ; and which 
<< were then considered by the wise, the constitutional, the mo- 
^' derate, and the cautious, as s3rmptoms, not only of madness, but 
'* even of wickedness in the extreme." 

The association, meantime, extended in Dublin and the 
northern counties, with a rapidity equally astonishing and im* 
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precedented. The ministerial measure of a war with France, a 
measure extremely unpopular in the British empire, and under- 
taken apparently contrary to the dictates of reason, sound po» 
licy, and even of right, added greatly to the number of male- 
contents in both islands, and particidarly contributed to the 
successful acquisition of fresh members to the society. This 
predisposition to union was increased by the disorderly and 
' rapacious conduct of the soldiers, an evil of great magnitude ; 
but which had most unwisely been suffered to proceed in a 
train of growing enormity* without one salutary attempt at re-* 
straint« During the march of troops, on change of quarters, 
they were suffered most unjustly to carry to unreasonsU^le dis(- 
tance the horses of farmers and peasants, which they seized for 
the conveyance of baggage ; and also to abuse them without 
mercy* unless considerations in money were given by their 
owners to procure better treatment. Carts were frequently lost 
or destroyed, and various other inconveniencies incurred, to the 
great detriment of tillage. On a halt, the military spread them- 
selves over the adjacent country, seizing every horse with which 
they met, not to supply their own necessities, but to enforce 
payment of money for their release. The practice of accom- 
modating soldiers by billeting, was abo attended with effects 
most grievous and distressing. 

The militia bill was a further cause of much discontent. 
That the raising of a defensive army by ballot is an expedient 
attended l>y many salutary consequences, and that may in many 
instances be unavoidable, cannot be denied; but it is an expe- 
dient that ought as seldom as possible to be resorted to; and 
when it is, might surely be so ameliorated, as by provisions to 
make the involuntary soldier feel as lighdy as possible the change 
in his situation. It is a melancholy consideration that many 
thousands of industrious, well disposed, and highly useful 
members of the community, thus compelled to enter into a sphere 
of life in whicii they are too apt to consider themselves as es- 
tranged from the rest of their countr}'men, have, by this degrad- 
ing consideration, by the consequent debasement of every sen- 
timent of dignity, by the state of almost abject slavery to which 
military men are reduced, and by the pernicious examples ol 
others, been returned to society depraved in their morals, bereft 
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of all manly principles, habituated to indolence and inclined to 
debauchery, and ready to perpetrate any crime, however greats 
rather than endeavour to support themselves by that honest in- 
dustry in which they had formerly spent their time. This bill 
enacted that each man ballotted to bear arms should be compelled 
to enlist for a term not exceeding four years, to find a substitute 
or to pay a fine. Many^ unable to pay premiums for substitutes 
sustained the seizure and forfeiture of their goods. Others vent- 
ing their indignation against a measure which they conceived to 
be most unjust and oppressive, in expressions rather intempe- 
rate, were committed to goal; and nearly all joined in execrat- 
ing what at first view appeared to them to strike at the last root 
of the personal liberty of the subject. 
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THE heads of the United Society, not relying wholly on 
its own strength, had applied t^ the French government for as- 
sistance, and in April seventeen hundred and ninety-six, received 
a promise to be assisted by an invasion of French troops, in or- 
der to subvert the power of Britain, and to procure a political 
eeparation of the sister island from her* 

The vigilance of die government enabled it to penetrate this 
plan of internal hostility and external alliance; and the most 
effectual measures to circumvent it were taken into consideration. 
As the existing laws were inadequate to put a stop to the evil, 
new and extraordinary powers were vested in the executive part 
of the administration. By suspending the Habeas Corpus Act 
in particular, or in other words by suspending the privileges en 
tailed upon the subject by the constitution, the revolutionists 
were many of them considerably deranged and intimidated ; the 
civil magistrate being by that means empowered to seize on the 
persons of suspicious individuals, without assigning any reason 
why, and to retain them in custody without being obliged to 
bring them to trial, during an indefinite period. But the most 
effectual blow levelled at the revolutionists was, the passing of 
a law termed the Insurrection Act, in the spring of seventeen 
hundred and ninety-six : it was most immediately intended to 
arrest the progress of the defenders, who infested the counties 
of Roscommon, Leitrim, Longford, Mcath, and Kilkenny, rob- 
bing the peaceable inhabitants during the night of their arms, and 
frequently of their money and most valuable effects. ITie lord 
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lieutenant in council was by means of it authorized to proclaim, 
on the requisition of seven of its magistrates assembled at a 
sessions of the peace, any particular county or district in a state 
of insurrection, which thereby empowered the magistrates to 
seize^ imprison, and send a board his majesty's fleet, any 
persons who might be found at unlawful assemblies, or acting 
in any manner whatsoever that might disturb the tranquility of 
the realm. ^ 

In consequence of this law^ many districts in the north were 
proclaimed, and numbers of the poorer disaffected inhabitants 
conveyed on board the king's ships. A great many in respect- 
able situations of life, being privately informed against as mem- 
bers of the conspiracy, were arrested and committed to prison, 
where several lay for a considerable time, without being brought 
to trial. ' lliis unhappily gave too many opportunities for, the 
exercise of private revenge. 

A trial of strength seemed now to have taken place between 
the Society of United Irish and the government. Any vigorous 
measure enforced on the one side was immediately opposed bV 
the one which should serve as an antidote to the other. The 
lower classes of the association began now to furnish themselves 
with arms, by assembling, like the defenders, and plundering the 
houses of all those whom they imagined to be disaffected to their 
cause. Great parties (amounting sometimes to several thou- 
sands) assembled on the most trivial occasions and pretexts, in 
order to acquire a facility of repairing to places of rendezvous, 
to encourage their own party, and to discourage their adversaries. 
Bribery and menaces were employed to retard the execution of 
the laws. Magistrates who exerted themselves to seize the mem- 
. bers of the conspiracy were persecuted without mercy, and some- 
times even assassinated. The same measures were adopted 
against witnesses who appeared agjunst them in court, and jurors 
who found them guilty. 

Nof withstanding a proclamation issued on the sixth of No- 
vember, seventeen hundred and ninety-six, by the lord lieutenant^ 
stricdy commanding all magistrates and loyal subjects to use 
their best endeavours for the prevention and punishment of 
all treasonable proceedings, and notwithstanding the military 
had been previously ordered to assist the civil officers in the 
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execution of diis duty ; yet the United Irish in Ulster would 
have obtained a general insurrection in the norths had the troops 
•embarked at Brest for the invasion of Ireland effected their 
debarkation at Bantry bay> on the coast of which they arrived 
in the end of December. But this ftrmament, stated to have 
contamed fifteen thousand men, was dispersed by a storm, and 
the attempt rendered abortive. The association in Ulster, also 
was for the present completely checked by* the prompt proceed- 
mgs of the king's troops; who .collected vast quantities of rebel* 
arms, and by the prudent offer of pardon to all who would sur-» 
render within a given time. The inferior societies ixK general 
discontinued dieir meeting. Ulster ceased to be completely 
represented in the provincial committee, and ordefr was so 
restored throughout the province, that the execution of the law, 
hy the end of August, was in general restored to the civil power^ 
the l(H}ger inttirferenoe of the military being found unnecessary. 
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WHILE the society of United Irishmen received so sevepe 
a check in the northern counties, it was extending with hasty 
stride its improved system of organi2:ation in those of the 
south ; in order thoroughly to understand the nature of which, 
it will be necessary to review also its complete civil strticture. 

This organization of men, associated for the ostensible pur- 
pose of procuring a constitutional reform of government, was 
effected by the following very surprising scheme :— It consisted 
of an immense number of societies, " linked closely together, 
<^ and ascending in gradation^ like the component parts of a 
** pyramid or cone, to a common apex or point of union.*' Tlie 
inferior societies at first consisted of thirty-six, but were after* 
wards reduced to twelve members ; as nearly as possible of the 
same neighbourhood. Whenever they exceeded that number, the 
superabundant members were dismissed, with orders to make 
fresh proselytes, and to form thereby a new society. • Each 
society chose a secretary and treasurer, and five secretaries 
formed what was called a lower baronial committee, ^ich had 
the immediate direction and superintendance of the five societi^ 
who contributed to its institution. From each lower baronial 
committee thus constituted, one member out of die five was ddt^ 
gated to an upper baronial committee, which hi like manner 
assumed and exercised the e(upeiintendance and direction of aH. 
the lower baronial committees in die several counUes. The 
next superior committees were, in populous towns^ distinguished 
by the name of district committees, and in counties^bjrdie nante oC 
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olUDty coistmiiteesf and were composed of members delegated 
by the iipperbHronials«'£ach upper baronial committee delegated 
^ one of its members to the district or county committee, and these 
district or county committees had the supcrintendance and direc- , 
tion of all the upper baronials who contributed to their ipstitutior* 

Hat4ng thus organized the jeveral counties and populous 
towns, a subordinate directory waSr erected in each of the four 
provincesf composed of two or three ftiembers, according to the 
extent and population of the district which they represented^ who 
were delegated to a provincial committee, and had the immedi* 
ate direction and superintendance of the several county and 
district committees in each of the four provinces ; and a general 
executive directory, composed of five persons only, was elected 
by the provincial directories, to whom the supreme and uncon- 
trolled command of the whole of this complex machine was 
committed. The election of these five directors was conducted 
in a very singular manner. They were balloted from the 
members of the provincial committees, the secretaries of which 
alone knew the persons on whom the election devolved, and 
notified the appointment to no one except to the directors them- 
selves. The manner of communicating the orders issued by 
this hidden directing power, was peculiarly calculated to baffle 
all attempts at discovery, being conveyed by not very easily 
discoverable chains of commmiication through the Whole orga- 
nized body. One member alone of the executive communicated 
to the secretary of each provincial committee the mandates of 
himself and his colleagues ; by each secretary the order was 
transmitted severally to the secretaries of the district and county 
committees; by the latter to those of the upper baronial commit- 
tees; from the upper baronial to those of the lower baronial com- 
mittees ; and by them they were communicated to the twelve 
members of their respective inferior or simple societies. ' 

The military organization of this artfully-constituted union, 
was engrafted on that of the civil. The secretary of each 
subordinate society was appointed its noncommissioned officer 
•erjeant or corporal, having a military command over twelve 
men ; the delegate of five simple societies to a lower baronial 
comoaittee was, for the most pait, captain of these five, that it, 
<rf a company of sixty men ; the delegate of ten lower barpnl 
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committees to an upper or district committee^ was general^ 
colonel, or commander of a body of six hundred men, composed 
of the fifty simple societies under the direction of diis upper 
.'Committee. The colonels of battalions in each county trans-, 
mitted to the executive directory the names of three persons o£ 
the union, one of whom was by them appointed adjutant-general 
of the county, whose duty it was to receive and communicate' 
military orders from the directory to the colonels of battal^»ii8« 
and in general to act as officer of the revolutionary 8ta£F. Thejr 
were obliged to inform themselves of the state of the rebel rc^<* 
ments within their respective districts, and to report the same 
to the principals of the union ; togethigr with the number o£ 
millsy the roads, rivers, bridges, and fords, the military positions, 
the capacity of the towns and villages to receive troops, to 
communicate every movement of th^enemy (meaniog the king's 
troops ;) to announce the first Appearance of their allies, the 
French ; and immediately to collect their fdrce* The plan of 
warlike preparation was completed by the appointment of a 
military committee, who were to devise the most effectual 
means of assisting the French, or, in case of an unaided rebels 
lion, to direct the exerdon of the national force. The directory 
issued orders that every person, tonnected with the asspciaction, 
who could, should furnish himself with fire-arms and ammum« 
tion, and if circumstances would not allow that,, to provide himself 
with a pike ; and that mcmthly subscriptions* according to the 
zeal and ability of the members,, should be collected in the 
societies^ in order to form a fund for the expences of the asso* 
ciation. The numerous emissaries dispatched throughout the 
kingdom Tor the purpose of extending the union, were support- 
ed from this fund* These emissaries were instructed to address 
diemselves to, and to rouze, by every possible meansf the pas* 
sions, the prejudices, the hopes, and the fears, of the lower 
classes with whom they had communion* 

The Northern Star^ and another newspaper, intitled the 
JFV^j*— Ae former published in Belfast, the latter in Dublin-— 
together with the Union Star^ notwithstanding the greatest 
precautions taken by the government to circumscribe the publi* 
cation of inimical literary productions, continued to employ 
every means in their power to inflame the public discontent 
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The Union Star which was privately printed, and circulated 
with the greatest industry, besides being pasted frequently on 
the walls, that as many as possible might have an opportunity 
of catching its spirit, was conducted in a mamier which the 
fSrilowing extract may convey some idea of to our readers :— 

^ Let the indignation of man be raised against the impious 
" wretch who profanely assumes' the title of reigning by the 
<* grcHie of Gad, and impudently tells the world he can do no 
, " itvrong'^risiimtn ! Is grandng a patent, and offering premi- 
*' nms to murderers^ to depopulate your country, and take your 
** properties^ no wrong ? Is taking part of the spoil, no wrong ? 
** Is Ae foreign despot incapable of Wrong, who sharpens the 
" sword that deprives you of life, and exposes your children to 
^ poverty and all its consequent calamities ? O man ! or rather 
" lestf O king ! will the smothered groans of my countrj^nen, 
^^ who in thy name fill the innumerable dungeons you. have 
" made, for asserting the rights of man, be considered no wrongs? 
" yrH enlightened Irishmen believe you incapable of wrong, 
'^ who o&r up the most amiable of mankind daily on the scaf> 
*• fold, or the gibbet, to thy insatiable ambition ? Is burning 
*< the villages of what you call your people, and shooting the 
** trembling sufferers, no wrong? Is taking the church into part- 
<f nership, and encouraging its idle voluptuous drones to despoil 
*^ industry of its reward, and teach a lying docbuie to sanction 
<* their injustice, no wrong ? Are the continual wars you engen- 
" der and provoke, to destroy mankind, no wrpng ? Go, impious 
" Uasphemer, and your hypocritical sorcerers, to the fate, phi« 
" losophy, justice, and liberty, consign thee. It is inevitable ; 
** Ay impositions are detected. Thy kind have been brought 
** to justice. TTie first professor of thy trade has recendy bled^ 
•* for the crimes of the craft : ,his idle and vile followers, who 
" escaped die national axe, are walking memorials of justice, 
** begging a miserable livelihood over those countries, whose 
" tottering thrones encourage but an uncertain asylum. Ere 
" the girave, which is opening fof thy despised person embosoms 
** thee, make one atonement for the vices of thy predecessors ; 
** resist not the claims of -a people reduced to every misery; in 
" diy name give back the properties that thy nation wrested 
" from a suffering people ; and let the descendants of those 
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** English ruffians restore to Irishmen their country, .and tolheir 
** country, liberty: 'tis rather late to trifle ; one fortunate breeze 
** may do it; and then, woe to him who was a tjrrant, or who is 
<* unjust !■• 

Of the Press, which was interdicted under a new act of par- 
liament, the following may serve as a specimeit;— 

<* The rule of right is a rule that in morals should oevef 
^ vary; bu*t in 'these kingdoms to preach up royaHsm is the best 
*' rule ; and the wisdom of government protects those who cm- , 
^' brace this right side*of the question, while it punishes widi 
** equal rectitude those who maintain that a republic is the only 
<' right form of government :— Let us apply this rule to the 
** continent. France is not a nation of fools ; and some among 
** them have as much sense (God forgive them) as *♦♦»♦,— 
" but no matter. The fools of France tell yoru that monarchy 
** is a coat of arms, whose supporters are the church and liie 
" aristocracy — its crest, the bloody hand — and its motto, Ot& 
^^ profanwn vulgus ; but that democracy, not possessing these' 
" rampant wits is the aegis of wisdom, whose right rule should 
** govern the wdrld. Now these are two rules ofrighty both 
^ pronounced to be the very best for the government of man, 
<* and each declared superior to the other in excellence ; yet a 
«^ man shall be punished alternately for^observing this or that, 
" according to^e air which he breathes.'* 

The suppression of these papers towards the end of seventeen 
hundred and ninety-seven having deprived the heads of Ae 
Union of so valuable a channel of communication, at a time 
when the peasantry in the middle Imd sou^em counties were 
generally preparing for insurrection, hand-bills were substituted' 
^s the n^eans of conveying intelligence. By these and by verbal 
messages, instructions were conveyed tiirough die whole body 
of the association to abstain totally from the use of spirituous 
liquors. In one of them, after hinting at a speedy insurrection 
is the following :-— 

*« In the preparative interim let sobriety be national and unr 
" changeable ; by abstaining totally from the use of spirituous 
^ liquors you will destroy the excise, which is the oidy branch 
" of revenue remaining, whence is produced the principal 
«* strength of go'iremmeiit ; you will pi-event the distUlatjon of 
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^Vgmiii^ which consumes near dotdfle the quantity that is other* ' 
" wise used for the necessaries of life; you will consequently • 
^ make bread one-third qheaper, benefit the community, and 
^ embarrass your enemies^" 

This order was' obeyed to a degree no less surprising than 
unexpected. From habits of drunkenness and debauchery, the 
people suddenly became perfectly sober and cautious of tasting * 
drink^astrongproofofthe'sincerity of their attachment to their 
cause. Another order, communicated by hand-bills, instructed 
them to refrain from the purchase of the quit-rents of the crown ; 
hf which they hoped to embarrass government and prevent the 
raising of supplies :— 

^ Whereas it has been proposed by the chancellor of the eX' 
" chequer to sell the qidt rents of the crown, in order to rais^ 
<* new supplies for the prosecution of this unjust, unnecessar}'-, 
*< and ruinous war : now we, the United Irishmen, impelled by 
** a sense of public duty, and sincere regard to the rights of 
^ property, think fit to give you this public caution, that no such 
^ fraudulent transaction, consuming by anticipation the re- 
^< sources and future revenues of the nation, will be sufficient to 
^ stand good in the event of a revolution and a free legislature; 
^ a fair and solid bargain roust have the sanction of due autho- 
** rity : but this, as well as every other loan or contract, now in 
<^ agitation, is in itself invalidated by the nefariousness of its 
^ object, and the incompetency of the present parliament to bind 
* the nation by any act whatsoever, as it is notorious to the 
** whole world that it was named by the croi^Ti under the terrors 
** of martial law; that there exists in it no freedom of action— 
^ but that it is the bought base instrument of supportinj^ an 
" exterminating government and foreign dominion, itfter this, 
^ let the dupes blame themselves.''* 

The attempts of the heads of the UnioA to prevent the circu« 
hdoB of bank-notes, however, proved unsuccessful. Bank-notes 
being legal pa3rment, the refusal to take them as such, cancelled 
the debt : such as declined pardng igrith their goods for them 
were liable to be heavily burdened by the quartering of soldiers 
in their houses. ^' 

" Those q)pointed by you to superintend your interests, have 
<* {jrom time to time seAt you such advice or information as they 
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•• were enabled, from reflection or bquiry, to offer for your ad- 
^ vantage and the general good* Still actuated by the same 
** principle of aeal and fidelity, they (ieem it their duty to caution 
** you against the immense quantity of bank-notes, which go^ 
^ vemmcnt is fabricating without bounds. We nee^ not Cell you 
^ tiiat the value of any bank-note rests upon the credit of hia 
^ who issues it. And in our opinion the issuer of this paper is 
^ a bankrupt who, in all likelihood^ must shortly shut up and 
•* run away. The present convenience of circulation will h% 
^ but poor amends for the subsequent beggary and ruin it will 
** brmg on the holders; for you know that it will be waste-paper^ 
*^ and must stop some where, as soon as there is a bursty and 
** that the possessor (God help him) will be robbed of so much 
** property as he has taken it for.'* 

To these . were added solicitations and exhortations to tlie 
army to revolt from their alleg^ce. Attempts of this kind 
bad been made so early as die year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-two, bin had been generally abortive. One of them, dated 
the tvventj'-seventh of March, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
eight, and signed s/iamroCy runs as follows :— 

'^ My countr}'men, what can you say. when you hear of scenes 
<* of blood acting on the spot where your native hamlets once 
^ stood, but now no more : their owners, your friends, either 
** sent to seek repose in the grave by the hands of tliese viUan* 
^ ous Orange murderers, or imnuurd in the damp and dreary 
^ dungeons of the bastiles of this country: pining in chill de- 
^ spondency, waiting for a trial seldom obtained, ^and when " 
<' obtained, acquitted, after years of dreary solitary amfine« 
^ nicnt ! ! Some hurried on board prison*ships— some actuafly 
" trafisported to the setdements-ou die coast of AErica— others 
" sent to ser\'e in the West Indies, certain victims to the climate, 
<* or left to rot, chained in the hold of a filthy coasting vessel ! 
^* Your wives despoiled to gratify the insatiable lust of these 
^* i]^vishers ! — ^And these scenes* my countrymen, suffered to go 
*^ unpunished by those in power, whom yon {HX)Ccct; to whose 
^ frowns your array adds terror ; to whom you give yofur soj>- 
^ port : for uAess you please, they vanish ; without your prolec- 
** tion these despots fall — these desobitors, that eadi day refine 
f on such bloody deedsy would perish, and your couBOy be £ts« 
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^ My brave countryman ! do not let the world call us dastards : 
^ no, let us shew the world we are men, and, above all; that we 
^< are Irishmen. Let every man among you feel the injuries 
^ your country^ yourselves^ have suffered ; the insults you have 
** received, the stripes that have been dealt with an unmerciful 
^ hand on those brave comrades who dared to think and feel 
** for their country — ^If you do, the glorious work will be com- 
^ plete, and in the union of the citizen and hb brave fellow- 
^ soldier, the world (hitherto taught to look down upon us with 
*< contempt) will see that we can emancipate our country ; we 
^ win convince surrounding nations that Irish soldiers' have 
^ avowed and adopted a maxim they will maintain, or perish— 
^ namely, that every man should be a soldier in defence of hif 
^ Kbertifj but none to take away the liberty of x>thers.'^ 
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SINCE the failure of the French expedition to Bantry, which 
we have already mentioned^ the directory had continued to keep 
up the spirits of their party with assurances of speedy assistance 
from the same powen To expedite the departure of this second 
armament, Mr. Lewins, a confidential agent of the Union, was 
dispatched to Paris with the most pressing solicitations. 
Leaving London in March^ seventeen hundred and ninety- 
seven, he passed through Hamburgh^ and arrived about the end 
of May in Paris, where he remained as ambassador from the 
Irish Republic to the French Directory. In the summer of 
the same year^ alarmed lest a premature insurrection in die 
north, before the arrival of the troops from France, should be 
forced by the vigorous conduct of government in Ulster, they 
sent Doctor William James M^Nevin, an active member and 
secretary of the ruling power, in June^ with orders to press 
forward the French preparations with redoubled ardour. The 
difficulty of procuring a passport at Hamburgh, induced this 
gentleman to deliver a memorial to an agent of the French 
Tcpublic whom he met there, and by whom it was forwarded to 
die directory at Paris^ where he himself^ having been permitted 
.to continue his journey^ afterwards delivered a second. In the 
iormer of these memorials^ the firm resolutions of the Irish 
revolutionists, and their great anxiety lest the measures of 
government should disconcert their projects were conspicuous. 
In it were also made a statement of die situation of the United 
Irishandof the condition of the kingdom at large, forthe reception- 
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q{ their allies ; a promise of reimbursing the French republic for the 
expence she might incur, not only in fitting out the armament 
xiow demanded, but also what she had incurred for the former 
which miscarried; and a demand of a body of troops not ex- 
ceeding toi thousand men, nor falling short of five thousand^ 
together with for^ thousand stand of arms, and a proportionate 
supply of artillery, ammunition, engineers, and experienced 
officers^ for die use and instruction of the insurgents. The 
second memorial endeavoured to prevail on the French not to 
^ delay in sending off these succors, when the minds of the Irish 
were so favourably disposed towards them. The agent was 
jdso authorized to negociate a loan of half a million, or at least 
three hundred thousand pounds, with France or Spain, in 
which, however, he failed. The assistance of a military force 
was nevertheless conceded. 

Though the Irish were so solicitous to obtain a supply of well 
disciplined troops. and experienced officers, yet they were jusdy 
afraid of introducing too great a body of foreign troops into the 
kingdom, who might at a future period contribute to impose on 
them a yoke stiU heavier than that which they intended to 
remove. But the French, on the other handy wished to send 
so great an army as might not only insure the success of the 
enterjMise, but as might enable them to retain possession of 
Ireland as a conquest. They insisted^ at any rate, on sending 
fifteen thousand men, who were accordingly embarked on board 
a Dutch fleet at the Texel, under the command of general 
Daendek. 

On the receipt of this intelligence by the Irish, great prepara- 
tions were made for their reception; and it was announced to 
the different societies that the fleet was on the point of sailing. 
Notwithstanding the troops on board this fleet had been disem- 
baiked, from fear of the Britsh navy, which was then superior in 
strength; yet they were again forced, at the instance of the 
French directory, to put to sea, contrary to the judgment of the 
Dutch admiral^ which led to the decicive victor)^ of the gallant 
admiral Duncan* a Scotsman, off Camperdown, with a squadron 
ef British ships under his command. The expence of these 
armaments was to have been defrayed by ecclesiastical and 
other lands^ designed for confiscation by the revolutionists. 
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Even after this second disappointment of foreign succours, 
the heads of the conspiracy sedulously encouraged hopes of 
fresh assistance; and they in fact received a promise frota^ 
Prance that in April an invasion should take place in their 
favour: but notwithstanding the rebellion broke out in the 
May following, the French government failed in fulfilling this 
promise. 

In the month of February, seventeen hundred and ninety- 
eight, instructions were issued by the military committed to the 
adjutant-^generals, directing them to hold themselves in readi- 
ness for open warfare against government, and to the several 
regiments concerning their arms and appointments. To extend 
the organization, to increase thequantity of military stores, and to 
consolidate more and more the strength of the conspiracy, continu- 
ed to be the principal care of its heads till the arrival of their allies 
should take place ; and the S3rstem of terror which had been 
practised in the north, was adopted in the south. Arms were 
plundered during the night, individuals were sometimes assas- 
sinated, and outrage of every description put in practice. 

Meantime government was labouring to disorganize the 
whole system; and to destroy the strength of thp conspiracy 
before the arrival of their expected allies. For this end, some 
districts in the northern and midland counties were accordingly 
proclaimed; many persons suspected of treasonable designs 
were imprisoned; and other acts of power enforced to throw 
them into confusion. But the most severe wound inflicted on 
the union was the arrest of the thirteen members composing 
the provincial committee of Leinster, with other principals of 
the conspiracy, at the house of Oliver Bond, Bridge-street, 
Dublin, on the twelfth of March. This arrest was grounded 
on the information of Thos. Reynolds, a Roman catholic gentle- 
man of a place called Kilkea Castle in the county of Eildare^ 
colonel of an United Irish regiment, rebel treasurer for the 
county in which he resided, and provincial delegate for Leinster^ 
who, deserting what he must have considered the cause of his 
country, had continued for some time to disclose, for the use 
of government, all he knew of the conspiracy. Intelligence 
being thus given that the Leinster delegates, thirteen in number, 
w ere to meet at Mr. Bond's on the twelfth of March, justice 



Digitized 



by Google 



REBELLION IN mELAN0. 

SwoD^ attended by twelve sergeants in coloured clothes, r 
ed to the spot whilst they were sitting in council, and t 
their persons and papers. In this arrest were include 
most able and intrepid leaders of revolt: Thomas Addis Ei 
a barrister of great talents, William James M^Nevin, Mes 
Bond, Sweetman, Henry Jackson, and ttugh Jackson. 



PAPERS FOITKD AT MR. SONDES, 12TH MARCH. 

Found Upon John L^nch: handwriting 0/ William Mii 

Byrne* 

** Th* county W— — w. C— inform their constituent 
by the advice they have received from the provincial, it a 
that very flattering accounts have been received from a 
which will In a very few days be officially handed down, 
provincial returns of men have only increased a forv tho 
since the last reports; as the new county members have 1 
come in, in consequence of the new elections, which each 
ny will take notice must be on or before the fifteenth of ] 
ary next. 

** The county committee again earnestly recommend t 
constituents, to pay no attention to any flying reports, j 
know to a certainty, felse emissaries are encouraged 
seminate such news as may tend to disunite or lead 
astray. 

" The C C. hear with regret the dissatisfaction of thi 
nial committee of Newcastle, with respect to their not b 
yet fully supplied with arms, &c. They assure them tha 
exerdon has been used to that purpose, and that quant 
pikes are now ready manufactured for deliver}'; but at th 
time would recommend to have as many made as posi 
each barony, as they will thereby come infinitely cheapei 

*< The county committee cannot be accountable for any 
in the hands of a baronial treasurer ; and of course can 
count for any, but such as has been paid into them, of 
there appears a correct statement in the returns. 

}* They feci with concern the apathy of their fellow*i 



Digitized 



by Google 



158 REBELLION IN IR£|iAND. 

of the CO. W« who refuse so small a pittance as one penny per 
]nan,<o alleviatef in some degree, the distresses of their suffer- 
ing brethren now in W. gaol, where diere ai^ many innocent 
citizens in want of the common necessaries of life; but whOf 
though famishing^ scorn to betray the trust reposed in thenu 

** The county committee inform their constituents, that so 
far from having a fund in hands, they are now indebted to 
one of their members (No. 2.) who has kindly advanced 18^ 
4>f. 2d» for the relief of prisoners; the county members are 
therefore intreated to forward to htm, without delay, as much 
money as can be collected in their respective baronies; as there 
appears to be now in goal, from Arklow barony /oury frt>m 
Shillelah five, from Ballinacoor ^^rf^^n^ and one from Talbots* 
town Jlfteen^ and from Newcasde twoj in dXL forty^trvo^ without 
the smallest fund for the ensuing month* 

*^ Resolved, that a subscription be instandy commenced, for 
the purpose of forming a fund for the employing and retaining 
counsel; which shall be taken as a voluntary contribution, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of individuals, to be lodged in the 
hands of a treasurer chosen by the county committee. 

^ Resolved* that it is requested that the next meeting may be 
Jtiliy attended^ as there is business of the utmost importanc^.^ 
be taken into consideration* 
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C. C. JfUf. 33, 1798. 











Pd. prisoners. 






TaL 
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3 10 










119 
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3 35 15 


Ar. 
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59 


8 3 




2d 
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15 


3 
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1200 


17 





5 p 3d 


37 


19 


3 83 5 


N.C. 


1800 


35 


15 




No. 2 


12 


6 


5 162 3 4 


W. B. 


1800 


13 


15 
2 












L. B. 


840 


8 






85 


10 


11 245 4 8 


SbU. 


1080 
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19 3$ 










■ or lO 1 1 




Rest 
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■— ^ 09 IV~tt 
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4 6 88 18 
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73 
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P. 


S. 


fi. 


Ps. 


B. 


C. 


B. lb. P. 


Tal. 


181 


78 


66 


134 


321 


3331 


8315 75 


Ar. 


265 


85 


68 


87 


200 


* 


100 


8050 500 


N.C. 
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R.D. 
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62 


75 


380 




980 


500 ir 
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298 


216 


328 


1256 , 


4711 
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N.C. 
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R.D. 
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0^ 













No.L 

Hand'Vtriting of John J^Can^ 
<^ I do solemnly declare^ diat I 

came duly elected* 



No.n. 



Kildare * 




10863 


Wicklow . 




12095 


Dublin 




3010 


Do. City - 




2000 


Queen's co. 




11689 



Hand'wrUing qfJohn J^Can. 

19th February 9 1798* 
In Treasurer's hands 20 18 3 

20 .. • 



39657 



40 18 5 
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4<0 18 3 



Brought over 


39657 


King's CO. 


3600 


Carlow 


9414 


Kilkenny - 


624 


Mcath - . 


14000 



67295 40 18 3 

^^ Resolved, that the colonels in each county shall make out 
a list of three persons to be adjutants-general for said counties. 
The lists to be transmitted, sealed, either through the provin- 
cial, or any other authentic channel, to the executive, who will 
nominate one of the three to the employment. 

*' Resolved, that our treasurer be allowed to pay 16 guineas 
to the delegate to buy a horse, which, when the entire county is 
organized, is to be sold, and the money paid back into the hands 
of the treasurer. 

^^ Resolved, that the ex. committee be requested to accotXnt 
for the expenditure of 60 guineas voted them. 

^^ Resolved, that each county who have not paid in any 
finance, shall be requested to pay in 70/. immediately) except 
the county Carlow, which shall only pay 40/. 



PRIVATES TEST. 

Hand-writing' not known* 

'* I, A. B. da solenmly declare, that I will perform my duty, 
and be obedient to all the lawful commands of my officers, 
while they act in subordination to the duly-elected committee. 

Hand'writing of Jojin M^'Can. 
<* Resolved, that we will pay no attention whatsoever to any 
attempt that may be made by either house of parliament, to 
divert the public mind from the grand object we have in view, 
as nothing short of the complete emancipation of our country 
will satisfv us. 
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No- UI. 

In hands ' • . 30 U $ 

;^32 20 — — 



67995 40 18 3 

Tea in the morning this day three wcelc3* 

No. IV. 

Hand-writing of John Mf'Ccau 

<^ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that if 
the other Ps. be in an equal state of preparation as Leinster, as 
soon as we can procure the information of their state, and their 
determination to act in concert with the nation, we should im- 
mediately proceed to act; and that the exev« be requested to 
take such steps immediately as will tend most expeditiously ta 
bring about an union of the diffe^t prov*. 

^ Resolved, that the select com* of five be requested to pre- 
pare a military test, to be laid before the prov^ at the next 
meeting, for their approbation* 
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Extracts from the pocket-book of John M^Can^ found at 
Mr* Sondes. 

P. C* [Provincial CTommittee.] 

20Ui February y 1798* 



Kildare 


10863 










Wicklow . 


12895 








^20 18 3 


Dublin 


3010 








20 


Do. city 


3177 
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Queen's co. - 


11689 










King's CO. - 


3600 
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9414 










Kilkenny 
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Meath 


14000 
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^145 4 8 




Subscriptions:-— 




Fcby. 9Ui, 1798. 
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1 1 1 
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3 1 1 
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4 1 1 
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1 1 
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«i 








7 1 1 
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10 1 1 
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^i 
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H 




' 
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1 
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C, C. [CoiuiQr committee] 
February 19th, 1798. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



812 
865 
500 



28 

19 

9 

46 



8 
15 
13 

9 



ir 



[Four diviuons df the city of 
^ Dublin.] 



2177 jf 104 6 5^ 
D. C. 2d March. 



No. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 



118 
118 
84 
72 
120 
99 
53 



80 

70 

115 



ri 



4 11 
3 19 
12 

2 

1 15 



1 12 10^ 

1 6 9 

1 

1 11 9 



In hands ^1,16 Oj 

4 4 

3 3 





^ 


4 


4 


1 


I 


1 


H 


2 


8J 

• 



^2 16 4 

D. C. 8th March, 98. B. C. [Baronial committee.] 

5th March, 1798. 
12 ^2 17 5 

12 
12 
12 

12 IS 

10 
12 



15 



So.\ 
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3 61 
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118 
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120 
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1 
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7 


107 




14 
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89 
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86 
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10 
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2 
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11 
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13 


12 
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13 
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14 


84 
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7 8 
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Extract of a letter found upon Other Bond^ signed H. W. [Rug 
Wilson,] dated Cori, 6th, 1798. 

** I have been so cooped up since I came here, that had I 
known the situation of the place, my mind should never have 
been so abominably closeted, for any emolument that I may 
derive before a change in the present government takes place* 

*< You can but faintly imagine how things are going on here : 
give the people but a little time, and rest assured the progress 
science b making will astomsh the world. The enemies of die 
human race are much alarmed, and the revolt of the Dublin 
county militia has increased their fears. Mr. Knlay says, they 
are all assassins, and he is almost afraid to trust himself with 
them. I hear they are to be dispersed among the Highlanders 
through the coimtry. Numbers of preachers of the true Gos- 
pel are better than few, and those dispersed grains may not 
fall upon rocky ground. 

** When the news came this morning of the Spanish* fleet 
being out^ the aristocrats seemed happy, saying, their doom 
was at hand, Jervis being after them. 

*< With best regards to Mrs. Bond, and all friends, 

I am sincerely yours, 

H. "Wy 

The seizure of these papers betrayed so much of the plot to 
government, and the loss of some of their best leaders, threw 
the society into such consternation, that although the vacancies 
thus made in the directory and other committees were instandy 
filled up, (but by men of very inferior abilities) an inunediate 
rising was judged necessary to prevent the total overthrow of 
the system. To prevent as much as possible the fatal eiFects 
of , the despondency into which the members were thrown, a 
hand-bill, dated St. Patrick's day, March ir, was in the mean 
time circulated, of which we shall give the following extract; — 

** For us, the keen but momentary anxiety, occasioned by 
** tlie situation of our invaluable friends, subsided, on learning 
" all the circumstances of the case, into a calm tranquility, a 
*< consoling conviction of mlndj^ that they are as safe as inno- 
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** cence can make them now; and to these sentiments were 
•* quickly added a redoubled energy, a tenfold activity of ex- 
** ertion^ which has already produced the happiest effects* The 
" orgcmization of the capital is perfect ! No vacancies existing^ 
^ arrangements have been made, and are still makingy to .se- 
** cure for our oppressed brethren, whose trials approach, the 
^ benefit of legal defence ; and the sentinels whom you have 
'^ appointed to watch over yoiur interests stand firm at their 
" posts, vigilant of events, and prompt to give you notice and 
^ advice, which, on every occasion at all requiring ity rely on 
** receiving.— This recital. Irishmen, is meant to guard those of 
*^ you who are remote from the s^ene of the late events, against 
** the consequences of misrepresentation and mistake. The 
'^ most unfounded rumours have been set afloat, fabricated for 
^< the double purpose of delusion and intimidation. Your ene- 
^ mies talk of treachery^ in the vain and fallacious hope of 
** creating it ; but you, who scorn equally to be their dupes or 
** their slaves, will meet dieir forgeries with dignified contempt, 
** incapable of being either goaded into untimely violence, or 
** sunk into pusilanimous despondency. Be firm. Irishmen — 
^ but be cool and cautious ; be patient yet a-while ; trust to no 
** unauthorised communications ; and above all, we warn you — 
" again and again we warn you— against doing the work of 
** your tyrants, by premature, by partial, or divided exertion. 
^ If Ireland shall be forced to throw away the scabbard, let it 
•* be at her own time, not at theirs.'' 

Meantime the military committee had digested a plan of in- 
surrection which was to take place on the twenty-third of May. 
It was intended to seize Dublin, the camp at Liiughlinstown, 
and die station of artillery at Chapelizod, on that night ; in 
which the United in the counties of Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Kij^are were to act ; and the rebellion being thus commenced 
in the metropolis and its vicinity, the north and south were to 
rise immediately on the detention of tHe mail coaches. Go- 
vernment, however, were exceedingly active in precautionary 
steps T' — On the twenty-eighth of February, Artlmr O'Connor, 
James Quigley, John Binns, and two others, were arrested at 
Margate, while preparing to depart for France in order to 
hasten die intended invasion, ^eat quantities of pikes were 
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ever}' night discovered and seized by the activity of the mag^s* 
trates in the metropolis. The lord lieutenant, on the thirtieth 
of March, issued a proclamation^ commanding his majesty's 
military officers to employ the forces with the utmost vigcnir 
and decision. The inhabitants of Dublin were required to give 
in lists of all strangers who resided in their houses, many of 
the disaffected having fled thither from all parts of the kingdom» 
to secrete themselves from die arm of justice. On the tenth 
and eleventh of May, justice Swan, town*major Sirr, and 
Captain Ryan, seized five hundred pike handles and five pieces 
of cannon ; and on the twelfth. Swan seized a large quantity of 
arms in a house on the custom-house quay. On the thirteenth 
and fourteenth, four pieces of cannon and a swivel were taken; 
and on the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth, immense quan- 
tities of arms of various descriptions, but chiefly pikes* 

liord Kdward Fitzgerald having absconded since the twelfth 
of March, and government having received undoubted inteUi- 
gence that he was principal leader of the conspiracy, very just 
apprehensions were entertained, that wherever he might be, he 
vas labouring with assiduity to forward the views of the con- 
spiracy. liOrd Edward had served during part of the Ameri- 
c^nn war in his majesty^s forces, and was distinguished by his 
d'lring and intrepid courage, honour, humanity, candour, sol- 
dier-like deportment, and above all, by his superior knowledge 
of millury affairs. At the conclusion of the war he retired on 
the half-pay list, but again entering into the -service, he was 
promoted to the majority of the fifty-fourth regiment. On the 
return of his regiment to England, his lordship proceeded to 
Paris, in the beginning of the year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-two, where he imbibed principles of a highly republi- 
can cast, the too open and candid avowal of which induced the' 
ministry to dismiss him from the service ; as a man imworthy 
of the trust reposed in him. During his residence in France^ 
his lordship married a lady of the royal blood of the Capets^ 
daughter oT the last duke of Orleans, who contributed to in- 
spire him with revolutionary ideas. As lord Edward was emi^ 
nently qualified for the excitement and directicHi of rebellious 
commotions, government on the eleventh of May had issued a 
proclamation, offering qne thousand pounds for his apprehea- 
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sion; and b consequence received intelligence on the eighteenth 
that he would that night pass through Watling-street, preceded 
by a chosen band of insurgents as an adranced guard, and that 
he would be accompanied by another. Major S'lrr accordingly 
repsured to Watling-strect, attended by captain Ryan apd Mr. 
Emerson, together with a body of soldiers in coloui-ed clothes; 
and having met the party preceding lord Edward, attacked and 
put them to flight» taking one of their body prisoner. Next 
day Sirr, captain Ryan, and justice Swan, with eight soldiers 
disguised, proceeded to the house of a Mr. Murphy, merchant^ 
in TTiomas-street, where they were informed his lordship him- 
self was concealed. While they were disposing the soldiers so 
as to prevent an escape, Swan perceiving a woman run hastily 
up stairs, followed her with precipitation, and rushing into an 
apartment, found lord Edward reclining upon a bed ; whom be 
instandy informed that he had a warrant against him, and that 
it would be vain to make resistarce, but at the same lime jr- 
sured him he would be treated with the utmost respect. His 
lordship, however, so far from surrendering, instantly sprang; 
from the bed, and endeavoured to force his escape with a cou- 
rage deserving of a better fate. His pistol having missed fire 
at Mr. Swan, die only weacpon left him was a dagger, with 
which he closed with his adversary, and inflicted on him «many 
wounds, particularly a deep nnd dangerous one under the ribs, 
which bled profusely. At that instant captain Ryan entered ; 
and having missed fire at Lord Edward with a pocket pistol, 
mnde a lunge at him with a sword cane, which bent on his rib-^. 
The pain of the slight wound, however, was such as to make 
him fall on the bed, where captain Ryan threw himself above 
him ; and during the scuffle that ensued, the captain received a 
plunge of his lordship's dagger in the side ; after which they 
both fell to the ground, where Ryan received many desperate 
wounds, especially one in the lower part of his belly, so large 
that his bowels fell out on the floor. Not^vithstanding this d - 
plorable situation to which tlicse two gentlemen were reduced, 
they continued to hold his lordship by the legs ; and to impede 
his progress towards die door, whither he was advancing, wlicn 
Sirr entered the room; to whom he surrendered himself, after re- 
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ceiving a mortal wound in the shoulder from the major's pistol ; 
of which he expired in great agony on the third of June. 

Several papers found in lord Edward's possession at the time 
of his arrest, betrayed the nature and extent of the intended 
insurrection ; and contained a plan for the capture of DuUin* 
In his lodgings at Mr. Murphy's were also found a green uni- 
form, turned up with black, and a curious cap of Ae same ma- 
terials, in which he meant to have been drest when he headed 
the insurrection ; together with the official seal* of the Insh 
union. 

One of these papers, found in lord Edward's writing boic^ 
the plan for defeating the king's troops at the intended attack 
of the insurgents upon Dublin, contains observations so judi- 
cious, and appears so well adapted to answer the purpose for 
which it was intended, that we have given it to our readers en- 
tire. 

Copy of a Paper found is the: Writing-Box of loiud 
Edward Fitzgerald. 

** If ever any unfortunate cause should put our city, with the 
otiier parts of the country, into the possession of a cruel and tyran- 
nical enemy, whose government, by repeated oppressions^ might 
drive us into the last stage of desperate resistance, our conduct 
then should be regulated in a maimer best calculated for obtain- 
ing victory. 

The foHoiving thoughts are humbly offered for the inspection of 
every real IrishTnan. 

^ It is supposed that the enemy have a well-appointed and 
disciplined standing army.— 

" In such a case, every man ought to consider how that ar- 
my could be attacked or repelled, and what advantage their 

* We have not been able to procure a description of this seal. 
The following is that of the secretaries of the united society of 
Dublin : — A harp ; at the top, " / am new strung /' at the bottom^ 
«' / vnll be heard ;" and on the exergue, « Society of United Irish- 
men of Dublin** 
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fiscipKae aad numbers might give them in a popolous city, aet^ 
mg in concert with the adjoining counties* 

^ It is well known, that an officer of any skill in his profes* 
sion^ would be very cautious of bringing the best-disciplined 
troops into a large city in a state of insurrection, for the follow^ 
ing reasons :-^ 

<* His troops, by the breadth of the streets, are obliged td 
hSLve a very narrow front; and however numerous, only three 
men deep can come into action, which in the widest of our 
streets, cannot be more than sixty men, as a space must be left 
on each side or flank for the men who discharge to retreat to 
die rear, that their places may be occupied by the next in suc- 
cession who are loaded ; so, though there are a thousand mefi 
in a street, not more than sixty can act at one dme ; and should 
Aey be attacked by an irregular body armed with pikes, or such 
bold weapons, if the sixty-men in front were defeated, the whole 
body, however numerous, are unable to assist, and immediatel]^ 
become a small mob in uniform, from the inferiority of number 
in comparison to the people, and easily disposed of. 

** Another inconvenience might destroy the order of this army. 
Perhaps at the same moment, they may be dreadfully galled 
firom the house tops, by showers of bricks, coping-stones, &c» 
which may be at hand; without imitating die v^omen of Paris, 
who carried the stones of the unpaved streets to the windows 
and tops of the houses in their aprons. 

** Another disadvantage on the part of the soldiers would be, 
as they are regidated by the word of command, or stroke of the 
drum, they must be left to their individual discretion, as such 
communications must be drowned in the noise and clamour of 
a popular tumult. 

** In the next place, that part of the populace who could not 
get into the engagement, would be employed in unpaving tht 
streets, so as to impede the movements of horse or artillery ; and 
in the avenues where the army were likely to pass, numbers would 
be engaged in forming barriers of hogsheads, carts, cars, coun- 
ters, doors, &c. die forcing of which barriens by the army would 
be disputed, while like ones were forming at every twenty or 
ifnrty yards, or any convenient distances situatipn might re« 
quire. Should such precautions be well observed, the pnofriii 

Y 
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x>£ aa army through one street, or over one bridge, would be 
very tedious, and attended with great loss, if it would not be 
destroyed ; at the same time the neighbouring counties might 
rise in a mass, and dispose of the troops scattered in their vi- 
cinity, and prevent a junction or a passage of any army intend* 
ed for the city ; they would tear up the roads and barricade 
every convenient distance with trees, timber, implements . of 
husbandry, &c. at the same time lining the hedges, walls, ditdv- 
•es, and houses, with men armed with muskets, who would keep 
up a well-directed fire, 

<* However well exercised standing armies are supposed to 
J>e, by frequent reviews and sham batdes, they are never pre- 
pared for broken roads, or enclosed fields, in a country like 
ours, covered with innumerable and continued intersections of 
ditches and hedges, every one of which are an advantage to 
an irregular body, and may with advantage be disputed 
against an army, as so many forufications and entrenchments. 
• ^* The people in the city, would have an advantage, by being 
armed with pikes or such weapons ; the first attack, if possible, 
should be made by men whose pikes were nine or ten feet 
long, by that means they could act in ranks deeper than the 
soldiery, whose arms are much shorter; then, the deep files of 
die pikemen, by being weightier, must easily break the thin or- 
der of the army. 

*^ The charge of the pikemen should be made in a smart 
trot, on the flank or extremity of every rank ; there should be 
intrepid men placed to keep the fronts even, that at closing 
every point should tell together; diey should have at the same 
time, two or three like bodies at convenient distances in the 
rear, who would be brought up, if wanting, to support the front, 
. ]which would give confidence to their brothers in action, as it 
would tend to discourage the enemy ; at the same time, there 
should be in the rear of each division some men of spirit, t* 
Iceep the ranks as close as possible* 

. " The 2q)parent strength of the army should not intimidate, 
lis closing on it mak^ its powder and baU useless ; all its supe- 
riority is in fighting at a distance ; all its skill ceases, and all 
its action nmst be suspended, when it once is within reach oC 
^ |>ike. 
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" The reason of writing and printing this is, to remind the 
people of discussing military subjects." 



Three papers found in the possession jof Lord Edward Fitz* 
geraldy when arrested. 



No. L 

** T. Keathy, Envemess fencibles 
$alt, Londonderry ... 
Kaas, Armagh 

Green horse 
Conncl • - - - . 

Clane, Armagh . - - 
Narragh Rabn. Ks. county M.*1 
r Longford I 
< 6th dragoons f 
(^ Louth M. J 
Kilkea, Do. Do. Do, 

Kilculeoj r9th dragoons" 

J Tyrone M. ( 

1 Suffolk r 

(^Orange Yeo.^ 
Carbery, Inverness fencibles 
Ophilia sundrs. 

County sundry returns 



1 



50 with 1 Battn. of 
47 1 , 

250 > 
223 

1 
50 - i 



500 



500 


I 


801 





30 \ 




50 f 




90j 




50 - 





600 


2 




—» 


2319 with 


10 bats, of 


1500 . 





3819 



No. n. 

50 chains of 6 foot longy with 50 padlock3« 
1000 spike nails, 4> 6, 8 inches. 
200 round staples. 
. 20 cramp irons, ^^ in this form. 

50 large sledges. 
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50 iniall onei. 

50 hammers. 

50 groove irons. 
,100 hatchets. 

SOO shovels and spades, or as many as can be procured. 
ISO hooks for scaling ladders, the catching point to have a hackle 
face. 

jfo. ra. 

" Suppose R. force divided into three columns. The left of 
the Kildare line to assemble at Cloncluny, or betvireen it and 
Glonard-bridge; a detachment to be sent to Clonard-bridge as 
soon as fiossible; that body to advance by Kilcock^ Maynootfai, 
Leixlip, and Chapeliiod, toWardd Dublin/' 

On the nineteenth and twenty-first of May several other per- 
sons were arrested ; among whom were Henry and John Sheares^ 
lawyers of great abilities and eminence* These brothers are, 
with every appearance of reason, supposed to have been raised 
to the fatal dignity of directors. They were betrayed by cap- 
tain Armstrong, of the King's County militia, who had procured 
an introduction to them, and who^ passing with them for an 
United Irishman, regularly conveyed to the lord lieutenant 
such information as he could procure* In the house of Heniy 
Sheares, at the time of his arrest^ was founds in the hand- 
writing of John, the following manifesto, intended to have beca 
published after the city should have been taken ; and whick 
breathes a sanguinary spirit, certainly not the real disposition of 
these gentlemen, but which may have been consistent with their 
ideas of good policy, to strike a terror into those loyalists who 
might be disposed to oppose them :— 

" Irishmen, your country is free, and you are about to be 
*« avenged. That vile government, which has so long and so 
<* cruelly oppressed you, is no more* Some of its most attn>- 
«'*cious monsters have already paid the forfeit of their lives, 
** and the rest are in out hands* ITie national flag, the sacred 
^greeny is at this moment flying over the ruins of despotbm; . 
^ and that capital, which a few hours past had witnessed die 
^debauchery, the plots, and the crimei of your tyrants, is now 
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'^ the citadel of triumphant patriotism and virtue. Arise the% 
*' united sons of Ireland, arise like a great and powerful people, 
** determined to live free or die. Arm yourselves by every 
** m^ans in ygur power, and rush like lions on your foes. Con- 
** sider, that for every enemy you disarm, you arm a friend, and 
** thus become doubly powerful. In the cause of liberty, inac- 
<' tion is cowardice; and the coward shall forfeit the property 
**4ie has not the courage to protect. Let his arms be secured, 
^ and transferred to those gallant spirits who want and will use 
** them. Yes, Irishmen, we swear by that Eternal Justice, i» 
** whose cause you fight, that the brave patriot who survives 
^^ the present glorious struggle, and the family of him who ha» 
^ fallen, or hereafter shall fall in it, shall receive from the hands 
*< of a grateful nation an ample recompence out of that property 
^ which the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its handsf 
^ and his name shall be inscribed on the great national record 
^ of Irish revolution, as a glorious example to all posterity; birt 
^ we likewise swear to punish robbery with death and in£uny« 
*♦ We 'also swear that we will never sheath the sword till every 
^ being in the country is restored to those equal rights which 
** the God of nature has given to all men; until an order of 
*^ things shall be established in which no superiority shall be 
^^ acknowledged among the citizens of Erin but that of virtue 
** and talent. As for those degenerate wretches who turn theif 
*' sword against their native country^ the national vengeance 
^ awaits them. Let them find no quarter, unless they shall 
•* prove their repentance by speedily exchanging the standard 
<' of slavery for that of freedom, under which their former 
^ errors may be buried^ and they may share the g^ory and ad* 
** vantages that are due to the patriot bands of Ireland. Many 
** of the military feel the love of liberty glow within theiy 
'< breastSy and have joined the national standard. Receive with 
^ open arms such as shall follow so glorious an example-^^^ey 
^ can render signal service to the cause of freedom^ and shali 
** be rewarded according to their deserts. But for the wretch 
<* who turns his sword against his native country, let the nation- 
^ al vengeance be visited upon him ; let him find no quarter* 
** Two other crimes demand ###»###*## Rouse all the ener* 
^ gies of our souls : call forth all the merit and abilities which a 
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**vi<;ious government consigned to obscurity; and under the 
^ conduct of your chosen leaders, inarch with a steady step to 
** victory. Heed not the glare of hired soldiery or aristocratic 
** yeomanry: they cannot withstand the vigorous shock of free- 
** dom. Their trappings and their arms will soon be yours; 
•* and the detested government of England, to which we vow 
•< eternal hatred, shall learn, that the treasures it exhausts on its 
^ accoutered slaves, for the purpose of butchering Irishmen, 
^ shall but further enable us to turn their swords on its devoted 
•* head. Attack them in every direction by day and by night : 
•* avail yourselves of the natural advantages of your country^ 
" which are innumerable, and with which you are better ac* 
*' quainted than they. Where you cannot oppose them in full 
^ force, constandy harrass their rear and their flanks : cut off 
^^ their provisions and magazines, and prevent them as much as 
*< possible from uniting their forces : let whatever moments you 
** cannot devote to fighting for your country, be passed in leam- 
*' ing how to fight for it, or preparing the means of wai^— for 
** war, war alone must occupy every mind and every hand in 
^ Ireland, until its long oppressed soil be purged of all its ene- 
^ mies. Vengeance ! Irishmen — ^vengeance on your oppressoiB* 
** Remember what thousands of your dearest friends have 
•* perished by their merciless orders. — ^Remember their bum- 
^ ings, their rackings, their torturings, their military massacres^ 
** and their legal murders^— Remember Orr !"* 

The person (William Orr) whom the Irish are in the forego- 
ing address emphatically called on to remember, had been of 
staunch revolutionary principles, and possessed of considerable 
abilities. He was a man of respectable character and connec- 
tions. Being found guilty of high treason, he was, to the un- 
speakable grief of his party, executed at Carrickfergus. 

* Appendix to the report of the secret committee of the House 
•f Commons, No. 20. ^ 
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BY these arrests^ however, and other precautionaiy steps of the 
government, the insurrection in Dublin, which was to commence 
on the twenty-third of IVIay, by an attack on the army encamped 
at Lauchlinstown, and on the artillery stationed at Chapelizod^ 
was frustrated. Notwithstanding this, and the disorganization 
of the confederacy which ensued by the judicious arrangements 
ei the troops in the most advantageous positions about the 
capital, the appointment for insurrection was observed by many 
in the neighbouring counties; and the mail coaches on the 
northern, southern, and western roads, destroyed, as a signal to 
the rest of the kingdonu The western coach was interrupted 
between Lucan and Leixlip; the northern at Santiy, only 
three miles distant from the metropolis ; and the southern near 
Naas, which is fifteen miles distant. Great multitudes of insur* 
gents assembled, and proceeded immediately to efforts of 
strength, particularly in attacking the towns of Prosperous, Naas^ 
Claiae, Ballymore-Eustace, and Kilcullen. 

Information was received on the twenty-third of May, by the 
garrison at Naas, that an attack was that evening meditated to 
take place upon the town, and steps were consequently taken 
for immediate and effectual resistance. The greatest anxiety 
prevailed during that night and part of the succeeding morning; 
which was much increased by the intelligence announced by a 
dragoon, that the rebels were advancing against the town in 
considerable force. Large parties (some of whom stole unno- 
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ticed into the very centre of the town) accordingly made an 
attack at an early hour, and engaged a party of the Armagh 
milida; by whom they were repvdsed, after having sustained 
three volUes. In their flight, a great many pikes were drop- 
ped : three prisoners were taken, and were immediately hanged 
in the streets. 

The attack upon Prosperous, on the same day, was more 
successful* The centinels were killed, and the barracks as- 
saulted while the soldiery were asleep* Rushing into the 
building) the rebels immediately put to death captain Swaine. 
The soldiers, however, in the opposite apartment, succeeded in 
expelling t^m ; after which a fierce conflict ensued, but was 
terminated by the rebels setting fire to a quantity of straw 
which happened to be in the under-ground office. The sol- 
diers, almost in a state of suflfocatioa, retreated to the upper 
storeys, which they were quickly obliged to abandon by tho 
rapidity cif the flames. Some of them^ leaping out of the 
windows, were received on the pikes of the assailants : die re« 
mainder, making a desperate sally, endeavoured to force them* 
selves a passage, but were nearly ail of them slain in the at<« 
tempt: the deputy barrack-master, who, together with his 
&mily, had concealed himself during this scen^ of carnage, was 
saved) after coming out and surrendering, by the unexpected 
demency of the rebels. Mr. Brewer, an Englishman, remark- 
able for humanity^ but who had unfortunately incurred the 
enmity of the insurgents, was piked to death in his own house. 
Mr. Stamers also, who delivered himself up for the purpose 
of saving a house and its inhabitants, who were threatened with 
extermination, was, notwithstanding a promise of safety, treach'^ 
erously shot in the street. In diis aflair the king's troops are 
said to have lost about seventy men. 

The attack upon Clane commenced by a considerable body, 
who stole into die town unperceived by all but a drummer and 
trumpeter, who succeeded in alarming die garrison. The 
houses in which the soldiers were quartered were surrounded^ 
•"*i»8^y» hy bodies of piketnen ; so that the military were obliged 
to fight their way individually through the assailants. With 
Ae loss of only two men, however, and five wounded, they 
succeeded in assembling, and, notwithstanding the surprise amt 
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concision, gallandy repulsed the insurgents. In a second 
attempt which was made, six rebels^ mounted on horses of the 
Ancient Britons, and dressed in their clothes, entered the town 
with a design to impose themselves on the yeoman as friends* 
One of them, however, having made a cut at captain Jephson 
with a sword) was instandy shot, and his companions obliged to 
fly with many wounds. Ahout half past three in the morning, 
captain Gtiffitht having been informed at his seat that a body 
of rebels had -attacked the guard of Glane, arrived in the town. 
lie there found that the steady valour of part of his troop had 
BO hr checked the enemy, as to give time for about forty of 
the Armagh corps to turn out ; that the yeoman and militia had 
not fired above three rounds when the insurgents were dis- 
persed ; and that they were hotly pursuing them and burning 
stlch houses on the common as they suspected to afford them 
shelter. Six prisoners were taken ; one of whom was execut- 
ed at Clane^ the other five on the same day at Naas. About 
five o'clock intelligence was brought him of the defeat of the 
troops at Prosperous. The cs^tain had hardly time to draw 
up his men, when a party of rebels^ mounted on the horses, and 
well furnished with the arms and accoutrements of the Ancient 
Britonst made a charge into the town. One volley brought 
six or seven of them to the ground. The remainder made a 
precipitate flight, and took shelter behind a strong body of in- 
fantry which was advancing against the town from Prosperous. 
The little army of captain Ghriffith, not being strong enough to 
march against this ntonerous body, whose appearance was ren- 
<kred formidable by the scarlet clothing and arms of the military 
massacred at Prosperous, retreated to an elevated ground near 
die common, where they could not be surrounded or outflanked* 
There the insurgents quickly commenced a smart firing upon 
diem, which, however, the height of the ground rendered inef- 
fective! while they returned a galling fire that killed and 
wounded considerable numbers, and at length compelled them 
to disperse in the utmost confusion. They were pursued with 
slaughter, and in their flight dropped great quandues of pikes 
and other arms. On captain Griffith's return to Clane, he was 
fecredy informed that Dr. Esmond, a lieutenant of hi^ corps^ 
who hitd attended the muster with alacrity, in otder tp resist 
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the rebels there, had led the insurgents in the attack upoti 
Prosperous. The captain having been ordered to marcfa to 
Naas, prudendy took no notice of this intelligence until he 
arrived there ; when, drawing up his men in front of the goal, 
he immediately committed the lieutenant. He was afterwards 
conveyed to Dublin, where he was tried and executed as a 
traitor. He was brother to sir Thomas Esmond, qf a very 
ancient popish family in the county of Wexford. He was a 
man remarkable for the beauty of his countenance, the hand* 
someness, of his figure, the highly convivial qualities of his 
disposition, and the greatest knowledge of his profession; to 
which he added humanity and honour in his conduct in private 

life. 

On the tenth of May, captain Beevor had been ordered to 
Ballymore-Eustace, with detachments of the ninth dragoons, 
and of the Tyrone, Antrim, and Armagh militia, in order to 
compel the United Irishmen in that quarter to surrender dieir 
arms, by living among them at free-quarters. As the captain 
in this service had about three thousand stand of arms of va- 
rious descriptions surrendered to him ; and as, on the twenty* 
third of May, four sergeants of United Irishmen marched in 
with their complement of men, eleven to each, and surrendering 
their arms, received protections, he imagined that he had com- 
pletely effected the object of his mission ; and accordingly sent 
off one hundred and twenty of his men, retaining only about 
forty, in order to lighten the burdens of the people who were 
obliged to maintain them. 

The imprudence of this step, however, was quickly felt. 
The soldiers were quartered in eight different houses, which a 
body of rebels, to the amount of eight hundred, attacked early 
in the morning of the twenty-fourth, one hundred men sur- 
rounding each house. About one o'clock, captain Beevor was 
aw&kened by the cry of a person, that the rebels would have 
his blood. He instandy got out of bed, when he perceived two 
men rush into the apartment, the one armed with a pistol, die 
other with a pike. As the former fired at and missed him, 
the captain seized a pistol which lay by his bedside and shot 
him through the bodj^. He instantly received a slight wound 
in the shoulder from the pike of the other; but as he was 
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Ipeachtng for a second pistol, the pikeman closed with him, and 
seizing him in his arms, carried him towards the top of the 
stairs, where a number of rebels were ready to receive him on 
their pikes. By a violent ejQPort of strength, however, the 
captain succeeded in getting himself extricated, when he drag- 
ged his adversary into a room where he was run through the 
body by lieutenant Patrickson. Meantime the dragoons^ who 
were rallying round the captsdn's quarters, attacked and killed 
jnany of the insurgents^ who maintained m desperate conflict for 
nearly two hours. In other parts of the towQ, the enemy had 
set fire to several houses in which the soldiers were quartered; 
killed seven dragoons and wounded three : the Tyrone militia 
also had four killed and two wounded. But captain Beevor, 
with twelve dragoons, sallied out and routed them in every di- 
rection, with the loss of three of their captains and a considerable 
number of men. Amongst the losses of the military was 
lieutenant M^Farland of the Tyrone militia, who was ^ot 
through the body. 

At seven in the morning of the twenty-fourth, general Dun- 
dast hirviag received information that a body of rebels had assem- 
bled Ae proceeding night at a place called the Bath of Gilltown, 
and that their intention was to attack Kilcullen that day, ordered 
for^ of the ninth dragoons and the Romneys, and twenty two 
of the su£folk fencibles, to march against them. The general, 
putting himself at the head of the cavalry, found three hundred 
of the enemy strongly entrenched in the church-yard, whom he 
immediately attacked, without waiting till the infantry came up, 
though the ground was broken and imeven, and though many 
of the rebels^ armed with long pikes, had formed themselves 
into a strong phalanx in a road close by the church-yard, in 
which not more than six of the dragoons could charge in front. 
The charge^ however, was made with great spirit; but the 
horse were instantaneously repulsed. Thrice they were lu-ged 
by the general to renew the charge, and as often were they 
furiously driven back» with the loss of captains Erskine and 
Cooks and twenty-two privates who were killed ; besides ten 
so desperately wounded that most of them expired soon after. 

The general, after this defeat, retired with his shattered force 
Xo the village of Kilcullen-bridge, where he halted for some 
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time. But the victors, determined to follow up the successful 
bibw they had struck, though they were conscious they could 
tiot force the strong ^d narrow pass of Kilcullen-bridge^ took 
a circuitous route, in which their number was increased to 
Several thousands, and took a position between Sdkullen and 
Naas, in order to intercept the general in his retreat* In this 
extremity he resolutely put himself at the head of twenty-seven 
of the Suffolk fencible infantry, with his cavalry in the rear, and 
boldly marched up ur the rebels, by whom the attack was vu 
gorously begun ; but who were broken by three destrucdve and 
well-directed voUies from the infantry; after which the cavalry 
charged, put them completely to the route, and pursued tfaein 
with so terrible a slaughter^ that their loss is stated to have 
Amounted to about three hundred men* After this decided ad- 
vantagey the general marched to NaaSy in order to concentrat e 
his forces as near as possible to the metropolis^ being jusdj 
apprehensive diat the enemy meditated to make an attack upon 
it in great force. 

About two o'clock on the twenty-third, general "Wilford, who 
commanded at Kildare, received an order from general Dundaa 
to march with his whole force to his assistance at Kilcutten*. 
On leaving the town, he sent orders to captain Wilson at 
Monastereven, to follow him ; and^ on his arrival at Rildare, 
to set fire to the camp equipage lodged there* From the exe-. 
cution of this mandate, however, he was diverted by the solici- 
tations of Mr. O'Reilly, who represented to him the danger of 
^setting fire to the town by such a step. No sooner had the 
military left the town, than the market bell was rung by the 
inhabitants as a signal for a genersl rising; and about two 
thousand rebels, led by one Roger M^Gariy, marched into the 
town, and seized all the officer's baggage, the camp equipage^ 
and an immense quantity of pikes, fire-arms, &c. which had 
been surrendered a few days before. Most of die protestant 
inhabitants, apprehensive of being massacred, fled with preci- 
pitation to Naas and Monastereven, leaving behind them their 
proper^, which, together with their houses, was destroyed and 
plundered by the rebels. 

Early in the succeeding morning, M^Gkury, with about 
twelve hundred insurgents, marched against Monastereven, the 
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jgarrison of wlHch consisted of abom one hundred men com- 
posed of yeomanry infantry and cavalry. As soon as inteUi- 
geoce was reteived of the approach of the enemy, the garrison 
made circuits through the circumjacent country, that the inha- 
bitants might have an opportunity of retreating into the town. 
During these excursions they met with numerous parties of 
rebeby hastening to join their leaders^ with whom they had 
frequent skirmishes. In one of these conflicts they liberated 
a' small party of the Ancient Britons, who had been taken pri* 
aooers : one of their own troop was wounded in the action. 
About four o'clock in the morning of the twenty-fourth, the 
garrison was attacked by the rebels^ who, however, were re 
pulsed with slaughter^ carrymg with them their dead and 
wounded) though not before they bad set fire to the town* 
IHne loyalists, two of whom were volunteers, were slain. 

The neighbourhood of Rathangan, on the twenty-fourth was 
in a state of insuiTection, and the town itself was taken pos- 
session of on the twenty-sixth by the rebels. They retained it 
until the twenty-ninth, when they were dislodged with slaughter 
by colonel Longfield» with the city of Cork militia, a detach* 
ment of dragoons^ and two field-pieces. 

Of the intended surprise of Carlow, the garrison was ap- 
prised, both by an intercepted letter, and by the intelligence of 
lieutenant Roe, of the North Cork militia, who had seen the 
peasants assemble in the evening of the 24th of May. The 
garrison, consisting of a body of the 9th dragoons, the light 
company of the North Cork milida, under captain Heard, son^ 
of the Louth militia, under lieutenant Ogle, the yeomen infantry 
of Cariow, under captains Burton and Eustace, sir Charles 
Burton's yeomen cavalry^ and about forty volunteers; the 
whole about four hundred and fifty in number, imder the com- 
mand of colonel Mahone of the 9th dragoons, was judiciously 
{daced at various posts for the reception of the assailants. The 
{dan of assault was ill-contrived or ill-executed. DiflFerent 
parties were appointe.d to enter the town at different avenues ; 
but only one attempted an entrance ; the rest being deterred by 
the incessant firing of the troops. This body of rebels, amoutit- 
ing to a thousand or fifteen hundred, assembled at the house of 
air Edward Crosbie, a mile and a half from CarloWf and 
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inarched into the town about two o'clock in the morning of 
the 25th of May, with so little precaution as to alarm the 
garrison at a quarter of a mile's distance, by the discharge of 
a gun, in the execution of one of their own deserters. Shout- 
ing, as they rushed into Tullow-street, with that vain, confi* 
dence which is generally followed by disappointment, that the 
town was their own, they received so destructive a fire from 
the garrison, that they recoiled and endeavoured to retreat; 
but finding their flight intercepted, numbers rushed into the 
houses, where they founda miserable exit, these being inmiediate* 
ly set fire to be by the soldiery* About eight houses were con- 
sumed in this conflagration, and for some days the roasted 
remains of the rebels were falling down the chinmies in which 
they had perished. Their loss is estimated at upwards of 
four hundred ; while not a man was even wounded on the side 
of the loyalists. 

After the defeat, executions commenced as elsewhere in tiiis 
calamitous period, and about two hundred were in a short time 
hanged or shot, according to martial law. Among the earliest 
victims were sir Edward William Crosbie, and one Heydon, a 
yeoman. The latter is believed to have been the leader of the 
rebel column ; to have conducted them into the town, and on 
their ill success to have abandoned them. He had certainly in 
that crisis taken his place as a yeoman, and joined in the slaugh- 
ter of the assailants. 

A pamphlet has since appeared, intitled, "A Narrative of 
<' the Apprehension, Trial, and Execution of sir Edward 
*« William Crosbie, Bart. ; in which the Innocence of sir Ed- 
^' ward, and the Iniquity of the Proceedings agsdnst him are 
** indubitably and clearly proved.'* 

The tyranny and injustice too frequently exercised by those 
intrusted with power by the administration in this lamentable 
struggle was never more fully exemplified than in the proceed- 
ings which this publication narrates. Witnesses in favour of sir 
Edward, though protestants, and well known to be loyal sub- 
jects, were forcibly deterred from entering the court by military 
terror. Tortures and flogging were mercilessly * inflicted on 
Roman catholic prisoners, to compel them to give perjured 
evidence against him ; and they were even promised their own 
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lives if he should be convicted by their means. Still, n6t- 
withstanding these infamous and arbitrary measures, adopted 
with evident intention to overwhelm an innocent man, no 
charge could be proved agdnst him ; but yet, to the indelible 
disgrace of those concerned in this iniquitous procedure, he 

' was condemned and executed with circumstances of particu* 
lar atrocity. The court by which he was tried was moreover 
irregularly constituted and illegal, being destitute of a judge- 
advocate. The sentence was executed at an unusual hour, 
and so sensible were his judges of their own injustice, that 
in defiance of a special act of parliament, a copy of the pro- 
ceedings was refused to his widow and family. After pe- 
rusing acuons such as these, we view with indignation the 
shameful accounts of atrocities committed by the rebels, writ- 
ten by men who support the proceedings of another party, and 

' basely prostitute their talents to exalt every action of the loyal 
troops and subjects, however reprehensible their conduct; 
whilst the proceedings of their opponents are painted with 
every eppearance of brutal ferocity that rancour and prejudice 
can suggest. 

It is not our intention to specify individually all the atrocities 
and murders committed by the inferior actors in the rebellion. 
Many of these were undoubtedly the result of private antipathies^ 
others dictated by the ferocity of ungovernable mobs ; and are 
all of them, perhaps, what i^ould have taken place in similar 
circumstances amongst the most enlightened and humane peo- 
ple^ on earth. Of this the revolution in France affords a me- 
lancholy example. Popular resentment, once roused, cannot be re- 
strained within due bounds, or directed only against proper objects ; 
and such is the want of subordination in tumultuary assemblies 
of armed men, that even their leaders are often compelled to 
yield to the torrent, and to suffer themselves to be hurried 
away by the impetuous passions of the mass. 

Mr. Elliot, going from Carlow, after the repulse of the 
rebels, to visit his house three milj^s from town, saw a number 
of peasants assembled in the road at the end of his avenue. 
He was advancing without apprehension of danger, when ob- 
serving two guos levelled at him, he gaUppped away and escap- 
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ed both shots. On his returning soon after with a body of 
yeomen^ the peasants fled to places of concealment* When 
this gentleman, however, quite contrary to their expectations, 
rested satisffied with dispersing the insurgents, instead of bum* 
ing their cabins and inflicting on them any severe punishment^ 
as was usual, they returned to their habitations, and continued 
to remain perfectiy quiet instead of bemg driven by desperation 
to join the rebel armies. 

The Queen's County rebels were to have joined those of the 
county of Carlow at Graigue-bridge ;. but having heard that 
there were two pieces of cannon posted there, they changed 
their route ; and^ headed by two leaders of the names of Bed* 
mond and Brennan, who had been yeomen, they burned several 
houses^ belonging to protestants, in the village of Ballyckm(M« 
ler ; and attacked the house of the Rev. John Witty, a pro- 
testant clergyman, near Aries, about five miles from Carlow ; 
but it was bravely defended by himself and eleven friendft^ 
who kept up a constant fire, killed twenty-one rebels, and baffled 
all their attempts to storm or to bum it. The conflict con- 
tinued from three till six o'clock in the morning. 

On the 30th of May, a number of rebels, headed by one Ca- 
sey, attacked and burned the charter-school at Castiecarberry^ 
after having plundered all the property of Mr. Sparks, the mas- 
ter, which was considerable. The school had been defended 
by a party of fencibles till the 24th of May ; but when they 
were withdrawn, Mr. Sparks and his family were obliged to 
abandon it ; and the children took refuge in the Bog of Allen^ 
and in some neigh'iouring cabins. 

On the same day that the charter-school was attacked, a 
great number of rebels encamped on an island in the bog of Ti- 
mahoe, and at Mucklin and Drihid ; and for some time con- 
tinued to plunder the houses of protestants, and carried oflF all 
the horses and cattle they c6uld find. Government having rc^ 
ceived intelligence of these proceedings, sent General Cham- 
pagne^ on the 5th of June, to attack the enemy with the foUowv 
ing forces :— a detachment of the limerick militia, command- 
ed by colonel Gough ; the Canal Legion, fcy lieutenant Wit 
liams ; the Coolcstown Cavalry, by captsun Wakely i the <3k>- 
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nard Cavalry, by lieutenant Tyrell; and the BalUna Cavalry^ 
by captain O'Ferrail. 

The general disposed the cavalry so as to surround the bog, 
while the infantry attacked the camp on die island. The con- 
test lasted some time» as there were but a small number of 
infantry ; however they at last forced die camp and dispersed 
the rebels; of whom great numbers were slain in their flight 
by the cavalry. 

A detachment of the Limerick, the Coolestown, the Canal 
Legion, and a party of Northumberland fencibles, attacked 
about six hundred rebels, who were posted on Foxes-hill; 
and whom they entirely routed with considerable slaughter. 

No where did the rebels shew more fully their want of 
prudence, and their vain confidence, than in the attack which 
they made upon Hackets^own in the county of Carlow, forty- 
four miles from Dublin. On their approach to the town^ the 
garrison, which consisted of a detachment of the Antrim mi- 
litia^ under lieutenant Gardiner^ and a body of yeomen under 
captain Hardy^ marched out to meet them; but terrified by 
their numbers (about three thousand) they retreated and took 
shelter in the barrack. Exulting at their imaginary victory, 
the rebels raised a triumphant shout, and rushed forward with 
impetuosity, but in the utmost confusion. In this situation 
they were dexterously charged by captain Hume, who most 
fortunately arrived at that instant with thlHy of his yeomen, 
completely routed and dispersed, with the loss of two hun- 
dred men. Lieutenant Gardiner received a violent blow oa 
the breast with a stone ; and only one soldier was hurt. 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth, the officers of the 
Navan cavalry, John Preston, Esq. captain, dispatched intelli- 
gence by letter to the officer commanding the garrison at Sells, 
to request he would send them such troops as he could spare 
for their protection ; as they had been informed of the insur- 
rections at Dunboyne and Dunshaug|hlin, and that the rebels 
had planted the tree of liberty at the latter. Capuin Molloy, 
immediately on receipt of this intelligence, marched the yeo- 
men infantry and cavalry to their assistance; but on his ar- 
rival^ finding that the town was not in immediate danger of 
an attack, he returned to Kells for the protection of its inhabi* 
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tants, and of a large depot of ammunition there, which was 
endangered by his absence. A detachment was then orderedL 
to proceed towards Dunshaughlin, and to reconnoiter the enemy. 
As they returned with information that the mass of the people 
were in arms, Mr. Barry, lieutenant of the Navan troop, dis- 
patched the following notice to captain MoUoy at Kells :— 

" Sir,— Prepare your yeomanry immediately^ as 'an insurrec* 
^^ tion has appeared from Dublin to Dunshaughlin, and numbers 
•* have been murdered. Communicate this to all the odier 
*' officers." 

Of this intelligence captain Molloy apprized the different 
yeomen officers ; and strenuously recommended to them to hold 
themselves in readiness for action. Captain Preston of the 
Navan cavalry, understanding that the Ilea fencibles were to be 
in Navan on the night of the twenty-fifth of May^ resolved ta 
obtain their assistance in an attack upon the rebel station at 
Dunshaughlin. His demand of co-operation having been agreed 
to, and all the yeomanry in the adjacent country having joined 
them, they proceeded at day-break on the twenty-sixth toDoa- 
shaughlin; which, however, the rebels had previously abandoned^ 
xmd strongly posted themselves on the hill of Tarah in the countj 
of Meath, eighteen miles northward of Dublin, an eminence wdl 
adapted for defence against an attacking foe ; but so situated as 
to be extremely unfavourable to a retreating army, especially 
if pursued by cavwry. The hill is very steep, surrounded at 
the top by three circiilar Danish forts, with ramparts and fosses ; 
and on the summit is the church-yard, enclosed by a high waQ» 
The king's troops, consisting of two hundred and ten of the Rea 
fencibles, wiUi a battalion gun, lord Fingall's troop of yeomalh 
cavalry, those of captain Preston, lower Kells, and captain MoU 
Joy's company of yeoman infantry, amounted in all to about four 
hundred men. The rebels, who were perhaps about three 
thousand in number, no sooner perceived the king's tnx^s ad- 
vancing, than they uttered loud shouts of exultation, and imme- 
diately began the attack, firing briskly as they advancf4« The 
royal infantry, with the cavalry on their flanks, retamed their 
fire till within about fifty yards of the enemy, when a desperate 
conflict ensued. The rebels made three furious onsets, in the 
last of wbicht with daring resokitioD, they seised upon the can* 
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■on, but before they could completely surround her, the officer 
who commanded had applied the match, and the succeedmg 
discharge destroyed ten or twelve of the assailants and dispers- 
ed the remainder. The whole body of rebels, by die steadiness 
and valour of the king's troops, were at length routed in all 
directions, with the loss of about four hundred in killed and 
wounded, and three hundred horses captured ; together with 
all their arms, ammunition, baggage, and provisions. The 
victors lost about forty men, and had expended their whole 
ammunition before the rebels were put to flight. In the pockets 
of some of the killed were found popish prayer-books, beads, 
rosaries, crucifixes, pious ejaculations to Christ and to the 
Virgin Mary, and a variety of republican songs. 

This signal victory laid open the communication betwixt the 
capital and the northern parts of the kingdom, as that at Bat- 
hangan did betwixt it and the western. Discouraged by these 
and oAer defeats, many of the rebels began to wish for leave to 
retire in safety to their houses, and to return to their peaceable 
occupations. General Dundas, on the twenty-eighth of May, 
received at his head-quarters at Naas, by Thomas Kelly, Esq. a 
magistrate, a message from a rebel chief named Perkins, who 
commanded a body of two thousand men at Knochawlin-hill, on 
the border of the Curragh of Kildare, a plain twenty-two miles 
south westward of Dublin, expressing a readiness to surrender 
Aeir arm^, provided they were allowed to retire unmolested to 
their respective houses, and that Perkins' brother, then in the 
jail of Naas, should be liberated. The general not considering 
himself authorised to conclude a treaty with the rebels, sent to 
Dublin for instructions ; and having received permission, pro- 
ceeded to Knockawlin on the thirty-first ;^ where, after he had 
received the personal surrendry of Perkins and a few of his 
associates, he granted pardon to the rest, who immediately dis- 
persed with shouts of joy, leaving behind them thirteen cart- 
loads of pikes. 

This peaceable disposition, however, was unfortunately blast- 
ed three days afterwards by military licentiousness and want of 
thatt strict attention to discipline, so indi^jensibly requisite when 
a country is in a state of insurrection. In order tv> open the 
eommunkation betwixt Dublin and Limerick, major-general 
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Duff had made a rapid inarch from the latter with six hundred 
men^ and received intelligence that a very considerable body of 
rebels had assembled at the Gibbit-rath, on the Currah^ for 
the purpose of availing themselves of the permission to surren« 
der which had been granted to them by general Dundas* 
Unfortunately general Dundas was not present to receive the 
submission of this body himself. GeneraTDuff's troops were 
accordingly ordered to approach them for this purpose* On the 
advance of the military, one of the rebels thoughtlessly swore 
he would not deliver up his pi6ce loaded, and, presenting it 
with the muzzle upwards, discharged its contents in the air. 
The troops, with a thirst for carnage disgraceful to themselves, 
and two frequendy displayed by the royal forces in the course 
of the rebellion, affecting to consider this innocent bravado as 
an act of hostility, instandy fired amongst the rebels. Panic- 
struck by this unexpected act of treacherous severity, the asto- 
nished multitude fled in all directions without offering to make 
the least resistance. Notwithstanding this, however, a company 
of fencible cavalry, denominated lord Jocelyn's Fox'htmters^ 
eager to show their valour in the slaughter of an unresisting foe, 
pursued them with dreadful havoc, till a retreat was sounded, 
which general Dundas> who was apprehensive of such an acci- 
denty perhaps from his knowing well the disposition of the 
military, had sent an express from his quarters at Kilcullen to 
order. Upwards of two hundred rebels fell on this occasion; 
and perhaps a far greater number would have shared the same 
fate, had not general Dundas's wise measure put a stop to the 
fury of the troops. We cannot better shew our approbation of 
the conduct of that gendeman, than by inserting the following 
address from the corps of Athy loyal infantry, which reflects 
infinite credit not only on the general himself, but also on the 
corps by which it was presented : 

** To Lieutenant-General Dundas^ ^c. 

<i Sir, — The'arrangements, which follow the termination of a 

** glorious war, being likely to deprive us of the man whose 

^^ Vise and humane conduct saved the lives of thousands, we 

^^ cannot suffer the opportunity to pass, without expressing to 
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** our brave general the sentiments of gratitude with which our 
" hearts are filled. 

*< Placed at the head 6f our district^ during^ a period most 
*' eventful and calamitous, your command has been distinguish- 
** ed by the zeal of your conduct, and the humanity of your 
^ counsel, surrounded by armed bands of our misguided coun- 
•* trjnnen. ,You first subcTued them by your sword, and thcnr 
** disarmed diem by your clemency. In you, sir, we have 
*S seen the brightest ornament of the soldier^s character — humanh^ 
" ^, touted with true courage* And when the unprejudiced 
^ historian shall write the events of the day, the name of Dun* 
*< das will be applauded by rising generations. 

^ Tour kind partiality and attention to the Athy yeoman 
** infantry, raised on the spur of the moment, have induced 
** them to offer this (the only tribute in their power) to their 
** revered general. Wherever you go, you will carry with you 
*^ theiif' invariable attachment, and the applauses of all true lovers 
^ of their country and of humanity. 

" For the corps of Athy loyal yeoman infantry, 

Athy J Ut Jan. 1802. T. I. Rawson, Captain.*' 

Though the conduct of this general officer, especially in the 
afiair at Old Kilcullen^ where he injudiciously ordered the ca- 
valry to attack the rebel pikemen, has been severely censured by 
many persons ; yet it ought to be taken into consideration, that 
that error by no means attaches to him individually, and is no 
proof of his deficiency in military skill. It appears to have been 
an universal opinion, until fatal experience brought conviction 
to the contrary, that cavalry were of greater service in the attack 
of men armed with pikes than infantiy. Of this the formation 
of so many bodies of yeomen cavalry, and the paucity of infan- 
try, is a convincing proof. The general's conduct appears to 
have been no less satisfactory to the loyal inhabitants of the dis- 
trict in which he commanded, than to the corps of Athy loyal 
infantry. This they gratefully acknowledged in an address, 
published in the Dublin Evening Post, accompanied with the 
presentation of a piece of plate^ as a testimony of their respect 
and veneration. 
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Besides these attacks made on various places by die insiuv 
gents, and engagements betwixt them and the royal troops, 
commotions took place in the neighbourhood of Dunlavin. The 
garrison in the town consisted of a corps of yeomen cavalry, 
commanded by captain Ryves, and the light comply of the 
Wicklow militia. At the head of a company of cavalry, the 
captain marched against the rebeb, *but was obliged to retreat^ 
after some of his men had been killed by pikes. On his retum> 
the number of prisoners imder suspicion of treason being great* 
er than that of the garrison, and apprehensions being entertained 
that they would co-operate with the rebels in case of an attack, 
it was determined by a council of officers, who ought to have 
been well convinced of the guilt of the sufferers be£M% they 
proceeded to so severe and arbitrary a measure, that such of the 
yeomanry as had been imprisoned on suspicion should be put to 
death. In consequence of this determination, nineteen of the 
Saunders-grove corps and nine of the Narramore were led out 
and sliot ! 

Tbeseopenactsof hostility had been metby a proclamation of the 
lord lieutenant, on the twenty-fourth of May, giving notice that 
orders had been sent to all his majesty's general officers in Irelandy 
to punish with death, or otherwise, all persons acting or in any 
manner assisting in the rebellion. The proclamation had ako been 
notified to both houses of parliament by a message from his 
excellency, who received their thanks and approbation of the 
measure. 
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WHILE a communication was^ by the means already men* 
^nedf nearly laid open between th&4netropolia and the rest of 
tfie kingdom^ the flames of civil war were kindled, and began 
$o Uaae in a quarter where insurrection was least expected* 
^Rie county of Wexford had enjoyed a greater portion of so- 
cial comfort than perhaps any other part of the province of 
Leinftter. Gentlemen of landed property in it were less ad* 
dieted to the shameful practice of absenting themselves from 
their estates, so prevalent in other quarters of the kingdom* 
Improvements were made by them, which would have been 
overlooked in their absence. The farmers followed the exam- 
ple of their landlords ; and the peasants were consequendy em- 
ployed widi regularity, which introduced amongst them habits 
of industry and order. Rents were comparatively low* From 
all these causes this county was very slowly and imperfecdjf 
organized by the Unhed Society. Besides conducting them* 
selves in the most peaceable manner, the Roman catholics had 
addressed the lord lieutenant through the medium of lord 
Mpuntnonis, professing their lo3ralty, and offering to arm them« 
selves, if permitted, for the preservation of tranquility. Gk>« 
vemment was so well convinced by these circumstances of the 
well affected state of the county, that not above six hundred 
soldiers were stationed throughout the whole of it ; its defence 
being abandoned chiefly to the yeomanry corps and their sup- 
plementaries. The members who composed these corps of 
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protestant yeomanry^ inflamed by religious prejudice and the 
reports of atrocities committed by the Romanists in fornix 
times ; or perhaps presumptuous from their imaginary superi^ 
ority over the catholics, imprudendy treated the latter with 
contumely and outrage. The magistrates, with equal impnt* 
dence, and that tendency to the abuse of power, so natural to 
weak and litde minds, employed themselves in whipping and 
imprisoning numbers of persons whom they thought proper to 
suspect of disloyalty, often without sufficient grounds tQ au- 
thorise such proceedings. The body of six hundred regukn 
and militia, also ill commanded, and for the most part ill offi- 
cered, contributed, by previous insult and subsequent timidity^ 
to forward the work of rebellion. Those who insult and ty- 
rannize over the peaceable and submissive, are for the moat 
part the first to shrink at the appearance of danger, and to % 
from the presence of such as, by their own imprudence, and 
by repeated injuries, they have roused to resentment and to 
vengeance. The system of imprisonment and of flogging 
however, apptears to have been principally the cause of disaC- 
fection : ^^ I am well informed, that no floggings had place 
<* in the town of Wexford, nor in the baronies of Forth and 
^^ Bargy ; and that in those baronies no atrocities were cooh 
'' mitted before or sipce the rebellion."* Whatever might have 
been the state of this county, whether it would have continued 
in a state of tranquility or not, had not these rigorous measures 
been adopted ; certain it is, that after the insurrection did com« 
mence, the number of insurgents was gready increased by the 
lawless conduct of straggling parties of yeomen, who too frc» 
quently shot unarmed and unoffending persons in the roadSf 
in the fields at work, and even in their houses. 

On the night of the twenty-sixth of May, the standard of 
rebellion was raised for the first time in this county, by fadier 
John Murphy, Romish priest of Boulavogue, commonly called 
Father John, a man of mean intellects, and a fanatic in reli- 
gion ; but at the same time eminendy qualified to rouse the ig>« 
norant multitude to tumult. He kindled a fire on a hiH called 

* Note of the Rev. Mr. Gordon — See his History of the Re- 
bellipD in Ireland in 1798, Sec. p. 103. 
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Corrignia, as a signal for his associates to assemble, which was 
answered by another fire on an eminence contiguous to his 
own house atJBoulavogue. This rising was communicated to the 
garrison at Emniscorthy by a female named Piper, the daughter 
o£ a widow who^e house the insurgents had as9aulted9 and 
from which ^he had escaped by leaping out at a window, and 
flying to Enniscorthy on horseback. The house was situated 
at a [dace called Tincurry, about four miles from Enniscorthy* 
The insurgents wounded the widow, broke the arm of one of 
her daughters, who was with child, and slew her nephew, ^ 
young man named Candy* 

Murphy, having burned some protestant houses, proceeded 
to a place called the Harrow; where he engaged and defeated 
a party, of the Camolin yeomen infantry, commanded by lieo* 
tenant Bookey, who was slain in the commencement of the 
action while advancing before his men to harangue the insi^r* 
gents* This beginning of hostilities, and the success by which 
it was attended, brought great numbers to join the rebels, so 
that on the succeeding morning, Whitsunday^ {May 27.] two 
very considerable bodies had collected, one on the hill of Oulart, 
about eleven miles to the south of Wexford; the other on Kil« 
thomas hill, an inferior ridge of Slyeeve Bwee mountain, about 
nine miles westward of Gorey. These body of insurgents were 
mixed multitudes of persons of both sexes and all ages. Against 
the rebels assembled at Oulart, commanded by £euher John 
Murphy in person, was detached^ under the command of lieu* 
tenant-colonel Foote, ^^i^ hundred and ten chosen men of the 
N<Mth Cork milida. Cm the advance of the king's troops, a 
par^ descended from the southern side of die bill, apparently 
with intention to have engaged them. These were broken and 
dispersed at the first onset, and fled with precipttadon to the 
northern side of the hiU, whither they were pursued with so 
litde apprehension of resistance, that ho rank or order was ob- 
served. On reaching the northern summit, they were informed 
that a considerable body of cavalry had that morning been oh* 
served approaching the hill^ in the, direction whither they were 
flying,, and that their intention was either to intercept them in 
their, retreat, or to co-operate with the in&ntry in a joint attack* 
As they were yet so unskilled in militaty affairs as to regard an 
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attack from cavalry the most {brmidable that could be niade 
Qpon them, and as Father Murphy exclaimed they must eitbeif 
conquer or inevitably perish, they turned again upon their pur- 
suers, who had by this dme, breathless with running, nearly 
gained the top. Only about three hundred of the rebels, how* 
ever, ventured to make this desperate attack, which was so 
sudden and impetuous, that the whole of the troops, except die 
Eeutenant-colonel, a serjeant, and three privates, werie kiUed 
almost in an instant, including one major, one captain^ two lieu- 
tenants, and one ensign. 

The body of cavalrj-, for fear of whom the insurgents wer^ 
driven tb this desperate exertion of courage, had ^at morning 
early left Oorey with intendon to attack them; but after they^ 
had proceeded about thirteen miles, die number and posidon of 
the enemy was such as to induce them to retreat, which they 
accomplished after killing some unarmed stragglers andseverd 
old men whom they found in the houses. They were ignorant 
diat the -North Cork militia had that morning marched to 
attack the same body. 

Against the rebels assembled at Kilthomas hill, conststiiig of 
between two and three thousand armed men, besides women, 
cJhildren, &c. a body about three hundred yeomen, infiemtry and 
cavalry, marched, and were more successftil dian their brethren 
at Oulart. The infantry of this litde army, fiafnked at a consi- 
derable distance on the left by the cavalry, advanced up the 
Irill against the rebels, who were posted on die summit, with 
the utmost intrepidity; and the insurgents were so panic-struck 
by a few discharges of musketry, diat they fled, and were pur«* 
sued with die loss of about a hundred and fifty men. Tlie 
victors also, in the course of seven miles march, burned twp 
catholic chapels, and about a hundred cabins and farm-bouses. 

Mesmdme die victorious body of Oulart, ubd^r father Mtnw 
phy, elated with dieir success, marched and took possession of 
Camolin, a town six miles westward of Gorey, whither its loyal 
inhabitants had fled for 'refuge. The whole country presented 
the most rueful aspect of civil warfare—chouses in flames, part 
fired by die rebels, and part by the military; while the firi^ted^ 
inhabitants were flying in all quarters ; the protestants to t£e 
towns, the Bomanists to the MUs, or to join the rebel parties 
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pf thfir persuasion* From Camolin, the rebels advanced to 
Ferns, two miles further, from whence the loyalists had fled to 
Emiiscorthy, six miles to the south. On the same morning 
the garrison of Carnew^ nine miles from Gorey, consisting of 
three yeomanry corps, in all about two hundred men, attacked 
a large bo4y of rebels who were preparing to assault that town^ 
tpd compeOed them to fly to Ferns, with the loss of nine killed 
and two taken prisoners. 

Father Murphy found himself now in such strength that he 
determined^ on Monday the twenty-eighth, the ^y after his 
\dctory at Oulart, to hazard an attack on the town of Ennis- 
corthy, which was garrisoned by about three hundred men; as 
by Uie following return: 



JVbr/A Cork militia. 
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Drums, 
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Capt. Snowe's company, 1 
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Enniscorthy infantry. 
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Do. supplementary, 
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Scarawaish iitfantry. 










Capt. Corhock, 1 
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1 


60 


Mnni^corthy cavalry^ 
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Capt. XUcbards, 1 


3 


3 


1 


50 



Total 4 



15 



297 



Officers names. 

North Cork-43aptain Snowe, lieutenant Bowen, ensign 
Harman* 

Enniscordiy infantry— Captain Pbunden, lieutenants Drury 
and Hunt. 

Supplementary—lieutenant Poundcn. 

Scarawabh infantry — Captain Comock^ lieutenants Garden 
andBudd. 

iUeut^ant Spring on half-pay, and formerly lieutenant of 
^e sixty-third regiment, joined Ac troops a volunteer. 
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The rebels, amounting to aA>out seven thousand^ ei^t hun- 
dred of whom were armed wiA muskets, appeared before the 
town about one o^clock in the afternoon* Enniscorthjr, situate 
on both sides of the rivier Slaney, over which there is a stone 
bridge, is a market^ a post, and a borough town* The markets 
house, court-house, and principal streets are on the soudi side* 
On the north are two suburbs called Templeshannon and 
Brumgoold, which extend close to Vinegar Hill, a mountain 
about twelve miles from the town of Wexford, sixteen from 
Ross, eighteen from Gorcy, eight from Tahmon, six from 
Ferns, and ten from Newton-Dany* The river being navigable 
with the tide, it was a place of considerable trade, and contained 
between four and five thousand inhabitants* As intdligence 
had been received at nine o*clock that the enemy was advancing 
against the town, the garrison had their different positions and 
l^llying posts immediately assigned them by captain Snowe, a« 
commanding officer* The North-Cork were stationed on the 
bridge; the Enniscorthy cavalry in the street lading to it 
from the town; and the Enniscorthy and Scarawalsh infantry 
at the Duffreygate-hill on the Carlow road* A considerdUe 
guard was also posted at the market-house, where the anns 
and ammunition were lodged; and another guard over some 
suspicious persons confined in the castie* As the rebda «p* 
proached towards the Duffrey-gate, in a strong column of 
about a mile in length, where many avenues led into the town, 
captains Cotnock and Pounden led their yeomen forward, in a 
line about four himdred yards fit>m the gate; on ¥rfaich the 
enemy halted about the same distance fix>m them, and parties 
filed off about a half a mile to the right and left of the main 
body> with design to outflank the yeomen* After this move- 
ment, they advanced a few paces, drove a multitude of cattle 
and horses against the troops, and gave a general volley from 
right to left; so effective that captain Comock, and lieutenants 
Hunt and Pounden, were wounded, the two latter mortally; 
and several privates killed and wounded* The yeomen returned 
the fire with considerable effect; but the rebels continued to 
advance, firing at the same time with such precision, that lieu- 
tenant Hunt, who had served during great part of Ae American 
war, astonished at their steadmeas and celerity, declared thsi 
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be had nerer before experienced so heavy and vrdU directed a 
ib«. As the rebels continued to extend their wings, the yeo» 
men deemed it prudent to retire near to the town, where they 
dispatched a message to captain Snowe, who defended the 
^^ridge, to require him to hasten to their assistance. That gen^* 
deman immediately marched to their aid with the North Cork 
militia; but understanding that the rebels were moving towards 
the bridge^ he retreated to his former station in order to defend 
it: ordering the cavalry to cover his rear, a large body of the 
cn^ny having advanced to his last position* These captain 
Bkbards accordingly charged and dispersed) but had nine of 
has corps killed and three wounded, and sixteen horses killed. 
Captain Snowe arrived at the bridge in time to prevent the 
enemy from crossing. 

Meantime the troops at the Duflfrey-gate, finding they must 
quickly be surrounded by die long extended wings of the ene- 
my, if they continued to hold their position, divided themselves 
rinto smdl parties; and occupying the different avenues leading 
intK) the town, defended them for some 'time with the greatest 
spirit and resolution; though the streets in which they fought 
had been fired by some of the disaffected inhabitants, in order 
to annoy them. These brave men, however, were at length 
compelled to retreat to the market-house, where they again 
made a stand. The rebels now attempted to ford the river in 
many places, but were galled from the bridge, which had be- 
come the station of defence. So fluctuating was the success of 
the day, during several hours, that many of the inhabitants, in 
order to avoid the fury of the prevailing party, had alternately 
displayed the orange and the green ribbon. At length the 
rebels, fording the river both above and below the bridge, some 
of them up to the middle, others to the neck in water, entered 
the eastern part of the town and fired it; when the garrison re- 
treated in great disorder towards Wexford, fourteen miles dis* 
tant, having expended the whole of their ammunition, thou^ 
they had repeatedly filled their pouches from the militia maga^ 
zine. An instance of intrepidity displayed by a yeoman, we 
deem not unworthy of notice: a spent ball havmg lodged in his 
neck, he had it extracted by the assistance of an officer; and 
calmly charging his piece with it, returned it to the enemy. 
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The garrison^ in this obadute engagement, loet eigMy^ei^ 
inen> among whom were captsdn Pounden of the 9U[q^oientary' 
yeomen, lieutenant Hunt of the Enniscc^hy inSsuitiy, and Ueu* 
tenant Garden of the Bcarawalsh. Besides these, many et a 
large body of loyalists who joined the troops as volunteai% 
armed with guns, pistols, swords, &c. fell in the action* Th« 
rebels lost about three hundred men. As many of the prote^T 
ant inhabitants as had time to escape^ fled in distracdop tp 
Wexford, which they accomplished with difficulty* Thp 
weather was fine, and they were not pursued. The foUpwing 
account of the escape of the Rev. Mr. Handcock^ rector of Kilr 
cormuck, and his family, will convey to the reader an adequate 
idea of the situation of the loyalists* Mr. Handcock bad per* 
sonally fought in defence of the town* 

^^ Finding that we could no longer keiep our gr9und2 1 rushed- 
^' smgly through the streets, with a bhmderbuss cocked, and 
V presenting it at every person who looked at me, running for 
^ my life, but without the faintest hope of savifig it, or that of 
^ my family, yet determined to share their fate; and wilb greajt 
.^ difficulty getting into my house, locked and, barricadped by 
^ the afirlghted inmates, I dragged my wife down stairs with 
" my children, just as they sat in her sick room;* and observ- 
^ ing which way the fugitives were moving out of the town, I 
^* forced them along with the tragical cavalcade, until my wife, 
** overpowered with terror and the heat of the flames, fell on a 
** burning pile of rubbish, where, unable myself, from fatigue, 
" to raise her, she would have been suffi>cated, or trampled to 
*< death, had not a gallant fellow of the North-Cork militia, 
<^ wounded, and scarce able to drag tus legs after him, assisted 
** me, swearing the Munster oath, * By J-— s you did not for- 
" sake us, and I will not desert you.' TTie poor fellow accord* 
** ingiy stuck by us tiU we arrived at Wexford. In return for 
" this, having got my wife and children behind or before mounted 
" yeomen, I procured a horse for his wife, and carried his 
** musket as far as I was $ble. When we came within three 
* or four miles of Wexford, we were met by the yeomen ca* 

• She lay^n only two days before. 
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^ ydry of it, vlio turned out on hearing our disaster, to cover 
^ our retreat*" * 

On the morning after the rebels got possession of the town, 
it presented a dreadful scene of conflag^tion. Part of it was 
anrifc ly consumed; and in part the flames were spreading with 
the greatest fury* Above four. hundred dwelling-houses, ware- 
housesy txcm were thus destroyed. The rebds, after* having 
formed a camp on Vinegar hill, entrenched it, and erected 
some batteries, stationed a very strong garrison in Enni^corthy* 
ttKi placed picquet guards, centinek, and videts, in all the 
avenues and roads leading to it for some miles round; which 
wciy relieved every day from the camp on the l^U* The 
dwrch of ]&iniscorthy having been strippM by the victors, they 
conveyed the bell to their camp, where it was employed for the 
^ purpose of marking the hoiurs, and was to be rung as an 
ahmm in cade of surprise. And old windmill at the top of 
Ae hill was converted into a prison for lojralist prisoners. These 
were aH tried by a court-martial, and on being condemned^ 
were led to die front of the rebel linCf where they were either 
shot or piked to death. On the momk^ of the twenty-ninth^ 
iie rebels executed no less than twenty-four persons. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



THE town of Wexford^ whither the garrison of Enmscortl^ 
and as many of the loyal inhabitants as could make their escape 
had retreated, had been in a state of the greatest alarm and con* 
stemation since the commencement of the insurrection, especial* 
ly since the defeat of At' royal troops at the batde of Ouls^t by 
father Murphy, on the twent}''^venth. The garrison had now 
laid aside all thoughts of giving the enemy battle in the field, 
and confined themselves to making every preparation foe a 
vigorous defence. Amongst other measures taken for this 
purpose, all fires were ordered to be exdngidshed, and the roofs 
of thatched houses to be stripped, lest those inhabitants who 
were disaifected should assist the assailants by setting fire to the 
town. 

In consequence of a suspicion of treasonable designs the 
sheriff and others had resolved to s^>prehend Beauchamp Ba- 
genal Harvey, of Bargycasde, John Henry Coldough, of Bally- 
teigt and Edward Fitzgerald, of Ne>«^>ark, all of them gendemen 
of the county of Wexford; who were accordingly arrested on 
the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh, by captain Boyd, of die 
Wexford cavalry* On the twenty-ninth, I^. Boydy who had 
hopes of dispersing the insurgents without either giving them 
batde or making any concession in their &vour, or who con- 
cluded that he might at least be able to divert their attention 
and to retard their progress, visited these three gendemen in 
prison, and proposed that one of them should proceed to the 
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rebel c^np and endeavour to persuade the msurgentB, to retire 
to their respective homes. It was agreed that Mr. Colclough 
should undertake the mission, provided he was allowed to 
take Mr. Fitzgerald with Mm. When these <wo gentlemen 
arrived at the camp, the rebels were in a state of die utmost 
distraction; being undetermined in their plan of operation^ ; 
aome proporfng to attack Newtown-Barry, others* Ross, others 
Wexford, many to remain in their present post, and not a few 
to return for the defence of their own property, agahist the 
Orangemen. On the appearance of the two gentlemen prison* 
ers, however, as they termed them, the divided multitude col* 
lected sft-ound them with loud shouts of joy and welcome. 
When Mr. Colclough had delivered his message, which was 
treated with ne^ect, he retired to put himself again into the 
hands of those by whom he hadl)een sent» but Mr. Fitzgerald 
remained with the rebels^ and that evening accompanied them 
to a post called Three Rocks, the termination of a long ridge 
called Forth Mountain, which fermd the boundary of the Bargy 
and Forth barronies. As Three Rocks is only two miles and 
a half froji Wexford, and as they were now fully determined 
to attack that town, they remained there during the night. 

Meantime the several successful operati' ns of the rebels and 
Aieir increasing numbers, had spread so great an alarm> that^ 
on the morning of the twenty-seventh, two hundred of the Do* 
negal militia, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Maxwell, and 
a six poimder, arrived in Wexford accompanied by colonel 
Colville, captain Young, and lieutenant Sodon, for the purpose 
of strengthening the garrison, consisting of the remains of thfe 
North Cork militia, about three hundred men ; the Healthfield 
and Enniscorthy cavalry, captain Ogle's infantry, the Ennis^ 
corthy infantry, %ht Wexford infantry commanded by doctor 
Jacob, the Scarawalsh inftmtry, and the Wexford and Taghmoa 
cavalry. Colonel MaxwelPs reinforcement not being deemed 
sufficient, a lettenwas conveyed to general Fawcett at Dun- 
^rannon-fort froih the mayor of Wexford, imploring further as* 
sistance, by a Mr. Sutton, who returned with the exhileratin^ 
tidings, that the general would that evening commence his 
march to Wexford in person, and bring'with him the thirteenth' 
tegiment, four companies of the Meath militia, a&d a party q{ 
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artilery, with two howitzers. Colonel Maxwell, on the receipt 
of this intelligence ; leaving the five passes, which lead into the 
town, guarded by the North Cork itiilitia and yeomen, took 
post with his ihen on the following morning (May 30,) on the 
Windmijl-hill above the town, with intention to march against 
tl^ enemy on the arrival of general Fawcett's reinforcements 

That general, however, unfortunately for the Toyal cause, 
advanced no farther than Taghraon, seven miles from Wexford, 
from whence he sent forward a detachment of eighty-eight 
men, eighteen of whom belonged to the artillery, with the two 
howitzers, the w]|ple commanded by captain Adams, of the 
North Cork militia. The general was unacquainted with the 
position of the rebels at Three Rocks, which the detachment 
was obliged to pass on its way to Wexford. At the 
distance of four miles from Wexford, the detachment ob- 
served ten or twelve men on an eminence, and immediately- 
prepared for action. As there was no further appearance of 
resistance, the detachment again continued its march ; but at 
Three Rocks, they were suddenly attacked by the insurgents^ 
who, raising a white flag, and i!lttering loud shouts^ ^cut to pie* 
ces nearly the whole party, together with captain Adams. The 
two howitzers and a considerable quantity of ammunition were 
also taken. The general, on intelligence of this disaster, mstead 
of making any attempt to recover the howitzers, fell back with 
precipitation on Dimcannon, from whence he sent his family to 
England, detaining the packet boat two hours for that purpose. 
: Meantime intelligence was conveyed to colonel Maxwell, at 
Windmill-hill, of the sanje'defeat by lieutenant Fairclough of 
the Meath militia, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, who 
had with great difficulty escaped the slaughter. That gentle- 
man, who could have no suspicion of general Fawcett's retreat, 
instantly advanced to co-operate in the attempt he naturally 
concluded would be made to retake the howitzers. When he 
arrived within cannon-shot of the insurgents,^ he was attacked 
by the enemy with the two howitzers, which they had drawn to 
the top of the ridge, and which they used with a precisicm, that 
evinced the management of skilful hands. After discharging 
his six pounder several times in return, the colonel retreated in 
good order to Wexford, there being n6» appearance of general 
Fawcett*8 army, his flank being exposed by the flight of the 
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Taghmon cavalry, and the insurgents having made a movement 
to surround him. In this action lieut. colonel Watson was 
killed, apd two privates wounded. During these trtinsactions, 
the magnificent wooden bridge * of Wexford had been aet on 
fire by the disaffected, perhaps i^iih a view to prevent the arrival 
of succours from the opposite side of the river,' or to cutoff the 
retreat of the garrison, should the town be taken by the rebels. 
It was fortuijately recovered from the flames by the inhabi- 
tants. 

On the return of Colonel Maxwell a council of war was held, 
by which it was determined that the town be evacuated, as un- 
tenable, for the following reasons :— 

I. That the tOAvn of Wexford is so situated amidst sur- 
rounding hills, as to be indefensible against a numerous enemy, 
provided with cannon, by a garrison of only six hundred men, 

n. That many disaffected yeomen had strengthened the 
enemy, and weakened the garrison, by deserting to the rebels ; 
and that a spirit of mutiny and disobedience to orders, appeared 
amongst the military, who were dispirited by the successes of 
the rebels. 

in. That numbers of disaffected persons were within the 
town, furnished with arms and ammunition, ready to assist the 
rebels, when they should begin the attack, and to fire at the 
garrison from the houses, whilst they should be engaged with 
the enemy in defence of the town. 

To complete the dismay and distrust of the garrison, the 
North Cork militia, about half past ten, had deserted their post 
near the barrack, and marched to Duncannon, in which retreat 
they were joined by captain Comock's yeomen infantry. On 
all these accounts colonel Maxwell immediately abandoned the 
town, sending two gentlemen to notify the evacuation to the 
rebels, to prevent^ its being treated as if taken by storm, and 
began to retreat to the fort of Duncannon, twenty-three miles 
distant, in such confusion, that, if the rebels had pursued, which 

• This bridge which was completed Ia Fo^^ruary, 1795, stands 
on seventy-five piers of piles, of six uprights eacK, with a draw- 
bridge for vessels to pass through. It is one thousand five hun- 
dred zhd fifty-four feet long, and thirty-four broad ; standing in 
twenty feet of watet. It was built by a subscription of 14,eoo/* 
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was strenuously advised by some of the leaders, nearly dw 
whole must inevitably have been destroyed. A great maxiy 
loyal inhabitants^ ignorant of the intended evacuation, which 
wasf determined on and executed with the greatest precipitaticm^ 
were left in the po^er of the labels. Many of these crowded 
qn board the vessels in the harbour^ in order to take refuge ia 
Britain; but as most of the vessels were manned by RodUmists, 
few of them effected their purpose, the ships returning to the 
harbour when the town was taken possession of by the rebels^ 
and re-landing the people. The insurgents took possession of 
Wexford without opposition, to which the licentious conduct of 
the king's troops in their flighty burning cabins, diooting peas^ 
ants, and conunitting every species of outrage, sent many to 
join their standards* 

The northern parts of the county of Wexford were, in the 
mean time, gready agitated? as well as those of the south. As 
the judicious and liberal Mr. Gordon, rector of Killegny, in 
the diocese of Ferns, by his residence in that disturbed part of 
the country^ possessed the most ample means of informatioii^ 
was even witness himself to several of those scenes which he 
relates ; -and is justly esteemed for the veracity, candour, and 
impartiality of his details, we shall give his pathetic x descrip^ 
tion of the distresses of the loyalists, in and about Gorey in 
that quarter, in his own words :— 

'< The retreat already mentioned of the yeoman cavalry from 
Oulart, early on the morning of the 27th of May, to Gorey, 
was followed by great numbers of the people hastening (o the 
town for protection, and carrying what they could of their 
leflfects with them; many, however, through terror and precipi-* 
tation, leaving all behind. As Gorey consisted only of one 
street with a number of lanes, was garrisoned by no more thaa 
thirty of the North Cork militia, under lieutenant Swayfie, and 
9 number of yeomen, assisted by an undisciplined crowd> some 
of whom were armed only with pikes, to abandon the town^ 
and retreat to Arklow, nine miles to the north, in the county of 
Wicklow, jviras at first resolved; but afterwards to defend the 
town was determined, carts land wagons being drawn by way 
of ramparts, across the avenues and the«trfeet, the undisciplined 
men placed at the windows to fire on the approaching^ enemy, 
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and the disciplined suranged about the centre of the town. la 
the evening arrived a reinforcement of the Antrim militiat under 
lieutenant EUiot, an experienced and excellent officer; but a$ 
accounts of devastations and murders, received in the course of 
the day» seemed to indicate the approach of an army of rebelsf 
|he ^prehensions of whom were rendered far more terrible by 
the news of the ^orth Cork militia slaughtered at Oulart, ordein 
were issued to abandon the town and retire to Arklow, at 
five o'clock on the following morning, die twenty -eighth of 
May. ♦ 

^ The earl of Courtown who had resolved to defend Gorey, 
If possible, and who, for want of an adequate force, was obliged 
to ^abandon it» had embodied a troop of yeoman cavalry in 
October, of the year 1796, and had added to it a body of inr 
fantry, and a considerable number of supplementary men. la 
other parts of the country, where troops of this kind had been . 
embodied, subscriptions had been raised, and a stock-pursa 
formed, for the defraying of a variety of extraordinary cxpenr 
ces; but not a farthing was contributed by the gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood oY Gorey to assist the earl, on whom was 
thrown the whole expence, and who exerted himself, with an 
uncommon assiduity and activity. As he had performed much 
in the providing of a force to obviate or suppress rebellion, so 
his treatment of the common people, by his affable manners, 
had been always such as was best adapted to produce content 
in the lower classes, and prevent a proneness to insurrection* 
I consider* myself as bound in strictness of justice to society, 
thus far to represent the conduct of this nobleman. Doubtless, 
^e people in the neighbourhood of Gorey were the last and 
least violent of all in the county of Wexford, in rising against 
the established authority; and certainly the behaviour of the 
8topford family in that neighbourhood, toward their inferiors, 
bad always been remarkably conciliating and humane. 

** As the order to retreat was very sudden, •n account of die 
imagined rapid approach of a resisdess and ferocious eneniy, a 
melancholy scene of trepidation, confusion, and flight, was the 
consequence; the airighted crowd of people running in all dii 
recuons for their horses, harnessing their cars and placing 
their families on them with precipitation, and escaping as 
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speedily as possible from the town. The road was soon filled 
to a great extent with a train of cars loaded with women and 
children, accompanied by a multitude on foot, many of whom 
were women with infants on their backs. The weather being 
hot and dry, the cloud of dust raised by the fugitive multitude^ 
of whom 1 with my family was a part, rendered respiration 
difficult. ITie reception we found at Arklow was not well suited 
to our calamitous condition. Almost fainting with hunger, 
thirst, fatigue, and want of sleep, we were denied admittance 
into the* town, by orders of the commanding officer of the 
[jj;arrison, captain Rowan of the Antrim regiment ; and great 
part of the poorer fugitives retiring, took refuge that day an^ 
night under the neighbouring hedges ; but the better sort after 
a little delay, were admitted, on condition of quitting the town 
in half an hour. The loyalists, on permission to enter Ark- 
low, were obliged to deliver their arms at the gate of the bar- 
rack to the guard, who promised to restore them; but, in- 
stead of this, they were afterwards formed into a pile in the 
yard of the barrack and burned. A man named Taylor, clerk 
of Camolin church, who made some scruple to surrender his 
ayms was shot by the guard. After our admission, our situa- 
tion was not so comfortable as we might have expected, for 
no refreshment could be procured by money for men or horses, 
and the hearts of the inhabitants in general seemed quite har- 
dened against us. But, for my own part, I found very humane 
treatment. After remaining some time in the street, my fa- 
mily were courteously invited by a lady, to whom we were to- 
tally unknown, a Mrs. Hunte, into her house, where we were 
kindly refreshed with food and drink ; and a gendeman, Mr. 
Joseph Alford, to wht>m we were 'equally unknown, coming 
accidently where we were, insisted on our going to his house, 
three miles from Arklow, where we found a number of re- 
fugees, all of whom were treated with the most humane at- 
tention. • 

*^Gorey, meantime, was in a singular predicament— a^an- 

^doned by the loyalists, while the rest of die inhabitants in fear 

jind dubious anxiety, remained closely shut widiin their houses, 

^ insomuch that all was in silence and solitude, except that an 

unprincipled female, frantic witlx joy at the flight of her imagin* 
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cd enemies, capered in an extraordinary manner in the street ; - 
and that a pack of hounds belonging to the fugitive gentry, 
expressed their feelings on the occasion by a hideous and 
mournful yell ; and that six men who had been that morning, 
though .unarmed, taken prisoners, shot through the body and 
left for dead in the street, were writhing with pain— one of 
whom in particular, was lying against a wall, and, though un- 
able to speak, threatened with his fist a protestant who had 
run back into the town for something which he had forgotten. 
The yeomen returned in a few hours to Gorey, but immediately 
retreated again to Arklow ; and one of them, in riding through 
the former, met with a dangerous accident ;-^a quantity of 
gun-powder had been spilled on the pavement by the militia in 
their hasty retreat, which, by a spark struck by one of the 
horses shoes, blew up, and singed both horse and man in a 
frightful manner, without, however, any fatal effects. As the 
Kbels had bent their march toward the southern parts, Gorey 
remained unmolested, though destitute of defence. Filled as 
it was with a variety of goods, great part of which had been 
carried thither for safety from the neighbouring f)arts, it pre- 
sented a tempting object of depredation; but the pilfering of 
the lower class of the towns people was prevented by the bet- 
ter sort of Romanist inhabitants, who formed themselves into 
guards to protect the houses of their protestant neighbours ; 
and when a multitude of women had assembled at some dis* 
tance to come and plunder the town, they dispersed in a fright 
on the receipt of false news that the An<jient-British Re- 
giment of cavalry was approaching. At length John Hunter 
Gowan, Esq. a magistrate who had in a most meritpriou^ and 
successful manner exerted himself many years in the appre- 
hending and prosecuting of robbers, and had been partly re- 
warded for his services by a pension from government of ;^ 1 00 
a year, collected a body of men to garrison the town. On the . 
thirtieth and thirty-first of May, the greater part of the fugi- 
tives returned from Arklow to their homes, and the militia 
and yeomanry, who had abandoned Gorey on the twenty-eighth, 
resumed their station in it." 

The insurgents having now taken possession of #11 the sou- 
thern parts of the county, except Ross and Duncannou on the 
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fcouth western border, began to turn their attentioiT'towardft 
the north also. For this purpose the rebel force was march*" 
ed, on the thirty-first of May, to the Three RockS) and there 
fotmed into three divisions, one under Beauchamp Bagenal 
Harvey, (who had been liberated as soon as the royal forces 
evacuated Wexford,) and Father Philip Roche of Poulpear* 
sey, destined to inarch against Ross, another under captain 
Doyle and captain Redmond of the Queen's County, nephew 
to father Ed%vardHcdmond,of Ferns, who,withfatherKeams,ac« 
companiedthis body to Vinegar Bill, destined to attack the beauti* 
ful little town of Bunclody, better known by the name of Ncw- 
town-barry, situate ten miles northward of Enniscorthy; and 
the third division under the command of Anthony Perry, father 
Murphy of Ballycanno w, and father Murphy of Boulavogue 
destined to march against Gorey. . 

Part of th^ division encamped on Vinegar^hill, about five 
thousand men, moved to the attack of Newtown-bany early 
on the morning of the first of June. The garrison consisted 
of two hundred and thirty of the King's county militia, with 
two battalion guns, commanded by colonel L'Estrange; eighty 
yeoman infantry, sixty Newtown-barry cavalry, under captain 
Kerr, twenty of the fourth dragoons and Carlow cavairy, un- 
der captain Cornwall, besides volunteers, in all about five hun- 
dred men.* The rebels advanced in two columns; one on each 
side of the Slaney ; inteMigence of which was conveyed to the 
garrison by d reconnoitring party under captain Kerr. The 
town is built on the west side of the Slaney. Among the leaders of 
the enemy was Father Keams, a man of g-igantic stature, and of un- 
daunted courage and ferocity. The attack was begun by a heavy 
fire on the town from a brass six pounder, a howitaer*, and 
some swivel guns. According to the common practice of the 
military officers entrusted with the defence of the kingdom 
of Ireland, whether proceeding from want of couragpe or know* 
ledge of their profession, it is not for us to determine, colo- 
nel L'Estrange abandoned the town with his troops; and 
would have left it, an easy prey to the rebels, defended only 
by a few loyalists, had not lieutenant-colonel TVestnera at length 
prevailed o»him to march back again for its defence. The 
rebels, meantime, by no means suspicious of the return of the 
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troopSf had rushed in confusion into the town, intent upon plun* 
der and devastation, llie attack of the colonel's men was con- 
Bequently effdctive, especially as he was preceded by the two 
pieces of cannon. The rebels were routed with the slaughter 
of two hundred men ; while onlv two of the loyalists were killed. 
Had the rebels succeeded in this enterprise, a communication 
would have been opened between them and tlieir brethren in 
the county of Carlow. 

Not till after the engagement was concluded, a reinforcement 
arrived from Clonnegall, two miles and a half distant, under 
command of lieutenant Young, of the Donegal militiay who had 
been ordered to march immediately to Newtown-barry ; but who 
had thought proper to delay two hours in the execution of four 
suspicious persons, notwithstanding the earnest remonstrances 
of many most respectable inhabitants, and of lieutenant Holmes 
Justice, an officer of the North Cork, who believed the suflfcrers 
to be innocent. Even after this heroic executioner, whose 
superior discernment could thus detect and punish guilt, though 
perhaps she had not betrayed herself by a look, word, action^ or 
even thought, did set out, he chose a circuitous route, upwards 
of double the distance of the straight road; which brought upon 
him the ill-natured reflections of many persons, doubtless emi- 
nendy deficient in that prudence so necessary in hazardous cases, 
that the lieutenant was neither ambitious of sharing in the honour 
of a victory, nor willing to risk his person amidst the disastrous 
consequences of a defeat. To such evil-minded persons this 
redoubtable lieutenant might have replied in the words of Fing^ 
to his celebrated son, Ossian, 

<< Never aeek the battle, nor shun it when it comes." 

OsSIAN*8 P0KM1» 

This g'entleman^ moreover, distinguished himself by a super- 
abundant care of the soldier}'' under his command ; having, on 
his arrival at Clonnegall, not only insisted that his men should 
be comfortably situated in every other respect, but that they 
should be accommodated with feather bedsy for which purpose 
several loyal persons were turned out of their own beds by his 
orders ! To the remonstrances of other officers, not' so skilful 
in the exercise of authority as himself, he used courageously to 

D d 



Digitized 



by Google 



210 REBELLION IN IRELAND. 

reply, <* / am commanding officer, and damn the croppies.'' 
After his departure to Newtown-barry, this gentleman never 
returned to Clonnegall, in consequence of which the town remain- 
ed under the command of that truly respectable officer, lieu- 
tenant Justice, who preserved so strict an attention to discipline, 
that, though Clonnegall is in the immediate vicinity of Camew, 
it was defended with such intrepidity as never to fall into the 
hands of the enemy. In the action at Newtown-barry, two cart 
loads of ammunition, &c. were taken. 

<* Hills of a commanding prospect were always chosen by the 
rebels for their stations or ppsts. These posts they termed 
camps, though they were destitute of tents, except a few for 
their chiefs ; and the people remained in the open air, in vast 
multitudes, men and women promiscuously, some lying covered 
with blankets at night, and some without other covering than 
the clothes which they wore in the day. This mode of war- 
fare was favoured by an uninterrupted continuance of dry and 
warm weather, to such a length of time as is very unusual in 
Ireland in that season, or any season of the year. This was 
regarded by the rebels as a particular interposition of Provi- 
dence in their favour ; and some among them are said to have 
declared, in a prophetic tone, that not a drop of rain was to fell 
until they should be masters of all Ireland. On the other handt 
the same was considered by the fugitive loyalists as a merciful 
favour of Heaven, since bad weather must have miserably aug- 
mented their distress, and have caused many to perish. In 
these encampments or stations, among *such crowds of riotous 
undisciplined men, under no regular authority, the greatest 
disorder must be supposed to have prevailed. Often when a 
rebel was in a sound sleep in the night, he was robbed by some 
associate of his gun, or some other article at that time valuable: 
to sleep flat on the belly, with the hat and shoes tied under the 
breast^ for the prevention of stealth, was a custom with many. 
They were in nothing more irregular than in the cooking of 
provisions, many of them cutting pieces at random out of cattle 
scarcely dead, without waiting to flay them, and roasting those 
pieces on the points of their pikes, together with the parts of the 
hid^ which belonged to them. The heads of the cattle were 
seldom eaten, but generally left to rot on the surface of the 
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ground; and so were often large parts of the carcases, after 
many pieces had been cut ft'om them : which practice might in 
a short time have caused a pestilence. 

** The station which the rebels chose, when they bent their 
force towards Grorey, was the hill of Corrigrua, seven miles to- 
wards the south-west from that town. A body of above a 
thousand, some say four thousand, detached from this post, took 
possession of the little village of Ballycannow, four miles ft^m 
Gorey, to the south, on the evening of the first of June, and 
were advancing to fix their station on the hill of Ballymanaan, 
mid-way between the above-named village and town, when they 
were met near the village by the garrison of Gorey, who had 
marched to stop their progress. Having returned home the pre- 
ceding day with my family from Arklow, I happened to be at 
that time on the road near Gorey, when a man on the top of a 
house cried out to me that all the country to the south was in a 
blaze; for straggling parties of the rebels attending the motions 
of the main body, had as usual set fire to many houses. I had 
hardly got a view of the conflagration, when I heard a discharge 
of musketry, which continued some time without intermission. 
Since I have learned the particulars of this engagement, I con- 
sider it, though small and unnoticed, as one of die most brilliant 
of the croppy war. 

** The little army which had marched fix)m Gorey on this 
occasion, consisted of twenty of the Antrim militia, under lieu- 
tenant Elliot, who directed the movements of the whole; twenty 
of the North-Cork; about fifty yeomen infantry, including sup- 
plementary men ; and three troops of yeoman cavalry, the last 
of whom, I mean all the cavalry, were useless in batde. As 
the rebels had not procured accurate intelligence, and as troops 
from Dublin had been some days expected, the cloud of dust, 
excited by the little army of Gorey, caused them to imagine that 
a formidable force was coming against them. Under this per* 
suasion, they disposed not themselves to the best advantage, for 
they might easily have surrounded and destroyed the litde band 
opposed to them. They attempted it however in a disorderly 
manner; but so regular and steady a fire was maintained by the 
militia, particularly the Antrim, that the half-disciplined supple- 
mentak of the yeomen, encouraged thereby^ behaved with equal 
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steadiness; and such was the effect, that the rebels were totally 
routed, and fled in the utmost confusion in all directions. The 
yeomen cavalry, notwithstanding repeated orders from lieutenant 
JElliot, delayed too long, through mistake of one of their officers, 
to pursue the runaways, otherwise a great slaughter might have 
,been made. Ilie victorious band advancing^ fired some houses 
in Ballycannow, and spread such a terror, that no attempt was 
made against them from the post of Corrigrua; so th^t they re- 
turned safely to Gorey, with above a hundred captive horses 
and (ther spoil. 

" In this engagement, and all others in the beginning of the 
rebellion, the rebels elevated their guns too much for execution, 
so that only three loyalists were wounded, none killed. The 
numbi r of slain on the opposite side was probably about sixty, 
perhaps near a hundred. Many fine horses, which the routed 
party was obliged to leave behind^ were by them killed or 
maimed, that they might be rendered useless. The hardiness 
and agility of the labouring classes of the Irish were on this, 
and other occasions in the course of the rebellion, very remarkar 
ble. Their swift, ess of foot, and activity in passing over brooks 
and ditches, were such that they could not always in crossing 
the fields be overtaken by horsemen; and with so much strength 
of constitution were they found to be endued, that to kill them 
was difiicult, many, after a multitude of stabs, not expiring till 
their necks were cut across. In fact, the number of persons 
who in the various battles, massacres, and skirmishes of this 
war, were shot through the body, and recovered of their wounds, 
has greatly surprised me. A small occurrence after the battle, 
of which a son of mine was a witness, may help to illustrate the 
state of the country at that time : — ^Two yeomen coming to a 
brake or clump of bushes, and observing a small motion as if 
some persons were hiding there, one of them fired into it, and 
the shot was answered by a most piteous and loud screech of a 
child. The other yeoman was then urged by his companion to 
fire ; but he being a gendeman, and less ferocious, instead of 
firing, commanded the concealed persons to appear when a poor 
woman and eight children, almost naked, one of whom was 
severely wounded, came trembling from the brake, where Acy 
iiad secreted themselves for safety. 
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^ Disappointed by the defeat at Ballycannow, of taking post 
on Ballymanaan-hill on the first of June, and of advancing 
thence to Gorey on the second, the rebel army on Corrigrua- 
hill remained in that station till the fourth. Meantime the long 
and anxiously expected army under major-general Loftus 
arrived in Gorey. The sight of fifteen hundred fine troopa^ 
with five pieces of artillery, filled every loyal breast with confi- 
dence, insomuch that not a doubt was entertained of the imme* 
diate and total dispersion of the rebels. The plan was to march 
the array in two divisions, by two different roadsy to the post of 
Corrigrua, and to attack the enemy with combined forces^ in 
which attack they expected the co-operation of some other 
troops. But while this arrangement was made, on the fourth 
of June, by the army, the rebels were preparing to quit 
Corrigrua, and to march to Gorey; for by a letter from Gorejr 
to a priest named Philip Roche, then in bed in the house of 
Richard Donovan, Esq. of Ballymore, at the foot of the above- 
mentioned hill, information was received by the rebel chiefs^ 
about one o'clock in the morning, of the intended motions of 
the army. The publicity of the adopted plan of operations, by 
which the disaffected in the town were enabled to give this 
information to the enemy, was probably occasioned by the 
imprudence of colonel Walpole, who claimed an independent 
and discretionary command. Intelligence of the plan of the 
rebels march was carried to the army with the most eager 
dispatchf by a respectable farmer called Thomas Dowling, who 
made application to several officers, all of whom despised his 
information, and some threatened him with imprisonment if he 
should not cease his nonsense.^^Tht army began its march in 
two divisions, according to the above plan, about the same 
time that the rebels began theirs in one body. The latter 
were met nearly mid-way between Gorey and Corrigrua by 
the division under colonel Walpole*-a gentleman much more 
fit for the place of a courtier than that of a military leader* 
As no scouts nor flanking parties were employed by this 
commander, he knew nothing of the approach of the enemy 
imtil he actually saw them, at the distance of a few yards, 
advancing on him in a place called Tubberneering. Walpole 
seems not to have been deficient in courage. The action 
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commenced in a confused manner. The rebels poured a 
tremenduous fire from the fields on both sides of the road, and 
he receiv ed a ball through the head in a few minutes. His 
troops fled in the utmost disorder, leaving their cannon, con- 
sisting of two six-pouriders and a smaller piece, in the hands 
of the enemy. They were pursued as far as Gorey, in their 
flight through which, they were galled by a fire of guns from 
some of the houses, where some rebels had taken their station. 
The unfortunate loyalists of Gorey, who a few minutes before 
had thought themselves perfectly secure, fled, as many as could 
escape, to Arklow with the routed army, leaving aU their effects 
behind. 

<* While Walpole*s division was engaged with the enemy, 
general Loftus, marching by a different road, that of BaDycan- 
now, and hearing the noise of battle, detached seventy men, the 
grenadier company of the Antrim militia, across the fields to its 
assistance. This body was intercepted by the rebels, who were 
in pursuit of the routed army, and almost all killed or taken; 
and as near forty men of Walpole's division were lost, the de- 
triment on the whole amount was considerable. Meanwhile the 
g^eneral, ignorant of the colonel's fate, and unable to bring his 
artillery across the fields, continued his march along the high- 
way, and coming round by a long circuit to the field of batde, 
was at last made acquainted with the event. He then followed 
the march of the rebels towards Gorey, and coming within 
view of them, found them posted on Gorey-hill, a commanding 
eminence, at the foot of which the town is built. Convinced 
that he qould neither attack them in their post with any prospect 
of success, nor pass by them into the town without great haz- 
zard, he retreated to Camew, and in his retreat was saluted 
with a fire of the artillery of die rebels from the top of the bill, 
whither they had, by strength of men, drawn the cannon taken 
from Walpole's troops, beside some pieces brought from Wex- 
ford. Thinking Camew an unsafe post, though the gentlemen 
of that neighbourhood thought, and still think, quite otherwke, 
as he was there at the head of twelve hundred effective men, he 
abandoned that part of the country to the rebels, and retreated 
nine miles farther, to the town of Tullow, in the county of 
Carlow." 
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Had the insurgents followed up this signal advantage, and 
proceeded immediately to Arklow and Wicklow, those towns 
must inevitably have yielded to their victorious arms ; and ^us 
they would have opened a passage to the metropolis :— But in- 
stead of acting on this occasion with that celerity so necessary 
in their then posture of affairs, they lost five days in the plunder 
of Gorey and its vicinity, destroying at the same time the 
church, and the two elegant seats of Messrs Bams at Clonaltin 
and Ramsfort. 
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THE body of rebels under Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, 
destined to attack Ross, who had encamped on Carrickb}mie- 
hill, were in the meantime acquiring a great increase of numbers. 
They continued in their encampment four days, during which 
period parties were dispatched throughout the adjacent country 
to bring in loyalists, who were tried by a court-martial. Seve- 
ral of these were executed on the first of June. Others were 
imprisoned in the house and bam of Mr. King of Scullabogue 
under Carrickbyme-hill. 

On the fourth of June, Harvey moved to Corbet-hill, one 
mile from Ross, which he was determined to attack with his 
whole force on the following momingf leaving at Carrickbyme 
a strong guard of three hundred men, under Father JohnMur* 
phy. The rebel force amounted to about twenty thousand men. 
The garrison, consisting of about twelve hundred effective men, 
commanded by general Johnson, together with one hundred 
and fifty jTomen, continued under arms all night. About four 
in the momingy Bagenal Harvey, confident of success, but at 
the same time eager to save the eff^usion of blood, sent a Mr. 
Furlong with a flag of truce to summon the garrison to surren- 
der. This gentleman was most imprudendy shot; a practice, 
amongst many others equally laudable, too common with the 
military officers during the rebellion. This^ of all their actions, 
however, was certainly the most culpable. Without entering 
into any discussion on the right or wrong principled by which 
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the leaders of rebellion were induced to take arms against the 
govemnxent, certainly there can be no impropriety in sa3naig 
that persons sent with proposals from them ought to have been 
held sacred. Loyalists, who had the misfortune to be taken by 
the rebeky and compelled to accompany them, were detered 
from attempting to escape to any royal troops^ which they might 
often have done, lest they should be mistaken for rebel messen* 
gers, and put to death before they could make themselves 
known. For the same reason such rebels as might be inclined 
to return to their allegiance were withheld from taking a step 
so salutary* Besides, might not a whole body of insurgents by 
communications of this kind have offered to lay down their 
arms ? The rebels, also, treated in this manner, must have 
been rendered doubly ferocious, and considering themselves as 
devoted to destruction should they fail in their enterprise, be 
driven by desperation to retaliate with signal vengeance on the 
unhappy loyalists who were so unfortunate as to fall into their 
possession. ' On the person of Furlong was found the summons, 
which was couched as follows : 



Summons to the Commander of the Garrison of Ross. 

« Sir,— As a friend to humanity, I request you will surrender 
the town of Ross to the Wexford forces, now assembled against 
that town. Tour resistance will but provoke rapine and plunder 
to the ruin of the most innocent. Flushed with victory, the 
Wexford forces, now innumerable and irresistable, will not be 
controled if they meet with resisUnce. To prevent, therefore, 
the total ruin of all property in the town, I urge you to a speedy 
surrender, which you will be forced to in a few hours, with loss 
and bloodshed, as you arc surrounded on all sides. Yoixr an- 
swer is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong carries this letter, 
and will bring the answer. 

I am. Sir, 

B. B. HARVEY, 
Camp at Corbet-hill, half^ General, commanding, &c. &c- 

past three o'clock, mom- > 



ing, June 5, 1798. J 
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Harvey had formed a plan for the attack on three parts of die 
town at once^ which in all probability would have succeeded if 
put in execution. After dispatching Furlong with the summons^ 
however, while he was busily employed in arranging the troops 
for the assault, a very galling fire was kept up by the outposts 
of the garrison. To disperse the troops who gave this annoy- 
ance, he ordered one Kelly, a young man of the most intrepid 
courage, to put himself at the head of five hundred men and 
attack them. In pursuance of this order, which he executed 
with precision, he was followed in a confused manner by many 
more of the insurgents than he had occasion for. These, in- 
stead of returning to the main body after driving in the outposts^ 
as they had been ordered, elated with success, rushed with im- 
petuosity into the town, drove back the cavalry upon the 
mfantry, and seemed to have been for some time compile 
masters of it, into which, following the successful career of their 
companions, crowds from the hill entered with tremenduous 
shouts. From an idea that the victory was already decisive in 
favour of the rebels, several officers of the garrison inunediatdy 
retreated to Waterford. The rebels were prevented fix)m pe- 
netrating into the centre of the town by the Dublin and Done- 
gal militia, stationed at the market-house and a place called 
Fairgate, where they firmly maintained their posts ; while ge- 
ner^ Johnson ^and a merchant named MKTormick, a man of 
lofty stature and great courage, distinguished during the whde 
action in the hottest parts of the engagement by a brazen hel- 
met, and who had served some time in the army, were labour- 
"^ ing with the utmost assiduity to rally and animate the discom- 
fited troops, who had fled across the river to the lUlkenny aidc# 
They were again brought back to action, when a most des- 
perate engagement was maintained, with the greatest resolutioQ 
on both sides, for ten hours. The rebels had already fired a 
number of houses, as at Enniscorthy^ and were pushing widi 
vigour for the bridge. General Johnson cm diis planted several 
guns at the lanes leading from Church-lane and Neville-street) 
and one'at the old market place where he for some time sta- 
tioned himself. These did dreadful execution. HHiole ranks 
were mowed down at once; but such was the resolution of the 
assailants that fresh men constantly presented themselves with 
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renovated ardour^ fiUing up the gaps» and seemingly, by ap* 
proaching within a few yards of the guns, courtmg the fate they 
met with* One man in particular, with an undaunted courage 
perhaps never equalled, rushed forward^ clapped his hand upon 
a cannon, and stuffing into her his hat and wig« as far as his arm 
could reach, called out to his associates, ^^ Blood-and*ounds ! 
^* come on boys ! her mouth is stopt." At that instant the 
gunner applied the match^ when this illiterate and unfortunate 
hero was blown to atoms. Thrice were the rebeb driven to 
the outskirts of the town with dreadful slaughter, and as often, 
rallied by their leaders^ were they brought back again, reco- 
vering some ground each time. At length, however, they were 
repulsed, after the most obstinate and bloody battle during the 
course of the croppy war. The loss of the rebels exceeded one 
thousand men. That of the military was about two hundred, 
among whom was lord Mountjoy, colonel of the county of 
Dublin militia, and comet Ladwell of the 5th dragoons. Ge- 
neral Johnson had two horses killed under him. The rebels 
left fourteen swivel guns and four cannon on ship carriages be* 
hind them, which were taken by the royal army. 

Besides the irregular manner in which this attack was made 
(Harvey's plan being totally neglected,) perhaps not above five 
thousand of the rebels descended from Corbet-hill to share in 
the action; apd many, as soon as the engagement commenced, 
fled home, and gave exulting accounts of the success of the 
day, which they fancied was inevitable. An artillery-man, a 
prisoner^ who had been attached to one of the rebel cannons, 
was ordered to level her, and threatened with death should he 
not do properly what they termed his duty. He aimed too 
high, which, whether he acted^ ift such a situation, properly or 
not, was instantly rewarded with death. The following ac- 
count, though considerably exaggerated, giv^ by a military 
many of the battle, we insert, as it contains a pretty adequate 
idea of the general tumult and horror of the scene. 

*' The advanced rebels drove before them a number of cat- 
tle, to throw our army into confusion, which was in some 
measure prevented, by a few discharges of grape-shot. The 
action commenced by the 4th flank battalion; indeed such a 
dose wctt-dtrected fire 1 never saw, being an idle spectator for 
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upwards of two hours and a half. About seven o'clock th« 
army began to retreat in every direction. I commanded a six- 
pounder field-piece. The rebels came pouring into the town 
like a flood, and human blood began to flow down the streets. 
Though hundreds were blown to pieces by our grape-shot, yet 
thousands behind them^ being intoxicated with drinking during 
the night, and void of fear, rushed upon us, as if courting their 
fate. The cavalry were now ordered to make a charge through 
them^ when a terrible carnage ensued; they were cut down like 
grdss; but the pikemen being called to th^ front, and our 
swords being too short to reach them, obliged our horse to re- 
treat, which put us in some confusion. We kept up the action 
till about half past eight; which was maintained with such ob- 
stinacy on both sides, that it was doubiful who would keep the 
field. They then began to burn and destroy the town, it was 
on fire in many places in about fifteen minutes. By this time 
the rebels advanced as far as the main-guard, where there iSlras 
a most bloody conflict, with the assistance of two ship guns 
placed in the street, they killed a great number of them, and 
beat them back for some time. The Dublin county regiment, 
headed by their colonel, made another attack on the rebels; the 
action being now revived in all quarters of the town with dou- 
ble fury, many heroes fell, and among them the brave Mountjoy, 
which so exasperated his regiment, that they fought like furies 
— ^now indeed Was the scene bloody. Our forces the third 
time being overpowered, by the weight of such a body pouring 
down upon us, we retreated beyond the bridge, when General 
Johnson came galloping up crying " soldiers, I will lay my 
<* bones this day in Ross, will you let me lie alone ?'* 

" Major Vessey, of the Dublin county, the next in command 
to Lord Mountjoy, led his men over the bridge again, exhort- 
ing them to revenge, for the loss of their colonel. The whole 
brigade (except some who fled to Waterford) being led on by 
general Johnson, (as brave a commander as ever drew a 
sword,) were determined to take the town, to conquer or to 
die. Again we opened a tremenduous fire on the rebels, which 
was as fiercely returned. We re-took the cannon which was 
taken from the king's forces in a former engagement, and turned 
them on the rebels. The gun I commanded being called to the 
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main-guard, shocking was it to see the dreadful carnage that 
was there^^it continued for half an hour, it was obstinate and 
bloody the thuodering of cannon shook the town, the windows 
were shivered in pieces widi the .dreadful concussion; I believe 
there were five hundred bodies lying in the main-street. The 
Tebels were so desperate that they frequendy came within a 
few yards of our guns^ 

^^ The action was doubtful from four in the morning, till 
£our in the afternoon, when the rebels gave way in every quar- 
ter, and shordy after fled precipitately in every direction, leav- 
ing behind them all their cannon, baggage, provisions, wine, 
whiskey, brandy, &c. It was past five before we finally routed 
them; when they made the best of their way to Carrickbyme. 
As nearly as can be computed, the rebels had two thousand six 
hundred killed, and a great number wounded^ and a great 
number mortally. I know soldiers who fired one hundred and 
twenty rounds of ball cartridge, and I fired twenty-one rounds 
of cannister shot, with the field-piece I commanded." 

Ort the morning after the engagement the town presented 
a most hideous spectacle. Upwards of four hundred houses 
were consumed, and a multitude of dead bodies were lying in 
tiie streets. The greater part of these were thrown into a 
gravel pit and covered over, or precipitated into the river, 
where they were carried off by the tide. 

Had the insurgents succeeded in obtaining possession of 
Boss, the whole province of Munstcr would have risen in rebel- 
lion, as messengers were ready to be dispatched from Water- 
ford, to summon the people of the south to appear in arms. 

Early in the morning of the fifth of June, one of the rebels, 
who had in a cowardly manner fled from the batde of Ross, 
came galloping to ScuUabogue, where the protestant prisoners^ 
as already observed, were confined;; and declaring that the 
garrison of Ross were massacreing the catholics, feigned an or- 
der from general Harvey to put the loyalists to death. As 
John Murphy, who commanded the guard, wished to save the 
prisoners, he strenuously declared that not a man of them 
should be touched without written orders from the general him- 
self. About an hour afterwards, another rebel arrived, ex- 
claiming <« Our friends are all destroyed at Ross!— Murder 
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the prisoners !" Still Murphy would not suflFer them to be 
injured. About ten o'clock, however, a third arrived ; saying, 
*< The priest has sent orders to put all the prisoners to death.'* 
On this the guard immediately stripped off their coats, consi- 
dering it impiety to delay a moment in executing the sacredotal 
mandate* After the usual ceremony of crossing and blessing 
themselves before executions, they parted into two divisions* 
ope proceeding to the bam, into which one hundred and eighty- 
four persons had been crammed, the other to Mr. King's house, 
where were confined thirty-sevan persons, who were shot or 
killed by pikes before the hall door. The execrable scene 
which took place at the bam was horrible beyond descriptioD* 
and is a melancholy example of the pernicious effects of reli- 
gious bigotry, and an intolerant spirit on the human mind. The 
executioners having mounted the walls of the bam by ladders, 
and having set fire to the thatched roof, the miserable priaooers 
rushed to the back door, which their united weight burst o|^n. 
Here, however, they were received by the rebels, who pushed 
them again into the flames with their pikes, discharged their 
pieces amongst them, and introduced at the same time bundle^, 
of lighted straw. One unfortunate woman, widow to a North- 
Cork militia-man who had been slain at Oulart, having her 
child in her arms, with all the wretchedness and anxiety of a 
mother, wrapped it in her cloak and threw it among the rebels, 
in the vain hope that they would respect its tender age. An 
inhuman monster stuck it on his pike, and with a diabolical 
execration, tossed it iuto the fire. Another child by some means 
had crept out of the bam, and hiding along the wall behind die 
door, lay there concealed till the massacre was completed: 
when at length, fatally discovered, it was pierced through die 
body, and expired in convulsions. Twenty women and chil- 
dren in all were inclosed in the bam : in which there were also 
fifteen Romanists, one of whom was father Shallow's clerk. 
On the ninth of June the skeletons were cleared out of the barOf 
thrown into a hole, and slighdy covered with sods. 

After the defeat at Ross, Bagenal Harvey re-occupied, on 
the same night, his former station on Carrickbyme, in the 
greatest distress and amdety of mind. Cki die morning of the 
sixth, this humane leader was shocked by intelligence of the 
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massacre at Scullabogue, and of the other atrocious actions of 
the rebek. To put a stop if possible to those iniquitous pro- 
ceedings, he immediately issued the folUowing severe procla- 
mation :•<— 



General Orders issued in consequence of the Defeat at Ross^ 
and the Massacre at Scullahogue. 

At a meeting of the general and several officers of the united 
army of the county of Wexford, the following resolutions 
were agreed upon : — 

** Resolved, that the commander in chief shall send guards 
to certain baronies^ for the purpose of bringing in all men the^ 
shall find loitering and delaying at home or elsewhere; and ff 
any resistance be given to those guards, so to be sent by the. 
commanding officer's orders, it is our desire and orders, that 
such persons so giving resistance shall be liable to be put to 
death by the guards, who are to bear a commission for that 
purpose; and all such persons found to be so loitering and 
delaying at home, when brought in by the guards, shall be tried 
by a court-martial, appointed and chosen from among the com- 
manders of all the different corps, and be punished with death. 

^ Resolved, that all officers shall immediately repair to their 
respective quarters, and remain with their different corps, and 
not to depart therefrom under pain of death; unless authorised 
to quit by written orders from the conunander in chief for 
that purpose* 

** It is also ordered, that a guard shall be kept in the rear of 
the different armies, with orders to shoot all persons who shall 
fly or desert from any engagement; aijid that these orders 
shall be taken notice of by all officers commanding such en- 
gagement* 

<* All men refusing to obey their superior officers, to be 
tried by a court-martial, and punished according to their sen- 
tence, f 

** It is also ordered, that all men who shall attempt to leave 
their respective quarters, when they have been lialted by the 
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commander in chief, shall suiTer death ; unless they shall have 
leave from their officers for so doing. 

^^ It is ordered by the commander in chief, that all persons 
who have stolen or taken away any horse, or horses, shall im- 
mediately bring in all such horses to the camp, at head-quar- 
ters; otherwise for any horse that shall be seen or found in 
the possession of any person to whom he does not be- 
k)ng, that person ^all, on being convicted • thereof, suffer 
death :— 

** And any goods that shall have been plundered from any 
house, if not brought into head-quarters, or returned immedi- 
ately to the houses or owners, that all persons so plundering as 
aforesaid, shall, on being convicted thereof, suffer death. 

** It is also resolved, that any pejcson or persons who shall ' 
take upon them to kill or murder any person or prisoner, bum 
2x\y house, or commit any plunder, without special written or* 
ders from the commander in chief, shall suffer death. 

By order of 
B. B. Harvey, Commander in chief, 
Francis Breen, Sec. and Adj. 
Head-quarters, Carrlckburn camp, 
June 6, 1798. 

With the same laudable intention was also issued the follow- 
ing proclamation :— 

To the People of Ireland. 

^ Countrymen and fellow-soldiers ! 

** Your patriotic exertions in the cause of your country have 
hitherto exceeded your most sanguine expectations, and in a 
short time must ultimately be crowned with success. Liberty 
has raised her drooping head : thousands daily flock to her 
standard : the voice of her children every where prevails* Let 
us then, in the moment of triumph, return thanks to the Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, that a total stop has been put to 
those sanguinary measures which of late were but too often re- 
sorted to by the creatures of government, to keep the people 
in slavery* 

** Nothing now, my countrymen, appears necessary to secure 
the conquests you have so bravely won, but an implicit obedi* 
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ence to the commands of your duefs; for through a vrwjt 
of proper subordinatioQ and disciplinef all may be endan- 
gered. 

^* At this eventful period, all Europe must adnure, and 
posterity will read with astonishment^ the heroic acts achieved 
by people strangers to military tactics, and having few profet* 
sional commaijiders : but what power can resist men fighting for 
liberty! 

** In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let not 3rour 
. victories be tarnished with any wanton act of cruelty* Maiqr 
of those unfortunate men in prison were not your enemies from 
principle : mOst of them compelled by necessity, were obliged 
to oppose you: neither let a ciUfference in religious sentiments 
cause a difference among the people. Recur to the debates in 
the Irish house of lords of the 19th of February last: you wiU 
there see a patriotic and enlightened protestant bishop, with 
manly eloquence, pleading for catholic emancipation and par- 
liamentary reform, in opposition to the haughty arguments of 
the lord chancellor^ and the powerful composition of his fellow- 
courtiers* 

^ To promote a union of brotherhood and affection among 
our countrymen of all religious persuasions, has been our 
principal object : we have sworn in the most solemn manner, 
have associated for this laudable purpose, and no power oa 
earth shall shake our resolution. 

** To my protestant soldiers, I feel much indebtefl for their 
gallant behaviour in the field, where they exhibited signal 
proofs of bravery in the cause. 

** Edward Bochx.'' 

Wexford, June 7th, 1798. 

These proclamations had not the desired effect ; and Harvey 
appears consequendy to have simk into a state of horror and de- 
jection. The following letter, .in answer to a request from Mjv 
Francis Glascott^ for his protection, will best shew the state of 
this unfortunate gentleman's mind, who had resigned a conmiand 
which was nothing more than nominal, and afterwards retiring to 
Wexford, was appointed president of the council, which consisted 

Pf 
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of a few kading metebers of the lately-erected republici en« 
trusted with the regulation of its affairs : 

« Dear Sir, 

^' I received your letter ; but what to do for you I know 
not. I firom my heart wish to protect all property; I can 
scarce protect myself; and indeed iny situation is much to be 
pitied, and distressing to myself. I took my present situation 
jn hopes of doing good, and preventing mischief; my trust is 
in Fh>vidence: I acted always an honest disinterested part; 
.and had my advice been taken by those in power, the present 
.mischief would never have arisen. If I can retire to a pri- 
vate station again, I will immediately. Mr. Tottenham's re- 
fusing to speak to the gentleman I sent into Ross, who was 
madly shot by the soldiers, was very unfortunate: it has set 
idle people mad with rage, and there is no restrainbg thenu 
•The person I sent in had private instructions to propose a re- 
'conciliation; but God knows where this business will end; but 
end how it will, the good men of both parties will be inevita-^ 
bly ruined. 

*< I am, with respect, yours, &c. 

yuneB,179B. 

"B.B. Harvey." 

On the ninth of June, the rebel camp was removed from 

Carryckb3me to Syleeve-keelter, a hill which rises over the 

river of Ross, formed by the junction of the rivers Nore and 

Barrow. They seem to have taken this post with a view of 

.intercepting the navigation of the chanhel between Waterford, 

Boss, and Buncannon-fort, in which they pardy succeeded; for 

though they were repulsed in their attempts to take some gun- 

. boats, yet they compelled several small vessels to surrender; 

in one of which was a mail, the letters and newspapers in 

. which contained much intelligence concerning the state of the 

rest of the kingdom. At Syleeve-keelter, father Philip Roche^ 

Iwho had been a leader at the batde of Tubbemeering, was 

tumultuously dected commander in chief, in the place of 

B9genal Harvey. Under their new commander, the rebel 

army agsun moved, and occupied the hill of Lacken, where 

tbey formed their encampment with vmXch more reg^ularity 
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than usual, and erected a number of tents for the aocomino* 
dation of the officers. A detachment was sent from hence, 
on the twelfth, to attack the town of Borris, in the county of 
Carlow, twelve miles distant, for the purpose of procuring 
arms and ammunition, but was repulsed by the garrison widi 
die loss of about twenty men. The garrison, who had posted 
tfaemsehres in the house of Mr. Cavenagh, had only one killed. 
The town was pardy bunied. 
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DURING the five days the rebels were encamped on Crorey- 
hill, a number of atrocities were committed. They then began 
to think they had wasted too much time^ knowing that if they 
could gain Arklow, it would open a communication with the 
"Wicklow and Kildare rebels, and that an attack might be noade 
on the metropolis soon after; they therefore resolved to try 
dieir strength on that town, for which purpose messengers were 
sent to the different encampments at Wexford and Yinegar-luUf 
ordering all persons to repair to the camp at Gorey-hill imme* 
diately. 

On the eighth of June, the rebel picquet saw a party of the 
king's army reconnoitering at Coolgreny, and instandy returned 
with information that the king's troops were advancing against 
the town. In consequence of this, the prisoners, twenty-one 
in number, were ordered to be murdered ; but Bagenal Har- 
vey's proclamation arrived in time to save their lives. 

Early in the morning of the ninth of Jujie, the rebel camp 
was crowded from all quarters, and masses were celebrated. 
As they were not allowed to murder the prisoners, they made 
caps of brown paper and coarse linen^ melted pitch and be- 
smeared the inside of them, and put them on the prisoner's 
heads* 

About twelve o'clock the rebels^ to Ae number of twenty- 
six thousand, of whom near five thousand were armed widi 
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gui», the rest with pikes, with three pieces of artillerjr, marched 
for Arklow, under the command of Anthony Perry, who had ' 
appointed Esmond Kyan captain of the artillery. When they 
Imd arrived within two miles of Arklow, they were ordered to 
halt by one of their officers. Those who were armed with guns. 
Were ordered to the front, and the pikemen were placed in the 
rear* These arrangements being made, and the plan of attack 
agreed upon, they were ordered to advance; but they evinced 
the most disorderiy disposition imaginable; for their officers 
were obliged to drive them on before them, and in this manner 
they proceeded towards Arklow. 

If the rebels had made their appearance two days before, they 
would, in all probability, have carried the town; but fortunately 
die garrison was reinforced that morning by the Durham fenci- 
bles> a brave and well-disciplined regiment, which strengthened 
h, and quieted the fears of the inhabitants. 

General Needham, the commander in chief of the garrison. 
Was quartered at the house of Mr. 0<Ncille in Arklow, where 
he hiKi ordered a great breakfast for him and his guests. Two 
officers belonging to the Durham regiment happened to be pass- 
ing by the house, and were mistaken by a servant, and inform- 
ed d)at breakfast was ready for them asd their associates. This 
intelligence being communicated, the Durham officers immedi* 
ately repaired to the house an(i devoured the whole breakfast. 
Captain Wallington remaining behind the rest, assembled about 
him the drivers of the carriages in which the regiment had tra- 
velled from Dublin, to pay them their dues. The general at 
length arrived with his guests, and was astonished when he 
finmd his lodgings occupied with a crowd of wrangling coach- 
men ; but soon being informed of the fate of his breakfast, he 
burst hito a rage and drove out the intruders with such fury^ 
. diat they, with their paymaster, tumbled one over another in 
die street, in their haste to escape.* 

The garrison then consisted of detachments of the fourth and 
fifth dragoon guards; the Ancient British fencible cavalry; a 
nnaU detachment of the Royal Irish artillery ; the Durham fen- 
cible infantry; the Cavan battalion; detachments of the Armagh^ 
Antrim, Ncurdi-Cork, and Londonderry militia; the North and 
South Arklow cavalry; the Carndin^ Oorey, Coolgreny, and 
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Castletown cavalry; and a number of loyalists in coloured 
clothes, making in the whole upwards of fifteen hundred men. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, information was received 
that the rebels were advancing towards the town. The drums 
immediately beat to arms, and the troops repaired to their dif- 
ferent stations, and every preparation was made to meet die 
enemy. 

The Cavan battalion, with some yeomen infantry, under 
colonel Maxwell, extended from the centre of the town to the 
Fishery; on the left was the sea; oii the right the Durham 
regiment was drawn in firont of their encampment, with two 
field pieces ; detachments of the Armagh and others were {daced 
on the right of the Durham ; and the Antrim with odier detach* 
ments and all the loyalists were stationed in the barrack* The 
cavalry were placed beyond the bridge, on the Dublin it>ad« 

The rebels endeavoured to surround the army, and by Aat 
means to have overpowered it by their great superiority of num* 
. bers; but the excellent disposition of the king's forces, sufficiently 
convinced them of the impracticability of that measure. When 
they had advanced as far as the charter school, captain Elliot^ 
who was posted there, retreated into the town, on which die 
rebels drew their cannon to the right, on an eminence diat com* 
mands the town. The Dunbarton fencibles were then ordered 
out in front of the Armagh, to line the hedges on each side of 
the road, where the rebels were advancing. A smart fire was 
maintained between the Dunbartons and the rebels for some 
time, when the former were ordered to retreat and join die 
Armagh, which they accomplished. The rebels dien set fire 
to different parts of the town, to annoy the army with the smoke ; 
but the wind shifted and drove it on themselves. On die retreat 
being sounded, the rebels pursued, and sent forth most dreadful 
yells, and one of their officers, waving his hat, called out, ** Come 
on, my boys, the town is our own.'* At that instant his hont 
was shot and himself wounded) on which he fell as if killed. A 
short time after he was observed by some of the 8(ddiers and 
shot dead. The rebels followed him, but on receiving a weD- 
directed fire of musketry and grape-shot^ diey fell back a con- 
siderable distance. They then extended a long line in fiont rf 
the Durham regiment, but in a confused manner^ endeavour- 
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ing to turn their left flank ; but the Durhams keeping up a con- 
stant and well-directed fire^ they were unable to accomplish it. 
Some of the rebels^ armed with muskets, getting behind hedges, 
annoyed the army considerably, and their artillery also played 
briskly on the town; but sergeant Shepherd of the Ro3ral Irish 
artillery^ who was taken prisoner at the Three-rocks and com- 
pelled to serve in the rebel army, elevated their guns so high 
that the baUs fell on the other side of the town. At one time he 
loaded with grape-shot, and turning the gun a little on one side, 
killed and wounded several of the rebels. One of their officers 
observing this, galloped up and would have instandy killed 
Shepherd, had not Kyan, the captain of artillery, interposed and 
insisted that it was the cannon of the king's army which did the 
execution. He was then ordered to load with ball and batter 
the town ; but at every opportunity he loaded with grape-shot, 
knowing it could do no injur}-. Two of the rebel officers 
Aen rode towards the town^ to observe the execution of the 
cannon, and finding that Shepherd was not favouring their 
cause, returned and informed Kyan of it, on which he levelled 
the cannon himself, and one of them with such fatal precision^, 
that the ball struck the carriage of one of the Durham field- 
pieces^ shivered it to atoms^ and killed four men : another ball 
struck the top of a house in the town and did some damage. 
All this time the royal army was playing upon them with good 
efiecty having killed and wounded a considerable number. 

Another body of the rebels made an attempt to gain the 
lower end of the town, and advanced by the sea side: but in 
that quarter they were received with great spirit by the Ancient 
British fencible cavalr}', under Sir W. W. Wynne, who made a 
most desperate and successful charge upon them. They then 
proceeded in great force to a road that led to the middle of the 
town, and made a desperate effort to enter it in that direction; 
but a sergeant and twelve men who were stationed in the market- 
house, kept up so constant and eflPectual a fire that they were 
obliged to fall back with the loss of many men. A body of 
them also attempted to ford the river, but this pass was well de- 
fended, and they were obRged to relinquish it 

Father Murphy, of Ballycannow, was not in the beginning of 
the action, havifng stopped at Coolgreny. When he was com- 
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xng to the attack/ he met a number of rebels retreating : driving 
them back again to the battle, lie assured them that he could 
defeat the king's army even with the dust of the road. When 
he came into the engagement, he shewed the rebels some mus« 
ket balls, which he said he had caught in his hands as they flew 
from the guns of the enemy. Father Murphy, however, after 
many escapes, fell himself by a cannon shot, his bowels having 
been torn out, whilst waving a standard in his hand, and en* 
couraging his men to press forward. The rebels who followed 
him, immediately retreated in great haste from that quarter, 
exclaiming as they went along " that the priest himself wts 
**down!" 

The hottest part of the action was maintained by the Durham 
fencibles, commanded by colonel Skerret, to whose determined 
braver}' the country is indebted for this victory. Colonel Max* 
well and the Cavan battalion also acted in a most spirited nianner# 
as did also the whole army engaged on that occasion* 

The action commenced about four oVlock and continued tilt 
half past eighty when tliey retreated in confusion to Grorey. It 
was not thought prudent to pursue the retreating rebels, as it 
was then the close of the evening, otherwise it is most probable 
that a great slaughter must have ensued. The military stood 
under arms till four o'clock next morning, when they cast en- 
trenchments round the camp, and remained in full expectation 
of another attack. 

The loss of the Durham regiment was about twenty privates 
killed and wounded: that of the other regiments was veiy 
trifling, though they had been warmly engaged for a consider- 
able time. 

In this important action, the principal attempu of the enemy 
were directed against the Durham regiment; and it was to the 
excellent discipline and steady valour of that fine body of men 
on that day, aided by the magnanimous conduct and militaiy 
skill of their commander, colonel Skerret, that the British 
government was indebted for the suppression of the rebellion in 
that quarter. General Needham had wisely ^ven discretiona- 
ry authority to Colonel Skerret to act with his regiment accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own judgment. Intimidated by the 
formidable attacks of the rebels> the general, at one period of 
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the adtion, resolved on a retreat, which he would accordingly 
have put in practice, had not the coloneU when addressed on 
that, subject, made the folloMring noble reply: "We cannot hope 
" for victory otherwise than by preserving our ranks ; if we 
^ break all is lost ; and from the spirit which I have seen dis- 
^ played at this awful crisis by the Durham regiment, I can 
** never bear the idea of its giving ground/* Shordy after the 
retreat of the rebels commenced, the body of father Murphy 
being found, lord Mountnorris ordered the head to be struck 
off, and the trunk to be thrown into a burning house, exclaim* 
ing, ** Let his body go where his soul is!^^ It is an unequivo* 
cal proof that ferocity was not confined to the rebels, but 
displayed itself indiscriminately in the acts of them and the 
loyalists, that after the head of Murphy was struck off, several 
of the Ancient British fencibles cut open his body and took out 
his heart. Afterwards, while the body lay roasting on a bump- 
ing beam of timber, these ver}' men received the dripping fat 
and greased their boots with it ! Captain Holmes, of the Dur- 
ham regiment, was not ashamed to avow in the presence of 
several most respectable persons, that he had been concerned in 
thb most scandalous act of brutality, and that he had assisted 
to break open the breast with an axe and to cut out the heart ! 
At the time when father Murphy^s body was found, the follow- 
ing journal, supposed to have been written by one Bulger, who 
attended father Murphy of Boulavogue, as aid-de-camp, was 
also discovered :— 



Father John Murphy* s journal ; found by captain Hugh Moore* 

Saturday night, May 26, at 6 A. M. 1798. 

^ Began the republic of Ireland in Boulavogue, in the county 
of Wexford, barony of Gorey and parish of Kilcormuck, com- 
manded by the reverend doctor Murphy, parish priest of the 
said parish, in the aforesaid parish, when all the protestants of that 
parish were disarmed, and amongst the aforesaid, a bigot, 
named Thomas Bookey, who lost his life by his rashness. 

** From thence came to Oulart, a country village adjoining, 
when the republic attacked a minister's house for arms, aod 
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was denied of, laid siege immediately to it, and killed him and 
all his forces ; the same day burned his house and all the orange- 
men's houses in that and all the adjoining parishes in that part 
of the country. 

^^ The same day a part of the army^ to the amount of one 
hundred and four of infantry and two troops of cavalry, attacked 
the republic on Oulart-hill, when the military were repulsed 
with the loss of one hundred and twelve men, and the republic 
four killed; and then went to a hill called Conigrua, where the 
republic encamped that night, and from thence went to a town 
called Camolin, which was taken without resistance, and the 
same day took another town and the state of a bishop."*^ At 
three in the aftemopny the same day, they laid siege to Ennis- 
corthy, when they were opposed by an army of seven htmdred 
men, then they were forced to set both ends of the tovm on fire^ 
and then took the town in the space of one houo and then en* 
camped on a hill near the town, called Vinegar-hill, where they 
remained that nighu 

Brtan Bulger, 
Darby Murpht, his hand and 
pen, dated this 26th day of 

^ Orange men are men that formed alliance to kill and de- 
stroy all the catholics of this kingdom. 

" Garet Lacet.'* 

*^ 28th. At three in the afternoon, which was WhitsufrMon- 
day^ they marched towards Wexford^ and encamped on a hiQ 
that night called the Mountain.*' 

* It alludes to the seat of the bishop of Ferns. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER Vn. 



VINEGAR-Hill, the scene of so much slaughter, had been 
in the possession of the rebels above three weeks, during which 
time the loyalists of Enniscorthy and the surrounding country 
had been in a state of almost indescribable horror. They were 
every where seized ; a few were butchered on the spot where 
diey happened to fall into the hands of the rebels ; but the 
greater number were carried to the camp on the hill ; where 
upwards of four hundred received sentence by court-martial, 
and were either shot or destroyed by pikes. Some, after having 
been apparently killed, recovered strength sufficient to endea- 
vour to escape ; but these for the most part fell again into the 
hands of the rebek, and received the completion of their suffer- 
ings. The wonderful preservation of one man, however, 
Charles Davis, of Enniscorthy, glazier, appears to be particu- 
larly worthy of notice. This man, when the town was taken 
by die insurgents, jusdy apprehensive that no mercy would be 
shewn him as a loyalist, had concealed himself in a privy, where 
he remained some days without any other food than the body 
of a cock, which had accidentally perched on the seau Impell- 
ed by the cravings of nature, however, when his provisions 
were exhausted, and disgusted with his loathsome abode, 
he at length ventured from his place of concealment, and en- 
deavoured to escape. He was seized near the town, convey- 
ed to Yinegar-hill, and received the sentence of a court-martiaL 
Being led out to suffer death pursuwt to hb sentence! he was 
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shot through the body and also through one of the arms. As 
these wounds were not deemed sufficient to extinguish life, he 
received several severe thrusts from a pike on the head, with- 
out injuring the brain; and was then thrown into a hole upon 
his back) and covered ov£r with earth and stones. Thus con- 
signed to an untimely grave, the unfortunate man remained 
twelve hours in a state of insensibility, during which period his 
dog) a faithful animal that never left him^ had scraped the co- 
vering off his face, and licked it clean from the filth and blood. 
Superstition— baleful superstition, which, maddened by fanati- 
cism, conjoindy with political animosity, had caused so many 
ruthless scenes of bloodshed and desolation in this unhappy 
country, was the means of saving this man's existence. He 
returned to nfe^ his mind disordered by his sufferings, and 
dreaming that he was about to be murdered by pikemen, pro- 
nouncing emphatically the name of father Roche, by whose 
means he hoped to obtain a protection. Accidentally overheard 
by some catholics to pronounce that sacred liame, they believed 
him to have been revivified by the particular favour of heaven, 
that by being hiade a catholic by Roche, his soul might be 
saved from those eternal pains which they believed he would 
otherwise be condemned to endure. Thus impressed, they had 
him conveyed to a house and treated with such kindness and 
humanity, that he rapidly recovered, and at length apparendy 
regained his perfect health. This instance of astonishing strength 
of constitution was by no means singular during the course of 
the rebellion. The surprising recoveries of many of the Irish 
peasantry^ and the difficulty that was almost invariably found of 
putting an end to the being even of very old men, may be 
worthy of an inquiry no less curious than interesting. 

At length, however, lieutenant-general Lake, commander in 
chief of the royal forces, made dispositions to expel the rebels 
from this hill (as we have already mentioned) which was so 
stroctgly fortified that the insurgents considered it impregnable. 
The troops destined to attack it amounted in all to upwards of 
thirteen thousand effective men, together with a formidable 
train of artillery, and were arranged in columns under several 
generals, with orders to attack the hill on all points at once, so 
as to prevent the escape of the rebels : a plan of attack which. 
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if it had been completely executed, would in all probability 
have been attended either with the complete surrendry of the 
enemy, or with such a slaughter as to have effectually disabled 
them from again taking the field. But this well-concerted 
attack was unfortunately frustrated by the delay of general 
Necdham, who arrived not at his post till after ihe engagenient, 
a circumstance which, together witlj several others of a like 
nature, and his late arrival to the breakfast devoured by the 
Durham officers,* procured him the appellation of the late ge- 
neral Needham. Except that commanded by this general, ijst 
different columns were at their respective posts when the attack 
commenced, at seven in the morning of the twenty-first of June^ 
with a brisk discharge of cannon and mortars, which was kept 
up, together with that of the small arms for an hour and a 
half. When the firing commenced, the position of the right 
column was on a rising ground at the west end of Enniscorthy, 
having Vinegar-hill on the east. This column, covered by the 
fire of its own six-pounder, penetrated into the town, and vigo- 
rously attacked the insurgents posted there, who had advan- 
tageously placed themselves in the streets and houses. A party 
of the troops having advanced with one field-piece opposite to 
the court-house, were there overpowered by a numerous body 
of pikemen, who rushed from the building9 and took possession 
of the gun. This gun, however, was shortly after re-taken by 
another division of the king^s troops, with considerable slaughter 
of the enemy. The rebels at length abandoned the town, re- 
treating to Vinegar-hill, the summit of which, however, had 
been cleared by the central column, which had formed on a 
rising ground on the north side, where the rebels had reared a 
breast work, before they could reach it, and their friends finding 
they could no longer keep possession, had retreated to another 
position on the east side, called the Lower hill. Having dis- 
played the royal banners on the top of the wind-mill, in place 
of tixe standard of rebellion, the kings troops turned thirteen 
pieces of cannon, which had been abondone(^ against the ene- 
my. By the fire of these, and the resolution o€ the light bri- 
gade, they were thrown into confusion,, when the cavalry 

• See p. 229^ 
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charged and put them completely to the rout. The slaughter 
must have been dreadful, had Dot general Needham's post been 
left open for their escape, through which, ludicrously termed 
NeedhanCs Gapy most of them fled towards Wexford. The re- 
bels lost about four hundred men, among whom was father 
Clinch of Enniscorthy, all their cannon, some ammunition, and 
an immense quantity of rich plunder. The loss on die royai 
side was very trifling, perhaps abcut one hundred killed, among 
whom was lieutenant Sandys of the Longford militia. Ck>lonel 
King of the Sligo regiment, colonel Vesey of that of the county 
of Dublin, lord Blaney, and lieutenant-colonel Cole were 
among the wounded. A great many loyalists, who had been 
compelled to accompany the rebels, were indiscriminately slain 
in the pursuit. Amongst the excesses committed by die king's 
troops on the recovery of Enniscorthy, the burning of a house 
which had been used as an hospital, in which were sixteen of 
the insurgents who, by wounds or sickness were incapable of 
making their escape, is hardly inferior in atrocity to the mas- 
sacre at Scullabogue. 

<* The town of Wexford was re-taken on the same day a» 
Enniscorthy. The rebel army, which had been some time en- 
camped on Lacken-hill, had been driven fix>m it by the troops 
under general Johnson, on the nineteenth of June, and obliged to 
take post on the Three Rocks. 

*< ITie brigade under major-general Moore, which consisted 
of the second flank battalion, two companies of the sixtieth re- 
giment, one troop of Hompesch's hussars, and a small train of 
artillery, took a direction to the right towards Fooke's mill, 
and encamped that night on the lawn of Mr. Henry Sutton, of 
Long Grague. The encampment was in front of the house^ 
which was protected on both flanks and in the rear by a thick 
wood, out-buildings, &c. 

" The following morning the rebels collected all their force, 
and marched from the Three Rocks to attack general Moore's 
brigade at long (Jrague. He ordered a strong detachment, 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Wilkinson, to patrole 
towards Tintem and Clonmines, with a view to scour the coun- 
try, and to communicate with the troops which general Johnson 
bad ordered to join him from Duncannon-fort» Colonel Wil. 
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kinson returning without any intelligence of them, and des- 
pairing of their arrival, general Moore began his march to 
Taghmon, about three o*clock in the afternoon. The rebels 
were gready reinforced in their march from the Three RockSf 
so that their number exceeded six thousand. They marched 
on, boasting of their strength, and expressing a desire to be up 
with the king's troops. When general Moore had proceeded 
about half a mile on his road to Taghmon, he perceived the 
lebek advancing towards him. The general knowing their 
great superiority of numbers, immediately made preparations to 
receive them. Having disposed his force in the most judicious 
manner, he sent out an advanced guard, consisting of two com- 
panies of the sixtieth regiment to skirmish with them, whilst a 
six-pounder and a howitzer were drawn across the road to 
CtoflTs-bridge, where a few light infantry formed on each side 
of them under colonel "Wilkinson. When the rebels came up 
they made an attack on these; but were served with such a 
tremendous fire of grape-shot and musketry, that they were ob- 
liged to retreat over the bridge in the greatest confusion. Dur- 
ing this time, a great body. of them moved towards the left 
wing; but majors Aylmer and Daniel, with five companies of 
light infantry and a six-pounder, were detached against them. 
The sixtieth regiment finding no opposition in front, immediately 
proceeded to the left^ and attacked the body of rebels that was 
attempting to timi that wing. Here the engagement was very 
Uoody. ^.J]rhe rebels confiding in their numbers, and being so 
well armed with muskets and pikes, they made a most obstinate 
resistance. General Moore now began to be very doubtful who 
would keep the field, as a great part of his army could not 
come into the action, being obliged to guard the ammunition 
and baggage. A party of rebels observing the Hompesch*s 
hussars coming down, with their green uniform, they thought 
that the hussars had been a party of their friends coming to 
assist them; but were soon convinced of their mistake, for 
they immediately made a great slaughter amoiigst them. The 
engagement began before four o'clock and continued till eight, 
when the rebels began to disperse, and soon after the greatest 
party of them retreated precipitately towards Enniscorthy and 
Wexford. 
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** The loss of the rebels could not be exacUy ascertainedf as 
the killed lay scattered over the fields for a considerable extent; 
but it must have been very great* Had the situation of the 
country admitted the cavalry to make a charge on them in their 
retreat, a great numbe* more would have been killed* 

*' When the action was over, general Moore considered it 
too late to proceed to Taghmon, and therefore took post for the 
night upon the field of batde, where he was soon after rein- 
forced by the second and twenty-ninth regiments, under the 
command of Lord Dalhousie. Here we shall leave them, 
and relate that dreadful event, the massacre on the bridge of 
Wexford. 

<* A general massacre of all the loyalist prisoners in Wexford 
was twice attempted by a bloody-minded fanatic called Hiomas 
Dixon; who was first opposed by one Hore, and next by oiie 
Scallion, both of whom defied him to single combat, and in- 
sisted that he should shew himself a man before a single pri- 
soner should be put to death. He however would not relin- 
quish his bloody design, and on the nineteenth of June, the 
protestants were informed that all the prisoners would be put to 
death the following day. Accordingly, in the morning, Dixon^ 
mounted on a tall white horse, rode up to the prison door, and 
swore that not a prisoner should be alive at sun-set. He then 
rode through several streets repeating the same. TTie town 
bell was soon after rung, and the drums beat to arms, for the 
purpose of assembling the rebels to join those at Three Rocks, 
and to march against the army under general Moore. About 
two o'olock in the afternoon, Dixon assembled the murdering 
band, and immediately displayed that woeful harbinger of dea^^ 
the blick flag; having upon one side a bloody cross, and on the 
other the latterslM. W. 8. inscribed upon it, which were 8up]x>s« 
ed to mean murder without sin. After having made a long 
procession through the town, they fixed the flag on the custom^ 
house quay, near the bridge. About four o'clock the butchery 
began: the prisoners ^ere brought from the gaol and the prison^ 
ship by a strong guard of these sanguinary miscreants* in parties 
of from ten to twenty, preceded by the black flag, to die bridge# 
where they were piked to death with circumstances of the most 
savage cruelty, and afterwards thrown into the river, to make 
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rcx)m for others* While they were thus infamously employed, 
a rebel officer, possessed of some humanity^ went to Br. Caul* 
field, the popish bishop, who was then drinking wine after dinner, 
9nd believing that he could stop the massacre sooner than any othci* 
person, eamesdy intreated him to come and save the prisoners. 
The bishop, in an unconcerned manner replied^ ** It was not in 
his power to save them>" and requested the captain to sit doMrh 
and take a glass of wine with him, adding at the same time, that 
** the people must be gratified !" The officer refused the 
bishop's invitation, and walked away filled with abhorrence^ 
An this time the inhuman pikemen were busily employed butch«> 
ering the poor protestants on the bridge ; some they would per- 
forate in places not mortal, to increase their torture, others they 
thrust their pikes into the body, and raising it up, held it sus* 
pended, writhing in the extreme agdfty of pain, while any sign^ 
of life remained, and exulted in the deed. In the midst of this 
£abolical work, general Edward Roche, came galloping to the 
bridge, and ordered them to beat to arms, saying, " that Vine- 
** gar-hill was nearly surrounded by the king's troops, and that 
<* all should repair to the camp, as reinforcements were wanting." 
There was immediately a cry of " To camp ! to camp.!*' and the 
rebels ran oflf in every direction. The blQody scene was instantly 
closed, and three of the prisoners were left on their knees on the 
bridge, who were so much stupified with terror that they did 
not make the least effort to escape. Soon after some of the 
rebel guard returned to the bridge^ -uid conducted the prisoners 
back to die gaol; shordy after, the bloody monster^ Thomas 
Dixon, returned and ordered out the remainder of the prisoners 
for execution^ and the greater part of them were tortured and 
put to death in the same manner as the former. He then pro^ 
ceeded to the market-house, and ordered a party from thence 
to the bridge^ and after butchering them, they returned suid 
brought out ten more, whom they also most barbarously mur- 
Asred. They then brought out eighteen, and while they Were 
murdering them, Richard Monk, a rebel officer, came galloping 
into the town from Vinegar-hill, shoutmg, " D — ^n your ;5ouls, 
" you vagabonds, why dont you go out and meet the enemy that 
•< are coming in, and not be murdering the prisoners in cold 

II h 



Digitized 



by Google 



242 REBELLION IN IRELAND- 

*' blood?" Some protestant women having asked him, ^what 
" news ?" he replied, " the king's troops are encamped round 
Vinegar-hill.", He then proceeded towards the convent, and 
seeing the women following him, he pulled out a pistol and 
swore that he would blow out tlieir brains if they came any 
farther. Soon after, father Corrin was obser\''ed running to- 
wards the bridge : when he arrived there, they had murdered 
six men, out of the last party that was conveyed there. He 
immediately besought them to spare the remainder^ and it was 
not without the greatest difficulty he prevailed upon them; for 
after using all the arguments he could, with no effect, he took 
off his hat, and desired them to kneel down and pray for the 
souls of the prisoners before they put any more of them to death.' 
The rebels complied with this request, and after he had got 
them in the attitude of deipotion, he said, '*Now pray to Gtod 
**to have mercy on your souls, and teach you to shew that 
*^ kindness towards them, which you expect from him in the 
♦* hour of death, and in the day of judgment." Thb had the 
desired effect, and the prisoners were soon after conducted to 
prison by the guard, who swore that not a protestant man^ 
woman, or child, should be left alive in the town the niext 
day. 

*' In the whole, ninety-seven of the prisoners were deliberately 
murdered, and all the protestants would have shared a similar 
fate, had it not been prevented by the arrival of the king's 
troops. 

**We shall now return to the army under general Moore. 
Being reinforced; as before related^ the general was preparing 
to proceed with his forces to Taghmon, on the morning of the 
twenty-first of June. At this time die rebels in Wexford con- 
sidered themselves in a very Critical situation, and being con- 
vinced that it would be impossible for them to keep the town, 
they liberated lord KLingsborough and the other officers who 
were prisoners there, and requested that he would be their 
mediutor, and write to the general officers to spare the inhabi- 
tants of Wexford, and their property, on returning to their alle- 
^ance» To this proposal lord Kingsborough agreed, on con- 
dition that he was invested with the conamand of the towm 
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The rebels having acceded to his lordship's 4esire, he forwarded 
the following proposals^ made by them, to general Moore : 

" That captain M^Hanus shall proceed from Wexford toward^ 
Oulart, accompanied by Mr. E. Hay, appointed by the inhabi- 
tants of all religious persuasions^ to inform the officer command- 
ing the king's troops, that they are ready to deliver up the 
town of Wexford without opposition, lay down their arms, and 
return to their aUegiance^ provided that their persons and pro- 
perties are guaranteed by the commanding officer; and that 
they will use every influence in their power to induce the people 
of the country at large to return to their allegiance also. These 
terms we hope captain M^Manus will be able to procure*— ^Signed 
by order of the inhabitants of Wexford. 

" Matthew Keugh.'* 

**To these proposals general Moore returned no answer, but 
immediately forwarded them to the commanding officer, general 
Lake, and instead of proceeding to Taghmonj he directed his 
march towards Wexford, and stationed his army within two 
miles of that town* General Lake returned the following an- 
swer to the proposals :— 

^^ Enniscorthyy June 22, 1798. 

** Lieutenant-general Lake cannot attend to any terms qfTered 
by rebels in arms against their sovereign. While they continue 
so, he must use the force intrusted to him, with the utmost 
energy for their destruction. To the deluded multitude he 
promises pardon, on their delivering into his hand& their lead- 
era, surrendering their arms, and returning with sincerity to ^ 
their allegiance. 

(Signed) # <*G. Lak£." 

<< Soon after captain M^Manus had departed with the pro- 
posals, the rebel leaders desired lord Kingsborough to dispatch 
a second messenger, lest the king's troops should arrive before 
the terms had been accepted. He accordingly sent ensign 
Harman, to request the general to encamp at Carrick-bridge, be- 
fore he advanced into the town. As the ensign was proceeding 
on Ae road> he was met by father Murphyt who exclaimed 
^ he would have no peace," and ordered his aid-de-camp tq 
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ghoot hitn; on which he drew a pistol and shot Harmu tlmmgh 
the head. 

^ After these proposals were fcnrwarded, tke rebel general 
Roche endeavoured to persuade them to go out and Bieet the 
army; but all his intreaties were in vain; for when captaiti 
Boyd of the Wexford cavalry, and a few of his troop, appeared 
the rebels fled over the bridge in the greatest confusion, and ior 
the course of a few minutes the streets were almost dear. On 
the cry of ** ITie army is come!^ a number of wretches, sicic 
and wounded, ran out of the infirmary, some of them without 
clothes, and followed their associates ; the greatar part of whom 
Blade the best of their way to Rilmuckridge, and the rest into 
the barony of Forth. 

^ When captain Boyd arrived, and found that the rebels had 
evacuated the town, he immediately proceeded to the gaol to see 
the surviving prisoners, who had been miserably fed for seme 
time. He instantly set them at liberty ; but recommended them 
to renudn in prison, until after the king^s troops arrived^ lest 
they should be mistaken for rebels and put to death. Shcnrtlf 
after ttie Queen's Royals arrived in the most regular order, not 
a word being heard in all the ranks^ and took possession of the 
garrison. The joy of the inhabitants, particularly the protestants 
who were doomed to death, was inexpressible. Had they 
arrived a day sooner, the massacre upon the te'idge would have 
been prevented. 

^< Goieral Lake entered the town of Wexford in the nomkig^ 
ef the twenty-second of June, and established his staff in Keugh's 
house. He then issued a proclamation for apprehending all the 
rebel leaders ; assuring the deluded multitudCf that such as would 
surrender and deliver up theu* arms^ should receive m^xy and 
protection : he aiso issued general orders that no person should 
be put to death, unless he had been tried and condemned by a 
court-martial. He forbid any inhabitant or other person being 
molested, and charged the soldiers not to take any article away 
from any person, without having paid for it. 

^< The victories which the king's troops had gained at Tinegvr* 
hill, and other pbees, and the evacuation of Wexford, so dis^ 
^irited the rebels, that numbers of them repsured to the differ^ 
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tut commanders oC garAsons^ took the oath of aUeg^aace, and 
obtamed protections. 

" A few days after the king^s troops entered Wexford, Ae 
famous rebel general, father Roche, Was arrested, tried by a 
court-martial, and executed on the bridge, along with one Fene* 
hm» and some others ; after which their bodies were throwa 
into the rivev. Roche was tall and very corpulent, and so heavy^ 
that when be was suspended, the rope broke and he fell to the 
ground : on recovering a litde, he said, ^ God's blood ! what are 
^ yoix about ? why do you puU my stock so tight ?'' He then 
ascended the fatal step a seccmd time, and was launched into 
eternity* 

** As soon as it was known at Wexford that the rebels were 
defeated at Vinegar-hill, Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, who had 
acted as commander in chief to the rebels, made his escape, 
and accompamed by Mr. John Colclough, fled to one of the 
Sahee islands, about four miles from the shore, taking with 
them provisions, wine, spirits, and arms. There they purposed 
remaining until a favourable opportunity offered for getting 
diemselves conveyed to France. Information having been 
received by government where they had secreted themselvesf a 
party of military was dispatched in pursuit of them, on the 
twenty-fourth of June, who landed on the island the following 
morning. Boon after they landed, they found a chest of plate^ 
and some articles of wearing apparel, and after a diligent search, 
discovered them, secreted in a cave and disguised as peasants* 
They immediately surrendered their arms, came forth, and 
were conveyed back to Wexford the next morning. Mr. 
Harvey's trial commenced the same evening. He did not deny 
bis having acted as commander of the rebel forces, but ^idea- 
voured to extenuate, by saying, " That he accepted *the com- 
^ mand to prevent much greater evils, which would accrue from 
^ita failing into other hands, and with the hope of surrendering 
^ that omimand, one day or other, with great advantage to the 
^ country." He had no counsel, and after a trial which lasted 
near eight hoiu*s, he was found guilty—- death i which sentence 
was put in execution on the morning of the twenty-eighth: His 
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head was placed on* the session house, and his body throWn into 
th« river. 

*' Mr. Colclough was also executed on the evening of the 
twenty-eighth, and his body thrown into the river. 

^ Cornelius Grogan was arrested at his seat in Johnstowi^, 
and on his trial endeavoured to prove that he was forced to act 
as commissary to the rebel army ; but was convicted and exe- 
cuted. His head was placed upon the court-house, and his 
body thrown into the river. 

*< Matthew Keugh, who acted as governor of Wexford, was 
taken prisoner, convicted on the clearest evidence, and executed. 
His head was also placed on the session-house. 

'* Esmond Kyan, commander of the rebel artillery, was also 
taken prisoner, tried, found guilty, and executed. 

" Edward Roche, a rebel general, was taken prisoner, triedj 
sentenced for transportation, and %vas sent to Newgate, with 
some other convicts. Before the vessel was ready to convey 
them abroad, he died suddenly. 

" Richard Monk, a rebel captain, received a wound in an en- 
gagement, and was proceeding to surrender himself to colonel 
Maxwell, at Newtownbarry, when he was overtaken by some 
yeomanry and shot. 

" Thomas Dixon, who led the rebel band that murdered the 
prisoners on the bridge of Wexford, was noted for cruelty and 
cowardice. His wife was, if possible, more sanguinary than 
hi*iself. They never could be found, though a great reward 
was offered for their apprehension. 

"In the whole, sixty-six persons were tried by court-mar- 
tial, and executed at Wexford." 

" While the surviving loyalists in Wexford were rejoicing at 
theii: deliverance, a very tragic scene was acted in Gorey. On 
the departiu-e of general Needham from the latter town to Vi- 
negar-hill, on the twentieth of June, he had sent an express to 
captain Holmes, of the Durham regiment, who commanded in 
Arklow, ordering him to dispatch immediately to Gorey that 
part of the Gorey cavalry who remained in Arklow, and in- 
forming him, that on their arrival at their place of destination^ 
they should find an officer to command them, and a large force 
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With which they were to unite. By the 8ain,e express the Co- 
rey infan^ were ordered to remain in Arklow ; but these^ and 
the refugee inhabitants of Gorey, hearing of a large force to 
protect their town were so impatient to revisit their homes, that 
they followed the cavalry contrary to orders. ITiis body of 
cavalry amountmg to only seventeen in number, found on their 
arrival at Gorey, to their astonishment, not an officer or soldier. 
They, however, had the courage or temerity to scour the coun- 
try in search of rebels, with the assis,tance of some others who 
had joined them, and killed about fifty men whom they found 
in their houses, or straggling homeward from the rebel army. 
On the twenty-second, a body of about five hundred rebels, 
under the conduct of Perry, retreating from Wexford, and di- 
recting their march to the Wicklow mountains^ received infor- 
mation of this slaughter, and the weakness of the party com- 
mitting it. They instantly ran full speed to the town, deter- 
mined on vengeance. On intelligence of their approach, lieu- 
tenant Gterdon, a youth of only twenty years of age, who had 
the commsmd, marched his men (consisting of fourteen infan- 
try, beside the cavalry,) out of the town to meet the enemy, 
and took post in an advantageous position near a place called 
Chariotte-grove, where they fired some vollies on the rebels, 
seven of whom they killed ; but finding that they must be im- 
mediately siUTOunded and destroyed if they should attempt to 
maintain their post, they retreated, and each horseman taking a 
footman behind him, fled through the town toward Arklow. 
As by this motion the refugees, who had returned from Arklow, 
and were now attempting to escape again thither, were left ex- 
posed to the pursuit of an enraged enemy, the officer attempted 
to rally the yeomen on the road, to cover, if possible, the flight 
of the unfortunate people ; but the 3'eomen gallopped away full 
speed to Arklow, in spite of his remonstrances, and the refu- 
gees were slaughtered along the road to the number of thirty- 
seven men, beside a few who were left for dead, but afterwards 
recovered. No women or children were injured, as the rebels, 
who professed to act on a plan of retaliation, found on inquiry 
that no women or children of their party had been hurt. This 
was owing to the hum^ty of a young gentleman of seventeen 
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years of age in the yeoman cavalry, who had by his remcnf* 
strances restrained his associates from vioknce with respect to 
the £ur sex* In the action of this day, which will be long re* 
membered in Gbrey under the title of Bloody Friday y onlf 
three of the yeomen infantry were killed, and none of the car 
valry. The rebels having accomplished dieir purpose (»f re« 
venge, their only motive for deviating from dieir course to 
visit Gorey, resumed^ after a short repast, their match to the 
Wicklow mountains.'' 

After the signal advantages gained by the king's troops, 
and the expulsion of the rebels from Wexford and Enniscor- 
thy, those of the btter who remsuned in arms, w^e compell- 
ed to make mountsuns and other devious recesses dieir only 
places of abode* These seem now to have confined themselves 
merely to attempts to prolong the war^ till the arrivsd of a 
French force to their assistance, by eluding the vigilance of 
the royal troops hy rapid movements from one strong posidon 
to another. 



Digitized 



by Google 



eUAPTER XI. 



THE rebel columns whicl) evacuated Wexford, on the 
twenty-second of June formed a junction in the mountains be- 
tween the counties of Wexford and Kilkenny, where they con- 
tinued and spread desolation for some time, burning the 
houses of protestants, and murdering such of the occupiers as 
fell into their hands. The first achievment they endeavoured 
to perform, was an attempt to destroy Hacketstown, in which 
they succeeded, though not without considerable loss. The 
rebels niade an attack upon this town on the twenty-fifth 
of May; but were defeated by the yeomen and a party of 
militia. 

The column of rebels under the command of general Perry, 
fether Keams, Garret Byrne, and William B}Tne of BaUyma- 
nus, marched to Hacketstown early in the morning of the twen- 
ty-fifth of June. The garrison of that town consisted of fifty 
of the Antrim militia, lieutenant Gardiner; fifty of the Tal- 
botstown cavalry, captain Hume; twenty-four Shilelah cavalry, 
lieutenants BradweU and Taylor; forty-six Hacketstown in- 
fantry, captain Hardy; and thirty Coolatin infantry, captain 
Chamney. This little army marched a short distance out of 
town, at six o^clock in the morning of the twenty-fifth of 
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June^ to meet the rebels, who were upyards of four thousand 
strong. Before they had advanced far, they perceived the 
enemy, who immediately began to file off on each side of the 
road, for the purpose of surrounding ihem. In consequence 
of this manoeuvre, the cavalry were obliged to retreat by the 
ClonmQre road, and could not return to assist in defending the 
town. In this retreat captain Hardy and four men were kill- 
ed. The infantry were also obliged to retreat, aild one hun- 
dred and twenty of them took post in the barrack, and the re- 
mainder defended the front. 

A clergyman of the name of Magee, and nine protestants^ 
took their station in a house which commanded die principal 
street, determined to defend it to the last extremity. Mr. Ma- 
gee's family, all the protestant women of tJbe town, and even 
the wife of the rebel general Byrne, took refuge in this house ; 
the lower part of which was barricaded, four men placed in 
the rejff to prevent it from being fired, and five in the finont, 
partly for its defence, and partly* to cover the adjoining barrack, 
which being a thatched building, could not be defended by the 
troops inside. 

Soon after this, the town was completely surrounded by an 
immense body of pikemen, who immediately fired it in many 
different places, while upwards of a thousand men poured 
upon it a heavy fire of musketry. In two hours, the whole of 
the town was in flames, except the t)arrack and tyo other 
houses; one of which contained the brave little garrison 
already mentioned. The rebels finding they could not succeed 
in destroying the barrack, without possession of Mr. Magee's 
house which flanked the back part of it, they relinquished the 
former, and approached the latter in great force. With, colours 
flying, and sounding their bugle horns, they pushed carts be- 
fore them on which were placed feather-beds, to cover the at- 
tack, and seemed determined to conquer or die; but in spite 
of all their efforts diey were obliged to abandon it, leaving be- 
hind them twenty-eight men killed* Behind the house, next 
Jay, were found fifty dead bodies of pikemen, and thirty more 
covered with clay. It would not have been possible for that 
gallant handful of men to have defended then^ves for Want 
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of ammunition) had it not been for the assistance of sw wounded 
officer, who sat behind a pier between two windows making 
cartridges ; while his wife to the imminent danger of her life 
continued to distribute refreshments to the besieged during their 
fatiguing and dangerous service ; and when their stock of balls 
was exhausted, she melted pewter plates, and with her own 
hands cast them into bullets^ which her husband made up into 
cartridges. 

TTie engagement continued till near four o'clock in the after* 
nqpn, when the rebels drew off their force in a regular manner^ 
taking with them several cart loads of killed and wounded ; 
though many of them were thrown into the burning houses and 
consumed) so that upon the whole not less than two hundred of 
them must have been destroyed. 

From the total want of shelter, as well as ammunition and pro- 
vision^ and being apprehensive of a fresh attack, the army re- 
solved to retreat to TuUow the same evening, having only 
eleven men killed and fifteen wounded. The rebels returned 
in the night and burnt the barracks and stores^ and destroyed 
the houses belonging to the loyalists for some miles round. 

As that column of rebels still continued to infest the country 
near Gorey, a detachftient of the Tinnahely cavalry, under the 
command of captain Gowen, was sent to reconnoitre towards 
M onyseed. He saw th6 rebels near that town, in great force^ 
having received considerable reinforcements after their flight 
from Tinegar-hilL Captain Gowen immediately sent an ex- 
press to general Needham, who ordered out colonel Puelston> 
of the Ancient Britons^ with detachments of that regiment^ 
the fourth and fifth dragoons, the Gorey, Wingfield, and Bal- 
laghkeen cavalry. As the patrole advanced, they were inform- 
ed that the rebels were near Ballyellis, and that they were in 
great want of ammunition. The colonel then said he would put ' 
them all to the sword, and making all speed, he perceived them 
coming along the side of Kilcaven-hiU. When the rebels saw 
the cavalry advancing in so rapid and incautious a manner^ 
they immediately left the road and lay down under cover of the 
hedges, leaving all their horses, baggage-carts and wounded^ 
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which they brought from the battle of Hacketstown, in the 
road. Here they lay till the cavalry came up in full speedy on 
which the rebels opened a most tremendous fife of musketry 
on them ; and being securely sheltered, the cavalry could do 
no execution, and were obliged to gallop, stooping under cover 
of the hedges ; and not being cautious enough to avoid jdie carts 
in the road, rode against some of them and were overthrown : 
those behind pressing forward, and being also obliged to stoop, 
could not see them in time to stgp, therefore tumbled one over 
another, horse over horse, whilst some of the horses feet got 
entangled in the carts, so that the road was strewed with men 
and horses plunging and tumbling about. The rebels, taking 
advantage of this confusion, rushed on them, piked and shot 
twenty-five of the Ancient Britons, eleven of the fifth dragoons, 
six Gorey cavalry, two Ballaghkeene cavalry, and two loyalists 
who went out with the patrole, and wounded many others. 
The remainder escaped and passed on through Camew, took 
another rout and arrived safely at Gorey. During this trans- 
action, the Wingfield dismounted cavalry and infantry, under 
captain Gowen, came up with the rebels, and being dressed in 
coloured clothes, they thought they were part of their own forces. 
The yeomanry seeing their opportunity", attacked them with 
great spirit, killed a number of them, and made their retreat 
without the loss of a man. 

The rebels having acquired a strength of arms and aramuniuon 
• by the defeat of the cavalry, and knowing that Camew was only 
garrisoned by about fifty yeomen, resolved on attacking it; but 
the yeomanry being informed of their intentions, took post in 
a malt-house, and repulsed them with great slaughter. The 
rebels then retired to Ballyellis, and in their retreat plundered 
, and destroyed a new house, the property of Sir John Jervis 
White. 

They then repaired to Kilcaven, whence, after a short stay, 
they proceeded to Ballyraheen-hill. In their march they killed 
twelve loyalists, and burned several houses. 

They were pursued by detachments of the Wingfield and 
fihillelah cavalry, die Tinahely in&ntry, the Coolatin and the 
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Kilkenna; the whole making near two "hundred men. These 
troops endeavoured to get to Ballyraheen-hill before the rebels, 
but could not* Thty found them advantageously posted behind 
hedges, and notwithstanding that^ and their great superiority in 
numbers, engaged them upwards of half an hour ; b\it were 
at last obliged to retreat. Captain Chamney of the Coolatin, 
captain Nixon of the Kilkenna, and seventeen privates were 
killed, and a number wounded. The victors then attacked 
captain Chamney's house, but were repulsed with loss by lieu- 
tenant Chamney, who, with several yeomen, had taken post in 
it for its defence. 

The rebel force now assembled on a large hill which sepa* 
rates the counties of Wexford and Wicklow, called the White- 
heaps, and remained there until the fifth of July, when two 
columns arrived, one under sir James Duif, the other under 
general Needham, with intention to surround the hill and make 
a general attack. The rebels having previously received in- 
formation of the movement of the king's troops, moved off the 
hill very early in the morning; but were intercepted by the 
column under sir James Duff, and after a few rounds of grape 
shot were obliged to change the course of their retreat. They 
were closely pursued by sir James, and were soon after per- 
ceived by general Needham, who immediately joined in the 
pursuit, and finding that he was at too great a distance for his 
infantry to' come up with them, he pushed on with his cavalry, 
ordering the infantry to follow, and in a short time joined sir 
James Duff. After a pursuit of twelve miles, during which 
many of them threw away their clothes, the rebels resolved to 
tx>me to an engagement, being almost exhausted with hunger 
aiyi fatigue. For this purpose diey farmed behind the hedges 
and waited the attack of the troops. 

When sir James arrived he began the attack by a discharge 
of grape-shot from his curricle guns, and the contest continued 
for some time ; but when the infantry came up, the rebeb were 
routed with great slaughter. The loss of the anny amounted 
to about twenty, that of the rebels to about a hundred. 
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We shaD now return to view the operations of the principal 
body of rebels under general Perry, in which consisted the 
principal strength of the conspiracy, leaving the remnant of 
the force defeated by general DuflF to carry on that desultory 
warfare which they for some time maintained in the Wicklow 
mountains. 
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GENERAL Perry finding it would be impossible to do any 
more execution in the county of Wexford, it being so full of 
troops, and the rebel forces at the same time considerably di« 
minished, now proceeded to the county of Kildare, where he 
formAl a juncUon with a large body of rebels commanded by 
Michael Aylmer, expecting to penetrate into the north of Ireland; 
but Aylmer prevailed on him to abandon that enterprise and 
attack Clonard, as there was but a small force to defend it; 
then march by Kilbeggen to the Shannon and surprise Athlone^ 
where he expected great reinforcements. This plan being 
adopted, their united forces marched on the eleventh of July to 
put it into execution. 

The military at Clorfard were unapprised of the intention of 
the rebels until they were informed of their approach. Every 
preparation was immediately made. The yeomen assembled^ 
and under the direction of lieutenant Tyrrel, were placed in thd 
most advantageous positions. An old turret at the end of the 
lieutenant's garden, which commanded the road the rebels were 
advancing by, was occupied by six of the corps, one of whom 
was the lieutenant's son, only sixteen years old. The rebels 
advanced so rapidly that the gat« leading to the court-yard waa 
obliged to be closed before all the guard assembled; so that 
when lieutenant Tyrrel camg.to ascertsun his strength, he had 
but twenty*seven men, including his own three sons, the eldest; 
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of whom was only eighteen years of age* Such a critical aitua- 
tion<^required all the firmness^ skill, and intrepidity of a veteran* 
Though the lieutenant had never served in any military capaci- 
ty, his good sense supplied the want of experience, and his 
courage furnished resources adequate to the magnitude of the 
occasion. His men were equally zealous and determined to 
maintain their post. After sending a supply of ammunition to 
the advanced post at the turret, he retired into his dwelling 
house wl4h the main body, of whom he selected the best marks- 
men, placed them at those windows from which they were most 
likely to aimoy the enemy, and requested that they would not 
fire without taking good aim. 

The advanced guard of the rebels, consisting of three hun- 
dred cavalry, commanded by Andrew Farrell, approached the 
turret, apprehending no danger. Young Tyrrel fired the first 
shot, which mortally wounded Farrell ; and the rest immediate- 
ly fired on the cavalry, which threw them into such confusion 
that they fled beyond the reach of their guns. The rebel in- 
fantry then coming up, passed the turret under cover of »waUy 
and taking post behind a hedge, .on the other side of the road^ 
maintained a constant fire on it, but without effect* The infimtry 
which had passed the turret being joined by another party which 
had advanced by a different road, for they purposed surrounding 
the town, stationed a strong guard on the bridge, to prevent 
any reinforcements from arriving^n that direction* The marks- 
men at the windows soon put to flight this guard, after killing 
ten or twelve of them, and not one of th^m appeared afterwards 
on the bridge, so that the communication with the western road 
was preserved, which we shall find to have been of considerable 
importance. 

Being thus defeated in the first onset, the rebels became en- 
raged, and determined on revenge* A large party contrived to 
get into the garden, and some of them rushed into the turret. 
The yeomen were upon the upper floor, and had dragged up 
the ladder by which they ascended. The rebels then endea- 
voured to climb up' on each other and get into the upper story; 
but as fast as they appeared thej; were killed by the yeomen* 
Borne ran pikes into the floor^ and others fired through itf but 
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withtmt' effect, until twenty-seven of their men lay dead on the 
ground*floon They then brought a quantity of straw and set 
the turret on fire. Two of the yeomen, one of whom was 
young 1Y^^^» ^®^^ killed in attemptmg to escape; the other 
four leaped from a window, and under cover of a wall got into 
the house. The rebels then set fire to the toll-house and some 
other cabins, to annoy the garrison, and threw some of their 
dead into the flames. Th^ conflict had now lasted neai* six hours, 
when about ' five in the evening a reinforcement was descried 
from the house ; the hopes of the yeomen were elevated, and 
Aey fought with increased vigour. One of the yeomen, who 
had been excluded by the sudden shutting of the gates in the 
morning, finding he could be of no use, repaired to Kinnegadf 
smd represented the situation of his friends at Clonard. Lieu*- 
tttijxnt Houghton, with fourteen of the Kinnegad infantry, and 
a Serjeant with eleven of the Northumberland fencibles, being 
all that could be spared, immediately marched for Clonard. Jf^ 
soon as they arrived lieutenant Tyrrel sallied from the hou^^ 
and formed a junction with them on the road which leads to 
the bridge, which had been kept open. A few vollies com- 
pletely cleared the roads, and having then placed the Kinnegad 
infantr}' and Northumberland fencibles in such positions as 
ihost effectually to gall the enemy in their retreat from the 
garden, lieutenant Tyrrel with a few chosen men undertook to 
drive them from it. Some of them were posted upon a mount, 
planted with fir trees, which afforded some protection, others lay 
toncealed behind a privet hedge, from whence they could see 
^ery person who entered. The lieutenant and his party were 
received by a discharge from both bodies. No time was lost 
iti attacking those behind the hedge, who were obliged to retire 
to the mount. The action then became very warm^ and the 
rebels seemed determined to maintain their advantageous situa- 
tion. T*he yeomen, but few in number, and six of them 
Wounded, the rest almost overcome with fatigue, could not 
think of retiring; still they persevered and maintained a steady 
2Ad well-directed fire on the enemy till they compelled them to 
retreat, when the Kinnegad infantry and Northmnberl^nd fen^^ 
cibles made great havoc. 

Kk 
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This victory, as brilliant as any that occurred during tlio 
rebellion, was now complete. There were upwards of a hun-r 
dred and fifty of the enemy killed, and a great number wounded* 

The rebels retreated from CIpnard along the ^Dublin road ; 
and, after proceeding some distance, turned towards the right 
and took possession of lord Harbe^ton's house at Carbery^ 
where they drank wine and spirits to excess. 

On the twelfth of July they proceeded to Johnstown, and 
from thence to the Nineteen-mile house. They were pursued 
by parties of the Limerick militia and Edenderry yeoman ca- 
valr}'', under the command of colonel Gough, who attacked and 
defeated them. They then fled in confusion, leaving all dteir 
catde, stores, &c. behind them; and were pursued by general 
Myers with a detatchment of the Buckinghamshire milida and 
a few ot the Dublin yeomanry, who drove them towards Slane 
in the county of Meath. They then marched in the night to 
th<s Boyne, after passing which they were pursued by two di- 
visions under generak Weyms and Meyrick. 

The rebels formed again in a strong position on the road to 
Ardee; but when the Sunderland regiment arrived, they were 
routed and obliged to fly in all directions. They were then 
charged by the cavalry, and a great slaughter ensued. Some 
of the rebels fled to Ardee, the rest over the Boyne towards 
Garretstown, where they were agam pursued and attacked by 
detachments of the Carlow and Fermanagh militia, the Swords 
infantry, part of the Dumfries dragoons, and three corps of 
yeomen cavalry, all under the command of captain Gordon of 
the Dumfries, who, in the course of a few daf s, kiUcd great 
numbers and finally dispersed them. 

Perry and father Keams escaped into the king's county; but 
were soon after taken and brought prisoners to Edenderry, 
where they were tried by court-martial and executed on the 
twenty-first of July. Aylmer and Fitzgerald, with some other 
leaders, surrendered on condition of being transported. €buTet 
and William Byrne also surrendered on the same terms^ but 
as it was proved tiiat the latter had been guilty of various mmv 
ders, he was tried by court-martial and executed at "Wicklow, 
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on the twenty-sixth of September, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-nme. 

One body of rebels which escaped from Vinegar-hill retreated 
into the county of Kilkenny, under the command of father John 
Murphy of Boulavogue, by the Scullagh gap, and thence to- 
ward Casdecomer, hoping to excite an insurrection in that 
quarter; particularly among the colliers. Entering the gap* 
tod driving forward a few troops who attempted to oppose 
them, they entered and burned the village of Kiledmond. They 
then proceeded toward Newbridge, where they arrived on the 
twenty-third of June. Lieutenant Dixon, with twenty-five of 
the Wexford regiment, and a small party of the 4th dragoons, 
was stationed there, and determined to defend it. They there- 
fore took post on the bridge to prevent their passing the river, 
but were soon defeated by the rebels and obliged to retreat, 
with the loss of twenty-seven men taken prisoners^ of whom 
seven^ condemned as orangemen, were soon after shot. An 
express having been dispatched to general Asgil at Kilkenny, 
he repaired to Newbridge to stop ' their progress, but arrived 
too late, die eilemy having commenced their march to the 
ridge of Leinster, within five miles of Casdecomer, where they 
spent the night. 

TTie garrison of Castlecomer, consisting chiefly of a few 
yeomen, had been reinforced by a troop of the 4th dragoons, a 
company of the Waterford, and a company of the Downshire 
milida, and twenty infantiy and forty cavalry of the Cullinagh 
yeomen^ making in the whole about two hundred aud fifty 
men^ mosdy cavalry. 

Early in the morning of the twenty-fourth of June, a recon- 
noitring party was sent out, which found the rebels advancing 
the main body in the road^ with considerable wings on each 
side. The party being nearly surrounded before they observed 
them (owing to a thick fog,) was obliged to retreat precipitately 
with great loss. The main body of the army, seeing the re- 
connoitring party retreat in such confusion, joined them and fled « 
into the town, and a number of them taking post in four houses 
which commanded the bridge, kept up a constant fire on the 
rebek as they advaxKed. The wings now extended, ftfrded the 
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river, an4 set fire to the town in several pbces* Geiieral Aj^pl 
at length arriving, commenced a heavy fire on the town wUb 
his artillery, not knowing that many loyalists were still in it 
making a gallant defence. This firing, however^ considei;abljr 
annoyed the rebels, and determined them to retire from tl>e 
town about four o'clock in the afternoon. The general, hotr^ 
ever, considered the town not tenable, and the remaining loy- 
alists were consequently obliged to retreat with him to Kilkenny^ 
leaving their goods a prey to the enemy, who again took poa^ 
session of the town on the retreat of the army. 

Ilie loss of the rebels in this action might be near two hiiiv- 
dred in killed and wounded. 

The enemy immediately began to plunder the houses of the 
loyalists who retreated, and committed every excess. The 
main body afterwards retired to the high groimds, where they 
remained till the following day. Being disappobted of raising 
an in9urrection in the county of Kilkenny, where few had joined 
diem, they determined to retreat back into the county of Wex^ 
ford, thrcKO^ Scullagh gap. • On the twenty^fifth of June they 
marched from the ridge with this resolution, proceeded toward 
Newbridge, and took post near that town on a rising ground a|t 
a place called Kilcomney. Here they were attacked on three 
sides at once, about six o'clock on the followiag morning, by 
the army under general Asgil, amounting to near twelve hua- 
dred effective men, and that of major Matthews, amoundng tQ 
five hundred men, composed chiefly of the Downshire miUtia 
from Maryborough. The alacrity of the latter army to attack 
the insurgents, seems to have been the cause why they wex^ 
not allowed to escape into the county of Wexford without a 
batde. After about an hour's firing of cannon, the rebel% 
fearipg that they would be surrounded, fled precipitately, an^ 
in the greatest ccmfusion, towards Scullagh gap, leaving aU 
their cannon, ammunition, and plunder, in dte hands of the armyw 
They were pursued with slaughter by the cavaby near si^c 
miles. Their artillery consisted of ten light field pieces an<i 
some swivels. Among the booty were one hundred and $ev€ii^ 
ty tatd^ one hundred sheep, and seven hundred horses* 
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The loss of the kingf s troops has been stated by the general 
at only seven men: that of the rebels amounted to upwards of 
two hundred. They, however, forced their way through the 
gapf in 'which they were opposed by a small body of troops^ 
and directed their course through the dwarf woods near Ferns 
to die Wicklow mountains* 

Father John Murphy, the commander in chiefs was taken 
soon after and hanged at Tulbw. His body was burned and 
his head fixed on the market-house. 
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MEANTIME Ulster, the quarter in which the principles of 
the United Irishmen had first appeared, the best acquainted, 
with the use of arms, and the most enlightened province oi 
Ireland-— where government had reason to be most of all ap- 
prehensive of the consequences of insurrection— continued in a 
state of almost perfect tranquility* The inhabitants of this 
province, chiefly presbyteriaAs^ though perhaps possessed of 
greater courage than the people of the southern districts, yet 
appear to have acted with the greatest caution and circumspec- 
tion* Though the mail-coaches did not arrive, the signal for 
their rising, they resolved to wait till they should learn whether 
their brethren in the south had actually appeared in arms. 
Lord 0*Neil, however, governor of the county of Antrim, in 
consequence of certain intelligence that an insurrection was 
shordy to take place in that county, summoned the magistrates 
to meet <m the seventh of June at the town of Antrim, in order 
to concert measures for its suppression. The leaders of the 
s^ociatiou) apprised of his lordship's designs^ and convinced 
that something must immediately be done, resolved, in order to 
counteract those designs, to appear in arms on die same dayi 
and, with their followers, to seize the towti> together with his 
lordship and the magistrates, whom they intended to detain as 
hostages. In the midst of their deliberations. In the toWn was 
a quantity of ammunition, and a great number of arms sur- 
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ftndered at different times by the disaffeaed, which ^A:ey also 
hoped to regain possession of* 

The attack was accordingly made about tw6 o'clock in the 
afternoon, with such impetuosity, that the troops were quickly 
overp«wered, and the town nearly completely taken. A re- 
inforcement, however, having been ordered to march to Antrim, 
by the condmander in the district, general Nugent, arrived at 
the very moment, and attacked the rebels, now within the town. 
But the vanguard^ consisting of cavalry, being repulsed with 
the loss of twenty men, three of whom were officers, colonel 
Duiiiam ordered the artillery to batter the town, which soon 
compelled the insurgents to abandon it. They fled towards 
Shanes-casde (the residence of Lord O^Ncil) and Randalstown^ 
whither they were pursued with the slaughter of about two 
hundred men. They left behmd them a six-pounder, two cur- 
ricle guns which they had taken from the king's troops, and a 
considerable quantity of small arms. Amongst the losses of 
the loyalists were colonel Lumley of the 22d dragoons and 
lieutenant Murphy wounded; comet Dunn killed; and lord 
O^Neil mortally wounded. 

About half-past one on the seventh^ a body of insurgents 
attacked Rand^lstown, where fifty of the Toome yeomanry sur- 
rendered to them. At ten o'clock they abandoned the town 
and marched to Toome, where they "remained two days. 

An attack was made on the morning of the seventh upon 
the town of Lame, by a small body which was repulsed by the 
garrison, consisting of a detachment of the Tay fencibles under 
a subaltern officer. 

Feeble attempts were made on Ballymene and Ballycasde. 

Disgusted by so many defeats, the main body retired to 
Donegor-hin, where the greater part broke or surrendered their 
arms, and nearly the whole of them dispersed, to which they 
were incited by the exhorutions of Mr. M*Cloverty, i, magis- 
trate whom they had taken prisoner. 

On the eighth of June a partial insurrection commenced in 
tiie county of Down; a numerous body of rebels having made 
their appearance in the neighbourhood of Saintfield, under the 
command of a doclor Jackson of Newtownards. CoUnei 
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gtapkton having received information to this cfiect^ imtoediifte'' 
ly inarched with a detachment of York fencibles, with somd 
yeomen cavalry and itifantry, and two pieces of artillery, tcmraitb 
Sdntfield. On the ninth the rebels elected Henry Munro, a 
shopkeeper of Lisbum, their general ; and having been informed 
©f colonel Supleton'fi approach, placed themselves m ambush 
on each side of the road he had to pass, about a quarter of m 
mile from Saintfield. They suffered the gratest part of die 
army to pass unmolested, and then opened a heavy fire on their 
tear, which consisted of cavalry, and so far succeeded diat Ac 
foyal army was for some time in danger of total defeat, hav* 
ing lost about fifty of their number, among whom were captain 
Chetwynd, lieutenant Unitt, and ensign Sparks, together with 
the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, who had just joined thera# 

The infantry, however, on whom the cavalry had been driven 
in confusion, rallying with a cool intrepidity, at length dislo^ed 
the rebels, who fled in the greatest disorder towards Newtown- 
ards, with a considerable loss in killed and wounded. The 
army, after retaining possession of the field of battle for tw© 
hours, retreated to Belfast. 

The day after the rebeb were defeated at Saintfield, they 
attacked a small body of troops who had taken post m d» 
market-house at Newtownards, to guard a quantity of ammuni- 
tion, baggage, &c. These finding they could not withstand ths 
superior force of the enemy, at length consented to capitulate, 
and marched to Belfast. 

Having now gained a considerable quantity of ammtmitkui^ 
and litde discouraged by the defeat at Saintfield, the rebels re* 
assembled and took post at Ballynahinch, on <he Windmill-hill, 
and at the house and in the demesne of lord Moira# 

On the twelfth of June general Nugent marched against 
them from Belfast, with a detachment of the 22d dragoons, the 
Monaghan militia, and some yeomen cavalry and infantry ; and 
was joined by colonel Stewart with his party from Downpatrick^ 
making in all near fifteen hundred men. After a few dischir- 
ges of artillery the rebels were driven from the hill, and obliged 
to join their friends at lord Moira's, with the loss of a colond 
who was taken and hanged. General Nugent then took pos8ta# 
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&ioa of the hiU^ and.bpth akmies spent the night in preparations 
for battle, which began on the morning of the thirteenth, when 
the town was set on fire by the king's troops. The action was 
maintained with little or no execution, the rebel cannon being 
snudi, and the shells from the royal army bursting in the air« 
At length the Monaghan militiai with two field-pieces, posted 
at the great gate, were attacked with such determined courage 
by the rebel pikemen, that they were obliged to fall back on tfie 
Hillsborough cavalry^ who also retired in great confusion. The 
' troops afterwards found means to rally, while the Argyleshire 
fencibles were making dieir attack on another quarter. The 
rebels^ confused and distracted, retreated up the hill, and making 
a resolute stand at its summit, at a kind of fortification defend* 
ed that post for a considerable time, but were at length com* 
pelled to give way in all directions, with the loss of their cannon 
and about two hundred men in killed and wounded. 

The loss of the king's army in this engagement may have 
amounted to about forty, of whom two were officers, captdia 
£vatt killed and lieutenant Ellis wounded. 

The main body of rebels retreated to the mountains of Sleeve 
Croob, where diey soon after separated and returned to their 
several homes. Som^ of the leaders were soon after apprehend* 
ed and executed, smd thus terminated thi^ short and partial but 
active and vigorous insurrection. 

On the eleventh of June the rebels made an attack upon the 
town of Portaferry, but were repulsed by a small party of 
yeomanry, under the command of captain Matthews, assisted by 
the fire of a revenue cruiser, commanded by captain Hopkins^ 
with the loss of forty men. 

^ On the subsiding of this local rebellion in the north-eastern 
quarter of Ireland, another local rebellion, much inferior in 
vigour, and vory easily suppressed, commenced in die opposite 
south-western quarter, in the county of Cork. Accompanied 
with the same kind of violent acts as elsewhere in the soutl;], 
and exhibiting nothing extraordinary or peculiar, it requires 
Utde notice. The principal action, and the only one which 
government has thought proper to communicate to the public, 

LI 
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took place near the vilage of Ballynascarty, where, on the nine- 
teenth of June, two hundred and twenty men of the Westmeath 
regiment of militia, with two six-pounders, under the command 
of their lieutenant-colonel,- sir Hugh O'Reilly, were attacked 
on their march from Cloghnakilty to Bandon by a body of 
between three and four hundred men, armed almost all with 
pikes. ITiis was only a part of the rebel force, here placed in 
ambush in a ver}' advantageous position. The attack was made 
from a height on the left of the column, so unexpectedly and 
yapidly, that the troops had scarcely time to form ; but the ais* 
sailants were quickly repulsed with somb loss, and retreated to 
the height. Here, if die soldiers had pursued them, from which * 
they were widi great difficulty restramed, they would probably 
have been surroimded and slaughtered like the North- Cork de- 
tachment at Oulart. While the officers were endeavouring to 
form the men again, a body of rebels were making a motion to 
seize the cannon, and another body made its appearance on the 
high grounds in its rear ; but, at the critical moment, a hundred 
men of the Caithness legion, imder the command of major Innes, 
who on their march to Cloghnakilty had heard the report of 
guns, came to their assistance, and by a brisk fire put the assail* 
•nts to flight on one side, after which those who were on the 
heists behind retired on receiving a few discharges of the 
artillery. The loss of the rebels in this action may periiapt 
have amounted to between fifty and a hundred men; diat of the 
royal troops, by the commander's account, only to a sergeant 
imd a private.'' 

During all this time the metropolis remained perfectly tram- 
qui], except in cases of alarm within and accounts of hostilities 
in the country. Soon after the rebellion broke out, a number 
of gentlemen, apprehended as rebel leaders, in the city, were 
tried and executed, among whom were Henry and John Sheares^ 
Lord Comwallis, who had been appointed lord lieutanant, 
made his entrance into Dublin on the twentieth of June, which 
was soon after left by lord Camden, who retired to England. 

On the tenth of July a proclamation was publishec^ in the 
Dublin Gazette, offering a general pardon and protection to the 
insurgents, in case of their surrendering and returning to theii: 
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allegiance. This proclamation produced an agreement between 
government and the chiefs of the United Irish, by which the 
latter and all others who should avail themselves of the offer, 
including Mr. Oliver Bond, then under sentence of death, were 
to give every information concerning their transactions, and to 
quit the kingdom^ on condition of beings pardoned. The agree- 
ment was signed on the twenty-ninth of July by seventy-three 
persons, and six of the principal leaders, among whom were 
Dr. MfNevin, Thomas Addis Emmett, Arthur O'Connor, and 
Samuel Neilson, who gave details on oath in their examinations 
before the secret committees of both houses of parliament. 

Notwithstanding this agreement, fifteen of the principal pri- 
soners were detained in custody. IVIr. Oliver Bond died sud- 
denly in prison. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 



HHEIILE government was led to conclude that this bloody 
and desolating civil war was completely quelled^ the rebellion 
again burst forth in a quarter where it had been least of all 
expected, and where not the smallest sign of disaffection had 
appeared* "We allude to the provmce of Connaught. TTiis 
quarter, however, waa roused to insurrection by the landing in 
the bay of Killalla, on tfie twenty-second of August, of eleven 
hundred French troops, including seventy officers, with a con*- 
siderable quantity of Arms, clothing, and ammunition, under the 
command of general Humbert. These were disembarked 
from three frigates, and formed only the vanguard of that army 
which afterwards fell a prey to a British squadron.. 

The garrison of the town of Killalla^ consisting of only fifty 
men, thirty of whom were yeomen, the remainder a detachment 
of the Prince of Wales fencibles> after a spirited attempt to op- 
pose the entrance of the French vanguard, between seven and 
eight o'clock of the evening of the twenty-second, were obliged 
to retreat with precipitaUon, having two of their number killed ; 
and lieutenant Sills of the fencibles, captsdn Kirkwood of the 
yeomen^ and nineteen privates taken prisoniu^* 
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^ All opposition being now at an cfnd," says the narrator* of 
what passed at Killalla after the landbg of the French troopst 
" the French general marched into the castk yard al the head 
of his officers, and demanded to see Mons. PEveque. Very for- 
tunately for his family, and> indeed, as it afterwards appeared, 
for the town and neighbourhood, the bishop was tolerably fluent 
in the French language, having in his youth had the advantage 
of foreign traveL Humbert desired him to be under no appre- 
hension, himself and all his people should be treated with the 
most respectful attention^ and nothing should be taken by the 
French troops but what was absolutely necessary for their sup- 
port : a promise which^ as long as those troops continued at 
Killalla, was most reUgiously observed^ excepting only a small 
8ally of ill humour or roughness on the part of the commandeer 
towards the bishop^ which shall be related presendy. 

^ In the midst of all his hurry in giving the necessary orders 
for landing the remainder of his force, and appointing their 
quarters, general Humbert found time that very evening to 
enter into a very long conversation with the bishop on the 
subject of his invasion, and the sanguine hopes he entertained 
of its speedy and complete success. Such a powerful armament 
was to be sent out without delay from the Frenph ports, to 
Second his primary adventure, that not a doubt could in reason 
subsist, but Ireland would be a free and happy nation, undejr ' 
the protection of France, within thp space of a month. A 
directory was immediately to be set up in the province of 
Connaught, some of the mew4>ers of which were already ap- 
pointed ; but there was still a place for a person of the ability 
and consequence of the bishop of ELillalla, if he chose to em- 
brace the fortunate opportunity at once of serving himself and 
liberating his country* The bishop at that time made no answer 
except by a bow to the personal compliment ; but when the 
application was afterwards seriously repeated to him in their 
common bed-chamber, by the two principal officers, Humbert 
and Serrasin, he smiled, and said he had taken too many oath^ 
af allegiance to his sovereign to have it in his power to change. 

* Supposed t« be the bishop of Killalla. 
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They replied he was a man of honour, and that it was bar 
from the intention of their government to force liberty upoa 
any man. 

" The remainder of the first evening was employed in a strict 
examination of captain Kirkwood^ the magistrate, as to the sup* 
plies that could be drawn from the town and neighbourhood to 
assist the progress of the invaders. The queries were inter* 
preted by some Irish officers^who came with the French. Mr* 
Kirkwood answered with such an appearance of frankness and 
candour that he gained the esteem of the French general, who 
told him he wa§ on his parole, and should have full permissioa 
to return to his family and attend to his private affairs. But this 
good humour between them did not continue long. Kirkwood 
had a sickly wife, an amiable woman, of whom he was doatingly 
fond. Tlie terror of the invasion wrought so upon her weak 
nen^es, that aTter escaping on the first night to , the castle^ she 
crept away the day after Xo some* hiding place in the mountains, 
four or five miles from the town, from which she sent word to 
her husband that she was but just alive. Attentive only to her, 
he forgot his parole of honour to the French ; and it was not tffl 
after he had been some time by his wife's bed-side, diat he 
recollected the circumstance of his having transgressed the 
bounds within which he had promised to confine himself. Not 
knowing what punishment he might have incurred by this 
breach of die laws of war, he took the desperate resolution of 
withdrawing himself to the wild district of Erris, about tea 
miles from Killalla, on the sea coast, into which a carriage can* 
not pass, as it is a frightful track of bog and mountain, though 
tolerably well peopled. Here he remained several days with 
only one attendant, in constant dread of being robbed and mur- 
dered by the rebels, and forced to take up his residence at night 
in caves among the rocks, when he could not reach a smoky hat 
belonging to some peasant whom he could trust. At one time 
especially, he owed his life to the good oflSces of Ferdinazid 
O'Donnel, a young man, a tenant under the see Killalla, who 
was soon to make a conspicuous figure in these trouhlea* 
O'Donnel had been employed in some little po^t in the revenue 
at Cork, whence he had lately returned to hia own country, to 
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look after his small farm, and to take care of his mother, a young 
brother^ and sisters. He knew Mr. Kirkwood; as indeed no 
man was better known nor more popular in all that neighbour- 
hood, being a good-humoured man, well versed in the Irish 
language, and useful as a merchant conducting an extensive 
trade between Killalla and the Irish and English ports. With 
difficulty O'Donnel was able to protect the fugitive for one night 
only in his farm-house ; but he incurred the hatred of the rebels 
00 much for this act of humanity, that after sending away Kirk- 
wood in the morning, he was fain to take the road to Killalla 
himself the same day. It is more than probable, however, that 
be was glad of the pretence for running to the scene of action, 
where his vanity whispered him, that he should find occasion 
to distinguish himself. Kirkwood soon after, by the help of a 
trusty protestant of the name of Rogers, contrived to make his 
situation known to the bishop, who represented the business to 
the French pfficers in such a light, as proceeding merely from 
inadvertence^ that a passport was granted, in consequence of 
which, ]Hr. Kirkwood, after many intervening perils, found 
tneans to get back to Killalla. There he had reason to mourn 
over the ill consequences of the hasty step he had taken, when 
he quitted the defence of his house and property. Enraged at 
bis breach of parole, the French had taken every thing they 
wanted out of his stores ; oats, salt, and iron, to a considerable 
amount ; nor had they been careful to prevent depredations by 
the rebels in his dwelling-house, as they would have done if he 
had not fled; so that when he returned, he found it almost a 
wreck. 

** But it is time to look back to what happened at the casde 
in the commencement of the invasion. .For a century past 
Ireland had known nothing of the horrors of war, but from 
description. Our obscure comer of the island had less reason 
than almost any other part to look for a disturbance from foreign 
enemies. Neither was there just cause of suspicion^ that the 
county of Mayo, at least, had caught any portion of that malig* 
nant spirit of disloyalty and religious intolerance, the effects of 
which in the county of Wexford, we in Connaught had been 
lately deploring, not without a mixture of gratulation on our 
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own escape from Ae like. It is not to be wondered, diprefore^ 
if taken in the midst of profound security, the inhabitaots were 
seized with a panic, as general a3 it was terrible. 

^< The diuing-room at the castle^ which a few minutes before 
witnessed nothing but mirth and festivity, was fiUed iounadi- 
ately, from one end to the other, with French officers and 
soldiers, dragging in arms and baggage, with prisgners under- 
going examination ; and in one part with a surgeon and assisttantis 
dressing a severe wound received in the late skirmish by a 
surly-looking officer of the French granadiers. All the lower 
part of the house, together with the court-yard, and offices, wa^ 
occupied by the soldiery, to the number of at least three hun- 
dred. And here it would be an act of great injustice to the 
excellent discipline constandy maintained by these invaders 
while they remained in our town, not to remark^ that with eveiy 
temptation to plunder^ which the time and die number of valu« 
able articles within their- reach presented to them, from a side- 
boa^-d of plate and glasses^ a hall filled widi hat?, whips, and 
great coats, as well of the guests as of the family, not a sin^ 
particular of private property was found to have been ouried 
away, when the owners, after the first fright was over, came to 
look for their effects, which was not for a day or two after the 
landing. Immediately upon entering the dining-room, a French 
officer had called for the bishops buUer, and gathering up the 
spoons and the glasses, had desired him to take them to his 
pantry. 

** On the middle floor of the new house, the drawing-room 
was converted into a prison for the yeomen, till they were sent 
on the twenty-sixth to Ballina, when it returned to, the posses- 
sion of the family. A store-room on the same floor was left 
undisturbed ; the two bed-chambers adjoining were reserved 
for the general and his principal officers. The attic story, con- 
taining a librar}'^ and three bed-chambers, continued sacred to 
the bishop and his family. And so scrupulous was the delicacy 
of the French not to disturb the female part of the house, 
that not one of them was ever seen to go higher than the middle 
floor, except on the evening of their success at Casdebar, when 
two officers begged leave just to carry to the family the jiews ot 
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the battle, and seemed a litde mortified that the intdligence was 
received with an air of dissatisfaction. 

^^ It is not easy by any force of language to convey an ade* 
quate idea of the miseries of that first night, which succeeded 
to the landing of the enemy. To 'the terrified imaginations 
ef the t6wn's people, the casde instandy presented itself, as the 
only place where they could have a chance of safety. Thither 
accordingly they fled, widiout distinction of age» sex, or condi* 
tion^ forcing their way into every comer of the house and o£Bces^ 
occupying die stair-cases, spreading through the bed-chamber9^ 
and some of them even thrusting themselves and their children 
into the same beds with the infants of the bishop's family. 
Women that had lain sick in their beds for a mcmth before^ 
and' one old lady past eighty, who was bed-rid, and believed to 
be at the point of death, gathering strength from despsur, con* 
tiived to work their way to the very top of the house. Chairs 
were placed round the lobby of ^the attic story^ aa which the 
fieunily, with some of their principal acquaintance, remained 
withoi]^ a thought of repose for the whole night. Indeed the 
leaden hand of sleep could not have closed any eye-lids but those 
•f an in&nt. The whole house resounded like a bedlam with 
the loquacity of the Frenchmen below, and the shrieks and 
groans of the fugitives above. Among the last there wanted 
not some, who sought consolation from the whiskey bottie, in 
consequence of which they became presendy so clamorous and 
troublesome, that it was necessary to restrain them by force. 

^ Of the company that had dined at the castie that day, two 
dergymen made their escape on foot, and gained the neighbour^ 
ing mountains, leaving their horses to be seized by the Frenclu 
The dean of Killalla^ (parish minister of the town) the Rev. 
Thomas Thompson^ brought his wife and children from his 
own dwelling to the castie, where they were sheltered with the. 
cordiality due to the uncommon excellence of their character, 
and continued there till, a gracious Providence wrought our 
deliverance. The bishop luid every reason to rejoice^ that in 
his distress he should have been so fortunate as to be assisted 
by tiie judgment, the steadiness, and temper, of dean Thompsoa 
and doctor Ellison. This last gentleman indeed continued with 

Mm 
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him but one week, being dismbsed on his parole to Casdebar ^ 
but wherever he was, the bishop felt the beneficial eflRects of his 
active and friendly dbposition. The Rev. Robert Nixoof curate 
of the parish^ a most worthy and valuable young man# was alao 
an inmate at the castle during the whole time of A^ troubles^ 
The Rev. l^fr* Litde^ from the neighbouring parish^ of Lackan^ 
embraced the same asylum, after he had been driven from hift 
parMUiage by the insurgents, who left him neither house nor 
property. The bishop's own family consisted of himselfy his 
lady, hb sister-in-law, Mrs. Cope, the Rev. James Burrowes 
(private tutor,) a young nephew, anc). eleven children.* The 
servants were thirteen in number. 

^ On the morning after his arrival, Humbert began his mili« 
tary operations by pushing f<nwards to Ballina a detachment 
<lf ahundred men, forty of whom he mounted on the best hoTBes 
he could lay his hand upon in the country. On the road he 
concealed under the arch of a bridge, adjoining to Killalla, 
ft sergeant's guard, to watch the motions of any stragling por^ 
from the enemyi a measure of prudence which proved fatal to 
Ike Rev. (3eorge Fortescue (nephew to Lord Clermont) a cler* 
g3rman of die dioces^ of the ftdrest character. This jroung 
gendeman, who had been enrolled in his brother's troop,^ in the 
eoun^ of Louth, had put himself at the head of a reconnoitring 
party fit>m Ballina, and falling in with the ambuscade, received 
m wound in his groin, of which he died in great agony, but 
ivith the most exemplary patience and resignation about nine 
days after. The carabineers and yeomanry of Ballina, after a 
short resistance, consulted their safety by flight, leaving the 
town and one of their company, in the hands of the French, a 
Newport cavaliert who was surprised in his bed before he had 
lime to escape. 

^ Hie person of this prisoner chancing to be large and cor- 
pukntf general Humbert chose to make a public exhibition of 
hitxiy as the spoGa opima of his victory. Placing him therefore 
in his uniform, at his left hand, in a curricle drawn by xsm 

* Mrs. Stock had four other children abroad, two married 
daughters, and two officers senring ii^ the army. 
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handsome horses, late the property of poor Mr. Fortescue, tht 
general rode back from Ballina into KUlalla in triumph, aikiidst 
the acclamations of a crowd of peasaatry, as well as of his ar^ 
my. The indolent captive, as he carried his eyes quietly round 
die throng, looked not unlike a sea-lion just awaked out of 
his sleep* 

^< In war, it is said, the first success is evety thing* The 
maxim was at least verified here^ by the instant accession of 
many hundreds of the country people to thd cause df thfe 
French, which they affected to style the cause of Ireh^ and 
liberty^ A green flag was mounted over the castle gate^ with 
the inscription erin go bragh^ importing, as lam told, Arbmd 
for ever! This flag was the signal to invite as many as had 
die spirit to assert their freedom to join a brave people^ who 
were come for no other purpose but to make them independent 
and happy. The generous purpose was to be forwarded by the 
immediate delivery of arm6, ammunition, and dodiing, to the 
new levies of the country. Property was to be inviolable^ 
Ready money was to come over in the ships expected eVery 
day from France*- In the mean time> whatever was broug^ 
in voluntarily, or taken by necessity to answer the occasions of 
the army^ should be punctually pdd for in drafts on the fticnre 
directory, of which the owners of the goods demanded were 
courteously invited to accept. For the first two or three days 
many people did apply far such drafts to the French commio^ 
sary of stores, whose whole time af^ared to be taken up with 
writing them. Indeed the bishop himself was of opinkm^ thai 
the losers would act wisely to accept of them; not, as he told 
the people, that they would ever i»t>duce pa)rment where it was 
promised, but because they might serve as documents to our own 
government, when at a ftiture period it should come to inquire 
into tile losses sustained by its lojral subjects. The trouble, 
however^ of the commissary, in issuing drafts on a bank in 
prospect, was not of long duration. Hie people smiled firsts 
and he joined in the smile himself at las^ when he oflfered the 
airy security. 

^ But if cash was wanting, the promise of clothing and arms 
to the recruits was made good on the spot, and to a consider^ 
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able extent. Chests, containing eadi forty fusils, and others 
filled with new French uniforms^ and gaudy helmitst bemg 
h^ped together in the castle*]rard, the first that offered dieir 
senrtce, received complete clothing; and these, by credible re- 
port, were about a thousand in number. The next comers, 
who were at least as many, had every thing but shoes and 
stockings. To the last, arms only were given. And of arms 
colonel Charost assured the bishop not less than five t&ousapd 
five hundred stand were in this place delivered out to the in- 
surgents* The musquets were pronounced, by those who were 
judges of {hem^ to be well fabricated, though their bore was 
too small to admit English bullets. The carabines were re- 
markable for their goodness. Swords and pistob, of which 
.there was no great plenty, were reserved as marks of distinc- 
tion, to be distributed only to the rebel officers. 

<< It was^a melancholy spectacle to those in the castle to wit- 
ness the eagerness with which the unfortunate rustics pressed 
forward to lay hold of these fiital traj^ings, the sure harbingers 
of their own speedy destruction. A very litde penetration was 
required to discover the madness of expecting* final success in 
an enterprise conducted by such a force, against an army at that 
time in the kingdom, of probably not less than a hundred thou- 
sand men. But though the bait was visible to people of 
any sense, to the multitude it certainly was in no small degree 
during. . 

^^ The uncombed, ragged peasant^ who had. never before 
known the luxury of shoes and stockings^ now washed, pow- 
deredf and full dressedf was metamorphosed into another beings 
tiie rather because the far greater part of these mountaineers 
were by no means deficient either in sise or person^ ^ Look aft 
these poor fellows,' said Humbert widi an air of triumph to the 
bishop, ^ they are made^ you find, of the same stuff widi oiu> 
selves.' A still stronger temptation offered itsdf, to people un* 
accustomed to animd food, in a full enjo)nnent of fresh meat. 
The least allowance of beef for a day was one pound to each 
recruit. This was devoured with an avidity, that excited 
sometimes the mirth, sometimes the contempt of their French 
asiiotiates. An officer protested, that having for omosity 
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trusted an Irishman at Once with an allowance of eight 
pounds of dressed meat, he saw the creature throw himself on 
the ground and begin to gnaw it so eagerly, that he was sure 
he would not rise until he had consumed it. 

^ The expectation of spoil undoubtedly came in for a full 
share of the inducements that prompted the indigent to shake 
off the restraints of civil rule, and armed him against his weal* 
thy neighbours. It is a debt due to justice, however, to ob- 
serve that if the first who joined the enemy were enticed by 
Ix^ to a foreign standard, very many took the same road after- 
wards merely through fear. Great ^pains were taken by the 
early insurgents to frighten their neighbours into the same in- 
closure of peril with themselves, partly by the most horrid me- 
naces, in case pf refusal to Join the common cause, and partly 
by spreadmg lies of the protestants, whom they represented 
as orangemen, universally bent on the excision of the catho- 
lics. 

IThen the united weight of so many temptations is duly, es- 
timated, operating besides on a body of peasantry already es-- 
tranged from their protestant neighbours by difference of reli- 
gbn, language, and education, it will rather be matter of sur- 
prise that so little mischief wafls the result of die insurrection 
in Connaught, and that we had not the same horrid scenes of 
cruelty and religious intolerance to mourn over, as had lately 
stamped indelible disgrace on die eastern province. It is a cir^ 
cumstance worthy of particular nodce, that during the whole 
time of this civil commotion, not a drop of blood was shed by 
the Connaught rebels, except in the field of war. It is true 
the example and influence of the French went a great way to 
prevent sanguinary excesses. But it will not be deemed fair to 
ascribe to this cause alone the forbearance of which we were 
witnesses, when it is considered what a range of country lay at 
the mercy of the rebels for several days after the French power 
was known to be at an end. 

** These reflections are offered to the public as an apology 
for the opinion of certain persons who became advocates for le- 
nity, when, on the suppression of the rebellion, the treatmen|: 
due to djM^ insurgents was the objecf of discussion. Fire and 
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sword was the language of gentlemen whose loss by the 
though grievous and highly provoking, was only the loss of 
property. Milder sentiments may reasonably be allowed to 
have place in bosoms which had throbbed with the apprehen* 
sion of a greater mbchief than spoliation. E^rience had 
taught them that life is the first of worldly possession^ ;- and 
having saved that blessing themselves, they could not be in 
haste to ravish it from others. 

^^ Indeed where there hftd appeared all along so few traces 
of rancour in these poor country folk, it was impossible for a 
spectator of their actions not to pity them for their very sim- 
plicity. It was such that even the serious situation in which 
we were placed was frequently insufficient to repress our lauj^ 
ter at it. The coxcombry of the young peasants in their new 
dress j the mixture of good humour and contempt in the wea- 
ther-beaten countenances of the French, employed in making 
puppies of them ; the haste of the undressed to be as fine a^ 
their neighbours, casting away their old clothes long before it 
came to be their turn to receive the new ; above all, the merry 
activity of a handsome young fellow, a marine officer, whose 
business it was to consummate the vanity of the recruits, by 
decorating them with helmits beautifully edged with spotted 
brown paper, to look like leopard's skin, a task which he per- 
formed standing on a powder barrel, and making the helmet fit 
any skull, even the largest, by thumping it down with his fists, 
careless whether it could ever be taken off again— these were 
circumstances that would have made you smile, though you had 
been just come from seeing your house in flames. A spectacle 
not less provoking to mirth presented itself to your view, if you 
followed the new soldiers after they had received dieir ams and 
cartridges, and observed their manner of using them. It was 
common with them to put in their cartridges at the wrong end, 
and when they stuck in the passage (as they often did) Ae 
inverted barrel was set to work against the ground, till it was 
bent and useless. At first they were trusted with balls as weH 
as with powder. But this practice was not repeated^ after it 
had gone near costing his life to general Humbert. As he was 
standing at an open window in the casde, the general heard a 
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ball whistle by his ear, discharged by an awkward recruit in 
the yard below, whom he instantly punished with an unmerciful 
caning* The ball passed into the cieling, where the mark of 
it is still apparent. Lastly, it was quite unsuitable to the spirit 
of these rustic warriors to keep their iirelbcks idle till the\- 
should come in sight of an enemy, when there were so many- 
inferior animals on which they might be tried* A crowd got 
about Charost one day, clamouring. fpr a supply of powder and 
shot. * Tell them,' said the commandant, in a passion, * they 
^ shall have no more, till I am sure they will not waste their 
* charges upon ravens.' 

** The French, it is well known, are a nation ready enough 
to consider themselves superior, to any people in the world; 
but here indeed it would have begp ridiculous not to prefer the 
Gallic troops in every respect before their new allies. Intelli- 
gence, activity, temperance, patience, to a surprising degree, 
appeared to be combined in the soldiery that came over with 
Humbert, together with the exactest obedience to discipline* 
Yet if you except their granadiers, they had nothing to catch 
Ae eye. Their stature for the most part was low, their com- 
jdeidon pale and sallow, their clothes much the worse of the 
wear: to a superficial observer, they would have appeared in* 
capable of enduring almost any hardship. These were the men, 
however, of whom it was presendy observed, that they could 
be well content to live on bread or potatoes, to drink water, to 
make the stones of the street their bed, and to sleep in their 
dothes, with no covering but the canopy of heaven. One hall* 
of their number had served in Italy under Bonaparte; the rest 
were from the army of the Rhine, where they had suffered dis^ 
tresses that well accounted for thin persons and wan looks. 
Several of them declared with all the marks of sincerit}-, that 
at the siege of Mentz, during the preceding winter, they had 
for a long time slept on the ground in holes made four feet 
deep under the snow. And an officer, pointing to his leather 
small-clothes, assured the bishop, that he had not taken them 
oflF for a twelvemonth. 

*« Humbert, the leader of this singular body of men, was 
himself as extraordinary a personage as any in his army. Of 
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a good height and shape, in the full vigour of life, prompt to 
decide^ quick in execution, apparently master of his art, you 
could not refuse him the praise of a good officer, while his 
physiognomy forbad you to like him as a man. His eye, which 
was small and sleepy, (the effect probably of much watching) 
cast a side long-glance of insidiousness^ and even of cruelty; it 
was the eye of a cat, preparing to spring on her prcfy. His 
education and manners were indicative of a person sprung 
from the lowest orders of society, though he knew how, (as 
most of his countrymen do) to assume, where it was convenient, 
the dt^portment of a gentleman. For learning, he scarcely had 
sufficient to enable him to write his name- His passions were 
furious, and all his behaviour seemed marked with the charac- 
ters of roughness and violence. A narrower observation of 
him, however, served to discover, that much of this roughness 
was the result of art, being assumed with the view of extortbg 
by terror a ready compliance with his commands. Of this trudi 
the bishop himself was one of the first who had occasion to be 
made sensible. 

" Boats were necessary to transport the artillery^ and stores 
from the ships, cars and horses to forward them by land ; and 
these were to be procured without delay, the life of the present 
enterprise consisting in dispatch. High prices were offered; 
but the fishermen of Killalla at first kept out of die way; and 
of the cars none could be got,' but what were seized at the first 
onset. Application^ therefore, was made to the bishop, whDsc 
answer was (what was really true) that he had no authori^?^ in 
that place, civil or personal; that he was .not a magistrate, nor 
had time to be acquainted with the people, having settled him* 
self in the town, from another part of the kingdom, only a few 
months before. Humbert replied, that he should not have 
troubled his lordship, if the proper magistrate had not fled, in 
violation of his parole ; that he cared little, by what means the 
bishop should contrive to get him what he wanted; but as he 
was the principal inhabitant, he must and would charge him 
with the office of producing boats and cars, and that by the 
very next morning. The bishop, in Humbert's presence^ de- 
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sired his people to go out into the town, and try to convince 
(he inhabitants that the general's orders must be obeyed* 

^< Next morning) when neidier boat nor car appeared, Hum- 
bert became furious. He poured forth a torrent of vulgar abuse, 
roared, stamped, laid hts hand frequently ijpon a sc3rmitar that 
battered the ground, presented a pistol at iSie bishop's eldest 
son, and at last told die bishop himself, that he would make 
him sensible he was not to be trifled with, for he would punish 
his disobedience by sending him instandy to France. Orders 
to this effect were given on the spot to an officer, who delivered 
Imn in charge to a corporal's guard, only allowing him time to 
put on his hat. The inhabitants stared in silence, as they saw 
the bishop conducted on foot through the town. The French 
soldiers marched him at a good pace along the road that led to 
th^ shipsj and seemed to have received orders not to answer 
any of bis questions. 

^ When they had advanced about half a mile^ and were be* 
ginning to pass a hill that would have concealed the town from 
their view, they were overtaken by an express on horseback, 
with the general's orders to retunu On entering the casde, the 
bishop was hailed widi the gratulations of the French officers, 
and excuaes for the conduct of their commander, a hasty man 
they said» but very good natured. Humbert himself received 
him on the stairs with an apology for what he had done, plead- 
ing necessity, a plea which was readily admitted. Indeed the 
biMK>p had felt no apprehension at any time, that the menace 
would be seriously carried into effect. He knew the French 
could not want his presence, nor his assistance as an interpre- 
ter; aad he saw, through its disguise, the real object of Hum- 
bert's affected fury, which ended as diat officer had expected 
in the immediate appearance of the people of whom he was 
in search. The bishop's danger^ if diere was any, was so 
quickly over, that happily the greater part of his family knew 
nothing of it till it was past. ^ 

<* Scarcdy, however, had he got clear of one disagreeable 
business, when another was thrown in his way. Every thing 
being ready for a march by Saturday the twenty-fifth, the 
French general determined to leave behind him at EoUella two 

Nn 
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hundred of his own soldiers, under the command of half « 
dosen officers, to secure himself a retreatf in case of miscarriage, 
to his ammunition, a large proportion of which, to the amount 
of two hundred and eighty barrels of a hundred pounds eachy 
could not be forwaijled for want of the means of conveyance* 
But this was not the ostensible reason for leaving the meiu 
It was pretended, that they were suffered to remain out of pure 
compassion to the protestants of the vicinity, whose lives migltf 
be in danger from the new levies, while the French were else- 
where employed. 'Hostages therefore must be taken at least as 
far ^ Ballina, in exchange for the six officers that should be 
left to keep the peace at Killalla ; and the bishop was given to 
understand^ that he himself, and one of his sons, must make a 
part of the number. Remonstrances were vain* Tlie bishop 
found himself obliged to communicate the unwelcome 
tidings to the family, and to order his chabe for the following 
morning* 

*^ At no one period of their calamity, perhaps, did ihe pft» 
tience of the women sustain a ruder assault. To be separated, 
under such circumstances, for a time unknown, perhaps k/t ever 
(for it was then said and believed, that the hostages were des* 
tined to follow every where the camp and fortunes of the in- 
vaders) this was bitter knews. Afrs. Thompson, the dean's 
ladyy sunk under it into a swoon : advanced in her pregnancy, 
ehe had nerves that did not keep pace with the excellent tern* 
per of her mind* Mrs* Stock and JVIrs. Cope said mtMny 
Bkit the eye that met theirs during that scene of anguish, £bc^ 
a dimness at the reviewal of it* 

^ Next morning (Sunday) the prospect cleared up a litde, 
thou^ still unpleasant* The general had changed his mind, 
and would accept of the bishop's eldest son in place of the 
frther* It was a strange alleviation of pain, to be derived from 
exposing to danger a son, who had found favour with every 
body that knew him, as well as widt his parents. But the 
youth (a college lad under nineteen) thouight nothing of a 
danger from which his father was exempted^ and went off 
cheerfully with the other four hostages^ whom the. bishop was 
ordered to nominate^ for Humbert had consented to take but 
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one of the sons instead of two* The £oar named were Jolm 
Knox, Esq. of Bartrach^ Thomas Kirkwoodf lieutenant of tht 
Tyrawley cavalry; James Sudege, custom-house officer; and 
the curate, Mr. Nixon. 

^ With a levity which seemed to mark the general tenor of 
his conduct, Humbert signified to the hostages, presently after 
their arrival at Ballina, that they were at liberty to go homo 
again. He himself marched his forces directly towards CastU'^ 
bar, leaving one True, an ignorant brutal officer, with a few 
French^ and a rabble of the Irish, to retain possession of Ballina^ 
True would not confirm the indulgence granted by the gene^* 
ral, till die day following; so that the five gentlemen passed « 
most unquiet night amidst a crew of drunken and insolent 
vebels, with scarcely any accommodation. The horses on which 
ihey rode to Ballina, were not to be foimd next day; but the 
hostages ^ere glad to find their way back again oh foot. 

«* The charge of Killalla, with the tide of commandant, was 
committed to M. Charost, chefde deini-^rigade^ which answers 
to our title of lieutenant colonel. The choice proved a fortunate 
one for the town ; Charost being a man of sense and honour, in 
short) in every respect the opposite of True. .This officer began 
his command by obliging die bishop so far as to grant a passport 
to captain Hill, the worthy register of the diocese, empowering 
him to go home to Limerick. By him the bishop found the 
much-desired opportunity of conveying a letter to his friends 
in Dublin^ the only one they received from him till the town 

"was recovered. A verbal account, however, of the family, 
was carried to Dublin by doctor Ellison, who got leave from 
Charost, on the twenty-ninth, to return to Casdebar, from which 
town he followed his lady and family to the capital. Mr. John 
Thompson, the dean's brother^ was permitted, at the same time 
with doctor Ellison, to go to his house in Casdebar^ where he 
hospitably entertained the bishop's son Arthur, when he was 

. presendy after sent to the same town in quality of hostage. 

^ Though the enemy took away nothing with them, when 

they moved, but what was necessary for their operations in 

the fieldf yet that necessity was found to comprehend the best 

part of what the country possessed, whether of stock or victuals. 
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The bishop's larder and cellar, both plentifully stored at thai 
season, scarcely sufficed for three days* Every dung that he 
had in the fields disappeared: com, potatoes^ catde^ were aH 
wanted, and taken from hini, before any thing was touched that 
belonged to the poor. Of his kitchen grate so incessant use 
was made, from early morning even to midnight^ that the 
chimney was on fire more than once,, and in the Buddie of 
sununer, above tlurty tons of coals lasted only one month. 
His stables yielded nine horses of his own (most of them good 
ones) with prefer furniture ; and his guests contributed about 
half a dozen more. The coach-house was stript of nothing 
but harness; those brave officers despising the luxury of a 
chaise. Cars, carts, and a large wagon, with their furniture, 
went of course. In three days he had lost to the value of six 
hundred pounds. But it was clear, that evcA this damage was 
nothing in comparison of what he must have sustsuned, if he 
had fled, (as he was advised, and even offered the means to do) 
on the first approach of the French. The rum of his house 
and furniture, both valuable, would have been the consequence; 
not to speak of the mischiefs throughout the neighbourhood, 
which he was happy enough by his presence and exertions to 
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ON the twcnty'*fourth of August, Lord Comwallis received 
intelligence of the landing of the French troops, and immedi- 
ately ordered a force, which was thought to be more than suf* 
ficient for the purpose, to proceed to that quarter. Major- 
general Hutchinson arrived at Castlebar on the twenty-fifth, 
from Galway, and was joined the following night by lieutenant- 
general Lake, who had been ordered by lord Comwallis to take 
the command of the forces assembled in Connaught, to oppose 
the French army. The forces then collected amounted to 
between three and four thousand men; yet the generals did not 
wish to attack the enemy until more forces arrived; therefore 
intended to remain at Casdebar a few days. General Hum- 
bert wisely chose the offensive rather than the defensive part 
in the attack ; and accordingly marched with the utmost dili- 
gence to attack the forces at Casdebar, and would have sur- 
prised the king's army before day-light, had it not been for 
the extreme ruggedness of the roads by which he advanced* 

Very few of the inhabitants joined the French on their 
landing at ELillalla; but when the latter gained possession of 
Ballina, great numbers flocked to their standard, and received 
the arms and clothing which had been sent for them by the 
French government. 

Li order to excite rebellion before too powerful an army 
coul4 pos^bly be collected to overwhelm hinv, general Humbert 
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determined to attack the forces at Casdebar; he therefore com- 
menced hir march early in the morning of the twenty-aixtht 
with about eight hundred French troops, and near two thousand 
of the Irish peasantry. Instead of the common road wluch 
goes through the town of Foxford, where general Taylor with 
a body of troops, had been stationed, to watch the movements 
of the enemy, Humbert advanced over mountains which had 
hitherto been deemed impassable to an armyy and where his 
further progress might have been stopped by a single aunpany, 
with two pieces of artillery, at a place called the gap of Bar- 
nageehy, six miles from Casdebar, had our army been apprised 
of bis approach in that direction. The ardllery of the invaders 
consisted of only two small curricle guns, the carriage of one of 
which had broke down, owing to the ruggedness of the road» 
and caused a considerable delay in dieir marchy which was very* 
fortunate for our army. 

At two o'clock in the morning of the twenty-sevei^ in» 
formation was received at Casdebar, of the approach of the 
enemy through the mountains. At seven they were wtd&in 
three miles of the town. Our army was inmiediately drawn 
up in an advantageous position, with fourteen pieces of ardUery^ 
between the town and the assailants. The royal army was 
greatly superior to that of the French, both in numbers and 
fireshness of the men, who were free from fatigucy while the 
enemy were almost exhausted with scrambling over the moun* 
tains, near twenty hours, without repose, from which circum- 
stanch our troops promised themselves an easy victory. In the 
beginning of die action, appearances were favourable to their 
expectations, as the enemy were three times driven back by die 
fire of our artillery, which was well managed under die direc- 
tions of captain Shortall. These veterans, however, were de- 
termined not to retreat; 'though from the appearance and ex- 
cellent disposition of our army, they expected nothing but to 
be obliged to surrender themselves prisoners of war, and as At 
Irish insurgents were as yet of litde or no use to them in an 
engagement. The enemy then filed away in small parties» 
bodi to the right and left^ as if they intended to BiXstck our 
4roops in flank, and some of them advanced to the left, so as al^ 
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most to touch the pomts of the Frazer fencibks. The French 
had lost many of their number^ principally by the fire of our 
artillery, and had fired very few shots, when the royal army, 
seized with an unaccountable panic, broke on all sides,, notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of the officers, and retreated in 
the greatest confusion into the town, and when the enemy ad* 
vanced they fled on the road to Tuam. 

A small party of French soldiers pursued die flying army 
upwards of a mile from the town, when a par^ of lord Ro* 
den's cavalry wheeled and cut them down. 

Still our army seemed panic struck, and retreated so preci- 
pitately as to reach the town of Tnam, thirty miles from Cas* 
debar, in the evening of the same day, and after a short re- 
freshment, retired still farther towards Athlouey wliere an officer 
~ of cavalry, with sixty of his men, arrived at one o'clock on 
Tuesday the twenty-ninth ; having performed a m^rch of sixty- 
three mites in twenty*seven hours ! 

Our army lost fourteen pieces of artillery in this unexpected 
defeat; four of which were curricle guns. The loss of men 
was stated at fifty-three killed^ thirty-four wounded^ and two 
hundred and seventy-nine missing. Among the woundied were 
two lieutenants and three sergeants; and among the missing 
were two staff-officers, two majors, three captains^ six lieutenants^ 
three ensigns* ten setjeants, and two drummers. 

^ A melancholy proof* that treason had a hand in the success 
of the French at Casdebar, was soon exhibited in the bishop's 
court-yard. Fifty-three deserters from the Longford militia 
marched in, amidst the shouts of the multitude, with their coats 
turned, and there exchanged the uniforms given them by their 
sovereign, for the blue coats of France ! It was a strange 
sig^t, and to protestant spectators, most provoking. To com- 
fort the bishop, the commissary made him a present of the de- 
serters' uniforms. He took the gift, foreseeing that he should 
ere long find naked bodies in plenty to cover with them. Re- 
port said* that in a few days the rebel camp at Killalla was 
joined by foiu^core more deserters from die Longford and 
Kilkenny militia. Not a man of these infamous betrayers of 
their king and country returned alive to his home* 
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^ From the day that succeeded the battle of Castlebar^ Au* 
gust twenty-eight, suspence was kept alive at Killalla, by Ac 
report of cannon on the inland side, and by die appearance of 
a squadron of frigates in the ofSng, which were called French 
or English according to the wishes of the spectators. These 
ships varied in numberf from one or two to five, appearing 
irresolute what course to take, till at length three* went off to- 
wards Sligo ; a fourth, of thirty-two guns, with a cutter of six- 
teen, continuing hovering in the bay^ and was at one time near 
losing her cutter on the bar. The Frendi cherished hopes that 
it might be the squadron they expected from Brest, till on die 
thirtieth they saw the single frigate send out her boats to destroy 
two trading vessels, of which the French had taken possession^ 
one to transport their ammunition, just landed, tiie other to 
supply the town with forty ton of oatmeal. The crew of this last, 
seven Frenchmen, were carried to the frigate. The two sloops 
continued burning all night, and part of the next day. Some of 
the poor town's-people, venturing to board the oatmeal sloop, 
to save what they could of so tempting a provision, narrowly 
escaped death by an eighteen-pounder from the frigate. 

" As long as the two hundred French soldiers were suffered 
to remain for the defence of Killalla, the protestant inhabitants 
felt themselves perfectly secure, the number of insurgents, 
that poured in from the country to a camp they formed in the 
bishop's demesne, increased every hour. Th£ case was sadly 
altered from the first of September. On tfiat day the com- 
mandant showed the bishop an order he had received from 
general Humbert to send away immediately to Castiebar the 
whole French garrison of Killalla, none excepted, but M. Cha- 
rost himself, .and another officer of the name of Ponson. These 

■• « These were, as we learned afterwards, the Doris, of thirty- 
six guns, Lord Ranelagh; the Melampus, ditto, capt. Moore; 
and the Fox cutter of twelve guns, lieutenant Walsh. The ves* 
sols that stayed were the Cerberus, thirty-two gunS) IB pounders, 
captain M^Namara, and the Hurler cutter, captain J. Norwuyt 
carrying sixteen carronades, 18 -pounders.*' 
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two were to keep the town with about two hundred of the 
Irish recruits* 

. " All the horrors, that had been acted at Wexford, now 
stared the loyalists in the face* * Famished wolves are closing 

* us on every side,' said they to Charost, * and what can two 

* men effect, though ever so brave and vigilant 2' The com- 
mandant desired them to be quiet, assuring them that he would 
part with his own life sooner than abandon them; but he told 
t)ie bishop, that as^ by. staying here to protect the protestants^ 
he ran the hazard of losing his Qwn liberty, he thought it but 
reasonable that one of the bishop's sons should go with the 
troops to Castlebar, to be an hostage for his person, in case of 
tiie English becoming again masters of Killalla. To this the 
bishop could not object* His second and third sons, therefore^ 
drew lots, and the chance falling on Arthur, the third son> a lad 
juit sixteen, he v/i^ sent away about seven in the evening, on a 
poor jade ill accoutred, to travel all night with the French* 
From that day till the engagement at Killalla, about three 
weeks after, his parents could hear nothing irom him, nor he 
from them; so strictly were die passes guarded* 

«< Immediately after the departure of the foreigners, the 
commandant applied himself to make provision for the security 
of the district entrused to him. A strong patrole, in different 
bodies, was ordered to parade through the town and its en* 
vironsy to the distance of three miles, every night* But as re- 
ports of robberies and midnight assaults came in continually^ 
M* Charost thought it advisable to issue a proclamation, m- 
viting all the inhabitants^ without distinction of religion or par- 
ty, to come to him^ and receive arms and ammunition for their 
own defence, under no other condition than a promise of re- 
storing them to him when he should call for them* The offer 
was presendy embraced by the towns' people, especially by the 
protestant part of them, who were most exposed to dangery 
and had beien.forcec}, at the beginning of the invasion, to deli- 
ver up their arms to the French. A distribution accordingly 
began to be made in the casde-yard, on the evening of Septem- 
ber first* 

^ The commspadant had now an opportunity of judgiogi 
O o 



Digitized 



by Google 



290 REBELUON IN IBELAND. 

whether the fears of the protestants from their popish neigh- 
bours were justly founded. As the patrole was setting at that 
time, the rebels, (all Romanists) began to murmur at trusting 
arms to the protestant townsmen, which tiiey were sure, tiiey 
said, would be employed against the French and tiieir allies 
the moment an English force appeared. Nor did the muti" 
neers want a leader. One Mulheeran, a rebel officer, was their 
spokesman, a strong-made young fellpw, who defended hiai- 
self afterwards like a lion at the batde|of KiUalla against three 
or four troopers^ all cutting Wm with their swords, and did not 
fall till his skull was hacked to -pieces. This man resisted the 
commandant to his face, and went so far as to throw down the 
arms he had received fr6m the French^ when C!hah>8t tdd him 
he would trust all alike with arms, who chose to take a mus- 
quet in their own defence. The bbhop laboured hard to 
pacify the malecontents, amidst darkness and'damour, and the 
confusion of three languages. 

^ After an hour's struggle, several of the protestants, intimi^ 
dated ;by tiie menaces of the others, remmed the arms they bad 
received, and said they would trust themselves to the protec-r 
tion of die patrole ; which put an end, for that nig^ to the 
disturbance. 

" It was renewed, however, the two following days with un- 
abating violence-; till at length the protestants, harassed by do* 
miciliary visits of armed rebels in search of concealed weapons, 
agreed in a petition to the commandant that he would caU in by 
proclamation what he had given out, and forbid in future any 
person's appearing in arms, except recruits for the Froich ser- 
vice. The terror of being thus stript of the means of defieiice was 
exaggerated by the alarming accounts of depredations oa every 
side of Xillalla, to the distance of several miles. Not a night 
passed, but some house was rifled; scarce an hour in the (by 
elapsed, in which the bishop was not importuned to lay some la- 
mentation before the commandant, or to send out aome guard 
for protection. 'Willing to 60 his best, he interpreted, he 
drew up petitions, he disps^tched guards to protestant families 
in the neighbourhood, he went from house to house in the town 
to inquiit after abuses, tiU m the evening always, and frequent- 
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ly in the day tine^ he was forced to dirow himself on a bed, 
unable to keep his feet. Yet his health and appetite seemed 
to be improved by the extraordinary fatigue, nor did he ever in 
his life sleep better. 

*^ But if it was doubtful whether arms might safely be 
committed to every inhabitant of Killalla, it admitted no dis- 
pute at all that the town could not exist without some form of 
civil government* Depredators crowded in hourly frpm the 
countrv, to thfc equal annoyance and terror of every body who 
bad property, whether catholic or protestant. The French, it 
was Said, had divided the town and neighbourhood of Casdebar 
into districts, appointing over each a municipal officer, with a 
gifiuxl at his cdBMnand, properly armed for the public defence ; 
and the scheme bad there had the desired success. A procla- 
matickn was therefore issued for establishing a similar form 
through the canton over which Charost presided. The country 
was thrown into departments ; a magistrate, to be elected by 
his neighbours, was to take charge of each, widi the help of a 
guard of sixteen or twenty men ; arms and ammunition were 
to be distributed to these, under an express stipulation that 
neither officers nor men should be marched out of their respec- 
tive departments, nor emjdoyed against their sovereign,: nor in 
any service except that of keeping the peace. The town of 
KiUalla was committed to the protection of one hundred and 
fifty men, in three bodies, all to be observant to the orders of 
Mr. James Devitt, the civil magistrate, unanimously chosen 
by the people, because he was a substantial tradesman^ a Ro« 
man catholic, and a man of sense and moderation. He had 
under him two assistants of his own religion. The benefits of 
this regulation were felt immediately in the establishment of 
tolerable order and quiet, at least in and about the town ; and 
witiiout doubt they woidd have been felt to a greater extent if 
the French power had been firmer. '^ 

^ The example of KiUalla was presentiy copied in the other 
departments. Magistrates were elected, always Roman catho« 
fics, but commonly of the better sort among them, persons who 
had no desire to take arms against the British government. 
Some of ^ese applied to the bbhop for his opinion, \i^ther 
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they should incur the penalties of treason hj actuig under a 
foreign power, merely for the common safety, and mid^ the 
conditions stated above. His answer was that h^ was^no lawyer : 
but having always found the law of England to be consdiamco 
reason, he would take upon him to say there could be no law 
forbidding to do, under these circumstano^y. What was absolutei* 
ly enjoined by the great law of self-preservation. • it is repcgs^ed 
diat, when the rebellion was over, several pefaons muttered 
against this doctrine : it might be conceded*^ di«y. said, to the 
existing terror, but it was not sound, biscause it mi^t be em- 
ployed as an excuse for a tame and prompt ^ubmissioii^ to aay 
invaders. To such tranquil declaimers on the^nerit of castiiig 
away life and property, in preference, to bowing die. head |a a 
storm, it is obvious to reply, that had they changed aitaariony 
with those who actually felt the distress, it^is more 4lian ^voba- 
ble they would have seen good reason to adopt the very con- 
duct which, in the fulness of security, they^take upon them t0 
condemn. To submit to a king de factOj and evei> to act by a 
commission from such a one to preserve the peace of aoMHmtt- 
nity, provided by so doing you do not preclude yourself hom 
returning under the government of a king de Jurcs is a ffrsuctict 
sanctioned by the authority of our most equitable English 
law. 

<^ For the defence of the casde, which was declared to be the 
head-quarters of the allied army, a guard was drawn from the 
garrison, consisting of from sixteen to twenty men, who were 
seldom relieved above once in twenty-four hours. Of these 
four watched at the commandant's door, in the lobby oi the 
middle story; four were placed in the hall; the rest were db» 
tributed at the gates in back and fronts which had luckily been 
repaired and made secure by the bishop just before the invaaioB. 
Policy concurred with charity in recommending these poor 
guards to our daily carec they were fed and lodged so muoh 
better than any other soldiers that it occasioned quarrels and 
boxings among them sometimes, for a preference to be stationed 
on the castle-guard. And indeed they repaid the attention 
shewn to them by every mark of respect „in their power, and bjr 
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asftbthig ^ Ctlle n^ni&l offices in and about the house wherever 
lllfijr iwre wanted* * . / { 

•* Yet was^he pitaence of such protectors a circumstance to 
the &mil^ modf^dreadfid.. The g^tes, the doors, everything 
within aa well aa. ^ithaut^ our very existence was in custody of 
9 band of rebels,, wholmd the power at any instant to throw 
open.xhe hoM3a to their companions abroad, and let in depreda- 
tion at least," if .nathmg worse. And this was a mischief, too^ 
^t happened not unf requently. At Casde-lacken, Casdereagh, 
and other-hoiuMS ^longing to protestants, where guards had 
been stationed, the soldiers proved traitors and admitted others 
from without to plunder the families they were sent to defend. 
UplundeV'Was attractive, few houses offered more temptauons 
in that w/iy than the bishop's, not only because it contained 
much valuable property of his . own, but because, in spite of 
prudence, he Qptild not p^tuse to let it become die repository of 
other people's Koods. Plate,. cash, leases, and writings of con* 
^qiience, were crowded in upon him, with an eagerness that 
would take no denial, and with too litde caution to render the 
affair a secret. The commandant w^s made acquainted with 
these several causes of apprehension, on our part, and distrust 
q£ his Irish friends. He made light of them for a long time, 
in a real or seeming confidence of retaining his authority over 
the rebels ; thou^ as the final period of our captivity ap- 
proachjed, his looks, as well as his redoubled precautions, shew- 
ed that he began to be almost as uneasy as ourselves. 

^ The commandant and the bishop, finding each other to be 
honest- men, above the meanness of deceit, soon came to a 
mutual good understanding. Charost trusted the bishop with 
a sight of a letter from general Humbert to himself, ordering 
him either to bury privately the powder left in his care, or to 
durow it into the sea, according as he should find it most pru- 
dent and feasible. As to conveying two hundred and eight/ 
barrels of powder from the castle-yard to the sea, through the 
midst of armed rebels, eagerly bent on seizing the powder for 
their own use, it required not many words to shew the extreme 
improbability of effecting such a scheme. It remained, there- 
fore, to bury it, and that in some place within the walk of the 
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castle, sufiicient to contain and hide k. WiA the help of acme 
labourers who continued faithful' to hiitt, aad of his own ds- 
mestics, the bishop contrived in several night's continual work, 
to bury ninety barrels under a hot-bed in the garden : the 
remainder was committed to a vault m the ha^;gard under the 
corn-stand, where, though it could not be said to be concealed, 
it was at least secured as far as might be, under the ^ven 
circumstances, from the dreaded danger of -firitig by acci- 
dent. 

*« No less than three times, during our tft)t*les, was this 
danger on the point of being realized. The first time was in 
the French reign, when the kitchen chimney was set on fire by 
the immoderate use of the grate, as I mentioned above. On 
the second occasion, we were saved only by the piovideiitial 
direction of the wind from catching the flames of a cabiD just 
beside us, which was fired by the king's troops when they 
entered the town on the tWenty-third of September. The third 
was the most alarming danger of all. On the evening of that 
same remarkable twenty-third of September, an honest inoffisn-^ 
sive labourer of the bishop's quitted the Castle to oblige his 
wife to stay within doors, who, with the fears of a woman 
great with child, was running wildly about the road in the 
midst of the fire from the army. He had seized her handy 
and was hurrying her to his cabin, when a discharge of mus- 
quetry killed the man, and mortally wounded the woman. She 
was carried up to the granary in the castle, where she died 
that night. Without leave asked, without even apprising the 
family that they had brought the woman into the house, the 
foolish people about her began to wak& the corpse, by lighting 
a fire on the floor of the granary, with nothing under the turf 
but a wooden board. Presently smoke and flames were seen 
to roll out of the windows of an apartment distant but a few 
yards from the gunpowder ih the haggard, and the wind point- 
ing directly that way. At the same instant all was confusion 
and uproar in the house : the victorious army was marching 
into quarters at Killalla, and the princfpal officers were busy in 
arranging^ matters for their o^n accommodation at the castie. 
It cost the bishop some labour to make the gentlemen listen to 
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die story, and believcy that if they did not bestir themselves^ 
the town and all its contents would very probably in a few 
minutes be erased irom^the face of the earth. By the active 
exertions principally of the knight of Kerry, the fire was soon 
after got under. 

<* From the time the French left us to the care of M. Charost, 
he and two officers under him, messed i^ith the bishop's family, 
where they were very welcome^ being, under Providence, their 
sole protectors in the midst of so many perils. Mliatever 
% could be effected by vigilance, resolution, and conduct, for the 
safety of a place confided to them, was to a surprising degree 
effected for the district of Eillalla by these three French officers, 
without the support of a single soldier of their own country; 
and that for the long space of twenty-three days, from the first 
of September to" the day of the battle. It is natural to suppose, 
that in such a tract of ume, a. tolerable insight mi^t have been 
obtained into their characters ; and where the part they acted 
was of so much consequence, the reader may expect some de* 
scription of them. 

<^ Lieutenant colonel Charost had attained to the age of five- 
asd-forty. He was bom in Paris, the son (as I am told) of a 
watchma^cer in that city, who sent him over early to some 
conn^tions in St. Domingo, where he was fortunate enough to 
many a wife with a plantation fur her dowry, which yielded 
him, before the troubles, an income of two thousand pounds 
sterling per annum. By the unhappy war which still desolated 
that island, he lost every thing, even to his wife and his only child, 
a daughter ; they were taken on their passage to France, and 
sent away to Jamaica. His eyes would fill when Iv: told the 
family, that he had not seen these dear relatives for six years 
past, nor even had tidings of them for the last three years. 
On returning to France, he embraced the military life, at first 
in the royal serviccy afterwards, when the times changed, in 
that of the republicf where he had risen by degrees to the rank 
he now filled. His residence had been at Rochelle with a bro- 
ther, with whom he had shared bed and board till ho was called, 
at only three days' notice^ to go out on the present expedition. 
In person he was strong and vigorous^ inclining to £Rt ; his 
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countenance was cheerful, and on tht ivhole^ pleasing, notiRitli- 
standing a blemish in one eye ; he had ^ plain^ good underttand- 
ing, which served him for all the us6« ijiat he pint it to, and he 
had either no leisure^ or no liking» to strain itwidi overlabduw 
His religion, he told the bishop, he had yet to s^k ; because 
his father being a catholic, and his mother a protestant, they 
had left him the liberty of choosing for himself, and he had 
never yet found time to make the inquiry > which however, he 
was sensible he ought to make, and would make at some time 
when Heaven should grant him repose. In the interim^ he 
believed in God, was inclined to think there must be a future 
8tate> and was very sure that, while he lived in this world, it 
was his duty to do all good to liis feUow-creatures that he 
could* The bishop offered a present to this half-christian of a 
book that might have satisfied his doubts, La reUgion naturelk 
et revelee par P Abbe Tremblay. He was thankful ; but it is 
not unlikely the sight even of three small volumes frightened 
himy for he never afterwards claimed the promise. Tet what 
he did not exhibit in his own conduct, he appeared to respect 
in others ; for he took care that no nobe nor disturbance should 
be made in the castle on Sundays, while the family and maiij 
protestaiits from the town were assembled in the libraiy at their 
devotions. 

^^ Boudet, the next in rank to the commandant, was a ca{>> 
tain of foot, a native of Normandy, twenty-eig^t years of age* 
His father, he said, was yet living, though sixty-seven years 
old when he was bom. His height was six feet, two inches* 
In person, complexion, and gravity, he was no inadequate re* 
presentation of the Knight of La Mancha, whose example he 
followed in a recital of his own prowess and wonderful eiqdoits, 
delivered in measured language, and an imposing seriousoeas 
of aspect. He came to Killalla from the town of Newport- 
Pratt, which he assured us he had taken with his omi hand, 
though defended by four English troopers; he had gallandy 
kept the place for three or four dajrs, and retired from it only 
because it was assailed by fifteen horse*— but we were not to be 
surprised that so much should be achieved by an officer, bred 
in the cchole Militaire at Paris to be one of the late King's 
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body-guard, trained from his childhood to arms, a man who had 
served in Flanders and on the Rhine, and had more than once 
been obliged to trample on mountains of dead and d3ring men 
after a batde. To vanity he added a fault that does not often 
go along with it, pride* He valued himself on an education 
superior to that of his companions in arms; was argumentadve, 
contradictions, and irrascible ; so that his superior officer foimd 
it no easy matter to maintain peace with him. His manner, 
however, though distant, was polite; and he seemed to possess 
a more dian conunon share of feeling, if a judgment might be 
formed from the energy with which he declaimed on the mi- 
series of wars and revolutions* His integrity and courage 
appeared unquesdonable. On the whole, when we became 
familiarized to his failings, we saw reason evety day to respect 
his virtues* 

** The last of this trio was named Ponson, a curious contrast, 
in every respect, to the character just described. In stature 
he did not exceed five feet, six inches; but if the body was 
litde, it was alive from head to foot* Navarre gave him birth, 
the country of Henry lY* and his merry countenance recalled 
to mind the features of that celebrated monarch, though with- 
out the air of benevolence through them; for this monkey 
seemed to have no great feeling for any body but himself* 
Wherever he was, his presence was testified by a noise as loud 
and as pertinacious as that of a corn-creak; it was a continued 
roll of talky or laughter, or whisding* The decencies of po- 
lished life he had probably never known; or if he had, he 
affected to despise them. Yet in a gloomy hour ttus eternal 
ratde had its use: it more than once kept our spirits buoyant^ 
when terror prest heaviest* I shall mendon two instances* 
One day a crowd of pikemen^ clamorous with some insolent 
demand upon the commandant, appeared on the point of break- 
ing down the casde gate; The bishop expressed his appre- 
hensions to Ponson. ^ I will tell you what to do,' said he : 
^ step out among them suddenly, and cry stop thief ^ and they 
* will every man of them take to their heels.' The other oc- 
casion was diat very serious one, when (as shall be related 
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presently) the news of the French overthrow had weakened tte 
authority of the commandant to that degree, that the rebeb 
were deterred from laying hands on the protestants at K ilfa dhi 
only by the bishop's proposals of sending sonbassadors to Ca»» 
tlebar, to obtain good treatment for the rebel prisoners tliere. 
The bishop and the commandant stood outside at the gate^ 
close circled by malecontents ; authority and argument had 
been tried by turns, mutinous whispers were going rounds the 
final issue of the parley was very uncertain. At this ottcal 
moment appeared Ponson, coming in from the town, with a 
face expressive of horror* ' Commandant,' said he, * I have a 
• shocking piece of news to tell you.' What news ? ^kid the 
other, who was not in a veiy good humour to listen to any 
news. * I am married,' cried Ponson— * married^ I give you 
^ my oath, to Miss such a one,' naming the prettiest ghi in dte 
towuk * This here wicked curate, (Mr. Nixon, whom he held 
by the arm^) < has tied the knot, before I could find out what 
^ he was about.' This ridiculous sally^ when explained to die 
by-standersy relaxed the features of the whole tompany; 
scowling looks were dropti and peace and mutual agreement 
succeeded. 

*' Ponson was hardy, and patient to ^miration of labour 
and want of rest. A continued watching of five days and 
nights together, when the rebels were growing desperate fiar 
prey and mischief, did not appear to sink his spirits fai the 
smallest degree. He was ready at a moment's notice to sally 
but upon the marauders, whom, if he caught them in the fact, 
belaboured without mercy, and without a symptom of fcai* fbr 
his owii safety. Tied to a sword as long as himself^ and arm* 
ed with pistols, firelock and bayonet, he stretched himself up 
to view till he became terrific--^t least he frlghttoed many a 
tall peasant most heartily. He was strictly honest, and could 
hot bear the want of this quality in others; so that his patience 
was pretty well tried by his Irish allies, for whom he could not 
find names suflRciendy expressive of contempt. Th^* worst 
pait of his character was that which f-elated to religiotu The 
^omiimhdant reported him to be a down right adieist* In fafe 
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practice he went beyond the common herd of the French armf , 
who, thongh they shewed no desire to join in worship with any 
peojde (a circumstance frightful to all, and astonishing to the 
Roman catholics) yet respected the devotions of their neigh- 
bours* Ponson was a stoifter sinner* The first time he dined 
with the family at the castle, the bishop observing him suddenly 
to quit the room^ asked the commandant what he meant. *Toa 

* will hardly believe,' said Charost, * that your saying grace to 

* your meat appeared to him an action. so very ridiculousy thait 
^. as he knew it would be ill manners to laugh, he was forced to 
^ leave die table till he could suppress the emotion.' In fact 
the bishop did nof believe it; but in his own mind attributed 
the action to a more probable cause, vanity: the miserable 
offectation of appearing to be mofe wicked than he really was. 

*• "With these three Frenchmen was sometimes joined a& 
oflScer of theirs from Ballina, who bore the tide of Major 
iVKeon. A native of our barony of Tyrawley, O^Keon had 
received his education for the priesthood in France, and had 
attained to a benefice of some value in the church, when the 
revolution^ stripping him at once of profession and livelihood, 
forced him to become a soldier for bread. The common road 
to a cpmmission in the French armies is now, I understand, 
length of service in the ranks. By service 0*Keon was be- 
come either a major or a captain, for he was called indifferently 
by both naines. He was a fat, jolly looking man^ with a ruddy- 
countenance that carried nothing forbidding in it, except that 
his black thick eye-brows ran into each other, as they often do 
in aboriginal Irish faces. Of the English tongue he ret8une4 
enough to be quite intelligible; and being also expert in Irish 
as well as French, he was able to render considerable service 
to his cause. His connections with this neighbourhood (for he 
had a father and two brothers near Ballina* heartily affected to 
the French) induce a strong suspicion of the truth of a story 
which he gave out when he first landed, and to which he ad- 
hered to the tastf that his being destined to this expedition waft 
an accident, and that the squadron itself which bix>ught him 
over, was intended to invade, not Killalln^ butDonegall. From 
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his conversation, the bi$hop had conceived a good opinion q£ 
this man* His language breathed nothing but mildness and 
liberality ; and indeed his behaviour i^as suitable, for he exert- 
ed himself on all occasions to protect the loyalists, and fre- 
quently with the greatest effect. At one time particularly, he 
is said to have prevailed on an armed mob at Ballina to drop 
their declared purpose of marching to KiUalla to have all the 
protestants there imprisoned : it is even added, that he turned 
them back after they had actually advanced a part of the way. 
This conduct, whether he adopted it from principal or policy, 
contributed more, than his proving himself to be a naturalized 
Frenchman, to save his life afterwards on his court-martial at 
Castlebar. He escaped with some difficulty, with die help g£ 
an attestation ^n his behalf from the bishop among many others, 
and being forbid ever to return to the British territories^ he 
expressed in Dublin, and afterwards by letter from Yarmouth, 
the highest sense of his obligations to the bishop. It is painful 
to add, that experience znd further inquiry into the character 
of this quondam priest has convinced his benefactor^ that the 
man was deficient both in morals and common honesty. 

^^ Before Humbert had quitted Killalla, a person came to 
him from Ballina, of the name of Bellew. He was brother to 
Dr. Bellew, the titular bishop of the see^ and by his own report 
was not long since come from abroad to recover a patrimony, 
from the possession of which he was imjusdy detained by his 
brother* To the loyalists he protested, that the prospect of 
being enabled to take vengeance on this brother^ was his chief 
inducement for joining the French : to general Humbert he 
urged the merit of his military knowledge, acquired by eigh* 
teen years service under the emperor. He waa taken by the 
general at his wordy and presendy received from him a pona* 
pous commission to be generalissimo of all the allies (^France, 
levied and to be levied within a district extending firom Ballina 
to \^ estport. It appeared in the sequel^ how litde the French 
regarded their own commissions to Irishmen; for this man 
presently shewing by his behaviour that he was a beasdy 
drunkard almost to lunacy^ Charost tumecMum out of his 
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'office with disgrace, in the face of the rebel army, without 
waidng for Humbert's orders, and gave the charge of the levies 
to O'Donnel. As long as he had any authority^ M. le general 
Bellew was a sad nuisance to the people of KiUalla, particularly, 
to. the family of Mr. Owen Morrison, a worthy and very re- 
spectable protestant merchanty at whose house he chose to take 
up his quarters. He there lived as«in a conquered country^ 
ejctorting by threats from his hosts whatever he wanted, even 
to wearing apparel, getting drunk continually, lighting his pipe 
with paper torn from the walls of his apartment, and laying a 
heavy tax on the sight and smell of every body that approached 
him, being to the last degree filthy in his person, and eaten up 
with die itch. When he got any fresh clothing, his practice 
was to put it over the old habiliments; so that he wore two or 
three shirts, and a pair of satin small clothes, of Mr. Morrison's 
when he was hanged. For to this catastrophe the wretched 
creature deservedly came at last. He was taken at the battle 
of Killalla, tried by the court-martial, and executed two days 
after in the bishop's demesne. 

*^ Bad as the situation of the owners of the casde during 
their captivity appeared to be, it must be confessed it was in 
many respects far better than that of the town's people. The 
castle, being head quarters, was regularly supplied with provi- 
siunsf drawn from the plunder of the countiy ; and the presence 
of the French officers, added to the large family always resi- 
dent in it, left litde room for intruders from the rebel army. 
In the town the case was different. There a scarcity next to 
&mine soon appeared; rapine, the only source of subsistence^ 
often failed of success; in consequence every petty fellow, 
who could by theft or violence provide himself with a sword 
and a case of pistols, immediately took the name and authority 
of an officer, and lived (especially in protestant houses, which 
were almost the only decent ones) at his discretion. Personal 
injuries, indeed, were rare, because the municipal power was 
always at hand to restrain or punish them; but insolence and 
avarice had their full swing. In popular commotions it has 
generally been diserved, that natural talents go but a litde way 
to procure iniuence; the Uader of a mob is almost invariably 
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the man that outgoes all the rest in wickedness and audacity* 
An example, in proof of this observation^ ocaurred on the mom* 
iog of the sixth of September. 

^^ The c^de family were assembled at tea^ and Mrs. StodL 
SDd the commandant amusing themselves (as well as dicjr 
could with two separate languages) at a party of picquet, when 
word was brought that • Mr* Goodwin^ a protest^nt of the 
town^ had just been sent to prison by major Flanagan, without 
a shadow of reason, and that he must remain in custody till the 
morning, unless the commandant would come to his aid. Hm 
pretended major was a drunken daring wretch, who had kept 
an ale-house at Killalla, and was but lately returned from die 
gaol of Casdcbar, where he had been confined on a chaige 
of treason, and narrowly escaped transportation. The compa- 
ny rose, and the gendeman accompanied the commandant to 
the scene of disturbance, Mr. Morrison's house, the bishop 
himself thinking the occasion of that nature as to demand 
some risk of his own person. At the door, where a great 
crowd had assembled, they found Flanagan on horseback, drunk 
and very noisy. The connnandant, by his interpreter the bishops 
asked the man his authority for committing people to prison^ 
commanded him to go and discharge his prisoner, and was an** 
swered saucily, that he would not let Goodwin stir from the 
prevot that nighty let who would order it. It was a very serious 
crisis. There was just light enough to discern in the faces of 
surrounding multitude a doubt, a wavering between the two 
contending parties, which would probably be decided in favour 
of that which stood firmest to its pomu BeUewy the mock 
general, took the part of his fellow-drunkard, entreating him in 
a wheedling tone to give a promise that he would set the pn^ 
soner at liberty in the morning. 

^ Most of the spectators were armed.. Had a spirit of mis* 
chief prompted any one of them to raise his weapon against 
d>e conmiandant and his company^ a geni^ral massacre and amo** 
chy would most probably have followed. Charost was sensible 
tfiat all depended on steadiness. With a strong and firm tone 
he conunanded Flanagan to quit his horse, •he culprit, look** 
Ipg roimd fi>r help, and seeing none, obeyed* Be was then de* 
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liberately stript by the commandant himself of his pistok and 
sword, and put imder arrest for disobeying the orders of his 
superior officer, when he was first spoken to. The place of his 
confinement, it was supposed, would, for that night at least, be 
the house near which they were standing, and already Flana* 
gan's comrades, under a shew of respect for the arrest, were 
leading him into Mr. Morrison's, when the bishop hastily in- 
terposing cried out to the commandant not to let him go. The 
Iiint was taken, for the fellow would surely have been liberated 
as soon as we had turned our backs. Charost took his anOf 
the tall Norman marched before him, Ponson strutted behind^ 
supported by the casde gentry, and the procession arrived with^ 
out let or molestation at the guard-room by the casde gate, 
where the mutineer was ordered to take up his quarters for the 
night. The crowd then dispersed; Goodwin was set -at liberty; 
and after a two hours' confinement Mr. Toby Flanagan was 
allowed to go about his business, divested of his borrowed au- 
thority, together with the ensigns of it, his sword and pistolsf 
which the commandant would never afterwards suffer him to 
resume. The bishop met him' at times in the street, and was 
certain fi-om his scowling visage that he meditated revenge. 
Indeed he had at all times an uncommon wickedness in his 
eyes, which, though dark and piercing, he was unable to fix 
steadily upon an honest man. His death therefore, on the day 
of Killalla, was the only one at the news of which the whole 
town seemed to concur in rejoicing ; nor was the manner of it 
dissimilar from his life. He fled from the battle into a house in 
the town, where' he knew he had no chance of being long hid 
from his pursuers. So he joined a party of the victors as they 
were in full chase after the rebels, crying out * that he would 
* be their guide to the wicked croppies,' till coming to a place 
where two passages met, he pointed out one of them to the sol- 
diers, and threw himself headlong into the other* * THiat's a 
« croppie himself,' exclaimed with an oath a Frazer fencible, 
who had kept his eye^ upon him ; and on the instant he sent a 
ball after the wily fugitive, which terminated all his pranks at 
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IMMEDIATELY on intelligence of the invasion, lord 
Cornwallis determined to march in person against the enemy» 
and accordingly arrived at Phillipstown on the 26tfa of August ; 
having made a progress of forty-four Irish miles in two days* 
He arrived at Kilbeggan very early in the morning of the 28th, 
when he was informed of the defeat at Casdebar; he then ad- 
vanced to Athlone, where he was positively informed by many 
who Had fled through Tuam, particularly an officer of the carabi- 
neers, that the French had pursued general Lake's army to 
Tuam, driven it from that post, and taken possession of the 
town; but the French ai*my was too much fatigued with their 
march through the mountains, to pursue the royal troops fur- 
ther than Castlebar. When general Lake arrived at Tuam, he 
judged that post unsafe, particularly as he had lost all his artil- 
lery and ammunition, and some of the troops being dborderly 
he judged it expedient to retreat nearer to Athlone. Even in 
this town an attack was expected, though it is sixty-three i^es 
from Castlebar* 

Lord Cornwallis saw that the utmost caution was necessary, 
as well as vigour in the movements of his forces. The mo- 
tions of the main army, immediately under his own command, 
were calculated to cover the country, to intimidate the abettors 
of rebellion, and to afford an opportunity of rallying to any 
smaller body of troops which might be defeated; while 
those troops were ordered to harass the enemy as much as was 
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m their power, without mmmng risks^ or engaging in battle 
without ahnost a certainty of success. Lord Corawallis jnto- 
ceeded on the dOch of August, towards Castlebar, and arrived 
a* HoUymount on the 4th of September^ whence he purposed 
to advance to Castlebar, fourteen miles dbtflnt, and attack the 
French army posted in that town, till in the evening of the 
same di^, he received information that the French had aban- 
doned that town in the morning, and had proceeded in the 
direction of Foxford; having been informed of lord Comwal* 
Ma's approach* 

After the royal army was defeated at Casdebar, and the 
French had taken possession of the town, great numbers of the 
Irish peasantryflocked to theirstandard, as those had done at Balli- 
na, from the mountainous parts of the county of Mayo. To fur-* 
nish diese multitudes with fire-arms, these brought from France, 
were found to be quite insufficient, though, according to the ac« 
eount of c(4onel Charost, to the bishop of Killalla, fifty-five hun- 
dred muskets were delivered to them at Castlebar. Those 
mountaineers were found to be very aukward in the use of fire* , 
arms, and were of little use to the Frenchf who expected far 
more powerful assistance from the Irish.\They had also e3q>ect- 
cd to be immediately followed by a large army and a considera* 
ble number of arms, with ammunition and stores from France. 
Being entirely disappointed in the Former expectation, and 
seeing no prospect of being gratified with the latter, they began 
to apprdiend that they had only been sent to annoy the enemies 
of their country. They however^ even in this case, re-' 
solved to perform their duty, and use every effort in their 
power, s^inst the British government, until they should be 
con^>elled to surrender. 

On the 1st of September general Humbert ordered die troops 
which he left at Killalla, to repair to the main body, and on the 
4th of the same month, he marched from Castlebar, and directed 
hia march through Foxford, towards the town of Sligo, with a 
design of entering the county of Donegal, wh^re it was expect^ 
ed, the additional forces from France^ would land* A body of 
the king's troops, under colonel Crawford^ supported by another 
under lieul)enant-{;eneral Lake, hung upon the rear of Hum* 
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belt's army; another body of troop«, under general Moore^ 
watched the motions of the enemy, at a greater distance; wlule 
the main army, under lord Cornwall^, proceeded in m parallel t 
direction from the town of Holl3na(iount, through^ Clare and. 
Ballyhaunis, towards Carrick-on-Shannon, intendmg to regulate 
his subsequent motions by those of the enemy* 

The advanced-guard of the French having passed THibber-. 
curry, after a smart action wtA some yeomen, and arrivsed afc 
the village of Coloony, about five miles from Sligo, wbere it 
was gallandy opposed by colonel Terreker, with a detachment 
of the city of Limerick militia, a few yeomen, and thirty of Ac 
24th dragoons, and two curricle guns, in the whole not exoeedr 
ing three hundred men. Colonel Verreker found the enemy. 
advantageously arranged for his reception between him and 
Coloony. The colonel engaged the French about an hour and. 
a half, but was at length obliged to retreat to Sligo, with the 
loss of his artillery, and some men killed and wounded Him« 
self and four other officers were wounded, and ensign Rumley 
killed. The loss of the French in this action exceeded fifty^ 
thirty of whom were wounded. 

Notwithstandbg the royal troops were defeated, the Frendi 
army received such a severe check, that general Humbert 
thought proper to relinquish his design of attacking Sligo. 
Humbert then directed his march through Drummahiur towards 
Manorhamilton, in the county of Leitrim, leaving on the road, 
for the sake of expedition, three six-pounders dismounted, and 
throwing five other pieces of artillery over the bridge into the 
water at Drumnuthair. IVhen he had come within a few miles 
o( Manorhamilton, he suddenly wheeled to the right, and di- 
rected his course through Drumkerin, with intention, as is tup- 
posed, of attempting to reach the town of Grranard^ in the 
county of Longford, where an insurrection had broken out. 
The troops under colonel Crawford, pursued the 'eijemy with 
such expedition, that on the 7th he came to an action with the 
rear-guard, between Drumshambo and Ballynamore, in which 
he was defeated with some loss. 

The French army then passed the river Shannon at Ballintra^ 
and halted in the night at Cloone, whence it proceeded to Hal- 
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HQMnidc, and ftrri^ed «d the Udi of September, and was so 
vfesely foUowedl^ the troops under Gen. Lake and CJol. Crawford, 
ftkat its rear-guard had not time to blow up (he htidge tit Ballin- 
tam^ to impede die pursuit. About this time lord Comwallis, with 
the nuBn armjf crossed the same river at Caiiick-oii-Sha]^on» 
and marched by M ohiU to Baint^ Johnstown, in the county of 
Ixmgford, to intercept the enemy in front, should it proofed to 
"Uranard; by which movement the Frendi army was reduced 
to ^di a situation that, if it had proceeded, it would. have been 
BHrrounded by an army of near thirty thousand men» 
' €reneral Humbert then arranged his forces in order of batde, 
and determined to maintain the honour of the French arms» 
tmtil he should be compelled to surrender. Thb rear-gu^d of 
liis army was then attacked bjf the troops under colonel Craw- 
ford, when about two hundred infantry surrendered. * Th« rest 
continued to defend themselves with great spirit for near an 
hour ; but when the main body of the army, under general 
lake, appeared, they also surrendered, after having macfe lord 
Roden, and a small party of dragoons, prisoners. Lord I^oden, 
and die dragoons, advanecd into the French line, for the pui> 
pose of obtaining their surrendry, without the effusiasi of bloody 
when they were made prisoners. Soon after the king's troop$ 
came up, and the French desired lord Roden to order them to 
hal^ and they surrendered. 

Oeneral Humbert surrendered to lieutenant-general I^ake, 
and was afterwards conducted to lord Comwallis, whp was 
about five mile^ off. 

The rebels who had joined the French, and accompanied 
Aiem to Bal^mamuck, were excluded from quarter, and of 
course fled, as &st as they could, hi all directions, and were 
pursued by our cavalry, who made a great slaughter among 
diern^ having killed near five hundred. The number of French 
prisoners were seven hundred and forty-eight privates, and 
ntnety-six officers ; they having sustsuned a loss of two hun* 
dred and eighty-eight men, since their landing at Killalla.. 

While the French were marching from Casdebar, an alarm* 
ing insurrection broke out in the neighbourhood of Granard^ 
which was designed to make a diversion in tbeur fiiyour, and 
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to aflbrd ibcm « commodioua post, vhence tbejr mig^ 
united, direot their opeoitions agwuit the mMopoIis; to pc«* 
vent thi^'unctioQ lord GornwalUft prudeody iMrcfaed hb Ibtco* 
in a line between the invading army and ibe interior oounUy^ 
Great noBoibers of rebels joined this conspiracy, partiodaiiy m 
the county of Longford, who were headed by die OfHani^ 
the two Demnstons, (KkuuieU, VmntJlj «ad 0'B€ili]r,aB owft 
of property* Their pkm was id rise at the summons of ifaetr 
chiefs in ike neighboujiiood of Gb-anard, to seise dutt post tmd 
then to attack the town of Cavan, where agreat qnsndty of ariM 
and ammtinition were deposited. On the 5th of Septeaiwr, m 
body of upwards of four thousand of these insurgents were an 
the p^int of sorprisiag the town of Gmardf befiMC 2soj cUk^ 
siderable force could be had for its protectioa^ Betwe^isevco 
and eight in die morning the rebels were widiin sigl^ oi the 
town, under the command of Alexander Denniston^ At diift 
critical moment captain Cottingham of the Cavaa md Bal^ 
haise yeomen infantry and eigh^-five men arrived for its d»* 
fenc«, and joined die few yeomen who were in the towi^ 
-Captain Cottingham's force now consisted of one huHadrai alw} 
fifty-seven in&ntry and forty-nine cavalry; which he placed in 
and advantageous posidon on a hill» between the insurgentaand 
die town; but observing diat dierebds^ who were ^idvawiag' 
in one column, divided into three for die purpose of sunoiMuK 
ing his Utde army, he retreated to another position still reaper 
the town, where he was protected by a bank and other fences* 
and in this posidon awuted the attack of the reheb, who ditnm 
a number of catde before them to annoy the yaomea» but tfaq^ 
turned the catde aside witboK falling into confusions them Hm 
rebels advimced dose to their line, and received a deatiu^tvo 
discharge of musketry; notwithstanding which they ] 
in diek attempt dining five hours, from nine in the 
tin two in the afternoon, when they fled and were pnrsned with 
great slaughter. It was said that upwards of four hunAieA 
rebels were kiKed in this action, without any loss on tfaei part off 
the yeomen, except two privates who were digfatfy woonded* 
Great praise is due to c^>tain Cotdogham, and die men ui|der 
his conmoDd, for lun^iag i^ulstd so snperbr a ferce. Btaidcm 
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tbt yeomen^ three gendemen are much pvaised for tbeir gaUasnt 
behfi^iour on' this occasiqin, Andrew Bell, of Drumkeel, and 
Moutray Eralcke, who yolunteeredf and Balph Diqqiing who 
defended the entrance into the town ,1^ the barracks. This 
victoiy WIS of the greatOBt importance, as it prevented the 
^weading of the inmurecdony and those murders and devastar 
tions which would hare been its consequences* 

The nunn body of the rebels^ after its defeat, directed its 
Imrch to "WHson's hospital, a commodious building erected for 
' dunritaUe purposes, the maintenance of twenty aged men and 
sn hioadred boys, in Ae county of Westmeath, from a legacy 
bequeathed tqr Andrew Wilson, of Fietsfidd. This building 
kad been entered and plundered in the aioming of the same 
day, by another body of the rebels, who were taking measures 
to nuirdcr, on die following day, the 6th c^ Beptember^ twenty- 
sevai protestant prisonersf who had been conveyed thither from 
Slie countiyf when the defeated rebels arrived; which thqr 
vrould have efiected^ had not tkity been prevented by the ap- 
proach of a small body of troops which lord Longford hadt 
with great diligence, collected. This force c<Misisted of some 
yeomen and a detachment of the Argyleshire fencibles, with 
m» field-^pieoe, under the command of major Porter, the whole* 
isot exceeding two hundred and fifty men. A large body of 
pebeis, five hundred al whom were armed with muskets, 
marched from the faoq^ital to meet these troops, near the village 
of Banbrusna. Here this little army was posted as soon as 
lAtdligence was received of the advance of the rebels, and 
«watted their altack, which began with a most furious attempt 
to sdze the field-piece ; but after a few discharges of grape 
allot, by which many of them were killed, they were obliged to 
retreat in die greatest c(»ifusion. In their retreat a party of 
ibem took sheker in a farm-house cmd out-buildings, which the 
king's troops inunediately set fire to, and they were in conse- 
quence burned ; together with many unfortunate wretches who 
had gone into thenu It was now almost dark, and the troops 
determined to lay <m their arms all night, and attack the insur* 
gents in the hospital next morning. With this intention they 
proceeded at day light, but found it evacuated by die rebels. 
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who had plundered and destroyed every valuable, article they 
found in it. The loss of the rebelsr in this action, has been 
stated at upwards of one hundred in killed and wounded ; while 
that of the royalists was only two men killed* 

After this time, the rebels never appealed in a^na in the 
neighbourhood of Granard;. but in the western parts of the 
country, particularly in the county of Mayo, where they had 
first risen to assist the French, they still continued in a state of 
insurrection. They were not informed of the smrendry of 
general Humbert's army, until a few days after it had taken 
place; and before they knew 6iat circunxstaucej a body of 
rebels attacked Caatlebar, which had been occupied by tbo 
King's troops, immediately on the evacuation of it by the 
French, 

The garrison, consisting of fifty-seven Frazer fencibles, 
thirty-four volunteers, and one troop of cavalry, was so jtidi- 
ciously posted by captain Urquart, of the fencibles, as to com- 
pletely rout the insurgentSf whose mtcntlon was to plunder tlie 
town, and murder all the protest ant inhabitants) as they wem 
not permitted to molest them, while commanded by die French 
officers* 

About this time most of die to^vns which had fallen into die 
hands of the insurgents were recovered, [larticularly Westpojt 
and Newport, by the fencibles and yebmen under the honotip* 
able Dennis Browne, and captain Uniuart ; but Ballina and 
Killalla remaineil sonie time longer in posscsslaii of tbc 
rebels. . * 

" Saturday September 8th, (a day memorable for the victOTV 
at Ballinamuck) e^diibited to the town of Killalla a new subject 
of alarm and terror. Hitherto it had been, to such as had any 
thing to lose, matter of comfort to observe how awkardly the 
armed peasants handled their firelocks, and how slow a progress 
they were making in the arts of destruction. This day, for 
the first time, pikes began to be talked of, instead of muskets. 
An officer of the rebels, one of the very few among them who 
seemed to have a head for mischief as well as a heart, signified 
to the commandant (still by the bishop, who made it a point to 
interpret fiwthfully, even where the matter of discourse madtL 
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him shudder) that the friends <tf liberty, seeing the fire-arms 
were all distributedf and that they were not thought worthy of 
being trusted with the ammunition brought from France, had, 
come to a resolution of forming a strong body of pikemen^ 
who, they trusted, would be found capable of doing at least as 
nmch execution on the enemy as any of their fellows. There* 
fore • desired permission to seize upon all the iron they 
could find in the stores of Mr* Kirkwood, or elsewhere, ta 
fabricate pike-heads« 

^ Charost liked the proposal almost as little as the bishop 
did. As a soldier, he despised the service of pikemen against 
regular troops; as a man, he hated the use to which, these 
weapons might be applied by the robber and the murderer* 
Bat it was not his place to throw obstacles in the way of any 
oflfer to advance' the common cause* He contented himself 
therefore with applauding the zeal of the people, who, he said^ 
should have leave to use Mr. Kirkwood's iron, as soon as there 
was an absolute need of making free with that gendeman's 
property, but advised them to try first whether they could not 
get iron enough in an honest way, by converting into pike- 
heads what they had at home of that material, their own forks 
and odier implements of husbandry. The answer was taken 
in good party and saved the stores for the present. But as pikes 
were not forbidden, all the smiths and carpenters were present- 
ly set to work at making them, and every thief was busy in 
supplying materials for them. Pitch-forks were lawful prize 
from that day forth; and young trees were more becoming as 
pike handles in the grasp of a lover of liberty, than as orna- 
ments to a gentleman's farm. In a short time a body of pike- 
men was raised, under the direction of the officer above men- 
tioned, which receiving d^Iy accessions of numbers, because 
they carried their weapons every where, did no regular militaty 
duty, and mixed in every tumultuous assembly with a superior 
aptness for mi3chief. 

^ Precarious as the state of things at this time evidendy 
was, it created surprise to observe, that the country folk had 
the hardiness to continue bringing thcii; goods to the market, 
where they found a ready sale. Charost availed himself of 
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Hb power, CRily to take the weightier articles of provUion ; 
ftpom the lowier class of people he drew Iktle or nothing with^ 
•itt fxy'mg for it. Of coorae, what ready money he had 
brought with him, which did not exceed forty louisy was soon 
expended* The other officers wer^ poorer than himself, and 
AeiF pay from home was not to be expected* In this exigeo- 
ey there was no resouvce, but in a requisition of money from 
Ae district, which enjoyed the benefit of the French protection* 
The bishop was applied to for a list of names of persons most 
competent to contribute. His answer was, that he saw no ob- 
jection either to the demand itself^ or the quantum^ which was 
fifty guineas, and that he should himself pay one fifth of tha^ 
contribution ; but he desired to be excused from the busines3 
«f assesMng the other inhabitants^ as he was too new a comer 
to be acquainted with their circumstances. Mr« Devitt, their 
new magistrate, occurred as the person most likely to execute 
the business for them. Presently comes a translated letter from 
Ae commandant to the citizen magistrate Devitt, inviting him 
^ to entreat the town and district of ELillalla to shew, by their 
^ contributiosis, their zeal for die glorious cause of the peo]rfe« 

* Some bad come forward already with presents of money; and 

* the writer doubted not, but many would be ready to imitate 
^ the good example. An exact register should be kept of the 

* names and the sums subscribed^ and the French government 
^ only asked it under the name^ of a loan«' With some delaf 
and grumbling the sum was raised at last, a good part of which 
remained in the hands of Mrs. Stock (the bishop's lady) till it 
proved a seasonable supply to Charost and his con^anions whea 
they were ordered away to Dublin* 

^ About this time O^Donnel, the young man mentioned be- 
fore as having helped to protect Mr* Kirkwood in Erris, came 
to Kiilalfa, with no other view, as he (^etended, than to offer 
his services in preserving the peace of the town, by exerting 
bis influence over the mountaineers of his own district. To 
tfus object he seexned for some time to confine his attention, and 
gakved so upon the commandant by an appeaitoce of sense and 
activi^, that he was presendy appointed to the office of town- 
major, with a conunand over the nightly watch. It is possible^ 
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he did not mean at first to accept any militaiy commission from 
the French ; but having a large share of vanity in his oompo* 
$ition, and feeling himself grow into consequence among the 
rebels by comparison with their drunken general Bellew, he 
aspired to his place, and in fact (though never formally) suc^ 
ceeded to it, after the other was turned out. Charost had more 
than once occasion, in the sequel, to repent of having placed a 
confidence in this man before he had time to know his charac- 
ter* The airs the yoimg jackanapes gave himself became every 
day more troublesome. On pretence that he must have a bed 
at the casde to take the orders of the commandant in case of 
any disturbance at night, he took to himself one of the bed* 
chambers of the middle floor^ from which it was not possibk 
afterwards to dislodge him; and this apartment he was pleased 
to distinguish by the name of his room. His next attempt was 
to be admitted to mess with the family; but here he failed of 
success. The bishop, disgusted with his forwardness and vul- 
gar manners, avoided as much as possible all intercourse 
with him, and when he did ask him to sit down at his table (as 
at times he could scarcely help doing so without rudeness) it 
was evidendy the result of constraint; so that Mr. O'Donnel 
kept himself at a distance for the most part, but complained 
much of the ingratitude with which he was treated, after his 
great services in protecting the bishop and his family. The 
presence of such a lodger taught the people at the casde to feel 
for the situation of their neighbours of the town, annoyed, as 
they were known to be, by company of a still coarser mould. 
Day and night the stair case was infested with O^Donnel's leveet 
either with drunken boors from Erris, or his own kinsfolk the 
Macguires of Crosmalina, the principal of whom was a brew- 
er of some substance, who for his good services to France by 
engaging himself and three or four sons in this rebellion, has 
lately been requited with a halter. His sons, strong brutes wtth- 
out mind or manners, but by aid of pillage provided with good 
(Jothes and arms^ were back and forward at Killalla, soncerting 
measures with their cousin O^Donnel, and, indeed, helping to 
make him less odious, when his b^viour was viewe^^ia com* 
parison with theirs. 

Br 
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** One of the Macguires, under colour of delivering a mes* 
sage to the commandant, had the insolence one day to riurust 
hitnself into the dining parlour, while the family were at dinner, 
and seemed to enjoy the alarm which his saucy countenance^ 
his sword and pistols^ occasioned among the ladies. The coin- 
mandant instandy ordered him to leave the room, with a ^aip 
Tebuke for his presumption, declaring at the same time, that 
there were two hours of the twenty-four which he would not 
suffer to be wrested from him by any business whatsoever* 
Another of these three youths, Roger Macguire, carried him- 
self with so much impertinence in his embassy at Castlebar (to 
he mentioned presently) as would have drawn destruction on 
his own head, if the safety of better people had not happened at 
that time to be included in his. 

<< Disagreeable as an inmate, 0*Donnel was not, however, 
without merit as an officer, and a guardian of the public peace* 
Bis first exertions were directed to preventing waste by the un- 
necessary slaughter of beasts. To supply the rebel camp, sheep 
and oxen had been driven in daily in such numbers, and with 
so little attention to economy, that as there was very little salt 
to be had, and the weather was rather warm, it was found ne- 
cessary to bury many joints of fresh meat in the earth to 
prevent an infection. Of this abuse the commandant and 
the bishop were eye-witnesses one morning, being led to 
a back-yard in the town where lay the carcases of half a 
dozen bullocks just killed* 0<Dontiel received orders to lay 
hefore the magistrate Devitt, regular accounts of what fresh 
meat would be wanted by the troops on permanent duty. The ma- 
gistrate was to issue a requisition for the supply demanded, 
sending a guard to take so much from the fardners, and no 
more. The beasts were to be taken to one particular spot, ap- 
pointed for killing them : and proclamation was made, that any 
person caught in driving and killing, without a written order 
from the magistrate, should be instantly shot. By the vigilance 
of 0<Donnel the order was tolerably well obeyed, though the 
consumption after all was certainly very great. 

*< It was a novel situation to the bishop to be forced to sub- 
sist oh plunder, both of meat and drink. The choicest beef 
and mutton from grazing grounds that feed the i)oast of the 
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markets of Dublin, excellent wines and spirits extracted from 
the cellars of his very good friends the neighbouring gentry, 
made their visits in due order at the casde, and were received, 
at first with groans and lamentations over the times^ and at last 
with great ^quanimity^ as a misfortune that could not be helped* 
At times, the company at the casde even felt a disposition to be 
merry on the arrival of one of these felonious cargoes. Some 
botdes of excellent hock, drawn from the cellars of the right 
Hon. colonel King at Ballina, came as a present from the French 
officer there to M. Charost* The wine on trial was found so 
good, that conscience began to mutter at the sin of assisting in 
the robbery of so hospitable a gendeman as the owner must 
have been^ unless \\e might be proved guilty of some crimen 
He was therefore formally indicted for loyalty^ for an obstinate 
adherence to his sovereign, and to the constitution under which 
he was bom. llie charge was easily proved^ as colonel King 
was then just recovering from a shot through the body, which 
he had received at the batde of New Ross, fighting stoudy at 
the head of his regiment against the United Irishmen^ the meri- 
torious allies of France, and lovers of rev<^uUon» Of course 
he was pronounced gmlty with acclamations^ and his witie was 
confiscated without a dissenting voice- 
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€i THE confa8io& of the times had unavoidnbly suspended 
the exercise of public worship by the members bf the estaUidi- 
ed church* On the LoT«Ps-dayi a eo»8a(k];able munberfiMmi 
the town used to venture into the castle to join the £unily diere 
at devouons^ offered up with a seriousness and ferveney siut- 
able to the present distress. The worthy minister of the parishf 
dean Thompson, weat through tl» chunh swrice, assisted by 
his curate ; the bishop preached. We all found by expericncCf 
both lay and clergy, the tmth of the psalmist^s declaratifMU 
Jt is good for me that I have been in qffiction^ Happy, if we 
shall be enabled by the divine aid, through idle varying soenes 
o£ our future Ufe, to retwi the good feding, and prac- 
tise the lessons, which that awful period impressed upon 
us ! Ptayers were offering at the casde on the ninth of 8q>- 
tember^ when the congregation wfis alarmed by hearing the 
sound of the cathedral belL On inquiry it was found that Mr* 
O^Oonnel had taken the key of the church out of the sexton's 
bouse, and ordered the bell to be rungfor the purpose of calling 
his Romian catholic followers to mass in the house of Mr. Mk>r^ 
risray a protestant merchant, who with his family, was forced to 
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witness the ceremony* The bishop was determined not to 
overlook such an encroachment. He went, immediately after 
divine service, to 0*DonneI, expostulated calmly with him on 
an action which must awake the jealousy of the established 
church for the safety of what the law had put into their hands, 
and in conclusion, desired he would return' the key, and for 
die future, give up all thought of using the church bell. With 
this demand O^Donnel, apparently softened by the manner in 
which it was urged, complied; nor was any attempt afterwards 
actually made on the cathedral by the Romaniiita, though in 
the camp they often expressed a resolution to seize upon it; 
The presence of the French always restrained them. 

** Indeed, the contrast with regard to religious sentiments^ 
betw een the French and their Irish allies^ was extremely cu- 
rious. The athiest despised and affronted the bigot; but the 
wonder was, how the zealous p^ipist should come to any terms 
of agreement wttli a set of men^ who boasted openly in our 
hearing, * that they had just driven Mr* Pope out of Italy, 

* and did not expect to fitid him again so suddenly in Ireland.* 
It astonished the French officers to hear the recruits, when they 
offered their service, declare, ' that they were come to take 

* arms for France, and the Blessed Virgin J The conduct of 
the several priests, who engaged in the same treasonable enter- 
prise, was yet more surprising than that of their people. No 
set of men could be treated with more apparent mark& of dis- 
likCf and even contempt* than these were by the French, 
though against the plainest suggestions of policy, which recom- 
mended attention to them, both as having an influence over 
their flocks, and as useful interpreters, most of them, (from 
their foreign education,} being able to speak a little French* 
Tet the commandant would not trust to their interpretation: if 
he wanted to know the truths he waited till he could see the 
bishop. A hair-brained priest of the name of Sweeney had 
escaped along with Boudet from Newport, when it was re- 
taken, apprehensive of the punishment which afterwards over- 
took the poor wretch for the active part he had adopted in ex- 
citing his parishioners to rebellion. The man had a smattering 
of fldence, particularly in the antiquities of his country* of which 
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he seemed to be passionately fond. On being introduced by 
Boudet to the commandant, he preferred an humble request to 
that officer, that whereas every thing lately belonging to the 
protestants must now be French property, and inasmuch as 
soldiers were not usually covetous of books, he should be ex- 
tremely obliged to M. Charost, if he would make him a present 
of the bishop of Killalla's library. * The bishop's hbrary!* 
answered Charost, turning from him with contempt, * is just 
* as much his own now, as ever it was.' 

" What powerful motive could prevail on this order of men 
to lend their hearts and hands to a revolution, which so mani- 
festly threatened to overwhelm their own credit and consequence, 
supposing even that they were indifferent to the fate of that 
religion of which they professed themselves to be the conse- 
crated ministers ? I will tell the reader what I conceive to be 
the true key to this mysteiy, if I may have his pardon for the 
digression. 

" The almost total dependence of the Romish clerg}- of Ire- 
land upon their people for the means of subsistence is the cause, 
according to my best judgment^ why^ upon every popular com- 
motion, many priests of that communion have been, and until 
measures of better policy are adopted, always will be found in 
the ranks of sedition and opposition to the established govern* 
ment. The peasant will love a revolution, because he feels the 
weight of poverty, and has not often the sense to perceive that 
a change of masters may render it heavier r the priest must fol- 
low the impulse of the popular wave, or be left behind on the 
beach to perish. There was a time indeed, when superstitioii 
was of force to uphold the credit and revenues of the church of 
Rome, even where convulsions shook to pieces the Ciibric of 
civil government. But the reign of superstition is either past, 
or passing : at least if it holds the mind of the believer, it is 
not, by many degrees, so eifectual as formerly to open his fiurse* 
Holy oil, and indulgencies, and absolutions, have £dlen veiy 
much in their price; confessions are, comparativdy speaking, 
iKiproductive; and even the golden mine of purgatory seems to 
be running to a thread. Voluntary contribution, the main re- 
source of die priest, must depend oA popularity. < Live with 
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me, and live as I do. Oppress me not with superior learning 
or refinement* Take thankfully what I choose to give you, and 
earn it by compliance with my political creed and conduct'—- 
such, when jusdy translated, is the language of the Irish cot- 
tager to his priest. It is language which will be listened to ia 
proportion to the exigency of the case. A sturdy moralist will 
^o his duty in spite of penury : admirable^ and not to be looked 
for among the common herd of mankinclf ia the virtue which 
can withstand the menace of absolute want of bread. The re- 
medy for this defect in the present political system of Ireland, 
should seem to be as easy as it is obvious. But it is not for a 
private individual to suggest to our enlightened legislature 
either the time or the measure in which such a remedy, ought 
to be applied. 

'* Aldiough the cathedral church of Killalla escaped violence 
in the manner related, there was scarcely another protestant 
place of worship throughout the united dioceses, that did not 
quickly bear evident marks of the religious intolerance of the 
rebels- But their malice was chirfly directed against a prcsby- 
terian meeting-house between XillaJla and Ballina, the only 
one of the kind in the county. It had lately been fitted up and 
decently ornamented by the unwearied exertions of the minister, 
the reverend Mr. Marshall, whose exemplary character had 
entitled him to so much respect, that aU his p rotes ant neighbours, 
without distinction, had contributed to give liim a handsome 
place of worship. In a very short time after the commence* 
ment of the rebellion^ nothing remained of the meeting-house 
except the walls. The congregation experienced no better 
treatment than their temple. They were a colony of very in- 
dustrious weavers from the north, translated hither some years 
back by the earl of Arran, to a village of his called MuUifarrah, 
where they had flourished so much, that they were grown rich, 
and had increased to the number of a thousand persons. The 
name of Orangemen had but just begun to be heard of in Con* 
naught; and much it were to be wished, that no such socieQr 
had ever appeared among us, to furnish to the Romanists too 
plausible a pretext for alarm and hostility against their pro- 
testant brethren. The bishop had opposed their establishment 
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with all his might. On the very day when the invasion hap- 
pened, he was busied in entering a protest, in his primaiy 
visitation charge, against the first sentence of the oath by which 
Orangemen are united together, * I am not a Roman cathc^c' 
The words sounded in his ears too much like those in the 
prophet, Standoffs lam holier than thou; and assuredly they 
are not calculated to conciliate. The society had originated in 
the same nonhern county, which some years before had d\B*- 
graccd Itself by an infamy new to protestants, an actual expul- 
sion of Roman catholics from their homes. The perpetrators of 
this lawless deed were supposed to be chiefly presbyterians ; 
and now upon die unoffending people of that persuasion in 
Connaught were to be retaliated the injuries done to the Ho- 
manists in TTlster. The village of Mullifarrah, on pretence of 
searching for arms, was ransack ed in three nocturnal invasions 
of the rebels, till there was nothing left in it wonh carrying 
away; and this in defiance of a pi-otection under the hand of 
the commandant, obLiined for them and their pastor by the 
bishop. The poor sufferers came in tears to M. Charost, lo 
return him a protection which had done them no good. It 
shocked him very much. Often did he whisper the bishops 
that no considijraiion should prevail on him again to trust him- 
self to such a horde of savages as the Irish. 

" The cloud of common suffering makes the features of 
distinction between protestants, in the matter of religion, ap- 
pear as nothing. Mr. Marshall having lost his own chapel, 
readily and devoutly joined us in our worship. Service being 
ended, he informed us, that the people of Sligo, after a smart 
action or two at Colooney on the preceding ^Fhursday, had 
succeeded in turning the French from their own town towards 
the county of Leitrim, where it was probable they would meet 
a force from Enniskillen and Dublin, that would be able to 
give a good account of them. Casdebar^ Newport-Pratt, and 
Westport, he assured i^s, were recovered^ and nothing remained 
in the hands of the enemy but our town and BalHua. The 
joy of this news was presently dashed with the reflection, that 
if the French should push on, and be defeated at length in 
some place far removed from us, we must be left, absolutely 
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destitute qt defen^ at tl^e^ v$ercy of rd^eli irritatefld by despair, 
ipid for a ^pace of tiaie ^uite su^cient to accomplish our de- 
struction The danger was feU and acknowledged; but as we 
could not by our own foresight avert i^ we cast ourselves for 
lAe event oa the good pleasure of Him, wha knew best wh&t 
was fitting for us. . 

** Mr. Marshall was the bearer this morning, Sept, 9th, of 
a ^:e9h complaint from his people at MuHifarrdi ; they had not 
only been robbed of thtir goods, but a considerable number of 
them had bet^n carried prisoners to Ballina for the aUedged 
tffime of being Orangemen, where, by permiasion of the French 
officer True, they remained cloae prisoners, with scarcely any 
tipngfor their support- This behaviour of True much dis- 
ideased the commandant, as he had straidy charged that officer 
not to listen to accusations on a religious account^ nor suffer 
Uty perscHi to be confined for them. He thought It incumbent 
^ him therefore to go immediately to Ballina to rectify mat- 
lera tbere^ and enforce a better execution of his orders, which 
he did, taking Ponson along with himp The business employed 
him the whole day, as he had above sixty prisoners to examine 
and discharge. During his absence, the loyalists at Killalla had 
n4t been very easy in their minds, committed as they were to 
the psotection of M. Boudet only^ and on the day of the week 
when danger was most to be apprehended, from the confluence 
fit people out of th^e couhtiy to their prayers. ^ 

<^ Nothing, however, of an unpleasant nature Occurred this 
or the two following dai}^, except the usual annoyance from lies 
of the approach of an enemy^ fabricated by the rebels to colour 
their importunity for ammtmltion. Seven hundred and fifty 
rtcniits were counted befin*e the castle gate on the eleventh^ 
who cam€^to offer their services for retaking the neighbouring 
towns that had returned to dieir allegiance; and dib, after 
arms h|^been delivered o^t by the French, as I mentioned 
before, to upwards of five thousand. The population in the 
mountainous parts of the county of Mayo much exceeds what 
the country, from i|s haggard appearance, would be thought 
capable of sustaining. These last recruits were extremely 
urgent to cut down two ash groves, planted to screen the see- 
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hou^ ffora ttie wihd» that blr*r «to so muA faiy hi <«» «^ 
mate. Pikes they miist have^ they said, aiii^fe they wttre nd« 
supplied with other weapons; but they paid the biihop di^ 
compliment of promising to spare his trees, if Ifc worfd On^ 
get them leave from the commandant to cut down those thai: 
belonged to his neighbrnir Roger Palmer, Esq. or to the agini 
of that gentleman, sir John Edmund Browne^ who seemed to 
be very unpopuli^r among dn^irip With much difficulty and 
with the s:\crifice of three or four verj- good trees, they were 
pre\'ailed up^m to desist at that time from further mischief, 

" Beptember twelfth and thirteenth, the messengers of ill ^ 
news poured in upon us continually, announcing fresh depre- 
daUon!5 on ttvtiy si<le. Castlereagb, the seat of Arthur knox, 
Esq. (bralher-in-law to the eurl of Meath) Castle Lacken, the 
property of sir John Palmer, Biirt. vv^ere hrnke open and com- 
plctfcly rifled. Mr- Bourke, of Summer-hill^ informed tte 
bishop by message^ that he was threatened grievously, and 
in danger of murder, if he was not supplied presently with % 
guard and ammunition: he added in his note, that he^ had cash 
ii|^th6 house, 'which he wished to have conveyed to tke castle. 
A faithful domestic of Mr. Knox's came with tears in his eyi» 
to the bishop,' to beg be would send a party of men to Cgjlfc 
reagh, to snatch up what might yfet be rescued froni thfe spoilers, 
particularly a quantity of wiue,^ spirits, and groceries^ which^if 
they must bf lost to his master, haci better }fo to the use oTthi 
garrison in tJie casde, than to a paijPe^ (tf ruffians. 

** The want of horses was hojr <el| sev^ly* Thcf^biahop 
had but one left, which had ^^^n sent "back to him by the 
French from Castlebar. This ^flit ' dispached with a car to 
Castlereagb, together with a party uftd^r O^Donnel, to bring off 
what goods he could to the casde. Another horse was found 
somewhere, to convey M. Boudet to Summer-hill ; and as he 
could effect nothing without an interpreter, die bishop^ much 
against his will, was obliged to trust his eldest son with this 
officer, through a country rendered almost as dangerous as a 
field of battle, by the inconsiderate firing <^ shots by the rebels 
in all directions. The pair walked and rode by turns, and a 
very unpleasant suspense prevailed at the castle till their return 
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hte in the evening, fey their appcarance/rfSummefhill, q 
was for the present restofed to thg< plated' Boadet tendi 
honourable testimony tothef-spirit with \^ich 3it# Bauftko 
fended his property against a host of marauders. But 
bishop trembled at the hazard his son 'Edwi« had incur 
when Mr. Bourke prevailed on him to be fte bearer to 
castle of a hundred «nd seventy guineiks in cash* 

** While this was passing, all was confusion ita 'the lo 
part of the castle, by the condition in which the party retur 
that had gone to Casdereagh. No expedient fat saving 
wine and spirits from the unworthy mouths that w«re prepai 
to swallow them appeared to the messengers to be so re 
and effectual, as that of u^ing the liquors instantly themseb 
In consequence^ the bishop's butler returned from the expe 
tion pot-valianty quarrelled with the gardener and carter, j 
sented a blunderbuss at the former, and provoked the bisl 
himself so much by saucy language, that he lost his tem{ 
and almost knocked the fellow down with a box on the c 
^e commandant interposing, locked him up in his own parn 
and left him to sleep there till morning. The man had h 
an excellent servant, and it is hoped will continue to be so i 
]Jace of less temptation. But the opportunity of gaining 
the arrival of the French was too alluring : he declared 
them immediately, ser\'ed them only, to the neglecting of 
master, betrayed the secrets of the cellar to them, talked c4 
like a rebel, and in short did such things, as might have brouj 
his neck in question, if his master had not, after the action 
Killallay recommended to him a speedy retreat out of 1 
country. Some liquor, the groceries, and a quantity of fur 
tore, the property of Mr. John Knox, were safely deposited 
the castle. 

^ From Casde Lacken little or nothing could be save 
T%e manner in which this mansion, the old family seat of 
John Palmer, was surprised, is worth describing. Mr. Waldrc 
agent to the baronet, who rented the house, and had a ve 
considerable propertv^ in and about it, had received a gua 
from the French, with which for some days he had been at 
to protect himself again^ his disorderly neighbours. Tl 
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guards however required guarding as mtich as the rest of their 
countrymen; and a phui was concerted, in consequence of 
which the hoiiae should appear to be taken by a suddeu assault, 
in spite of all opposition. A horseman came in full gallop 
through the suirounding crowd to the door, announcing hijn* 
self to be an express from the bishop at Eallalla. The unwaty 
owner unbarred his door^ and in an instant the mob without 
and the guards within threw the unfortunate man on the floor, 
ran over him many times, dispersed his afirighted family o£ 
children and grand-children, completely gutted the house, and 
even carried away the flooring, drove of his stock, and in shevt 
did him damage (as he afterwards proved tO the committiee) 
little short of three thousand pounds. It was melandioly to 
see a family, accustomed to ease and comfort, arrive the next 
day at Killalla on foot, with nothing saved but the dodies en 
their backs* But this was a spectacle, to wUch we had now 
been too much familiarized. Mr. Waldron had another house 
and farm in the vicinity, which were presently after desttxiyed 
in as merciless a maimer by the same savages. 

^^ The farm-hoUse of Mr. John Boyd (a woniiy meA, re* 
spectable also for his skill as a surveyer) though gmtty' expos- 
ed by standing single at a considerable distance from towt^, was 
preserved by a circumstance that may be reckoned cifrious, as it 
shews the light in which the insurgents beheld their Frendi 
allies. Two soldiers of that nation, wounded, butndt dange- 
rously, at Castlebary were sent to the commandant to be pot 
into some place where they mig^t be recovered. BIr.' Boyd, 
by the bishop's advice, ofiered his own house as a quiet retreat 
for the men, who at the same time, from the respect paid by 
the rebels to the French^ might be a security to him and U» 
family. The offer was accepted^ and proved eflectual for the 
purpose intended ; for though gangs of robbers finequendy 
threatened the house^ no attack was actually mad^tia it, as loikg 
as the foreigners (very well behaved poor fellows) continued in 
it^ which was for upwards of a fortnight. I^ cost much ex- 
ertion afterwards to defend the same hotiye to the end of the 
troubles.'' 
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<« SEPTEMBER the twelfth, in the evening, the light of 
hope began to open on the loyalists of Killalla. Something 
must have happened, they whispered one another, to the pre- 
judice of the French arms, as an express arrived from BaUina, 
and was sent back in wet and darkness almost immediately ; the 
French officers also, from that time, looked ve^ much de- 
jected. Next morning, a prisoner was brought in from Ballina, 
supposed to be of note, because the commandant wished th» 
bishop to be present at his examination. 

^ It proved to be William Charles Fortescue, Esq. nephew 
and heir to Lord Clermont, and member for the county of 
liouth, a gentleman with whom the bishop had not the honour 
of being before acquainted. The conversation between him 
gnd M. Charost passing in the French language, and in a low 
tone of voice, the bishop was on the point of quitting the room, 
when f/lr. Fortescue announced himself in English to be the 
brother of the young clergyman already mentioned, as having 
received a mortal wound in the first rencounter with the French. 
No certain intelligence of his death had reached Dublin; so 
that Bin F. was ^stigated by affection for an excellent and 
only brother to set out on horseback for Ballina, attended by ' 
ime servant, resolved to take hi^ chance, if that town should 
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yet be in the hands of the rebels, though, when he left the capi- 
tal, it was believed to have returned, along with the rest of the 
county, to the king's peace* On his wa^ he had passed through 
Granafd, just after the battle of Ballinamuck, where he had 
seen general Humbert an4 his officers, going as prisoners of 
war to Dublin ; and even then he had no intimation, that he 
ipight not proceed without danger as far as Ballina* Me did 
not discover his mistake, till he was arrested by a patrole 
within a short distance from that town* The commandiajB;^ 
officer there, M. True, with his usual brutality charged him- 
with coming there as a spy to intimidate the friends of liberty 
by a false report of the defeat of their army, detained the ser- 
vant and baggage, and sent the master to Killalla to be examin- 
ed by Charost. From the description Mr. Fortescue gave him 
of the persons of the French officers whom he had seen prison- 
ers, the commandant could have no doubt of the defeat of his 
countrymen, even though he had not been furnished with a 
more convincing proof by the receipt of two letters from officers 
in the French army, stating the capture of their whole force 
near the iron mines in the county of Leitrim, together widi 
the dispersion of their Irish allies, on the Saturday pre- 
ceeding* , . 

*' These letters the commandant made no scruple of impart- 
ing to the bishop, with an air of confidence in his honour, and 
his discretion, which was certainly very flattering. He gave 
him leave at the same time to discourse on the subject with Mr. 
Fortescue, only admonishing them both of the present danger 
of divulging the secret. Of such a caution, in truth, tfiey 
stood in very little need : for it was plainly the interest of Ae 
loyalists to observe the strictest silence with regard to the iD 
posture of the affairs of the rebels, lest these should be on their 
backs before the king^s army could come to their relief. Mr. 
Fortescue was taking his leave of the commandant to return to 
his disagreeable confinement under True, when the bishop, in 
French, (that Charost might object, if he pleased) invited him 
to share bed and board with them at the castle, an offer which^ 
after some apologies, was thankfully accepted, and Mr. Fortes- 
cue's condition^ though far inferior to that he was used Uh 
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became easy from dieticeforth in comparison of what he had 
endured at Ballina* The presence of this gentlman was of 
great service in supporting the spirits of the company at the 
castle ; far, having attained to the rank of major in the army, 
he possessed a steadiness of mind in danger, and a prudence» 
ttie result of experienccf which often suggested the most saluta* 
ly counsels* 

^ Concealment of the news from Ballinamuck was not long 
pi«cdcable. People who had escaped from the slaughter came 
in hourly to offer their services to the commandant, though 
several of them carried in their persons evident marks how 
little they had gained by their zeal for the cause. The intelli- 
gence did not seem by any means to produce on the minds of 
the rebeb the effect that might naturally have been expected^ 
their gradual dispersion and return to their own homes. On 
the contrary, the resort to the camp in th^ bishop'3 meadows 
grew greater every day j the talk of vengeance on the grotestants 
was louder and more frequent ; the rebels were drilled regular? 
ly, ammunition was demanded, and every preparation made for 
as obstinate defence against the arms of their sovereign. Care- 
less of the future, or trusting to the delay which must be occa* 
sioned by the distance of the king's army, they thought of 
nothing but living merily, as long as they might, upon the 
property that lay at their mercy ; and they did use their power 
of doing mischief most terribly. Spoil was not the sole, or 
even the principal, object of their leaders ; for they destroyed 
in every decent habitation much more than they carried away. 
Depression of the industrious and better sort, the universal 
levelling of conditions, in order to bring on the glorious reign 
of equallityy such appeared to be the wish of those who aspired 
at all to the praise of thinking, and called themselves republic 
cans : the mob had no prompters but lust of pillage and super- 
stition. For, that enmity to the protestant religion entered 
into the motives of the devastation in Connaught, cannot with 
any shew of reason be denied, since it is notorious that, except 
during the indiscriminate plunder which took place at the cap- 
ture of Castlebar, very few instances occurred, throughout the 
province, of the house or property of a Roman catholic being, 
injured by the rebels. 
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<< Very different from those of the natives were the feelings 
of the French officers at Killalla, after they were assured of 
the miscarriage of their enterprise. Conceiving their task of 
annoying Britain to be for the present ccuicludjsd^ and expect- 
ing shordy to join their brother officers in Dublm, they looked 
to nothing but to the preserving of peace and quiet round aboii( 
them, till a regular English force should approach, to wUch 
they mighty without discredit^ render themselves prisoners. 
They did not, indeed, profess so much to'the rebels. On the 
contrary, they appeared always ready to train the men to armsf 
and to head them in any enterprbe they proposed against the 
common enemy. But at the same time the commaadant fre* 
quendy warned them, that he would have no hand in incursions 
for pillage : * he was Chef de Brigade,^ he said^ ^ but not Chef 
de Brigands ;' and if ever he caught them preparing to spoil 
" and murder protestants, he and liis officers should side with 
the protectants against them to the very last extremity. He 
took extraordinary care also to be provided against the worst 
Twelve good carabines^ properly loaded, stood always ready 
in the bed-chamber where the three officers slept. Arms 
were distributed to seven or eight trusty persons of the bishop's 
femily. A guard of eighteen (whom^ as I said, it was necessa- 
ry to keep an eye upon) watched in and round the house. The 
Frenchmen themselves were extremely alert, allowing them- 
selves very litde sleep, and scarcely any in the night, ior ten 
days together. The steady undisturbed countenance of Charost 
added weight to his preparations. 

** The 18th of SejJt Avas a day of Continual alarm. Reports 
from the rebel camp just beside us grew stronger than cver^ 
that a mutiny was breaking out. About three o'clock, as the 
bishop and commandant were walkmg in the garden, one of the 
leaders of the rebels came in a great hurry to assure tiiem, it 
was the determined purpose of the camp immediately to impri- 
80ii» in the cathedral, every protestant as a pledge for their own 
•ecurity, in case of the arrival of the king's army. The man 
was dismissed with dianks for the warning, and desire to uU 
iiis countrymen, < that we were ready for them.' A good din- 
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ner soon after stopt their mouths, as it used to do: for we 
remarked) that the rebels in camp were always most inclined 
to cabal, and do mischief^ while didr dinner was preparing : 
when they had been regaled with beef and mutton, and a 
moderate share of whiskey, they became good humoured and 
tractable. 

** On the 19th, at noon^ they were hungry and quarrelsome 
again. The commandant, with a guard of thirty men, marched 
about the town, proclaiming his orders to the men to go to their 
homes, immediately after they had received their allowance of 
beef. While he was thus engaged^ a crowd gathered about the 
gate. The armed began to mutter as well as the unarmed* 
At last the bishop stept out to diem, and asked what they 
wanted. 

" They had heard, that many of their kinsmen and friends 
were in close confinement at Castlebar ; and if they thought that 
was really the case, they could not be blamed for wishing to re» 
taliate on the protestants here. 

•' Are you stire of the fact ? — ^No. 

^ Why then, said the bishop, would it not be just and pru- 
dent to send messengers to Castlebar, whom you could trusty 
for a true report, before you proceed further. 

** Right : but who will go on scich an errand ? 

«* Take one of your own people, replied the bishop^ with one 
of ours, to go immediately to the commanding officer at Casde- 
bar. Let them carry a flag of truce, and a letter from me to 
general Trench, or other officer commanding there, setting 
forth our situation, and our hope that nothing would be done 
to the prisoners at Castlebar which may provoke reprisals on 
the protestants at Killalla. Disperse now, and you shall hav^ 
a full and fair statement of things by to-morrow. Let the per- 
sons to go with the flag be dean Thompson and Mr. Roger 
Macguire. 

^* With the populace half the work of persuasion is frequent* 
ly over, when you can get them to listen. The bishop made 
the family one day merry by relating what he had just over- 
heard. Two country fellows were disputing and pulling each 
other by the thvoat in the court-}rar4, when one cried to the 
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othor, * Come away to the bishop, he will settle it tor us — hh 
makes us hear one another.^ 

" The promised letter was presently written, and received 
with applause by the mutineers. The choice of ambassadors 
was likewise ratified by general consent; for young Macguire 
was an active partizan of the rebels, ard dean 'niampson*s 
character high in the estimation of all descriptions of people, 
and his influence at Castkbar^ where he had been curate for 
nineteen years^ was known to be equal to his merit* It was 
agreed, that the messengers should set out for Casdebar al- 
four the next morning, and till they returned, nothing should be 
attempted* 

^ It was a great exertion for dean Thompson to undertake 
this perilous errand, and greater on the part of his . wife to 
consent to it. The mount^n road was to be taken to Castlebar, 
as the shortest ; but it was a wild country, swarming with rob- 
bers ; nei^er was it at all certain, that the protestant messen« 
ger would not be arrested on the way by the friends of Mac- 
guire, who might have consented to the embassy only to get 
such a person as the dean into their hands. If he was jusdy 
uneasy, his lady was still more to be pitied, encumbered as she 
was with the charge of four young children, and far advanced 
in her pregnancy. But this worthy couple, seeing no measure 
so likely as the proposed one to rescue themselves and Aeir 
friends^ acquiesced in it without a nmrmur^ and committed the 
issue to Providence. 

" Mysterious are the ways of Divine Providence ! unfathom- 
able the depth of that wisdom, which often concedes a boon, 
only to tr>' us afterwards by withdrawing it! liitde didst thou 
foresee, amiable and unhappy woman, that the husband, whose 
escape from that peril transported thee with so much joy and 
gratitude to^ heaven, should in the succeeding year be torn for 
ever from thee by a fever, contracted in the course pf his mi- 
iiistr}^ by attendance on a sick bed. Be comforted, however. 
Ilis virtues, though in the nxid. season of life, had rendered him 
full ripe for the great harvest. Thou hast it in thy power to 
cam a splendid recompence hereafter by patience, by attentioa 
to thy fatherless offspring ! 
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*' The night of the nineteenth was past by almost the entire 
family at the castle without sleep. At midnight, as they were 
going to rest, one of the Macguires^ from Crosmalina, burst in 
upon them with the oews, that his troop liad just been fired 
upon by the English, who might be expected at Killalla im- 
mediately* It was not probable, that a regular force would be 
exposed to the chances of an engagement with such a crew in 
the night ; but the story had the same effect as if it was true. 
The house was up all night, and had the pleasure of listening 
to the uproar made by the two Macguires, Roger and the new 
comer, in getting most beastly drunk in their cousin O'Don- 
nePs room, till the commandant at last cuffed, and turned them 
both out of doors. In the morning, the false reporter from 
Crosmalina slipt home again, rather ashamed of himself; but 
his brother, the ambassador, could not be found to go on his 
errand till it was near noon. The dean and lie then set out on 
horseback, well armed with swords and pistols. 

^< A troublesome consequence of the report brought by Mac- 
guire was, that it furnished a pretence to the pikemen, dismissed 
the day before by the commandant, to return to the town with 
offers of serving against the approaching enemy. In two 
hours the camp was said to number two thousand men. To 
do them justice, the peasantry never appeared to want animal 
courage, for they flocked together to meet danger whenever 
it was expected. Had -it pleased heaven to be as liberal to them 
of brains as of hands, it is not easy to say to what length of 
mischief they might have proceeded ; but they were all along 
unprovided with leaders of any ability. Bellew, their earliest 
officer, was a drunken brute, to whom nobody paid obedience, 
even before he was turned out of office by the commandant. 
Little better, either for talent or sobriety, was O'Dowd, a man 
of some estate in the county, and almost the only gentleman 
that took arms with the rebels, for which he paid the forfeit 
of his life at Ballinamuck. Mr. Richard Bourke, of Ballina, 
before-mentioned, had some military knowledge, was a good 
drill Serjeant, firm in combat, and popular; so that he might 
have dope the harm he wished, if the habitual stupefaction of 
drink had not been an overmatch for his malice. 0*Donnel 
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knew nothing of aims, ^oi; was he likely to learn the profession 
quickly^ his petulance making him unfit for discipline, mso* 
much that at one time Charoe^ waa forctid to lay him under an 
^trrest for some hours for quitting the neighbourhood, the ni^t 
before^ without orders. Yet the vulgar, who ean discern in 
i^thers what they have not in themselves, ft^owed tjbis .young 
man more readily than ^y other who .pretended to lead them, 
because they saw he had more jiense, more command of him* 
self; and more moderation in tiie ^xercUe of authority. Even 
the loyalists at Killalla acklowledged obligation, to him for the 
industry with which they saw him ex^t himself to preyent pil- 
lage, patroling the streets on horseback for several nights to« 
gether, and withholding, both by threatd and persuasion^ those 
whom he found bent upon mischief* 

«< ITiere were times, when nothing could withhold them but 
blows. On the 20th, the house of the custom-house officer, 
Mr. Rudedge, was again attacked by a band of rufBaos^ after 
it had been three or four times ransacked before. The pretence 
was, that it contained tobacco, an article of whidi tl^ country 
people are so fond, that they bear the want of it more impa- 
tienUy than that of food. To quell the riot, Ponson was called 
from a nap he was taking, after being up all night. Alone he 
fell upon the whole crew, and aiming a blow at the foremost pil- 
lager, brought the fellow to the groundf to his infinite dismay; 
but the effort bent and broke the bayonet. Yet the dastardly 
assailants were put to the rout by this spirited exertion, and 
dispersed. 

<< Friday morning, the 21st, brought another diorderly gang 
to molest the casde. These called themselves a deputation 
firom the camp. They had heard, that Mr. Bourke of Si^- 
merhill was fully purposed to employ a guard he had received 
from the commandant in harassing the families of his poor 
neighbours, while the heads of them were fighting for liberty ; 
and they were come to ask leave to take him up. « You may 

* go> ^ yo^ please,' answered Charost, • but I will follow you 

* with my officers, and fire upon you, if I catch you in the act 

* of plundering Summer-hill.' The affair was compromised by 
O'Donnel's gomg over to Summerhill with a letter to Mr; 



Digitized 



by Google 



REBELLION IN IRELAND. 833 

Botirke from the commandant, to warn him that he should con- 
tent himself with acting on the defensive only, as he expected 
to have his guard left with him. Mr. Bourke needed no such 
warning, for he had never trusted the guard within his doors* 
What provoked the commonalty so much against this gentle- 
man was the thought, diat he should have it to boast he had 
set the whole body of united Irish at defiance for a month to- 
gether. Even O^Donnel did not like to give him such matter 
of triumph. 

** After breakfast the same day, the bishop went into the 
town with M. Charost, to assist him in ordering a newly-arrived 
body of pikemen to go home to their harvest. It was a service 
of danger. About one hundred surly looking fellows, were to 
be told, that the commandant had got men enough to guard the 
place (which was now his only business here) and did not 
desire to be troubled with a pack of robbers. Charost begged 
his interpreter to signify this to the people in words of com* 
mand^ such as would leave no doubt or dispute about his mean- 
ing; and Ponson, to enforce the order, pursued the rear of the 
body with his firelock, with expressions of contempt and anger 
so ridiculous, as to provoke the smiles of the loyalists, though 
plainly contrary to prudence. The pikemen muttered threats 
as they retired, both against xht protestants and their abettors^ 
as they called the French ; and from that time accounts came 
in hourly, that they were resolved not to disperse, as they were 
ordered to do, but would choose new leaders, and plunder the 
town that very evening, in spite of the French and of O'Don- 
nel. They seemed to wait only for the return of the ambas- 
sadors^ whose arrival was indeed anxiously expected by all par- 
ties. 

** At four o'clock the castle family had a message, just be- 
fore dinner, from an eye-witness, that the king's army were 
advancing in great numbers, and by two roads from Castlebar. 
They must be at Ballina, it was said, by this time. Dinner 
was laid on the table, notwithstanding. In the midst of it, in 
rushed Thomas Kirkwood, a young officer of yeoman cavalrj", 
with news that the attack on our front gate was commencing 
by about a score of armed men. Such a number did not fright- 
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en us. ^ Stay till they get to a head,* says the commandant* 
We drank away, till they had increased to near fift}'. Then 
the commandant took his hat, and marching out ^^ ith his two 
officers fully armed, he steps forward to the pikemen, orders 
them to retire from the musqueteers, divides the latter into three 
platoons, and sets them directly to go through their exercbe* 
Occupied for some time with these movements, they had not 
leisure to apply themselves to worse, and thus were easify per- 
suaded at last to disperse. 

«* A loud shout at six in the evening proclaimed the safe re- 
turn of our two ambassadors. Great was the joy of the whole 
town at the sight of them, when we begun to despair of their 
appearance, at least before morning. They brought back a very 
polite letter to the bishop from general Trench, assuring him 
that his prisoners were, and should be, treated with all possible^ 
tenderness and humanity. The letter was publicly read to the 
multitude, and left in their hands. No disturbance ensued that 
night ; but the trepidation was so great^ that the castle could 
scarcely contain the refugees. Not fewer than fourscore per- 
sons were housed in it. Nine of these, including Mr. Fortes- 
cue, slept on the floor of the bishop's study. In their own 
bed-chamber the bishop and his lady were obliged to find room 
for four children of their own, and as many more of a neigh- 
bour, together with their terrified mother. Fear, we know> is 
• a passion not much troubled with qualms of delicacy. 
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•* OUR mission to Castlebar had the effect that was foreseen 
ahd wished. Dean Thompson, though very closely watched 
by his fellow-messenger, as long as the latter was able to keep 
himself awake, found means to have a private c\iference with 
general Trench, in which he painted to him the the desperate 
situation of the loyalists at Killalla in so strong a light, that the 
general promised to march to our relief two days'soonerthanhe 
had purposed to do, and desired him to tell the bishop, but 
with a strict injunction of secrecy, that he might expect his ar- 
my by Sunday forenoon. Arthur Stock sent his father a note, 
that he was very Well and happy at Castlebar, and hoped to 
be with us shortly. The bishop shook his head> as if he doubt- 
cd much whether his son should find us alive* 

" In effect the whole interval of time between general 
Trench's promise and its completion, was a period of keener 
anxiety than is commonly crowded into an equal space in any 
man's life. Clamour, and then a silence more terrible than cla- 
mour, reigned by turns in and about the cafitle. Our guards 
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cast their eyes upon us with an uncertainty truly alarming; they 
seemed to hesitate whether they should plunge the bayonet 
in our breasts, or fall on their knees to implore our pro* 
tection. 

" Early on Saturday morning, the loyalists were d^ired by 
the rebels to come up with them to the hill on which the Nee- 
dle-tower is built, in order to be eye witnesses of the havoc a 
a party of the king^s army was making, as it advanced towards 
us from Sligo. A train of fire too clearly distinguished their 
line of march, flaming up from the houses of unfortunate peas- 
ants. * They are only a few cabins,' remarked the bishop; 
and he had scarcely uttered the words, when he felt the im- 
prudence of them. ' A poor man's cabin,' answered one of 
the rebels, ' is to him as valuable as a palace.' Presendy after 
comes a priest from Easky-bridge in that country, named 
Macdonald, with intelligence apparently calculated to quiet 
their minds: * It was only a few farm-houses that had been 
burned, because they belonged to noted pillagers.' This he 
said in public; many believed at the time, that he told a dif- 
ferent story privately to those of his communion. O^DonneU 
the busiest of all men this day, made an offer of his service : 
he would go at the head of a party, and bring back informatioa 
to be relied on. The people were silent. They did not know 
whom to truBt. The captain might be as bad as the priest* 
All were looking to self-preservation, except the dregs of the 
commonality that longed for pillage. 

" At three o'clock,- the report of cannon and snudl arms to- 
wards Ballina could plainly be heard in the town; Ac very 
flash of the artillery was discerned from the Steeple-hilL The 
commandant was on horseback among the pike-men, whose 
eaptains he found busy in framing resolutions for an obstinate 
defence. The guard at the gate began now to slip away, mind- 
ful only of their own safety, and leaving to the mercy of every 
invader the family that had fed, and for the last seven days 
had also paid them for their attendance, at the rate of two 
guineas a-day. For on a complaint from their obtain, O^Don- 
el, that his men thought it very hard t6 be detained on military 
duty, at a time when they could each earn above a shilling 
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a-day at the harvest, the bishop had agreed to pay the ordinary 
guard of the town^ consisting of fifty men, t^n pence per man 
for one week, leaving the same burden to be sustained by the 
town's people for the week immediately following; and the 
guardy diat were now melting from him, had received their 
first week's pay. Some of the poor fellows, however, continued 
on their post to the last. During the whole of Saturday mom- 
ing'^he castle was more still and quiet than at any time since 
the invasion, it had been even at midnight. 

" The hour of dinner was not equally tranquil. As the 
cloth was removing, O'Donnel joins the company to take a 
solemn leave of us, being on the point, he said, of leading hia 
men, at their own desire, to Ballina. He takes one glass, filled 
out for him by Mrs. Stock,com mends us to heaven, and disap* 
pears. In five minutes, the parlour door flies open with a 
crash ; the bishop's gardener enters exclaiming, * Captain 
O^Donnel is dead ! he has been this moment killed by one of 
his own men.' At his back followed Mr. Marshall, the pres- 
byteriaii minister, who with arms extended, and every symptom 
oiF terror, screeches out, * Captain 0*Donnel is dead ! I saw 
* him this instant pulled fit)m his horse, and killed ? 

* Thank you, Mr. Marshall,' said the dean, looking at his 
afirighted wife, in her then condition ; * you have done your 
best to kill more than one of us.' 

** TRie bishop also was hurt by this ung^uarded action of Mr. 
Marshall, and with some sharpness expressed a wish * that he 
could defend his family from the intrusion of ill news, at least 
at meal times.' The poor man looked so mortified at the re- 
proof, that the blow recoiled instantly on him that gave it. Mr. 
M. withdrew — but the bishop sought him out soon after, and 
asked and obtained his pardon. 

** All rose to inquire about O'DonneU He was found in 
the yard with only a slight wound in the back of his hand. A 
dnmken fellow had resisted his orders, when he desired his 
men to march, and being struck with a pistol, fell, and pulled 
the captain off his horse upon his back on the ground. 
O^Donnel was on his feet in a moment, and with the butt 
end of his pistol Ijud open the skull of the offender, whom he 

Uu 
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left in the guard-room. He himself was soon in a ccmcUtioti t» 
resume his march| and away he went with about three hun- 
dred followers, taking the road to Crosmalina. Ponson, who 
was sent out to reconnoitre, now came back with news, that 
the English were within four miles of Killalla; and with this 
the inconsiderate creature betook himself to his customary em- 
ployment of singing and whistling* 

*< ITie night was uncommonly wet, which contributed to our 
quiet. Favourable in this respect, -the season was much agunst 
us in another ; for it retarded the march of our deliverers to 
that degree, that general Trench was not able to keep his pro- 
mise of being with us in the forenoon of next day, having found 
it necessary to encamp for the night at Crosmalina* Here an 
alarm, and some confusion among the king's troops, was oc- 
casioned by their picquet of sixteen horse falling in with young 
MacguirCf who with two horsemen had advanced about a mile 
before O^Donnel's men from ELillalla, and came up with the 
picquet after night-fall. Macguire boldly charged th^m^ fired 
his pistol^ and followed them into the very town^ assisted by 
the darkness, till on hearing the drums beat to arms, he* thought 
it prudent to retire. His cousin O^Donnel had committed At 
charge of his party to this youth, being himself unable to pro- 
ceed on the march farther than Rappagh^ the -seat- of Mr. 
Knox, where a sickness at stomach overtook him, which forced 
him to accept Vi bed from young Mr. Knox, after he had pro- 
cured from that gentleman a drink for his three hunder men. 
On the strength of this liquor the rebels bore the &tigue of a 
rainy march very well, till Macguire, their vaunt courier, 
brought them word that the royal army was beating to arms 
at Crosmalina. Then, for the first time, they began to recol- 
lect, that they had too little ammunition to stand a regidar en- 
gagement. So they took coimsel from their leader (or- their 
fears) and listening with pleasure to the salutary Word -* JKc- 
treat,' they broke and made the best of their way, most of than, 
to their own homes ; about thirty of the stoutest were collec- 
ted in the morning by O^Donnel, who led them back t» 
KillaUa. 
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^ On tihis mght, as well as for the nine that preceded it, the 
gentlemen that slept in the library took their turns at watching 
till morning for the common safety, and visiting the guards 
posted through the house. All were harrassed by a duty so 
fatiguing, but the French Officers most, who for several nights 
together did not ^joy an hour's repose. The family spoke in 
whispers one to another, some desponding, some blaming the 
tardiness of government in sending us relief, some incjuiring 
anxiously (or news, and some endeavouring to steal into pri- 
vacy, where they might unload their hearts with freedom be- 
fore the Throne of Mercy. 

** The twenty-third of September, Sunday, and the day of 
the equinox, opened on us with the same heavy fall of rain 
which had continued throughout the night ; but the sky cleared 
before noon. At breakfast our company was enlarged by the 
addition of two fugitive officers from Ballina, Messrs True and 
O^Keon.— * The English were come to Ballina. What man 
could do, the heroic True had atchieved. An English officer 
had' summoned him to render himself prisoner, and advanced 
to lay hold of him; but he shook him off, and in the struggle 
pulled away the officer's epaulette,' whidi he produced in tri- 
umph, ^ got on horseback, and with 0<Keon, whom he over- 
took on the road, was come to fight it out to the last at Killalla.' 
This vaporing tale was soon discovered to be a downright lie. 
True, in the confusion when Ballina was entered by the king's 
troops, had escaped on the first horse he could catch, bringing 
with him an old volunteer epaulette, the property of colonel 
King, and stolen by True out of the colonel's ward-robe. The 
appearance of this man corresponded with the character we 
Imd heard of bim— <i front of brass, an incessant fraudfiil smile, 
manners altogedier vulgar, and in his dress and person a neglect 
of cleanliness, even beyond the affected negligence of republi- 
cans. Our poor commandant seemed to like him no better than 
we did ourselves, though he was forced to welcome him at 
our breakfast with a kiss on each cheek, the modem fraternal 
embrace — a ^ght that would have provoked our smiles,had we 
heen in a humour to be amused^ But every thought was now 



Digitized 



by Google 



G40 UEBEUAON W IBELASD. 

absorbed by the expectation of the approaching scene : even the 
sacred duties of the day were for the first time suspended. 

<^ Before he took horse for the engagement, O^Donnd claim- 
ed the privilege of a messmate to ask counsel of Mr. Forteacoe 
and the bishop what he should do. ^ I think I might expect 
pardon,' said he, ^ from the ^are I have had in preserving the 
peace of this district* But the people would never £3rgive me 
if I did not stand by them now; and their revenge Mrodd fol- 
low me into Erris, should I attempt to retreat home. I ami 
not afraid to die ; but if I cbuld save my Ufe with hoBonr, I 
would.' No counsel, it was evident, conld be given him, but 
that he should fight till he saw the baule turn (which, his 
advisers told him, would not be a long time) and thAn endear 
vour to escape to his own country. The young man ipllowed 
this advice, as far as he was able. Pushed into the town witk 
the fugitives, he galloped about the streets to bring up a reinr 
forcement, when a spirited mare was shot under hinu He 
then escaped on foot to the fields on the odier aide finom die 
scene of action, where incumbered as he was with boots and a 
long French surtout coat, he wa« soon overtaken^ and pierced 
with a ball through the back. The Highlander that killed him 
reported his last words to be, * I am Ferdy O^Donnel : go tdl 
the bishop I am shot.' The bishop was sorry for his death. 
Harrassed as hie had been by his forward and pert bdmviour, 
during the long space of time O^Donnel b^d passed undn: his 
roo^ an uninvited guest, he could not forget die services he 
had rendered to the town by firequendy hazarding his person 
to restrain plunderers. The body, which after being stitpt 
had been thrown into a potatoe ridge, was by ^ bishiq»'a 
order removed three days after, and interred in the churdi- 
yard. 

*^ The peaceful inhabitants of Killalla were no\M to be specta- 
tors of a scene they had never expected to behold^-a battk! 
a sight which no person that has seen it once, and possesses 
the feelings of a human creature, would choose to witness a 
second time. A troop of fugitives from Ballina, wom^i and 
children tumbling over one another to get intcnbe castle, or into 
any house in the town^ where they might hope for a momen- 
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taiy shelter^ continued for a painful length of time to give no- 
tice of the approach of an army. 

** The rebels quitted their camp to occupy the rising ground 
dose by the town, on the road to Ballina^ posting themselves 
under the low stone walls on each side, in such a manner as 
enabled them with great advantage to take aim at the king's 
troops. They had a strong guard also on the other side of the 
town towards Foxfordy having probably received intelligence, 
which was true, that gener^ Trench had divided his forces at 
Crosmalina, and sent one part of them by a detour of three 
miles to intercept the fugitives that might take that course in 
their flight. This last detachment consisted chiefly of the 
Kerry militia, under the orders of lieutenant-colonel Crosbic 
^uul Maurice Fitzgerald, the knight of Kerry; their colonel, 
the earl of Glandore, attending the general. It is a circum- 
stance, which ought never to be forgotten by the loyalists of 
Killalla, that the Kerry militia were so wrought upon by the 
exhortations of those two spirited officers to lose no time in 
coming to the relief of their perishing friends, that they appear- 
ed on the south side of the town at the same instant with their ' 
fellows on the opposite side, though they had a league more of 
road to perform. 

*< The two divisions of the royal army were supposed to 
make up about twelve hundred men, and they had five pieces 
of cannon. The number of the rebels cpuld not be ascertained. 
Many ran away before the engagement, while a very consider- 
able number flocked into the town in the very heat of it, pass- 
ing under the castle windows in view of the French officers on 
horseback, and running upon death, with as little appearance of 
reflection or concern, as if they were hastening to a show. 
Al)out four hundred of these misguided men fell in the battle. 
and immediately after it. Wlience it may be conjectured, 
that their entire number scarcely exceed eight or nine him- 
dred. 

*' The whole scene passed in sight of the cssth;, and so near 
it, that the family could distinctly hear the bulls whistlhig by 
their eai-s. Mr. Foitcscue very humimely took upon him the 
direction of the women imd children, whom he placed as far 
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as he could from the windows, and made them remsdn prostrate 
on the carpets till the business was quite over. He himself 
could not refrain from taking his stand at a window of the 
library looking seawaid^ which, with the pther windows of that 
room, he had barricaded with beds, leaving rooni to peep over 
them* A malicious rascal in the sea-grove observed his po* 
sition, and calling to a woman in the road to stand out 6f his 
way till he should ^ do for that tall fellow,' he (Uscharged the 
contents of a carabine full at the window, with such eflfect, that 
twelve slugs made as many holes in passing through the glass. 
The bed saved the lives of Mr. Fortescue and Henry Stock, 
the bishop's son, who was standing behind; but two of the 
slugs were lodged in Mr. Fortescue's forehead, providentially 
without penetrating the bone, or hurting him materially, dumgh 
one slug was not extracted till a considerable time afterward, 
when he reached Dublin. 

** The bishop saw the action from behind the breast of a 
chimney, where he could only be reached by an oblique shot. 
Curiosity; and the interest we all felt in the event, prompted 
every man in the house to expose his person by creeping to 
the windows. Our French officers thought it their duly to 
lead the rebels, as many as they could bring forward to the 
onset, though they were sure it was in vain, and had avowed 
to us their determination to surrender to the very superior force 
that was coming against them. 

" We kept our eyes on the rebels, who seemed to be posted 
with so much advantage behind the stone walls that lined the 
road. They levelled their pieces^, fired veiy deliberately from 
each side on the advancing enemy, yet (strange to teU !) were 
able only to kill one man, a corporal, and wound one conunon 
soldier. Their shot, in general, went over the heads of dieir 
opponents. A regiment of Highlanders (Fraser's fenciUes) 
filed off to the right and left, to flank the fiisileers behind tlm 
hedges and walls; they had marshy ground on the left to sur* 
mount before they could come upon dieir object, which occa- 
sioned some delay, but at length they reached them, and made 
sad havoc among them. Then followed the Queeo's-county 
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militia and the Downshire, which last regmcnt had a great share 
b the honour of the day. 

** After a resistance of about twenty minutes, the rebels began 
to fly in all directions, and were pursued by the Roxburgh 
cavalry into the town in full cry. This was not agreeable to 
military practice, according to which it is usual to commit the 
assault of a town to the infantry; but here the general wisely 
reversed the mode, in order to prevent the rebels, by a rapid 
pursuit, from taking shelter in the houses of towns-folk, a cir- 
cumstance which was likely to provoke indiscriminate slaughter 
and pillage. It happened that the measure was attended with 
the desired success. A great number was cut down in the 
streets, and of the remsunder but a few were able to escape into 
the houses, being either pushed through the town till they fell 
in with the Kerry militia from Crosmalina, or obliged to take to 
the shore, where it winds round a promontory forming one of 
the horns of the bay of £.illalla. And here too the fugitives 
were swept away by scores^ a cannon being placed on the op- 
posite side of the bay, which did great execution. 

•* Some of the defeated rebels, however, did force their way 
into houses, and by consequence brought mischief upon the in- 
nocent inhabitants, without benefit to themselves. The first 
house, after passing the bishop's, is that of Mr. William Kirk- 
wood, the magistrate so often mentioned. Its situation expos- 
ed it on this occasion to peculiar danger, as it fronts the main 
street, which was raked entirely by a line of fire. A flying 
rebel had burst through the door, followed by six or seven sol- 
diers ; they poured a volley of musquetry after him that proved 
fiital to Mr. Andrew Kirkwoody a most loyal and respectable 
citizen, while he was rejoicing at the victory, and in the very 
act of shouting out, * God save the king.' Presentiments, as 
they are called, of evil should be resisted, for they often work 
their -own accomplishment. This poor man, though nobody 
wished more ardently than he did to see the town recovered 
from the rebels, had taken up a strong persuasion that he should 
not out-live that event. Of course, he grew more restless every 
hour, in proportion as the dme of the conflict drew nigh. The 
whole of the evening before, he continued to importune his wife 
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with directions how he would have his family concerns dispos- 
ed; and when the Bring began, he could not contain himself in 
his own house, where he had the best chance of reraaing safe, 
and where those who staid received no hurt, but removed to 
the very insecure dwelling of his kinsman : here he met his 
fate in the manner related, by a ball through the brain. A 
purse of guineas, which, with the inconsistency of a distracted 
mind, he had stowed into his pocket, though he expected deadi, 
disappeared, while they were n;ioving his body from the pas- 
sage into the kitchen. 

" In spite of the exertions of the general and his officers, the 
town exhibited almost all the mark's of a place taken by storm. 
Some houses were perforated like a riddle, most of them had 
their doors and windows destroyed, the trembling inhabitants 
scarcely escaping with life by lying prostrate on the floor as at 
the castle. Nor was it till the close of the next day that our 
ears were relieved from the horrid sound of muskets discharg- 
ed every minute at flying and powerless rebels. The plague 
of war so often visits the world, that we are apt to listen to 
any description of it with the indifference of satiety; it is actu- 
al inspection only, that she\. s the monster in its proper de- 
formity. 

'^ When the army was beginning to move from Crosmalina, 
they passed by a wounded man lying at the road side, bleeding 
to death by a dreadful cut across the face, and to appearance 
expiring. Not a few stopt to look at him, and remarked that 
it would be an act of charity to put him out of his pain by dis- 
patching him ; but nobody had the heart to do it. After all 
hud passed him, Arthur Stock, the bishop's son, who brought 
up the rear, looking back saw the poor creature lift up his 
hands in a despairing manner, as if he complained of them for 
not terminating his misery. Familiarity with scenes of this 
kind blunts and overcomes the instincts of our nature ; and it 
is necessar)' for the common safety, that in some breasts they 
should be overcome. But it would be well if the thoughtless 
multitude, who are so ready to rush into civil war, could 
have an insight from time to time into its sanguinary ef- 
fects. 
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<* What heart can forget the impression it has received from 
the glance of a fellow-creature pleading for his life, with a 
crowd of bayonets at his breast i The eye of Demosthenes 
never emitted so penetrating a beam, in his most enraptured 
flight of oratory. Such a man was dragged before the bishop 
on the day after the batde, while the hand of slaughter was still 
in pursuit of unresisting peasants through the town. In the 
agonies of terror, the prisoner thought to save his life by crying 
out, ^ that he was known to the bishop.' Alas ! the bishop 
knew him not; neither did he look like a good man. But the 
arms and the whole body of the person to whom he flew for 
protection were over him immediately. Memory suggested 
rapidly— 

< What a piece of workmanship is man ! the beauty of th« worlds 
* the paragon of animals !-^'* ^ 

^ ^ And you are going to deface this admirable work.' As 
indeed they did; For though the soldiers promised to let the 
unfortunate man remain in custody till he should have a trial;' 
yet when they found he was not known, they pulled him out of 
the court-yard, as soon as the bishop's back was turned, and 
shot him at the gate." 

» Hamlet. 
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AS 86on as im^ters had beeh brought to ifae dedfthm of the 
«irord^ the friends of gotermnent had little cattse to bt apflre« 
htosive for themselves ; but their fears were jusdy ««rakc (br 
ftie conditioh ih which diey tAifjbt possibly find dioie tsi their 
dwn pturty at KillaUa. ^ Is th^ bbhop s^ve? dre hb £nn9|r' 
unhurt ?' These were the first question^ that were asked bf 
every officer as he came up to the castle gate^ and with an 
earnestness that warmed the hearts of those that heard them. 
That amiable nobleman, the earl of Portarlingtdn, colonel of 
the Queen's-county milida (who has since paid, alas ! the fbr> 
feit of a most valuable life to exertions beyond his strength in 
suppressing the rebellion) when he was told the bishop was sa&f 
excUdmed with clasped hands, * Grod be praised f and continued 
h'ls pursuit of the rebels^ so that the bishop never had die op- 
portunity of thanking his lordship for his kindness to one almost 
a stranger to him. In the troop of horse that swept the rebek 
before them mto the town, was Arthur Stock, armed only with 
a sabre, and in an old red jacjcet quite too large for him. Tie 
humanity of general Trench had provided this mode of convey- 
ing him to us from Castlebar, as the safest he could contrive 
for him. With a hre^Mfaless impataence the poor youth threw 
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jiimtelf from til9 \ifxm ^ ^ g^ te «9lc 1^ /V^^fiti9i| ^ 

H tmAer fiqsne; f<»r ev«ry jbp4y VjBLa «ae«r JP fFcsf tp his bp^pqn 
nn *4ven|^r^r of §Ai|:U;e» ye?^, who i^a4 /s^er^ 89 pujc|i 
il^rdibipf H? ijad Jieen ii| Ae ^on at C^ei^^» VhPfP H^ 
{»)]^eriaei^ UQ4^r p^Keon v^fre p^t tQ th^ rout; ^d he \)s^ 
pMsed ifch^ 1^ night wnder 90 he$vy g rm^ thjat ]i^ w.^ <?pw 
f^l^d «ft^ 6ome ti^i^ D9 t^k^ off ^ his dotfief , ju^ fn^l^f hj^ 
hed of yrpt straw on the floor of » K.^kAUf 4- sU^ 4i4orde|r 
ITAS the consequence, wh^cb happily soop WPtf pf* 

«* Oharpsf c?pje^8«d ^ m^df\ joy a^ peeing f^r^dfm »&, .98 ji^ 
he bdd hiswejf l>«ep ope of tb^ fa^jily. ¥le^ |h.e poor WW^W 
ikMit h^ DP re^^op to h^ pleased 9.t die tf^m^fm' he .M f«- 
eeived mm^^^y ^ter ihie apiiiop* Hfe h^ l^stiiMt^jB^ £0 % 
paslk for his safere, ^d ^v^o^ed witfe i( to rt^ gatfc^ iij ^>??^ 
(o deJiy/er it up t«) f orae Slnj^^h pftcer, l^bep ^ m^ ^^ ?fl# 
j5jw:.ed frofl^ h%» h*i*d by 9 ^compj^op .^dipr of f i^er>. H> 
came in, got anothejr ^yf^^ ^hiph he Qurrepdered lo a^ pP^r^ 
aod iUmned «► nB-#nt€|- fh^ h^* At tiW* «tf9?»e»l a c^cond 
^igh^^^r bur^ #t)i^gh A^ g^te, in «p^ gf rf^e ceotinel 
plgced thexM^ by the gj&^eial, and ^red ^ fh^ j^cHnn^^^nii^t, yfvSCL 
2^ W% ^^ m^ iUear proving fl^t^; for the b^l) pa8Sp4 W<1^ 
h|9 s^rm^ piercing i^ Vjery thick do^r tenjtitely jtjbrough, j^l4 lodg- 
ing in 4dbe jju^» H^ we lo^t the w<^hy Jf^^ VY ^^ ^ 
^cident, his degi^ would h^ve spoi^ ithe whple XfS^^ of pip: 
present je^joyment. He complfuned, ;ind receiy^ ^ ^P9^9^ 
far the poldier's behaviour firom his o|Scqr. Legye w^ ifW^c^ 
^iately granted to <he French officers tp keep ^th/Rfr 3Jjrpr5^ 
their ^ecfSj and eyen j^ei^ bed-chamber yi the hpuse. ^i^t 
the bishop foi;^nd ,a difficu]|(^ to obtain the ^a^m/e ^id^^ace fop 
O^iUon, .whose p\eg that he was a naturalised jFrenchmfai^ wufi 
pretty generally disregarded, and J^piself c(m$ide;rcd as an |ris^ 
rejbejl, tp be speedily brought bd^re ja cpi^-m^aL ^pwevcj^^ 
^t last they were ^owed to be kept together, including thtif 
$:^umoBeer, j^ fi Htde French servant pf O^JjLeon's till die Xolr 
lowing ^f 

" ^jreneral Trenph w^ received by the b^hpp and his fi^mjly;, 
ip the Jk>bby, wi^!^ ^ ^<^ome# of the sincerity pf which there 
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could be very little doubt. He expressed, in veiy polite terms, 
his satisfaction at the deliverance of this family from so great a 
peril as had hung over us for the last month; adding, diatbe 
had not failed to use every exertion to come to our relief, fix)ra 
the moment that our embassy had fully a]^rised him of our 
distressful situation. He then presented to the bishop his 
"principal Officers, with some of whom he was previously well 
acquainted, particularly his much valued college intinatte, tbo 
earl of Glandore. Lieutenant-colonel Crosbie» major Fitzgerald 
(commonly called the knight of Kerry,) major TVcnch, brother 
to the general' his nephew and aid-de-camp, major Taylor; 
tnajor Acheson, son to Lord Gosford, colonel Frazer, major 
McDonald, captain Harrison^ the commissary, colonel Jackson, 
and some officers of the county militia, as Mr. Ormesby, Mr* 
Orme» and others, paid their compliments of congratulatioo# 
and were accommodated by the bishop in the beat manner he 
was able. Bed and board was provided for five resident officers^ 
and occasionally every day for some others. 

^^ The commandant and his party were ordered away on 
Tuesday, to Castlebar, with the Kerry regiment Horses were 
foundy not without difficulty, to convey their persons ; the bulk 
of their effects was forwarded to them, oi^ their arrival in Dub- 
lin, by the bishop. We parted, not without tears, with our 
friends and protectors. The good-natured reader will doubtless 
share in the pleasure, with which we record the notice that was 
taken every where of our French officers, for the part they had 
acted at KiUalla. Our government was pleased to forward them 
presently to Londonf giving them what money they wantedf 
for their draft on the commissary of prisoners, Niou ; so that) 
passing but two or three days in Dublin, they could dine but 
twice with (he bishop's connections, mf lord Primate making 
them partake of his hospitali^ one day, and alderman Kirkpat- 
rick another. From London, the bishop had a letter from the 
committee for taking care of French prisoners, desiring to 
be informed in what manner he, and his» had been treated 
by the French officers ; and, on the bishop's report, an or- 
der was obtained, that citizens Charost, Boudet, and Pon- 
6on, should bo set at liberty, and sent home without 
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exchange** They overtook their general at Dover; who was 
80 sensible of the attention shewn to his officers, that he wrote 
to the bishop a letter, of which a translation appeared in the 
Dublin journal, and since, in the narrative published by Jones. 
The original will be found in our appendix. 

<* The week that followed the battle was employed in courtsr 
martial in the morning, and in most crowded dinners at the 
castle in the evening, a whole buUock was consumed in two 
days, as the bishop had not less than forty people to feed, be- 
sides the officers, and the principals of his own household. 
General Trench did his best to help out the mess, sharing his 
bread and fuel with us, and supplying us with beef when he 
could get it. ]Mt. Denis Browne^ lord Altamont's brother, 
sent the general at one time a whole, and again half a buck, de* 
siring, in return, an inmiediate remittance of three hundred 
men to drive away the rebels from Westport. Whether thcr 
{>arty went, I did not hear; the venison deserved it. Our 
greatest want was wine and groceries. A large order was sent 
to Sligo by the commissary of stores and the bishop; but the 
sloop could not sail for some time on account of the equinoc- 
tial storms. The officers made out their entertainment as 
they could, with great patience and cheerfulness, being very 
agreeable men, and tRe general extremely so. The French had 
made the bishop a present of seven barrels of flour brought 
from their own coimtry, which had been very good, but was a 
little heated in the voyage: this, made into what is called slim 
cakes served tolerably well for bread, as there was neither 
brewing for some time, nor barm. The sloop did not ar- 
rive to our relief till after the general was gone. 

^* If the people of Killalla were distressed to find accomn^oda- 
tion for the multitude of officers that now poured in upon them, 
they experienced yet greater inconvenience from the preditoiy 
habits of the soldiery. The regiments that came to their as- 
sistance, being all militia, seemed to think they had a right to 

^Mtt^the French commissary, refused on the part of his 
gcuB^^Hit) to accept of this mark of respect from our mi- 
nistty. 
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Jake the proper^ tbejr h94 beea ihfi m^mP of jncemipnagi, hdiI 
U> use it as their ovn^ whcMV^ tbejr 6too4 m ne^ 4tf lif. 
Their rap^iiy 4iffere4 in «o ofh/er vesf(tct from ifyft pf* d»f rp> 
bels, except that they seized upon thhigs with toiff^iirh^f l^as 
of ceremony or excuse, s^ that his ndsyes^s so^diem v/cnr 19^ 
£Oinparabty superior to the Irish traitors ih dtxfefiSf nt pt^alim;. 
In consequence, the town very soon grew w^iy of tt|icirg^ju»lm 
md were glad to see them marched off to othpr qmurfivrst It 
is but justice to the regiment that has remained 9^ mOfHisi itv^ 
^nce, the prince of Wale's fencibles, tp ^cknowle^lgCy that thqr 
have always behaved themselves widi the gr^test pTf^ffi^^ 
under the orders of those two excellent o^pers^^emtenw^^oliQ^ 
nel Macarmey and major Win^taidey, f^et it be yepowfaepe^ 
also, to the honour of our excellent chief g^vemor^ |^ H^ 
soon as the country was reduced to q^iet» marqiij» Comwvttif 
sent two commissioners to KilkUa and its v|ciBity» jEip^ fk^ €^ 
press purpose of ascertainiiag theda^i^age^ don^ iby -thf UpgV 
tn>ops, and that, in Marqh following, aU wUwtpcatfd dmf^ 
on that account were djis^l^rg^d in {\ii;i hy jai^o^^r /pp ttie iVN* 
tional bank. 

« The court-marshal bcigan th^ (day ^Af^ U»P ^Vk$ m4 99t 
in the house of Mr. Morrison. Their pro^eedii^ .at jfint apr 
peared extremely slow, considering the sA^titudes ibejr h^d ^ 
try, not less than seventy-five pnsonei^ ^ KillriUi, trni^ f^ hw^ 
dred and ten at Ballina, besides dioae whp might h* brMiig^ jn 
daily. The two first pers<v)s t^'ied ^t t^is |rih»n^ W^^ fW^ 
ral Bellew and Mr» Jlichard 9ourke, who j^mfie bpm »bmsif 
introduced to the acquaintanoe of the^^eader^ The latter 9^^ 
exerting his be3t endeavours to pr9k>Qg 4n5 (901^ wi^ 4m 
king's troops, had imitated the 43raft aomfeliJs^ftcp ohecn^al^e in 
the fox; he had slipt in with the crowd of J^aliftts^ |us4 wad 
found, with every appearand tof a peaceable j6¥J^j^M3|# sklilig in 
the bishop's lobby^ and chattmg fismjliariy with differmft pe$f4e 
as they entered, till he was recpgpiaed and tafccH Mp m9f&if 
by Mr. Ormsby. The trial of these two criminals was short. 
I'hey wer^ found guilty on Monday evening, and 
next morning in the park behind the castje* 



;, and ha|M|Mj^ 
Ckmtenfj^^K' 
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Iftxnk^mtes^ smd vulgal' fnanders, they fell without exciting sr'^ 
stottmeTit of cotttt^ssioh. 

<^ Roger Mac^i^, oar late ambassador to Castlebar, occa- 
sidned considerable delay. It was^rged in his favour, particu^ 
lariy by dea^ ThoMp^on, that in their late journey he had often 
heard him ^p^l to the people in favour of pacific measures, 
vikA of leftity to th* ptotestants. On the other hand, general 
lYeneh ^nd hl^ offieef s covld not readily forget the insolent 
behaviour df thi^ young fellow at Castlebar, under which as- 
Milied tkttiag^ he strove to conceal his apprehension of danger, 
When he was so gtierously (and indeed so inconsiderately) 
direatttied by Mr. Denis Browne and others, on his entering 
At t6Wti, as We hare idready observed. After a long imprison- 
lheilt*at Killalte, Maeguire was transmitted to Casdebar, whet« 
at test he t^ceired sentence to be transported to Botany bay. 
His father^ the brewei*, was hanged: his brothers, more ac- 
tive In tt-eitsdn ^unl mischief than himself/ have not yet been 
tftketi. 

*« Broken weather Increased the difficulty of keeping a force 
t5gether ifi ^ch a place as Killalla, their tents affording a poor 
^Iter against the rain and storms of this season of the year. 
6bttei^ Trench therefore made haste to clear the wild districts 
of dus Laggati and Erris by pushing detachments into each, 
who were able to do little more than to bum a number of ca- 
bftis; for the people had too maqy hiding places to be easily 
dVeitaken* Enough however was effected to impress upon the 
ihtttds of the sufferers a conviction, that joining with the ene- 
itaes of their comitry agaittst their lawful sovereign was not a 
matter of so litde moment as they h^ ignorantly imagined; 
aCnd probably tht taemory of what they now endured will not 
be effaced for years. Hiere are diose, however, who think 
differently; who say dtese mountaineers will be always ripe for 
iiistuMction, and who urge in proof the mi&chief they have 
done very lately by robbery and houghing of catde. Yet sure- 
ly omr comm6n ti^ure will incline us to make some concession 
tb the feelings of men driven, though by their own fault, from 
their farms and from their dwellings, wretched dwellings 
to be sure, but to them«*(that poor fcU^w's lesson to the 
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bishop *is worth remembring!) certsdnly as valuable as to thft 
p-andee his palace. Let a man look round from the sununit 
of one of those mountains that guard our islands against the 
incursions of the Atlantic, and say what he shotdd think of 
passing a winter among then! without the covering of a hut. 

" The disposal of the powder left at the casde by the French^ 
was one of the first things that occupied the attention of general 
Trench; especially after the accident, mentioned above, had 
made everj" body sensible of the necessity of speedily removing 
It. He wrote that very day to government, and desired to have 
the lord lieutenant's commands respecting it; yet the carriages 
did not arrive for transporting it to Athlone till die fifth of Oc» 
tober, probably from the difficulty of procuring &e means of 
conveyance at that season. The bishop was heartily glad to 
be rid of this deposit, if that might be so named, which was 
placed in his hands against his will and consent* The French, 
as the reader will see by the annexed affidavit of captain Bull, 
took it into their heads to be angry with the bishop for betray* 
mg their powder to the king's officer; as if he owed them alle- 
giance, or was responsible to them for a trust he had not under- 
taken, and which he would have rejected with id^horrence. All 
the share he had in saving this powder for his majesty's use> 
consisted in suggesting to the French commandimt the real and 
absolute impossibility of throwing it into the sea, in the pre- 
sence of people who waited eagerly and continually to seize it 
for their own destructive purposes. The powder^ though 
coarse, was said to be good enough for use; the wh(^^ at one 
shilling the pound, must have been worth upwards of thirteen 
hundred pounds sterling. 

^^ On the 29th, an address was presented to general IVench 
from the barony of Tyrawley, thanking him and ihis army for 
the good service of Sunday last, to which a polite answer was 
presently returned fcy the general. They have appeared in the 
public prints. 

** The opportunity of an escort to Casdebar, carried away 
from us this day our worthy friends, the Thompsons, with their 

* Page 336. 
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three boVs and a girl; a family whose real value we shotdd 
hardly have known but for our captivity. Mr. Fortescue em- 
braced the same opportunity. And the succeeding day, by the 
departure of general Trench with the Kerry officers to Castle* 
bar* the town of Killalla was left to the defence of the prince of 
Wale^s fencibles* The detatchment that had been sent into 
Erria.on the thirtieth of September, returned the seventh of 
die following month, after suffering and inflicting a good deal 
of misery. 

^^ As the storm of war seemed now to have spent its force^ 
die bishop began to try what he could do in order to render 
his situation at Killalla easy at least, if he could not restore the 
comfortable posture in which the invasion found him. His 
greatest inconvenience was, that it was out of his power, as 
matters stood, to return to the exclusive use of his own house. 
The guard, which was relieved every day, being stadoned in 
one of the offices at the casde^ it became a duty of common po- 
liteness to offer a bed to the officer that commanded the guard. 
The same compliment could hardly be refused to another offi- 
cer of the regiment^ who combg later than the rest to Killalla, 
could not possibly find a lodging in the town* Ajid these two 
efficers naturally grew to be messmates in the family^ the bishop 
wishing by every means in his power to shew his sense of 'the 
protection afforded to the town by his majesty's army. But 
the labour imd weariness of living thus in a manner in public, 
and for a constancy, mky be easily conceived, at least it netd 
not be described to any man that is fond of retirement and 
study. Hie messing indeed was laid aside,- from the moment 
the gentlemen were aware of the bishop's inability lo bear 
the annoyance of continual public dinners; but the bedcham* 
bers could not be refused; a circumstance which precluded the 
escerciae of hospitality towards the bishop's friends or his clergy^ 
Ins own fiunily being so numerous. Neither was it by any 
means dear to die people of Killalla, if they set themselves to 
repair the damages they had sustained by the war, that diey 
would be able to enjoy die fruiu of their labour. The wi^iter 
was cGttning on ; a multitude of nbds were scattered through 
the mountains^ Ukdy to be rendered desperate by want; and 
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perhaps too the French might find meang to effect another and 
a more powerful invasion in the same place where they had 
landed' before. 

" These reasons were often urged to the bishop by his 
friends in the capital, to induce him to remove with his fatnily 
thither M'ithout delay; but he had fixed his resolution to remain 
where he was for that winter. After the losses he had sus- 
tained, his circumstances stood in the way of an expensive , 
journey to Dublin ; and if that had not been the case, he found 
by many trials, that his presence was likely to be useful to his 
country neighbours, either in assisting to obtain compensation 
for them, or clearing them from ill-founded charges of disaf- 
fection. From the rebels in the mountains he apprehended no 
danger, as long as the military were left to protect the town; 
and as to another attempt from the French in the very same 
quarter, and on the verge of winter, it was an event too far 
removed from probabilit)' to be a reasonable ground for re- 
treating. 

'' But experience quickly proved, that what is not probaUe 
may nevertheless be very true. On the morning of the 23rth 
of October, 1798, three of the same frigates which had brought 
over Humbert's army in August, in company with a fourdi* 
carrying altogether 2000 land forces, anchored in the bay of 
Killalla, precisely in the spot where they had made good their 
first landing. They formed a part of the armament, which, so 
happily for Ireland and the British empire, was destroyed by 
the glorious action off Rutland under the auspices of sir John 
B. Warren. The alarm was taken, the moment these ships 
appeared; for our late sufferings had taught us what might be 
expected from vessels of that size. Two officers of the prince 
of Wale's, captain Bull and lieutenant Leurry, were sent at 
different times by major Winstanley, to inquire what they were, 
and if friends, to deliver dispatches which had just come down 
to him from the capital. A party under the orders of captain 
Frazer went to take their station behind Kilcummin head, under 
which the ships were moored, about a league from Eallalla, to 
watch and make reports. 
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" The officers not returning in the time expected, the panic 
became universal. Every male inhabitant in the place crowded 
to Steeple-hill, anxiously looking out to the ships, and forming ^ 
conjectures. An old sailor, who had often seen the like, pro- 
nounced them to be French by their white saib, and by their 
seeming to stand out of the water more than hours. At length 
a yeoman horseman appeared on the opposite hill, coming down 
in full gaUop. To the spectators his out-stretched arms told 
Ae bad news even before his words: * Captain Frazer had bid 

* him say to the major, the ships were certainly French, and 

* the enemy was landing.' It was discovered, after the fright 
was passed, that thb pestilent fellow had truly reported only 
half his message : for he was charged to say> * the enemy was 
not yet landed.' But either his wits were unsettled by terror, 
or he was carried away by the passion men feel for relating 
marvellous news, let it be ever so horrible. 

^ In half an hour, the town of Killalla had scarcely an inha- 
bitant left, except the military. The occasion was so instant, 
that every body was in motion before they had time to reflect 
how they should go, or whether they ought to go at all : for the 
weather was cold and stormy, the road to the next town (Bal* 
lina) deep mud, especially near Killalla, and the last invasion 
had left to very few any other means of conve)rance but their 
feet. On foot the bishop set out at the head of his whole 
household, except two sons who staid to preserve their father's 
property as long as they could. Two little daughters by his 
side waded through the dirt. The other children got upon 
cars, with their mother and aunt, invalids, that had not been 
exposed to the air for the last two months; and one of them, 
Mrs. Stock, liable on any cold to a sudden attack of the gout 
in her stomach, which had more than once threatened her ex- 
istence. While they were on the road, gusts of Wind, and at 
last a heavy shower of hail, unfortunately fell on them. All 
seemed to the bishop to be now over. He must expect to lose 
the mother of such a family, the companion with whom he had 
passed twenty years of his life in die sunshine absolutely unin- 
terrupted by one transient cloud. He saw it, almost without a 
reflection. There is a pause of mind on the apprehended ex- 
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plosion ^ some enotmous mischief^ resembling tlie ^tiUntss 
that fills the horizon before a thunder cUp. At interv als - 
when thought returned— »^hat he was able to do be did. He 
raised his eyes, and adored in silence the uplifted hand of tba 
Almighty. That hand, as he had soon the happiness tO OKpe* 
tience^ was lifted, not to destroy, but to save. 

*^ The procession reached BaUina about six in the evcinqg*, 
after a msKrdi of two hours, in the course of which they pissed 
the Armagh malitia, hastening to Killalla to join the prince of 
^ales^s. And here the bishop and his &mily were much ttt* 
debted to the hospitality of brigade*major Cunningham and his 
lady, that they did not suffer more by so unseasonable a fiig^ 
^e house in which the major resided was colonel ELing^Sf in 
happier times one of the best and most comfortable dweUmgs in 
the'whole country; but it had suffered so much damage in the 
rebellion^ when it was occupied by True, that it was now n» 
<asy matter to find a warm seat in it, scarcely a window being 
without ope or more broken panes of glass, and a furious wind 
pervading the whole house. However, die entire g^roupe of 
fu^dves had got into bed, when at midnight an express came 
to the major from Killalla» with intelligence, which that good* 
natured officer thought his guests would be glad to hear imme* 
diately, though they were awaked out of their sleep for it. 
Major lYinstanley had sent word^ that the French frigates had 
suddenly slipt their cables, and withdrawn for our bay. 

^^ The two officers that were carried off by this squadron to 
France, Messrs. Bull and Leurry, found their y»9y back agaia 
to their regiment near four months afterwards. From dwir 
report it aj^ars^ that a cutter they had on the watch havmg 
apprised the enemy that an English squadron was heaving in 
si^t, for which they >ere conscious diey were not a matchf 
they made off to sea, with so much precipitation, that the 
largest frigate cut her cable, leaving an anchor bdiind her, 
which is diought to be very well worth the weig^ng up. Hie 
squadron was close pursued by two Une of iMittle ships, the 
Caesar and the Tremendous (as report said) even to the diitfanrr 
of ninety leagues^ and had for a consid^nible time very Iktie 
hope of an escs^pe, though diey at last eSected it by ikrowmg 
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every thing they could spare overboard^ and thus outsaiUng 
ahips that were crippled ia the late action with the Hoche and 
others. 

^ Next day with joyful hearts all the inhabitants of Killalla 
returned home, where no mischief bad happened during their 
short absence. By the good providence of Grod the ladies of 
the bishop's family escaped the danger to their health, of which 
they had so much reason to be apprehensive; nor did any of 
the children take cold, except one litde girl that walked, who 
had a low fever in consequence^ which did not quit her for three 
weeks. 

^ After this alarm, there was no resisting the importunity of 
the bishop's friends, recalling him to Dublin. To stay longer 
in a post of so much danger was generally pronounced to be 
a tempting of Providence. Their arguments would have car- 
ried irresistable weight (had a further weight been necessary,) 
if the bishop or his friends had then been in possession of the 
intelligence, which they have since received from captain Bull, 
whose testimony is here laid before the reader. - 



^ Captain Joseph Bull, of the prince of Wales's fencible 
iofantry, who was taken prisoner by the fleet in Killalla bay, 
being sent out with dispatches by order of die commanding 
officer, maketh oath and sidth : 

^ That on his being taken on board, and during his voyage 
to France iirLa Concorde French frigate, he was often told by 
most of the officers on boards both naval and military, that had 
they landed their troops when they appeared in the bay of Kil- 
lalla on the STth of October, they had the most positive orders 
to send the biAc^ of Killalla and his £unily immediately pri- 
scmers to France. 

^ That on his (captain BiA's) asking them die reason of this 
steps dieir answer was, dial the bishop had betrayed to the 
Kingf s troops, and had likewise delivered up the ammunitioa 
that was brought in by the French during the time they were 
in posstssion of the town of Killalla* 
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<' Captain Bull further says, he took every step that he thought 
was likely to prove this report entirely groundless, but is sorry 
to say, without effect. And says, that had they met with any 
opposition in landing, their determination was, to lay the town in 
ashes. . 

*' Sworn before me at Killalla, March 1, 1799. 

" William KirkWood."" 

Joseph Boll, captain of 
the prince of Wales's 
fencihle regiment. 



In the course of this unfortunate and ill-conducted rebellioiiy 
among a number of chiefs and inferior insurgents who were 
tried and executed, ^' particular notice and particular compas- 
sion are due to two men, who. Irishmen by birth, had been in 
the military service of France before the invasion, had come to 
Ireland in the French fleet, and had, as well as the best of the 
French officers, used the most active exertions to save the lives 
and properties of loyalists. These were Bartholomew Teeling^ 
and Matthew Tone, whose generous humanity^ made evident 
f»n their trials^ and steady fortitude under sentence and execution, 
command our pity, and for their personal qualities our esteem. 
They were tried in Dublin barrack^ and executed — the former 
on the twenty-fourth of September, the latter a few days 
after. 

^ The litde army of Humbert had been intended only to be 
a vanguard of a much more formidable force, which was in a 
short time to follow. Providentially for the safety of the 
British empire^ the French administrators were as tardy in se^ 
conding the operations of Humbert, as they bad been in second- 
ing those of the southern rebels of Ireland. The want of money 
is assigned as the cause of delay in the equi{mient of the second 
fleet, and in the interim, before its appearance on die Irish 
coast, a brig from France arrived at the Jittle island of Rutland, 
near the north-west coast of Donegal^ on the sixteenth ii Sep* 
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tcmbcr, and landed its crew; among whom was the celebrated 
James Napper Tandy, now bearing the title of general of bri- 
gade in the French service. Informed of the surrender of 
Humbert's troops^ and unable to excite an insurrection by their 
manifestoes in that quarter, they re-cmbarked, and abandoned 
the shores of Ireland. Tandy was afterwards arrested at Ham- 
burgh by some British agents. In this action the dignity of a 
neutral state was contemptuously violated, and the influence of 
the emperor of Rassia was solicited and obtained to intimidate 
the Hamburghers into an acquiescence in this violation, which 
exposed them at the same time to the resentment of the French 
government. So mighty a fuss about such an object, such a 
mountain in labour, confirmed many in an opinion of a puerile 
weakness in the British ministers. Tandy was tried at Lif- 
ford, at the spring assizes for 1801, and pleading guilty, re- 
ceived his majesty's pardon on condition of emigration; 
in consequence of which he emigrated to France^ where 
he died. 

<< On board one of the French ships, captured by admiral 
Warren, was found Theobald Wolfe Tone, a celebrated lawyer, 
and brother to Matthew Tone, already mentioned^ whose ac- 
tivity and talents had contributed to give life to a formidable 
conspiracy, which received a deadly wound by the miscarriage 
of the French armament^ and which can hardly be said to have 
survived his fate. Tried by a court-martial in the. capital, he 
rested his defence on his being a denizen of France^ an officer 
in tne service of that country, and pretended not to deny the 
charge against him, nor even to excuse his political conduct.. 
Found guilty, he requested the indulgence of being shot as 
a soldier, instead of being ignopiiniously hanged as a felon ; 
and, on the refusal of this request, cut his own throat in the pri- 
son* The operation being incompletely performed, hopes were 
entertained of his recovery; and on the next morning John 
Philpot Curran, Esq. the famous barrister, made a motion in 
the court of king's bench for a writ of habeas corpus in his 
favour, upon the ground that << courts-martial have no jurisdic- 
tion over subjects not in military service while the court of 
king's bench is sitting." After a fuH discussion of the subject, 
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the plea was admitted; but from the conditioii of Tone, his 
rempval from prison, according to the writ, was deemed un* 
safe, and he shortly after died from the self-inflicted wound. 

« With the reduction of the ravaging bunds in the moun- 
tains of Wicklowy under Holt and Hacket, the last p r o fe s s e d 
champions in arms of the united conspiracy, and with the death 
of Tone, its chief original projector, ended a rebdKon, of whteh 
the deep and artful scheme demonstrated the ability, but die 
immediate consequences, the ignorance of its authors with rt* 
spect to the instruments which they were obliged to employ. 

<< The evil consequences of thb rebellion were, notwidutaad* 
ing the small extent and duradon of armed opposition to go- 
vernment, too many to be distinctly particularized* To Ae ge- 
neral mass of evils, of some of which a faint idea may be farm- 
ed from the foregoing pages, a corruption of mords in the dis- 
turbed parts made a lamentable addition. To dwdl on the sad 
propensity to extortion, cheating, pilfering, and foUmig, acquil^ 
cd or encouraged by a temporary dissolution of civil govenn 
ment; on the practice of perjury and bribery in th^ accusation 
and defence of real or supposed criminals; and of perjuiy in 
claims of losses, even by persons who might well be 8tq>posed 
superior to such meanness, laying aside religious conrideratiocis, 
would be attended with more pain than utility. Even dissipa- 
tion, which might reasonably be expected to be checked by the 
calamities attendant on this cruel commotion, seemed to revive 
With augmented force on the subsiding of die insurrectioii. 
Collected in towns, in the following winter^ many of the lower- 
sort of loyalists spent die days in drunkenness, and thehr supe- 
riors the nights in late suppers and riotous coovmalitjr. One 
good consequence, however^ of their assemUing in towns was 
the promotion of matrimony. Young people of the two sexes 
being brought together, who might otherwise have reBuoaed 
unacquainted witii one another, an extraordiDAty nuasbo* of 
marriages took place, as if Providence intended diua to ttpmr 
the waste of civil war.*^ 
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No. L— p. 129. 

Constitution of the Society of United Irishmen of the city of 
Dublin^ as first agreed upon^ 

THE society is constituted for the purpose of forwarding a 
brotherhood of affection, an identity of interests, a communion 
of rights, and an union of power, among Irishmen of all re* 
ligious persuasions, and thereby obtaimng an inq>artial ^md 
a4equate representation of the nation in parliament. 

The members of this society are either ordinary or hono- 
rary. 

Such persons only are eligible as honorary members, who 
have distinguished themselves by promoting the liberties of 
mankind, and are not inhabitants of Ireland. 

Every candidate for adntission into the socieQr, whether as 
an ordinary or honorary member, shall be proposed by two or- 
dinary members, who shall sign a certificate of his beings from 
iheir knowlecfge of him, a fit person to be admitted, that he 
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has seen the test, and is willing to take it. This certificate^ 
delivered to the secretary, shall be read from the dudr^ at the 
ensuing meeting of the society; and on the next subsequent 
night of meeting the society shall proceed to the election. The 
names and additions of the candidates, with the names of those 
by whom he has been proposed, shall be inserted in the sum- 
mons for the night of tlcction. The election shall be con- 
ducted by ballot, and if one-fifth of the number of beans be 
black, the candidate stands rejected. The election, with re- 
spect to an ordinary member, shall be void, if he does not 
attend within four meetings afterwards, unless he can plead 
some reasonable excuse tot 1» absence. 

Erery pewoli elected a tocmber of the sockty^ whether ho- 
norary or ordinary, shall, previous to Us admission, take and 
subscribe the following test: — Seep. 138. 

A rttembef of another society of United IrishAiett being in- 
trodnced to the president by a member of this society, shall, 
tipdn producing a certificate signed by the secretary, and seal* 
cd with the scaJ of the society to which he belonga* and taking 
the before-mentioned test, be thereupon admitted to attend the 
sitimgs ^f this society* 

The officers of the society shall consist of a president, trea- 
surer, and secretary, who shall be severally elected three 
months, tideticity on every first night of meeting in the months 
of November, FebruarJ^, May, and August; the election to 
be determined by each member present writing on a piece of 
paper the named of the object of his choice, and putting it 
into a box. The miajority of votes shall decide ; if the votes 
ire equal, the president shall have a casting voice. No per- 
son shall be capable of being re-elected to any pffice for the 
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qiHuter fiext ducceedtag the determination of hift office. In 
^ue of an occasional vacancy in any office by death or other- 
irise, the society shall, on the next night of meeting, elect a per-t 
son to the same lor the remainder of the quarter. 

The sockQ" shafl cheet on every second Friday night, or 
oftener if necessary. The ^hair shall be taken at eight o'clock, 
from twenty-nimb September to twenty-fifth March; and at 
nihe o'clock^ from twenty-fifth March to twenty-ninth Septem- 
ber. Fifteen members shall form a quorum; no new business 
8haB be introduced after ten o^clock. 

Every respect and deference shall be pjud to the president; 
his cluur shall be raised three steps above the seats of the mem- 
bers; the treasurer and secretary shaU have seats under himy 
two steps above the seats of the members. On his rising 
from his chair, and taking off his hat, there must be silence, 
and the members be seated; he shall be judge of order and 
propriety, be impowered to direct an apology, and to fine re- 
fractory members in any sum not exceeding one crown ; if the 
member refuse to pay the fine, or make the apology, he is there- 
upon expeUed from the society. 

There shall be a committee of constitution, of finance, of 
correspondence, and of acoAnmodation. The committee of 
constitution shall consist of nine members, that of finance of 
seven members, that of correspondence of five members : each 
committee shall, independent of occasional reports, make general 
reports on every quarterly meeting. The treasurer shall be un- 
der the direction of the committee of finance, and the secretary 
under the direction of the committee of correspondence; the 
election for committees shall be on every quarterly meeting, and 
decided by the majority of votes. 
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In order to defray the necessary expences^ and establish a 
fund for the use of the society, each ordinary member shall on 
his election pay to the treasurer, by those who proposed him, 
one guinea admission fee ; and also one guinea annualtyf by 
half-yearly pajonents, on every first night of meeting in Novem- 
ber and May; the first payment thereof to be on the first night 
of meeting in November, 1792. On every quarterly meeting 
following, the names of the defaulters, as they appear in die 
treasury-book, shall be read from the chair. If any member, 
after the second reading, neglect to pay his subscription, he shall 
be excluded the society, unless he can shew some reasonaUe 
excuse for his default* 

The secretary shall be furnished with the following seal, trf- 
/klicitj a harp ; at the top, ^ J^im new strung'/^ at the bottom^ 
" Jtuill be heard 'y*^ and on the exergue, '< Society of United 
Lruhmen of Dublin.^^ 

No motion for an alteration of, or addition to, the constitu- 
tion shall be made but at the quarterly meedngs, and notice of 
such motion shall be g^ven fourteen days previous Vb those 
meetings. If upon such motion the society shall see ground for 
the proposed alteration or addition, the same shall be referred 
to the proper committee, with instructions to report on the next 
night of meeting their opinion thereupon ; and upon sudi repjrt 
the question shall be decided by the society. 
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No. n, 

EXtRACTS FROM THE PUBLICATIONS OF TfiE UNITED 
IRISHMEN. 

Friday, 30th of December, 1791. 
Society of United Mshmeri of Dtiblin. — The Hon* Simon Sutler 

in the cheat. 

Resolved unanimously, 
That the following circular letter^ reported by our committee 
of correspondence^ be adopted and printed : 

This letter is addressed to you from the corresponding com- 
mittee of the Society of United Irishmen of Dublin. 

We annex the declaration of political principles which we 
have subscribed, and the test which we have taken, as a social 
smd Bacred compact to bind us more closely together. 

The object.of this institution is to make an united society of 
the Irish nation; to make all Irishmen citizens; all citizens, 
Irishmen : nothing appearing to us more natural at all times, 
and at this crisis of Europe more seasonable, than that those 
who have common interests, and common enemies, who suffer 
common wrongs^ and lay dum to ccHnmon rights should know 
each other, and should act together. In our opinion, ignorance 
has been the demon of discord, which has so long deprived 
Irishmen, not only of the blessings of well-regulated govern- 
ment, but even the common benefits of civil society. Peace in 
ibis isl^d has hitherto been a pes^ce o^ the principles and with 
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the consequences of civil war. For a century past there has 
indeed been tranquility, but to naost of our dear countrymen 
it ha3 been the tranquility of a dungeon j and if the land has 
lately prospered, it has been oWing to the goodness of Provi- 
dence, and the strong efibrts of human aatete, resiidag and 
overcoming the malignant infiuence of a miserable adminis- 
tration. 

To resist tbas influeivGe, vHch mkft by discord and e« tfni 1s 
by system, it is vain to act as iodisriduals or as parties; it be- 
comes necessary by an union of minds, and a knowledge of 
each other, to will and act as a nation. To know cack other 
18 to know ourselves ; t^ weakness of one and tiie«lreBglii of 
many. Union, therefore, is power ; it is wisdom ; zt flawt pone 
liberty. 

Our design, therefore^ in fotminig this eotio^y iB to give an 
example, which, when well followed, must collect the puUic 
will, and consecrate the public pow^ into ' one fMDilid Mass, die 
effect of which, once put in moticm, jmust fae^rapid^mfwiiliniij 
arid consequential. 

In duis associating^ weh^e dioughjtlittie about our ances- 
tors, much of our posteri^. Are we for er<er $jo avaUc Uke beMts 
of prey, over fields which <heae imceston ftaiiied wilb tibod ? 
In lookmg b^ck, we seenothing^ntbeoaepaftbot savage force 
.succeeded by savage policy; on the other, an uttfiHtunatenationy 
^^ scattered and peded, meted ciut ai|d trodden downf^ Vk 
see a mutusd intolerance, and a xonunbn tannage of &e lint 
moral emodans x>f the heart, wliich lead us to eatoem and place 
confidence in oinr £^w«creaturei. Weaee this, and areaiieni: 
but we gladly look forwaid to l)righter prospects, to a people 
unittd in the feOowshii^^frecdDni) to a parliament 'the express 
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Image of the people, to a prosperity established on civiU politi- 
cal, and religious lij^erty, to a peace, not the gloomy and pre- 
carious stillness of men brooding over their wrongs, but that 
stable tranquility which rests on the rights of human nature, 
and leans on the arms by which these rights are to be m^n- 
tained* 

Our principal rule of conduct has been to attend to diose 
things in which we agree^ to exclude from our thoughts those 
in which we differ. We agree in knowing what are </ur rights, 
and in daring to assert them : If the rights of men be duties to 
Gfrod, we are in this respect of one religion. Our creed of civil 
faith is the same ; we agree in thinking that there is not an 
individual an^g our millions, whose happiness can be estab- 
lished on any foundation so rational and so solids as on the 
happiness of the whole conmiunity. We agree, therefore, in 
the necessity of giving political value and station to the great 
majority of the people ; and we think that whoever desires an 
amended constitution^ without including the grand body of the 
people, must on his own principles be convicted of political per- 
secution, and political monopoly. If the present electors be 
themselves a morbid part of our constitution, where are we to 
recur for redress but to the whole community ? «* A more 
^^ unjust and absurd constitution cannot be devised, than that 
*' which condemns the natives of a country to perpetual ser- 
^^ vitude, under the arbitrary dominion of strangers and 
" slaves.'* 

We agree in thinking, that the first and most indispensable 
condition of the laws in a free state, is the assent of those whose 
obedience they require, and for whose benefit only they are 
designed. Without, therefore, an impartial and adequate re- 
presentation of the community; we agree in declaring, we can 

3A 
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have no constitution, no country^ no Ireland. Without tfus, 
our late revolution we declare to be fallacious and ideal ; a things 
much talked of, but neither felt or seen. The act of Irish 
sovereignty has been merely tossed out of the English houses 
into the cabinet of the minister ; and nodiing remains to the 
people, who of right are every thing, but a servUe majesty and 
a ragged independence. 

We call earnestly on eve^ great and good man, who at the 
late sera spoke or acted for his country, to consider less of what 
was done than of what there remains to do. We call upon their 
senatorial wisdom to consider the monstrous and immeasurable 
distance which separates, in this island, the ranks of social life, 
makes labour ineiFectual, taxation unproducdvef and divides 
the nation into petty despotism and public misery. We call 
upon their tutelar genius, to remember, that government is 
instituted to remedy, not to render more grievous, the natural 
inequality of mankind, and that unless the rights of the whde 
community be asserted^ anarchy (we cannot call it government) 
must continue to prevul^ when the strong t}n*anize, the rich 
oppress^ and the mass are brayed in a mortar. We call upon 
them, therefore^ to build their arguments and their action on the 
broad platform of general good. 

Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merely by connivance, 
and the rights of conscience merely by toleration. If you 
raise up a prone people, let it not be merely to their knees : Let 
the nation stand. Then will itcastaway the bad habit of servitude, 
which has brought witl^ it indolence, ignorance, an extinction 
of our faculties, an abandonment of our very nature. Then 
will every right obtained, every franchise exercised, prove a 
seed of sobriety, industry, and regard to character^ and the 
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manners of the people will be formed on the model of thoir 
free constitution* 

This rapid exposition of our principles, our object, and our 
rule of conduct, must naturally suggest the wbh of multiplying 
similar societies^ and the propriety of addressing such a desire 
to you* Is it necessary for us t^ request^ that you will hold 
out your hand, and open your heart to your countryman, towns* 
man, neighbour i Can you form a hopo for political redemp- 
tion, and by political penalties^ or civil excommunications, with- 
hold the rights of nature from your brother i We beseech you 
to rally all the friends of liberty round a society of this kind as 
a centre. Draw together your best and bravest thoughts, yoiu* 
best and bravest men. Tou will expe riencey as we have done^ 
that these points of union will quickly attract number, while the 
assemblage of such societies, acting in concert,, moving as one 
body, with one impulse and one direction, will, in no long time, 
become not parts of the nation, but the nation itself; speaking 
with its voice, etpre^sing its will, resistiess in its power* We 
again entreat you to look around for men fit to form those 
stable supports on which Ireland may rest the lever of libert}% 
If there be but ten, take those ten* If there be but two, take 
those two, and trust with confidence to the sincerity of your in-/ 
tention, the justice of your cause, and the support of your' 
country. 

Two objects interest the nation, a plan of representation, and 
the means of accomplishing it. These societies will be a most 
powerful means; but a popular plan would itself be a means for 
its own accomplishment. We have, therefore, to request, that 
you will favQur us with your ideas respecting the plan which 
appears to you most eligible and practicable, on the present 
lAore enlarged ^and liberal principles which actuate the people; 
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at die same time giving your sentiments upon our naticmal ccxt* 
lition, on the means of promoting it, and on the political state 
and disposition of the county or town where you reside. We 
know what resistance will be made to your patriotic efforts by 
those who triumph in the disimion and degradation of Aar 
country. The greater the necessity for reform, the greater 
probably will be the resistance: We know that Acre is much 
spirit that requires b^ing brought into mass^ as well as much 
massy body that must be refined into spirit* We have enemies^ 
and no enemy is contemptible; we do not despise the enemies 
of the union, the liberty and the peace of Ireland, but we are 
not of a nature, nor have we encouraged the habit of fearing 
any man, or any body of men^ in an honest and honourable 
cause. In great undertakings, like the present, we declare that 
we have found it always more difficult to attempt, than to ac- 
complish. The people of Ireland must perform all diat lliey 
wish, if they attempt all that they can. 

Signed by order, 

Jameb Napper Tandy, sec. 



No. ni. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE UNITED IRISHHEK^ 

Published and circulated since the rebellion was put down^for 
the purpose of keeping the fame of it alive* 

I BELIEVE in the Irish Union, in die supreme majesty of 
the people, in the equality of man, in the lawfulness of insur* 
rection, and of resistance to oppression. I believe in a revdii- 
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lion founded on the rights of man, in the natural and imprest- 
criptable right of all the Irish citizens to ail the land. I believe 
the soil, or any part of it, cannot be transferred without the 
consent of the people, or their representatives, convened and 
authorised, by the votes of every man having arrived at the age 
of twenty-one years. I believe the land, or any of it, cannot 
become the property of any man^ but by purchase, or as re- 
wards for forwarding and preserving the public liberty. I be- 
lieve our present connexion with England must be speedily 
dissolved* I believe that old age, pregnant women, and la- 
bour should be honoured. I believe that treason is the crime 
of betraying the people. I believe religious distinctions are 
only protected by tyrants. I believe applying the lands of the 
chvu-ch to relieve old age> to pve education and protection to 
infancy, will be more acceptable to an UI^ted people, that 
maintaining lazy hypocrites and ravenous Qrthe gatherers. 

In this faith I mean to live, or bravely die. 

Question. What are you? 

Answer. An Irishman. 

Q. As an Irishman, what do you hope for ? 

A. The emancipation of my country, and equality of rights, 
a fair division of the land, an abolition of religious establbh- 
mentSf and a representative government. 



Q. What benefit do yoU propose to your country^ by what 
you call emancipation ? 
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A. Deliverance from the odious influence of Englandf and 
that domestic tyranny it generated, which is calculated to 
corrupt our morals^ impoverish our people^ and retard our 
industry. 

Q. How do you conceive this i 

A. By the innumerable injuries we experience from Eng^d 
-—she shuts us out from any mercantile connexion with the 
world, while she tells |ls we are an independent people ; she fos- 
ters establishments in our island, contriving to make her a^ts 
in the land her friends and our oppressorsX 

Q. How are Irish morals bjurad by England i 

A. By monopolizing the trade of the worlds and confining 
us to deal only with hen 

Q. Does that e£fect your morals ? 

A; Yes, her contrivance leaves us at her mercy: she sells to 
us at her own prices, she deprives us of the choice of odier 
markets, either to buy or sell; by such means she has the com- 
mand of all our produce ; we buy dear and sell cheap ; conse- 
quently we are poor, and poverty begets crimes, as Job says, 
^^ Lord, make me not poor^ lest I should steal*" 

Q. What other reasons have you against English connect 
tions, and what other proofs have you of influence on your 
morals ? 

A. England has organized a kind of legislators here, dcvo/ted 
to her interests, and holding their influence and power at her 
wiH. 
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Q. Explain yourself? 

A. Those law-makers are land-holders» all of one trade^ 
vhich in itself is crim'inal; as men making laws, bemg of one 
profession, will alwajrs be unanimous in promoting the welfare 
of a particular object* A legislative assembly of tanners would 
make leather dear; of weavers, would increase the price of 
cloth; of schoolmasters, would monopolize instruction. Our 
law-makers contrive to make spirituous liquors in more gene- 
ral use than bread, they are constandy canting on the drunk- 
enness of the people, and take no pains to discourage distilla- 
tion, as it raises the value of their lands, under the pretext of 
promoting the revenue. They encourage grazing and the 
exportation of catde ; they sell the liquor and accuse us of 
drunkenness; they export our raw materials; they say we are 
idlersy and mock oiu* poverty; they import tobacco for our use, 
and export our beef and butter. Thus the necessaries of life 
are put out of our reach, to promote their own ends, and a 
poisonous plant given us for the same purposes. 

Q. l¥hat advantage can our poverty be to our law-makers ? 

A. By being poor we must be on the alert, to procure the 
necessaries of life^ which makes true the old maxim, they 
** keep us poor and busy." Our time will b^ spent studying 
to avoid want, instead of inquiring the cause of it ; for enquiry 
is dangerous to tyranny. 

Q. What benefit, in a general sense, would emancipation 
be? 

A. Ireland, delivered from England, would give us immense 
resources, innumerable means of employing our people, would 



Digitized' 



by Google 



3/6 REBELLION IN IRELAND. 

extend our trade and agriculture, we could have the sugars of 
the West-Indies, seventy per cent, cheaper from the Danes, the 
Dutch, or the French, than we can get them from the retail 
market of England. The teas and produce of the Indies, we 
could also have, in the same advantageous manner, from the 
same nations, or from the Americans, or by a direct imp(»tatioiu 
Other branches of trade and other resources of riches and em- 
ployments would unfold themselves to independent Ireland^ 
now impossible to enumerate. 

Q. What is meant by equality ? 

A. Men being bom equal, is evident to every understanding. 
If the Creator intended any superior rank among men, it is that 
of superior abilities or superior virtue ; if he intended any other 
nobility than the noble of nature, we should see noblemen, 
not the sanae impotent, ignorant, vicious, and untaught creatures, 
so common among the artificial orders. We should have tfaem 
bom without wanting any of those acquirements that appear so 
necessary to every rank, which is die result of tedious instruc- 
tion, and persevering industry, their childhood would ^ dis- 
tinguished by a knowledge of everj" talent that is known or 
valued; they would come into the world finished statesmen, 
orators, mathematicians, generals, dancing-masters, hair-dress- 
ers, taylors, &c. nay, they would come from die womb covered 
with embroidery, ribbons, stars, and coronets. 

Q. Not appearing in infancy to have any visible or mental 
acquirements, more than other mortals, you think is an ar- 
gument to defend the opinions of those who are advocates for 
equality ? 
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A. Undoubtedly* Blany persons in Ireland may remember 
men who are ranked as nobility^ to be raised by accidental cir« 
cumstances from the loins of footmen, low tradesmen, and in- 
famous gamblers ; the whole of them may be said, within the 
last century, to be the descendants of English ruffians^ adven- 
turers, whose crimes or obscurity denied them a livelihood in 
their own country, but were the cruel agents of foreign force 
or foreign seduction. The origin of nobles in every country 
is the same; but time and revolutions have concealed their 
hateful origin. 

Q. What inconvenience do Irishmen find by the privileged 
orders ? 

A. We have manifold complaints against the unnatural insti- 
tution ; they are an association in alliance with the common 
enemy. They consider the people as an inferior and de- 
graded mass, only made for their amusement or convenience, 
io dig, plow, or enlist, whenever the tyrant's amusement or 
ambition is the mode. They influence the whole race of land- 
holders, who are their creatures or admirers, whose conduct, 
honour and religion, is regulated by an uniform compliance^ 
that will promise a hope of arriving at the rank and emolu- 
ments diat are at the disposal of the plunderers of the people. 

Q. Do you mean an equality of property as a part of yoUS* 
system l 

A. By no means ; 'tis tooabsurd to imagine : I fnean only 
an equality of rights^ that is, that every man is eligible to pub- 
lic employment, whose honesty and abilities are approved of 
by his countrymen ; that no man should be deprived of bia 
liberty or property by any others, of supposed superiority o| 
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rank; that every man, however rich, however connected, ahotild 
be as amenable to the laws and as subject to punishment as the 
meanest; that labour, honesty, and public virtue should be pro- 
tected, and should be the tests of superiority. 

Q. yfhat good could a fair division of the land be to Ireland f 

A. As the land and its produce was intended fco* the use of 
man, it is unfair for fifty or an hundred men to possess what is 
for the subsistence of near five millions : it exposes the ' great 
body of the people to every want and every misery. It is 
a blasphemy to say the present land-holders in Ireland are to 
be the *« lords of the soil.'* The Almighty intended all man* 
kind to lord the soil. As man cannot, in the present improved 
manners of life, do without shoes, clothes, or food, which are 
produced from the grass and com, surely it is unfair that one 
or one hundred should hold in their hands those necessaries 
which none ought to want; it is not possible diat Clod can be 
pleased to see a whole nation depending on the caprice and 
pride of a small faction, who can deny the conunon property in 
the land to his people, or at least tell them, how much they 
shall eat, and what kind; and how much they shall wear, and 
what kind. As we every day experience fix)m the hands of 
these cruel usurpers, who have formed themselves intd'a cmpo* 
ration of law-makers, and are constantly exporting our provi- 
sions, or curtailing its growth, on the horrid policy of {unserving 
subordination, by degrading our characters, and forcing on os 
every servile occupation to earn a scanty livelihood in a coun- 
try capable of the greatest plenty. 

Q. How would 'you alter the property in land) and patscrvc 
the country from anarchy ? 
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A. By dividing the ancient estates among the descendant of 
(hose Irish families, who were pillaged by English invaders, 
giving to every person without exception, a competent share 
to enable him or her to get a comfortable livelihood ; this pro- 
vision not to extend to any person who impeded the deliverance 
of the country by cowardice or treachery. The remainder to 
be sold by public cant, and the money applied to paying off 
the debts contracted by the former confederacy, and for reward- 
ing the citizens who fought for their country, and providing for 
their wives and mothers, and giving education to their children 
and infant relations. 

Q. What is your view by wishing to abolish religious esta- 
blishments? f 

« 
. A. To eradicate every reason of jealousy and distrust, to ease 
the nation of a useless and weighty body, formed of hypocrites 
and cheats* 

Q. How would this provide against jealousy and distrust? 

A. As every man has a right to make use of any form of 
worship he thinks most acceptable to his Creator, it is unfair to 
tax him for the maintenance of an order he does not acknow- 
ledge, and cannot approve of. It is unjust to take his property, 
his com, his cattle, his hay and potatoes, to maintain a man he 
<:an do without, or perhaps abhors. The system of tythes 
forces a man's property from his family, to apply it to the use 
of a disorderly idler, or useless fool, protected by power, often 
uniting every vice that disfigures society, under the specious 
doke of religion* By leaving every minister of religion on the 
bounty of his hearers, you generally find the people choose men 
•f educatioiMmd morals, as objects .of their esteem. If there 
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were do oth^ advantages than that of adding the cfaurdi binds 
to the national stock, and relieving the people from tydies^ 1% 
would be of sufficient udlity to abolish church ^sta})ltsli^ 
pients. 

Q. Let me hsar your reasons for a represontative govern- 
ment 7 

A. By giving a power of voting to every man who has not | 
forfeited his right by any crime^ you create such an imwifnse 
number of electors, that no candidate can ^ver purciiase theit 
suffrage. 

Q. HVould that be sufficient to promote your plan? 

A* No : I mention it as the first towards true representation: 
besides the justice of universal suffirage, it has that beauty which 
must make every man its advocate. 

Q. How would the poor see the advantage of it? . 

A. As every man> in a free state, votes to secure his libeciy 
and property : the poor man has but his labour, yet it is to him 
a property : he should have representatives, who would be 
careful of the value of labour, and watch, with a vigilant ^ye^ 
the different and combining circumstances occurring ix legisla- 
tive assemblies, lest the labour or employments of the ardaan 
or husbandman should be made uncertain or ua&sfaion* 
able. 

Q. Should there be any qualification for a representa^ 

tive ? 
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A. None but bcmesty and abUities; as tveiy ma^ shouU be 
eligible. 

Q. Might not a representative betray the trust reposed in 
himt and be an accomplice in the destruction of his eoun* 

tiy? 

A. By limiting the existence of representative assembHeSf to 
the period of one or two years, the people have a frequent, 
check on the conduct of their representatives, and should any 
displease by ignorant or treacherous conduct^ he could be re^ 
placed ; by that means corruption or tyranny could be prevent- 
ed, as near as human wisdom can devise. 

Q. Were we to regain our freedom, would not the power of 
England be dangerous to our existence as a free state i 

A. By no means. As power principally consists m popular 
tion, her population caipot be so formidable as to hazard our 
safety. 

Q^ Why, she has a more numerous people ? 

A. She has, in the island of Great Britain^ about seven 
mUlionSf we have near five, she could not send her seven mil- 
lions on an invasion; though we could fight our whole popula* 
tion agsunst the redundancy of hers, as we could be on the de- 
fensive. 

Q. But she has a navy i 

A. Her navy could make Itttb impression on Irelaad; a na- 
vy may cover a jebsu-kation of troops, and suf^ion diem while 
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within the reach of the ships guns ; but after Aat, any number 
of troops, however well appointed, though all the navies of Eu- 
rope were employed in conveying them, would be a very insuf- 
ficient force to conquer the united people of Ireland^ fight- 
ing fi^r a valuable country, and a more valuable indepen- 
dence. 

Q. Would not the navy of England destroy our trade? 

A. We have no trade, nor have we foreign possessions, so 
we have nothing to apprehend on that account. 

Q. Would not blocking up our ports be some inconvc* 
nience? 

A. None ; as our miserable and confined commerce is calcu- 
lated rather to injure the poor, the suppressing of it would be 
beneficial in a state of hostility ; our exports are necessaries of 
fife, taken from them who labour; and our imports luxuries to 
pamper the idle. Were the com, cattle, and butter, kept at 
home, and wines, teas^ sugar and tobacco, kept away, we 
need not be much alarmed at the naval consequence of Eng- 
land. 

Q. How shall we arrive at the bles^ngs so certain from in- 
dependence ? 

A« By a union of all the people. 

Q. Do you mean the privileged orders in this union ? 

A. No: were we to wait their concurrence^^our ddivery 
would be as distant as the general death of nature. 
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Q* Who do you mean should compose this favourite ob- 
jcct? 

A. Every man that is oppressed^ every man that la* 
hours, every honest man of every religion, every man who 
loves, and whose love of his country raises the human mind 
above other trifling distinctions, and loses the petty idea of 
sects, in the name of Irishman. 



No. IV.— p. 154. 



Names of the Members, of the Court-martial on Sir EdwarJ 

Crosbze* 

Major Denis, of the 9th dragoons^ president. ^ 

Captain Martin of the 9th dragoons* 

Captain Sherston, 32d regiment. 

Captain Buthin, unattached. 

Lieutenant Loftus> 9th dragoons. 

Lieutenant Roe^ Armagh regiment. 

Lieutenant Best, half pay. 

Lieutenant Higgins^ 9th dragoons. 

Lieutenant Ogle, Armagh regiment. 

Lieutenant Magrath, North Cork re^ment. 
**Lieutenant Bagwell^ 9th dragoons. 
^ Ensign Ellis^ Armagh regiment. 

Comet Fleming, 9th dragoons. 

^ The insults offered to her/* (lady Crosbie^ widow of sir 
Edward) ^ after his death, by the military, became now so 
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jdftnningf that these, togedier widi a midnight vlak from colo- 
nel Mahoo, of the 9th dragoons, and a partjr of dragoons, an a 
frivolous pretence, after what had befallen her lamented hus- 
band, excited in her no unreasonable apprehensions for her own 
Security ; and she was oUiged at length literally to fly for refiige 
to England.'^— *S>ff $Ae pampMety p. 9. 



An exact copy of a letter from Major Denisy in answer 
to an application for the copy of the minutes of Sir Edr 
xvar<p8 trial* 

Mount-McUick, Feb. 1, 1800. 
•< Madam — ^I have been honoured with your letter, represent- 
ing a conversation I had with a lady at Harrowgate^ respecting a 
transaction which occurred during the late rebellion. It con- 
cerns me much to renew a subject^ which I hoped was buried 
in oblivion. But as die lady has thought proper to mention die 
business, and which I thought I was only speaking in confidence, 
I must beg leave to say, diat on her representing to me, that 
reflection had been cast on the proceedings of the court-martial, 
of which I was a tnember, in vindication I declared my senti- 
ments, observing I could by the proceedings prove the assertion 
I made. The lady will, I am sure^ do me justice to recollect 
what my sentiments were :— that I should be extremely sorry 
to bring forward any thing to hurt the feelings of any of the 
family, part of whom I had been acquainted with a long time> 
and had the highest respect for. No stranger has seenfr^mme, 
since the unfortunate time I allude to, any copy. I understand 
applications have already been made to my superior officers 
for such a copy: I think myself unwarrantable in doing so at 
present. Any thing in my power, consistent with what I 



Digitized 



by Google 



conceive propriety I would do to serve^kdjr Crotbiie, or way 
of the famity; but in the presept caae^ lam sure the wiSeaciiie 
me. 

^^ I aro^ inadam» yours, See. 8cc« 

fivM« Denis. 



County of the city^ George Lucas, of BrowneVhilly in the 
of Dublin^ to -wit.^coMvtty of Carlow, farmer, Uxc shepherd dP 
sir Edward William Crosbie, of Yiew-mount, in the ssud couni* 
tfy make^ oath, that from the nature of this the deponents em« 
|>b3nnent, he was constantly about the house and demesne of 
the said sir Edward William Crosbie, at Yiew-mount, aforesaid, 
and from thence, and from his observations of the conduct of 
the said sir Edward William Crosbie, both before and after the 
attack of the rebels on the town of Carlow, this depon^t was 
enabled to give very material evidence in favour of the said sir 
Edward William Crosbie upon his trial, for which purpose this 
deponent was directed to attend at the place of trial by lady 
Crosbie, the wife of the said sir Edward William Crosbie. 
And this deponent saith, he has reason to believe that, if the 
said sir Edward William Crosbie had left his house at Yiew* 
mount, on the morning of the day of the attack of Carlow by 
the rebels, and had gone, or attempted to go, into the tovm of 
Carlow, for the purpose of giving any information, or at all, the 
family and property of the said sir Edward William, wouUL 
have been destroyed by the rebels, who were in full forct about 
the said town of Carlow. This deponent saith, diat he accord- 
ingly attended on the 2d and 4th days of June, at the barrack 
gate in die town of Carlow, to give evidence upon the said trial; 
and saith, that on the 4th day of June this deponent was callea 
upon to go into the court, and to give evidence far the said sir 
Edward William, by Robert Kirwan, gaoler of Carlow, who 
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was the person (asthb deponent heard and believes) instructed 
by the said sir Edward William to call for his witnesses; and 
this deponent thereupon went forward, and attempted to go into 
tthe barrack-yard, for the purpose of giving his evidence before 
'the said court, upon the trial of the said sir Edward William 
Crosbie, which was then going on. And this deponent saith, 
that upon his attempting to go forward, for that purpose, the 
sentinel then on guard presented his bayonet against this depo- 
nent, and refused him entrance, and s^d deponent should not 
go in, though he was informed, upon this deponent being so 
calledy that he attended as a witness upon the said trial. And 
this deponent saith, that Mary Hutchinson, and other material 
witnesses, who attended to give evidence upon the said trials in 
favour of the said sir Edward William Crosbie, were refused 
admittance in the like manner. And this deponent saith, that 
he is, and always was, a protestant of the church of Ireland, as 
by law established, and saith> he never was concerned in the 
said rebellion, or in any act in favour thereof; and was alws^ 
a true and faithful subject to the present established govern- 
ment. And this deponent further saith, that this affidavit is 
made at the special instance and request ^f the said lady 
Crosbie. 

George Lttcas^ 
Sworn before me, Dec. 35) UOO. 
John Carleton. 
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The following is an extract of a letter to Mrs, Brissier^ from 
the Ren. Robert Robinson^ dated Tullowf Jwtuary ao, 
1799. ' • 

<' Tour letter found me in a large and gay company, and the 
revulsion it occasioned had such an effect on me^ as I shall no^ 
attempt to describe, but which no friend of sir Edward Crosbie 
need be ashamed' to avow ; and that I was such is my boast and 
my pride/ notwithstanding the rash and fatal sentence 'which 
deprived him of life. No difference of opinion could ever 
loosen the bonds of amity between him and me, or cool our 
affection ; and as to party spirit, although I profess myself as 
loyal a subject as any in his majesty's dominions, and sincerely 
abhor the rebellion, which has of late distracted this unhappy 
country, yet I should be sorry to consider myself as a pardzan. 
I knew sir Edward's political sentiments well, and do scdemnly 
declare, that he never, to my recollection, uttered a word of trea- 
sonable tendency; and with me he was ever unreserved. Would 
to God he had been less so to others ! I will tell you the two 
grand points on which he was most warm. One was, that he 
thought this kingdom governed by England rather as a colony 
than a federal state. The other was, that his noble heart 
spumed at the hauteur and oppression of the great and rich 
towai4 the poor and lowly. On these topics he always express- 
ed himself with ardour, and often in the presence of those who 
felt themselves galled { and dib attached to him the character 
of disaffected and republican. But I will give you a strong 
proof that he .was not so : the morning that he fought young 
Burton (of which no doubt you heard) \I was saying to him, 
that I much feared the duel would be imputed to politics^ as I 
knew he had the name of being a republican. His reply was^ 
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« If such be the character they give me, it is most undeeerved; 
and I tall upon you as my friend^ if I fall, to clear my memory 
from so unfounded a charge, as I am a steady fiiead to die 
constitudon of king, lords, and commons, with a pariiamentary 
reform, striking off the rotten boroughs.'' These sentunents, 
uttered on such an occasiony by a man whom, in a long course 
of nuwt intimate acqualntancef I never knew guiltjr of the mi* 
fiufest fdsehood* must be admitted as the genuine eflfuskm^ of 
his heart ; and that be did so express himself to me» I dedare 
on the word <^ a Christian deigyman. Was hedien utepdili- 
can? No. Ha own declaration a little befiMre he suflbred^ and 
which I read in his own hand writing, clears him from the im* 
putatioQ of being a member of any treasonable society.^ 



No. v.— f). 175. 

BY ORIMtll or THK REBEL COUITOIL OT TUX COUtrTf 9^ 

WKxrexD. 

Oaths to be tdlten by all theumUdanmff in the moef pubBc end 
^lemn manner* 

OATH OF ▲ B&ir A TE* 

I, A* B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, and take Ood and 
his only son our Lord Jesus Christ to witness, that I wiH at aB 
thnea be obedi^t to the commsmds of my officers; that I am 
ready to lay down ray life^ for the good of my country; that 
I have an aver^on to plunder, and to die spilling of innocent 
blood ; that I w^ fight courageously in the fidd« and shew 
nsercy where it can be giveA: diat I will avcud drunkemessi 
fending to disorder and nun; that I will endeavour to make at 
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manjr firiends, and as few enemies as possible; that above all, I 
detest a coward, and that I will look ttpOB him as an enemy wbo 
wiQ stand back in lite time of battle^ 

So help me Oodl 

<yATH OF AN OFFICER. 

In theawful presence of God, who knows the heart and thoughts 
o{ all men, and calling my country to wimess, I, A* B. officer 
int ficc* do solemnly swear, that I do not consider my life my 
bwn, when my country demands it : that I consider the present 
moment calls for a proof of the sincerity of that sentiment, and 
1 am ready and desirous to stand the test ; and do aver, that I 
am^determined to die, or lead to victory; and that all my ac- 
tions shall be directed to the prosperity of the common cause^ 
uninfluenced by any inferior motive : and I further declare my 
utter aversion to all alarmists, union-breakers^ and a coward^ 
and my respect and obedience to the commands of superior 
officers. 



So help me God. 



Done at the council chamber, 
Wexford, June the Uth, 17^8. 



By «der of the council, 

B. B. Kjlkvky^ president, 
Nicholas Oaat, secretary. 

Bt the virtuous voice of the people, we whose names are 
here under written, 4m appoint our trusty and well-beloved bro- 
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dier, William Fielding Costello, to commsuadrour aitiUeiy, and 
commissary of our stores ; and we trust this will be noticed by 
all whom it may concern* Given under our hands at camp at 
limerick-hiU^ this thirteenth day of June, 1798. 

Edward Ktan, 
John Hat. 

[A copy.] 



ERIN GO BRAGH! 

Proclamation of the people of the county of Wexford. 

Whereas it stands manifesdy notorious, that James Bo}rd9 
Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob, late magistrates of this county, have committed the most 
horrid acts of cruelty, violence, and oppression, against our 
peaceable and well-affected countrymen : 

Now we, the people, associated and united for the purposie 
of procuring our just rights, and being determined to protect 
the persons and properties of those of all religious persuasions 
who have not oppressed us, and are willing, with heart and 
hand, to join our glorious cause, as well as to shew our marked 
disapprobatl(jn and horror of the crimes of the above delin- 
quents, do call on our countrymen at large, to use every exer- 
tion in their power to apprehend the bodies of the aforesaid 
James Boyd, Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald 
Hamilton Jacob, and to secure and convey them to the gaol of 
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"Wexford, to be brought before the tribunal of the people. Done 
at Wexford, this ninth day of June, 1798. 



God save the Peopk* 



ERIN GO BRAGH! 

To all Irishmen and soldiers^ who wish to join their brethren 
in armsy assembled for the defence of their country^ their 
rights and liberties^ these few lines are addressed. 

Wb> the honest patriots of our country, do most earnestly in- 
treat and invite you to join your natural Irish standard. This 
is the time for Irishmen to shew their zeal for their country's 
good, the good of their posterity, and the natural rights and li- 
berties of Ireland. Repair then to the camps of liberQ^, where 
you will be generously received, and amply rewarded. We 
know your hearts are with us; and all you want is an oppor- 
tunity to desert those tyrants who wish to keep you as the sup- 
port of their oppressive and hellish schemes, to enslave our 
coimtry. Done at Wexford by the unanimous voice of the 
people, fourteenth June, 1798. 

God save the People. 
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MABSACEr AT 8CULLABOGVE. 

County of the city off The mfbmution of William Fleming, 
Dublin to wit. ^oi Taghmon^ in the county of Wezferdf 
yeoman, who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists^ mak* 
eth oath, and saith. That he, this informant, was a yeoman in 
the Taghmon cavalry, was taken prisoner by the rebels at Kil- 
bum, near Taghmon^ aforesaid^ on Thursday^ the thirty-fint 
day of May last^ by a man of the name of Brien, who was a 
captain of said rebels; and that said Brien asked informant^ 
whether he would be baptised? on which infiormant replied, 
that he was bapuaed before, and that he did not think a second 
baptism necessary. Informant saith, that said Brien aaked hinii 
whether he knew that this was a religious war ? to which in* 
formant replied, he did not ; on which said Brien told informamfc 
that no person would be suffered to live but he that was a true 
Boman Catholic. Informant saith, that said Bnen, thereon, 
cocked his gun, presented it at informant's breastf and declared 
he would shoot informant, as he did another orange rascal at 
the camp of Taghmon aforesaid : but that another of ssdd rebels 
told said Brien, that he had no right or i^utfaority to shoot him, 
unless it was done at the camp. That informant was conducted 
to the said camp, m the midst of a great crowd of rebels, who 
cried out aloud, Which is the orange rascal that is to be shot? 
Informant saith, that his life was saved that evening, by the m- 
terference, as informant verily believes, of Mr. William De- 
vereuz, a lloman catholic genUcman, of Taghmon aforesaid, 
who was a captain of said rebels. That the guards who were 
placed ov^r him that night, having a knowledge of, and a re- 
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gwld for informant^ gave him his liberty^ oi> which he rapwe4 
to a furze brake, where informant lay goncealod for two dayv 
and two nights. Informant saith, he was advised by a friend 
to return to the said town of Taghmoni a« the rebel camp had 
inarched to Carrickbyme, and which informant did on the second 
day of June, to the best of his recollection* That some days 
after, on or about the third day of June, he waa ordered to 
repair to the camp of Carrickbyrne^ in said county, which in- 
formant did from motives of fear. Informant saith, he was 
compelled to msu'ch with said rebels, on the fourth of June, to 
a camp at CcM^t-hill, within a mile of New Ross, in said coun^^ 
where the rebel o£Elcers fixed their head-quarters, at the house 
of cme Murphyi that when he was returning thence, after the 
batde of BosSf he, this said informant, was taken prisoner by a 
body of rebels^ at the bjndge of Ballynabpla, in said county. 
InformaBA eaith, that one of the said rebels told him, that he 
had just put an end to an orange rascal, of the name of Byron; 
and informant aaith, he saw, lyiog in a ditch at Ballynabola 
stforesaid, John Byron, a protestant inhabitant of the parish of 
Taghmon aforesaid, with whom informant waft well acquainted; 
and that said Byron was grievously wounded^ and covered 
with Uoodf and on the point of ei^iring* Informant saith, thai 
said rebels called informant an orange rascal, and threatened t9 
serve him as they did ,Byron ; and informant saith, he i$ ^oxi^ 
vkkxxd in his mind> that the said rebels would have put him to 
death, but that he produced a pass which he had obtained from 
Brien Abirphy, a priest of Taghmon, and that said pass saved 
die life of informant. That said rebels had a custom of warn*- 
ing the inhabitants of egch townland to attend their army, uodc? 
pain of deadi, in case of disobedience ; and that informant wis 
compelled by such warning^ to attend a rebel camp at Slieve* 
keha, sometime in the beghming of June, where the said rebels 
were on the point of tryjng him for being an or^genum ; but tfa^ 

SD 
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informant was relieved by the kind interference of Mr« John 
Devdreuz, of Taghmon. Informant saith, that father Boche, 
a priest, and who was commander in chief of saud camp^ 
preached a sermon, or exhortatbn, to the rebek therein, of the 
following tenor : ** Tliat they were fighting for their feligioo, 
their liberty, and the- rights of their ancestors^ and diat they 
must pcnerere. That they should e^xamine their ranks, and if 
diey found any orangemen, ot disaffected men among them> to 
extirpate them, ^s they could not prosper or tfirive while diey 
had such among them*'' Informant saith, he was^ again taken 
prisoner by a body of the said rebeW, at Kilburn mountain 
aforesaid, on the nineteenth of June, and compelled to repair 
to the Three-POck camp, near Wexford, where many thousands 
of the rebels were assembled and arrayed for die purpose of 
marching next day to fight the king's troops, at Foulkes's mill 
in said county: and that the said camp was commanded by 
genenis Bagenal Harvey and father Roche, aprkat. That die 
said rebels, in said camp, marched on the twentieth of June, to 
Foulkes's mill aforesaid, where they fought, and were defeated 
by his majesty's forces* "^That the said rebels returned on one 
night of the twentieth of Jime, to the said camp» at Tln^ee-rock 
hill aforesaid^ and that the next day, on the approach of the 
king's troops, the said rebels fled in different directionst some 
towards Wexford^ and others towards the barony of Fonh^ in 
said county. Informant saith, that a bam at ScnlUbogiie, in 
said county, having a great number of jprotestants in it, was 
consumed on die fifth day of June ; and that informant went ta 
'said bam on die seventh day of said mwtbf to Jook for the 
body of one Robert Cooke, a friend, who perishedtherdn^ ^r 
the purpose of interring it; but informant saith^ he could not 
^distinguish one body from anodier» from the injuries the ^aid 
fa9dies sustained from die fire* That some of ssad bodies were 
entirely consumed, that the heads and, Umbs of others were 
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ijso consumed, but the bodies remained entire, and very much 
discoloured* That the features of such persons as were not 
consumed, were so black and so discoloured, that he could not 
distinguish one from the other. That the bowels of some of the 
said bodies lay exposed on the floor. That some of the siudbodies 
lay against the wall, as if in d>e act of praying. That a heap of the 
said bodies lay near the door of sud bam, to whichthey flocked, as 
informant verily believes, for the sake of fresh ah> to prevent suf* 
fecation. Informant saith, that he foimd a guard of rebels at said 
bam, and that one of said rebels told informant, and some others 
who were with infontrant^ and seemingly with much joy and plea* 
8ure,that he, the said rebel, had been assisting in burning said bam, 
and in shooting a number of protestant prisoners, who were buried 
in the gripe of a ditch, which said rebel shewed, widi much seem<^ 
ing satisfaction, to informant, and those who accompanied him. In* 
formant sai^ that said rebel informed him, that one hundred and 
ninety-nine persons were comsumed in said bam, or shot at Sculla- 
bogue aforesaid, and that said rebel turned to one of his com- 
rades, and salid, the number wanted one of two hundred ; and 
that said rebel told informant^ tha^ a man with a pike had 
been at said bam, turning up and examining At bodies therein^ 
for money and watches, which informant verily believes to be 
true, as the said bodies showed evident marks of having been 
sdrred, and as the boweb of some of the said bodies lay expos- 
ed on me ground. 

WittiAM Flsmxitc 

' ff- Sworn before me, this 30th day 
f| of September, 1798. 

WutOVGHBT LlOBTltntHlU 
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Rcdmnd MitcheWs TriaL 

On the trial of Bedmotd.JMEitphell, a^as Miskd^, held aft 
Wexjb^dy the 16th of Jun^ 1799, it tppeared, that he was 
^Uve ampag the rebels ^ ScoHabogue, in murderii^ the li^al- 
istB, being arm^.with a firelock^ with the batt end of which he 
was JauKking and batten^ such of the priscMHss as yftKt os- 
piring at the front of the dweUtng-house* He had a pair of 
new boots on, which were n^uch bespattered with blood, whicfay 
and A watchy he obtained from Xoftus Frizzel, a prisoner in 
the dwelling-house^ who, and Kichard GrandjTi were tfac otSf 
prisoners that made their esqtpe* He was ao much adnured 
by the rebels, for his sanguinary and ferocious diappsitioni^ that 
they called him the true-born Roman* . 

He ^ve Mr. Friiszel his ^oes on gettiAg his boots. Mr* 
Frizzel gave Mitchell his watch and boots, hoping that he 
ivould savf Us liic;, which he did) and conveyed him to the 
rebel camp at Carrickbyn)^ 

, That numbers were trying ^o set the bam on fire, which was 
difficult, as the W|d^ were hi^; that a number of rebels in 
front were piking and firing on the prisoners, .who drew in die 
door to protec^^thcfQsselves; that they put a bundle of lighted 
straw in at the door^ which set fire to the bam, which fire they 
kept up till the prisoners were destroyed; but nmny wecO'Sbot 
dead before* 
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Trial of Matthew Furlmgy 6?c» 

On the trial o£ Matthew Furlong, at Wexford, iu September, 
i799f Robert Mills swore, that he was at ScuIlal>ogue, and was 
ordered to stand guard over the loyalists who were in the banu 
That all the orders to bum die bam were resisted, tiU three men 
arrrved and said, that a certain priest had given orders that the 
prisoners should be put to death; on which the rebels all set about 
the murders, and it was impossible to say who was most active. 
Orders were g^ven to put any man to death who should quit 
his post at the banw A man ordered the witness to guard the 
doorf and not let the lojralists out. The roof was on fire, and 
the loyalists were trybg to force open the door to effect tbeii' 
escapef but were prevented by the rebels^ of whom the prisoner 
was tmt ; and he made several stabs of his pike at those who 
endeavoured to get out, particulariy a woman, and on striking 
her he bent his pike. He afterwards went to the forge of Sculla- 
bogue> and straightened his pike there. Patrick Kerrivan 
swore, that the prisoner^ in assisting the rebels to bum the 
bam, lifted up the thatch with his pike, that others might put 
&ggots under ity and that he caUed for more straw. Tiiat he 
saw him strike with a spear a man who was endeavouring to 
make his escape. 

Ob tbe trial of Michael Murphy, at Wexfbrdf on the 14th of 
September, 17*99, it appeared, that he was raising the thatch of 
the bam for the admission of fire, and that he was followed by 
petBOOS with lighted bushes^ who were putting them into the 
apertures which he had made. Hiat he and Matthew Fur- 
long, who were guards at die door, speared a man who was 
endeaikrottring ti make his esc;^e. That the prisoner put bis 
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pike under the thatch to make it blaze. TJhat he and Fuiloiig 
went afterwards to the forge, which was near, to sharpen hk 
pike; and on being a^ked, whether they were all dead? the 
prisoner replied, ^ Til engage they arc all settled." 

September snh, 1/99, on the trial of Matdiew Revel, it 
appeared, that one gang of assassins, coming from Tintem wiA a 
drove of protestants, met another at some diatance from Scol- 
labogue, with Mr. ftElward Giffard and John Moran in their 
custody, and that the two parties joining, went to Scullabogoe 
together, and committed the prisoners to the bam. 

On the trial of Batrick Furlong, at Wexford, on the twelfth 
of September, 17^99, for being concerned in the massacre at 
Sci^Jlabogue, it was proved, that the messenger who conveyed 
orders to captain Murphy to put the prisoners to death, said 
they were sent by father Murphy, which corresponds witli the 
following affidavit of Michael Askins. 



County ofWexford^'y Michael Askins, having been duly 
to wit. 5^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Holy Evangelists, dqxMeifa 

and saith. That on the fifth of June, he was forced to join a 
party of rebels, and proceed towards Boss ; that when die par- 
ty got within three miles of Ross, they met a man riding very 
fast, who seemed by his dress, to be a priest* That this man 
cried out, we are defeated, Bagenal Harvey has mined us; I 
will go to Scullabogue and destroy every soul in it. Deponent 
saith^ that the party he was with saidi he was the stoutest priest 
in Ireland, father Murphy of Taghmon. That soon after, de- 
ponent and the party retreated to Scullabogue, where they saw 
thirty-nine bodies dead before the door, and the bam burned, and 
the roof fallen in. Deponent heard that one hundred and fifty 
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persons were destroyed in the bam, amongst whom were twen- 
ty-eight women and fifteen children ; and deponent says^ he 
heard the same fxpta numbers who were there, and he verily 
believes the numbers were rather more. 

his 
Michael >^ Asrins^ 
mark 
Sworn before me, this 18ih day 
of January, 1799. 
John H, Lyster. 



Feathard and ScuUabot^uc. 

On Saturday the 26th of May, a band of assassins, roaming 
the country in quest of loyalists, and headed by Michael De- 
Kereux and Joshua Colfer, entered the town of Feathard^ about 
eleven miles from Scullabogue, and seized Vw'illiam Jordan and 
James Tweedy, both protestants, and x:onveyed them to the 
bam where, they were burnt : the former was servant to the 
Rev. Mr. Kennedy, rector of Feathard, who had fled and narrow- 
ly escaped to Duncannon fort. Golfer often regretted that he had 
not that orange rogue, Mr. Kennedy, to put him to death ; he 
exckdmed very much against protestants, and said they deserv- 
ed to be punished. Some of the protestants inhabitants of 
Feathard saved their lives b^ going to mass, and by assunuog 
the semblance of sincere conversion. The Rev. father Doyle^ 
who acted with humanity towards them, advised them to do so^ 
as the means of preserving their lives. William Hurdis, a wit- 
neat on Golfer's trial, swore, that Patrick Murphy, one of the 
gang of assassins, made him swear to be true to the catholic 
war. These facts were proved on the trial of Joshua Golfer, 
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before a court-martialy held at Waterford the dd of Decembes^ 
1796, by order of general Johnson. Colfer had beea maimer 
to Mr. Clarke, a brewer of Feathard, resided there coa- 
standy, and had lived on terms of intimacy with the protest- 
ants. 

James Murphy, a witness on tlie trial of Colfer, and servant 
of the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, swore, That the prisoner asked him 
whether he would kill his master, and declared that he would 
kill him if he would not* He said also, that all orange-men 

should be killed. 

Philip Clarke, a protestant, and son of Mr. Clarke the brew- 
er, who employed the prisoner, declared, that he (Colfer) de- 
sired him and his brother to be christened by a priest, and sent 
for a popish manual, to have him, his brother and sisters, taught 
their catechism ; that, his brother and sisters, and other protest- 
ants of Fethard, were saved merely because they were const* 
disred as converted! 

Richard Stewart, a boy of nine years oldf brother-in-law of 
Tweedy, followed him crying, upon which Colfer threatened 
him. This child was afterwards murdered. 

On Saturday the 2d of June, another band of assassins, 
headed by the same Michael Devcreux, of Battletoursy arrived 
there and swept away all the protestants they could find* It 
fortunately happened that they were but few in number^ as 
most of them had escaped, or were doing du^ in a yeomanry 
corps at Duncannon fort. The rebels were so zealous in diis 
service, that they locked up such protestants as tfaey seifed, 
while they went in quest of others. 
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Samuel Orange^ dow living;, is a memorable instance of this* 
He was taken by his own neighbours, Patrick Hennesy. and 
James Savage, and was locked up in the house of the former; 
but while they were hunting for others, he providentially made 
his escape through a back window^ and concealed himself in 
ditches till Sunday, the 5th of June, when Colfer returned with 
another gang, and conveyed him to Wexford, Scullabogue hav* 
ing been before consumed. Michael Devereux having visited 
Feathard again, on 3d of June, with mother gang, seized Mrs. 
Dufficld, aged seventy-five, Mrs. Clarke, and Philip Clarke, a 
boy of about thirteen years. John Jones, a humane and re- 
spectable Roman catholic, solicited the release of the prisoners | 
and on his knees, he implored him to discharge the latter, a^ 
he was the child of his near neighbour ; but to no purpose^ as 
he said he could not release him, consistent with his own safe* 
ty. This shewed that he acted by the orders of his superiors, 
who were supplied with lists of the protestant inhabitants of 
every parish. 

The three were conveyed on a car to Scullabogue, but for* 
tunately for them, Bagenal Harvey, who happened to arrive 
there, discharged them, gave them a. pass to return, and orders 
ed that no more women and children should be taken prisoners* 
On the 9th of June, one Thomas M^Daniel, a sanguinary ruffian, 
went to Feathard, at the head of another gang, in search of 
Elizabeth Ennis, a protestant, who had escaped all their former 
searches; and when discovered, she direw herself on thie mercy 
of John Jones, already mentionedf who very humanely locked 
her up in a room in his own hoiise. When M^Dianiel was on 
the point of breaking open the door, Mrs. Jones placed herself 
between him and it, and said they must first murder her. Sbm 
also assured him, that she was no longer a protestant, having 
been christened by the priest, and was become a Boman catbo* 

d£ 
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. lie* The tK)or trembliog wrotcfa's life was saved by Mrs* Joneses 
ftttkuiess, and her assurances of her conversioiu 

After that period, such of the prolestasts as remained at 
Feathard ^ere saved by goiog to mass* 

' Fsrther Doyle, the priest, assembled them in a house, UDdo- a 
pretence of baptizbg tliem^ though in fact he did not pei fm m 
that ceremony ; and he very humanely anuounced^ in order to 
aaye their lives, that they were sincere converts to his religion. 

These facts were proved on the trial of Devereux, Golfer^ 
Hau^aOy and some others coocemed in diis atuJcioDs bu- 



tlo. TIL 

County of Wexford^l Richard GaAKDT, of Ballyshan, in said 
to tvit* 5<^<^>^^y9 ^^f^tot ^before us his m^esty's jus- 

tice of^e^ieace, and made oath on the HdlyEvangdistSythat he 
this ednmnant was attac^ced and seized at the cn»s roads of 
S^ride^ on Sunday the third o( June, between the houn of 
imie and teti o'clock in thaanorrnDg, as he was returning from 
ftiarm he has on the lands c^ Kilbride, by several persom ann- 
^A witfi guns, pikesy speats ; dmt among^ the numbw were 
Mkbad Bo^r, Thomas Poor, Martin White^ RichMd 8bee» 
Aftfiint>ritMRm, Nicholas Baown, MiduKil WUte, JohnMcMi, 
Imd LawrtMe M omn, all* of Kilbride aibresaidy with mai^ 
tiAers, whose names examinant did not Imow, thou|^ thdr 
fsees were familiar to Urn i he was conducted from thence ta 
tte ftbel camp atCarridUiyme, insakl county, and in theafter* 
BKMk df the sttma 4mf ww farou^ ^ Mr* King'a honst at 
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StttUabogtte; th(tt he waa introduced into a room wliere he aaW 
Bagenal Harvey, of Bargy-Casde, Esquire t William DevereuXf 
of Taghmon; Francis Breen; Nicholas Sweetman, of New- 
BaWn; with ft few more whom he did not knowy but belieres 
that John Coklough, Esq. of Ballyteiguey and a son of William 
Devereux aforesaid, were of the number; that he was closely 
examined by Bagenal Harrey as to the state of Boss and Dun-^ 
cannon forty and whedier he was an orange man or a umtecl 
man; that the said Bagenal Harvey pressed him to take the 
united roan's Oath, and become one of their community ; that 
at last he obtained a pass fix^m said Bagenal Harvey^ with 
which he came as £ir as Bryanstown, where he was stopped by 
the rebel guard stationed there ; that he was conducted bach 
again to GoUopswell, where he met with said Bagenal Harvey 
and said Nicholas Sweetman ; diat Nicholas Sweetman signed 
the pass he got from Bagenal Harvey befcffo; that he had not 
gone far before the pass had beea taken from him and ton^ 
upon which he was taken prisoner to Scuilabogue house, where 
be waa confined till Tuesday morning, with several othet pro* 
testants ; diat about nine o'clock John Murphy, of lioaghnageeTi 
(who had the command of the Bosegarland rebel corps, and 
was the officer of the guard over the prisoners) had oidfised 
ihem. out by fours to be shot by his company^ till thirty^five 
were massacred: diat the spear*men used to take pleasure in 
piercing the vicdms through, and with exultation ticking dietr 
bloody spears; that whilst this horrid scene was acting, the 
bam, in whidi were above one hundred procestants, as esamin* 
ant heard and believes^ was aet on fire, and aU consumed td 
ashes; diat examinant's life was spared because Murphy knew 
that Bagenal Harvey had ^ven him a paas, and diat tluxMigli 
his intercessi(m with Murphy^ Loftua Friftxel waa likewise 
spared; that they were both tied and conveyed within a mile 
and a half oCBoss^ where they met Bagenal Harvey, CoraeKns 
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Gfogan, of Johnstown in said county, William Devereox, 
and many others retreating from the battle of Boss. 

That Bagenal Itarvey ordered the said Murphy to take the 
two prisoners to his lodging at Cfellopswell, where he had given 
a pass to Loftus Frizzel^ but refused to give one to examinaht, 
for fear he should come and repbrt what he had seen and 
heard at Duncannon fort; that deponent heard, and believes 
it to be a fact that said Cornelius Grogan* had the command 
of the barony of Forth rebel troops at the battle of Ross; that 
deponent was taken to Foulke^s mills diat night, where he con- 
tinued for two days under a guard, dressing the wounded; 
that he was afterwards conveyed to Ballymitty, where he ob- 
tained a pass from Edward Murphy of said place, to pass and 
repass through his district for the purpose of curing the wound- 
ed. That he was sent to Taghmon, where the sitting rebel ma- 
gistrates, John Breen, James Harpur, Joseph CuUomore, and 
Matthew Commons^ were of opinion, that he might widi dte 
priest's pass have gone back and remained there; that he 
strolled along the sea-side, till at last he effected his escape 
across the ferry of Bannow to Feathard, on Friday the 23d 
instant, and from thence to Duncannon fort this morning; that 
he often heard it reported^ whilst in custody, ^that John Col- 
clough, and Thomas Macord, both of Tintem in said county^ 
were very active in promotmg the rebellion ; that he saw John 
Devereux,jun.of Shilbeggans in said county, at Scullabogue, on 
Monday the 4th inst. and that he seemed, and believes that he 
had a principal command in the rebel army. He likewise saw 
Charles Beilly^ of Bamer's-igrange, in said county, at the camp 
at Carryckbyme amongst the rebels^ very busy and active to 
promote then: cause. Deponent further saith, that he attended 

. * It has been since ascertained, that, this unfortunate gentle- 
man never acted with the rebels, but by compulsion^ 
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mass celebrated by Edward Murphy aforesaid, parish priest of 
Baimow; and that after mass he heard him preach a ser- 
mon, in which he said, " Brethren, you see you arc victorious 
every where — that the balls of the heretics fly about you with- 
out hurting you*-that few of you have fallen, whilst thousands 
of the heretics are dead, and the few of you that have fallen, 
was from deviating from our cause, and want of faith— -that this 
visibly is^ the work of Gc^ who now is determiht^d that the 
heretics, who have reigned upwards of an hundred years, should 
be extirpated, and the true catholic religion be established.'*— 
-And deponent saith, this sermon was preached after the battb 
of Ross, and that he heard several sermons preached by the 
priests to the same effect; that he likewise heard many rebels who 
had been at the batde of Enniscordiy and elsewhere, declare, that 
father Roche, a rebel general, did constantly catch the bullets that 
came from his majesty's arms, and gave them to his men t* 
load their pieces with. Deponent further saith, that every 
protestant that was admitted into the rebel corps, was first bap- 
tized by a priest; and that every protestant that refused to be 
baptized was put to death: and that many, to save their lives, 
did suffer themselves to be baptized* 

Richard Grandy. 
Sworn before us, 23d Junt, 1798. 

George Ogle. 

Isaac Cornick. 

John H. Lyster. 

John Kennedy. 
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No. TDI^— p. S59. 

THE D£SC£NT MA1>£ BT JAMBS KAPFSR TAWDT. 

JRutlahdy six o^cloci P. M. Swuby^ 
Sept. 16/A, 1798. 
Sir, 
About twelve o'clock a FreAch brig came into this harbour^ 
and immediately landed a number of m^n and officers, Nappsr 
Tandy at their head. They immediately enquired for the post^^ 
office^ and came and posted a centinel at the door to prevent 
my sending off immediately : They demanded (though very pen 
litely) some victuals, with which they were furnished* I had 
a good deal of conversation with Tandy : When they found 
that their friends here had surrendered and were made prison- 
ers of war^ they seemed a good deal confounded; and, after 
taking a slight repast^ re-embarked» 

Tandy informed me that they came on a mere eiperiment^ to 
try Ae pulse of the people, 2bo\xt which he particularly enquiiv 
ed. I reported this neighbourhood, as far as I kndr, to be 
weaned from French principles^ &c* at which he seemed sur- 
prised : he says, the French will never make peace with Eng>- 
and, until Ireland is made free and independent* 

l^ey behaved very politely and paid for all they took* 

The brig they came in, is called the Anacreon, about twelve 
days from Brest; they saw several English cruisers^ but out- 
sailed them all. 
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I have sent expresses to BallystumDon and Letterkenny.*— — 
Tliey intend returning to France direaly; they came north 
zhoat by Scotkmd. Enclosed is a paperf A, several of which I 
understand they have distributed ; also a certificate^ Bt signed 
by the officers^ exonerating me from censure for admitting 
them into my house. 

We have not any kind of armed military force nearer us than 
Letterkenny, about twenty five-miles. 

I am, Sir, 
Tour very obedient servant, 
Francis Foster, Def. P. M. Rutland^ 
John Lccs^ Esquire. 



Rutland^ September 17rt, Monday* 
eight p^chck in the morning* 

Sir, 
1 Yesterday (by post) informed you of a French brig com- 
ing into our harbour and landing three boats full of men ; there 
were a number of officers^ among whom was the redoubted J* 
If. Tandy, a brigadier, and commander of the expedidon. 
Tandy, being an old acquaintance, was communicative ; he sayt, 
positively, that France will not make peace with Great Britain* 
upon any other terms than Irish independence ; he appeared 
dejected on hearing of the fate of die late French descentf and 
of the discoveries made by Bond, M^evin, Emmit, &c. but 
ssud, they will certamly attempt to land twenty thousand men, 
and perish all or succeed ; he was astoiiished when I told him 
that very few had joined the French ; they took every pains to 
convince the people that they were their best friends, and such 
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stuff; they took a cow and two swine^ for which they paid, and 
this morning, after firing a gun, went to sea, towards the N; 
East* I have dispatched an express, (a second one) to the col- 
lector of Letterkenny and am in hopes diat some of Loug^ 
Swilly fleet will intercept them. They met several cruisers 
between Englind and France, but outsailed them aU; they 
came north about. They were full of arms, the officers of the 
port were detained aboard them from morning (yesterday) until 
ten o'clock at night ; they report them full of arms, a park of 
artillety, accoutrements for cavalry, clothing, &c. &c. They 
expected that the whole county was up, and that they had no- 
thing to do but join their friends ; the natives here aB fled to 
the mountains, and seem not at all inclined to join them ; we 
have not a military man nearer than Ballyshannon forty miles, 
or Letterkenny twenty-five, although there is an excellent new 
barrack here ready to receive one hundred men ; they had a 
great number of Irish on board, their force about two hundred 
and fifty men; and are perfecdy acquainted with the coast* 
Their drift is evidently to encourage disaffection* I was a pri- 
soner in my own house four or five hours, until the post came 
in ; they had centinels on every point of the island, to prevent 
intelligence being immediately dispatched* I am just informed 
by one of the officers, that they were determined to land dieir 
aims here, but upon a consultation, after they found their coun- 
trymen had been defeated, they altered their plan* 

I have the hcmour to be 

Your very obedient servant^ 

Francis Foster, P. M. RtaUmd^ 
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On their leaving mjr house, the genend t(^fff) tQa]c :%SdI4 
ring from his finger, and presented it to Mrs. Foster, as a. token 
of fraternity ^——>thus they cajole and insidiously endeavour tD 
gain the weak and the ignorant, to the total dia^ohitioii of ; vh* 
ordination and obedience to authority,^ without which ^oci«^ 
cannot ^xbt! 

yohn LeeSf Esquire*, 



Papers distributed atnong the inhabitants of Rutland by Napper 
Tandy on his landing there. 

PAPER, A* 

UBEBtT Oft DEATH ! 

Iforthern army of Avengers. Head ^Uart^s, tifie fhm- 

year of Irish Liberty. 

United Irishmen ! 

The soldiers of the great nation }iave landed on your coasts 
well supplied with arms and ammunition of all Jcinds^ with, ar- 
tillery worked by those who have spread terror amcmg the ranks 
of the best troops in Europe^ headed by FVench officers; th^ 
come to break your fetters^ and restore you to the blessmgs of 
liberty. 

James Napper Tandy is at thdr head*; he has sworn tQ l^ad 
them on to victory or die. Brave Irishmen^ the friends of libeitj^ 
havS left their native soil to assist youia recon^ociiiif your 
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ii^bki'; they irHl^brftV^ all dahgers, dhd glory At the sublime 
iSek of cementing yotur happiness with their bloocL 

Frchfich' blood sh^ not floir in vara — ^To arms ! freemen, to 
arms ! The trumpet caQs^ let not your friends be butchered 
imassisted ; if they are doomed to fall in this most glorious 
struggle, let their death be useful to your cause; and their bodies 
serve as footsteps to the temple of Jrish liberty. 

General Ret, 

Jh the name of the French officers and 
soldiers now on the coast of Ireland. 



UBERTY OB DEATHl 

Jibrthem army (^f Avengers. Head garter s^ the first 

, year of Lrish Liberty. 

General J. N* Tandy t6 his countrymen* 

United Irishmen! 

What" do I hear? the British government have dared to 
speak of concessions f would you accept of them 7 

Can you think of entering into a treaty with a British minis- 
ter ? a minister too, who has left you at the mercy of an English 
soldiery, who laid your cities waste and massacred inhuman^ 
your best citizens ; a minister, the bane of society, and the 
scourge of mankind; behold. Irishmen, he holds in his hand 
the olive of peace ; beware^ his other hand lies concealed armed 
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with a poignard* No, Irishmen, no ! you shall not be the dupes 
of his base intrigues ; unable to subdue your courage, he at- 
tempts to seduce you, let his efforts be vain. 

Horrid crimes have been perpetrated in your country; your 
friends have fallen a sacrifice to their devotion for your cause; 
their shadows are around you and call aloud for vengeance ; it 
is your duty to avenge theif death; it is j^ur duty to strike on 
their blood-cementied thrones the murderers of your friends. 
Listen to no proposals. Irishmen wage a war of extirmination 
Against your oppressors, the war of liberty against tj'ranny, and 
iibert}' shall triumph. 

J. N. Tandy* 
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JRutkmd island^ ZOth Fructidor» 

IIavinc landed from (Hi board the Aoacreon (a republicao 
vessel from the coast of France) on Butland ^sUvnd, and being 
in want (for the time) of accommodatioq$) we were. under the 
nece«sit)r of putting tte citisen Foster pp5t-ma«ter q( that town 
or island, under requisition, and prevented him firora sending 
off his packet; we at the same time discharged every obligatioi^ 
and p^d for whatever we took from said place. 

Amiel, coloneiy Tandy, general of bri^ 

aid-decamp du gl. Desjardin gade^ and commander 

of the eocpedition. 
C. Luxemburg, Ret. 

caft. d^artiUir. Blackwell, adjtUant'^ 

^ I»E Due, capitne* general 

Joseph, capt. et aid-de^ 
. cpmp4 



No IX. 

vikegab hill. 

JFacU discovered on the trial of Andrew Farrel, a rebel captainr 
hanged^t Wexfordj IBXX). 

By the evidence of 'VTiIliam Furlong, a protestant^ it appear- 
ed, that he was tak^n prisoner by the rebels on lUlmsun Tues- 
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day, 1798, and conducted to tlie windmill on Vinegar-hill, 
vrhere he saw the Rev. Mr. Pentland^and the Rev. Mr. Trocke, 
three men of the name of Gill, and about thirty more loyalists. 
Farrel had a sword in his hand, and was called captain of the 
rebels. He desired the loyalists to fall on their knees and pre- 
pare for death, as they should be killed immediately^ He then 
seized Mr. Pendand, and dragged him out of the mill by force, 
though he resisted as much as he cckild. lie was instantly put 
to death, and fourteen or fifteen more immediately met with 
the same fate. Andrew Farrel told the witness, that he must 
know where there were arms and ammunition in Enniscorthy, 
and that he should be saved if he discovered where they were. 
He said he would; and on going there, his life was saved by a 
man who had been malster to his uncle. He saw Farrel dis- 
tributing gun-powder to the rebels. He believes that only 
eight of tile persons who were in the windmill escaped 
death. 

Francis Bradely saw Farrel conducting to Vinegar-hill Philipr 
Annesley, a protestant, who desired him to take his watch and 
money, and ^ve them to his friends, because he said Farrel 
was taking him* to be killed; but witness was afraid to comply 
with his requestf 

Henry. Whitney, a protestant, who had been prisoner in the 
windmill, saw Mr. Pendand pik^ to death, and he believes 
that twentyrfive more were put to death at the same time. He 
saw their bodies lie dead outside of the windnull. Mr. Pent- 
land's, «which was naked and bloody^ lay separate from the 
rest. 

When the prisi^ers were desired to go upoa their knees and 
prepare fo? death, Messci. Fentland md IVocke ezpostitated, 
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and begged they might be saved, as they iifcre both clergymen. 
The former said he was a northern man, and had been but a 
short Vime in the country. He then offered his watch, which 
was taken by a man of the name of Foley. 

John Gill, a witness, was a prisoner in the windmill, on 
"Whitsun-Tuesday. The party who conducted him into it said, 
" Captain Farrel (point'mg to Gill) there is an orangeman.'' 
Gill asked Farrel to save his life, as he saw him much in the 
esteem of the rebels. He asked him his name. He answered, 
Gill. Farrel replied, that is a bad name, prepare for des^ 
you have not an hour to live. (Gill was a protestant name in 
the county of Wexford.) John Gill of Monglass was lying 
dead there. A party of rebels, with guns and pikes, formed a 
line in front of the windmill door, and behind them there wertf 
some men on hor^e-back. On being led out, he addressed the 
rebels, and asked them, if they would put a man to death with- 
out a trial ? Andrew Martin, the executioner, who stood inside 
the line widi a drawn sword, cried out, *' Damn your soul, do 
you come here to preach ?'* made a stab at him, and wounded 
him in the wrist. Some of the rebels desired Mardh to stop, 
and asked Gill how he would choose to die ? He replied, as a 
Christian. A man on horseback said, are you a Christian ? He 
answered, that he believed in the Saviour of the world, and 
that he hoped to be saved through him. Martin then said, 
" Oh ! damnation to your soul, j'ou are a Christian in your 
own way," and direcUy stabbed him in the side. He then fell 
on his face, and was stabbed in the back, and beat on the head 
with some heavy instrument. He still continued in his senses. 
His brother was next brought out, and having been asked the 
same question, boldly answered that he would die a protcst- 
smt} on which he was instandy put to death. Witness then 
fymtai^ and continuediiw^siBlc till his wife came §ot him in 
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the evening, and she found great difficulty in saving him, as 
there was an old man wkh a scythe examining the bodies^ and 
striking it on the head of such of them as had any signs of life. 
She took him to the bottom of the hill where, finding that he 
had some appearance of life, she concealed his body. Next 
morning he was discovered by a party of rebels, where he was 
saved by a man who was to have married his daughter. About 
half a mile from the hill, he was met by two men, one of whom 
fired at him, and the ball graced his head and stunned him. His 
wife, at her return, found him again, and from that time till Vine- 
gar*hill was taken by the king's troops, he lay concealed in ditches 
in that deplorable state; but at last recovered,^ and is still alive* 

John Austin was taken prisoner and conducted to Enniscor- 
thy by one captain West, when Farrel was on parade with 
some rebels. West said, ^< Captain FarreU here is an orange- 
man." Farrel ordered him to a rebel guard-house, where there 
were fifteen or sixteen loyalists, and swore that he would have 
them all put to death the next night. A Mr. Robinson who 
was there, begged that Farrel would save them. Austin was 
saved by the intercession of a rebel. John Mooney swore, he 
iiaw Farrel head a party at the attack of Borfis, the seat of Mr. 
Kavenah. That after it, he saw him sworn in a captain, on 
which father Keams, the priest, kissed him. He was called 
St. Ruth. 

David Ogden, a witness, swore, he was taken prisoner by 
Farrel at M/* Wheeler's house, where he had taken refuge. 
He took him and Mr. Wheeler, to conduct them, as he said, to 
Vinegar-hill; but they were released by one McLean, who 
threatened to go to the hill and discover there, that Farrel, on 
the day of the battle of Enniscorthy, disguised in woman's 
clothes, was robbing, instead of fighting the king's army* 
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No. X. 

County of the city'f The examination o£ corporal Sheppardof 
of Dttbliny to wir.3 the Ro)'al Irish artillery, who being duly 
« worn on the Holy Evangelists, niaketh oath and s^th: That 
be this examinant^ when on Iiis n?arch with a detachment of 
mHitia of the Meath regiment from Duncannon Fort, to tbe 
town, of Wexford, was taken prisoner on the thirtieth day of 
May last, at a place called the mountain of Forth within three 
miles of Wexford aforesaid, together with two howitzers, and 
nine privates belonging to the said Royal Irish artillery^ by a 
numerous body of rebels, who w^^ encamped on the said 
mountain* Examinant sddi, that as doon aa the said rebds 
had made him and liis comrades prifioners, they were going to 
put them to death j but that previous tQ their doing so^ one of 
the said rebels asked them what religion they were of; and that 
a private of the said royal Irish artillery, whose name is Pat- 
rick Dungaxmouf replied, that they were all Boman catholici, 
though examinant saith, that he and five more of his said com- 
rades were, proteatants. Examinant saith, he is convinced in 
his mind, that the said rebels would have put the whole of aaid 
party instantly to death, but that they believed ^ty w^re Bo* 
man catholics. Examinant suth, that he and his oomrades 
were conduaed as prisonei-s to Wexford, on. die said thirtieth 
of May, and put into^ prison ; but that he-this examinatu and his 
comrades were committed to differ^t apartmeots* Excuttkusic 
ssuth, that while a prisoner at Wexford^ he i^a^ takfin out into 
a small square in tbe gaol to be shot, and th^ on bong 
placed against a wall in said square, they &e 9aid rebel 
burned priming four dmes at examiaant with a Jimskci; 00, 
which father John Murphy, a priest, who had entered the said 
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gaol, ctied out aloud, that he tlus examinant had longer to live; 
and at the same dme, the aaid priest said, ^ Let the headien g^ 
back to prison, and be damned*'' Examinant saith, ^t wh^e 
he and his comrades were in prison, the rebel guards who were 
placed over them, frequendy attempted t6 break open the doors 
of the place where they were confibed, with an intent, as the said 
rebel guards declared, to murder examinant and his comrades, 
having often declared that they would not stand as guards over 
heretics; and that the officers of the said rebels widi the great* 
est difficulty prevented the ssdd rebels from putdng them to 
death. Examinant saith, that during ten dajrs that he and his 
comrades were confined in Wexford, they received no other 
fbod but (Potatoes and water; and c^ wbldk they got but one 
meal in twenty-four hours. Examinant saith, that during lua 
confinement, die said rebels took out ma^ prisoners to execute 
them; and examinant verily believes they were put to deadly 
as the said prisoners never returned to the prison; and he diis 
examinant was informed that they had been shot or put to death 
widi pikes in the BuH-ring, or in some odier part of the town. 
Examinant saith, that he and his comrades were asked to serve 
in die rebel' army by one captain Dixon, and by one Roche the 
brother-in-ia^ of said Dixon, who wore two epaulettes, and 
passed for a rebel general; and that ssud Dixon and Roche 
promised examinant and his comrades commissions in die rebd 
army, and estates in some time, if they would serve in said 
army. Examinant saith, that he and his comrades, well know- 
ing that they had no other way of making their escape from 
We^cford, complied with the desire of said Dixon, and the said 
Boche. Examinant saith, that he, and three of his comrades 
were conducted by the said rebel general Roche to the rebel camp 
of Gorey, near the town of Gorey, in the county of Wexford, on 
or about the eleventh day of June last, where examinant found 
three of his said comrades before him in said camp^ and some sol* 
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ditn of the Meath and Antrim reg^cnts who ba4 bete taken pri- 
soners. Examinant saith, that on the morning of the day that the 
ssdd rebels marched from the said camp to attack the town of Ark- 
low, one Murphy a priest, who was killed at the battle of Ark* 
low that day, mounted on a car, and pre^hed a sermon of ex- 
hortation to the said rebels, in which the said Murphy assured 
the said rebels that they were fighting in the cause of Gkxl; 
that the more of the heathens (meaning the king^s army) diey 
would kill, the sooner they would go to heaven; and that if any 
of them died in batde» they would be sure of immediate salva:* 
tioni that said Murphy took some bullets out of hb pockets^ 
shewed them to the rebels, ^d assured them, that they had hk 
him at the battle of Gx)rey, in diiferent parts of bis body and 
Umbs^ and that they could not do him any injury. That said 
Murphy said further in said sermon, that he would take the 
gravel off the road and throw it at the heretic and that he 
could kill them with it. Examinant saith, that another prieft 
of the name of Dixon declared to the rebel general Roche, that 
they would take the town of Arklow in half an hour; that dien 
they would be joined by twenty thousand men; and that thqr 
would proceed to Wicklow, and from thence to DuUhu Ex- 
aminant saith, that said rebels wherever they marched^ put to 
death such protestants as fell into their hanc^s; saying often ob 
such occasions^ that the kingdom was their own, and that thera 
should be but one religion. Examinant saith, that said rtbdz 
on their arrival at Gorey aforesaid, and just after the battle of 
Arklow, put many protestants to death, though they had a^ved 
with the said rebds in saidbatde; and th^ when, they were 
on the point of executing, one Walker a blacksmith^ scHne of 
fiud rebels pleaded in hb favour, having said, that he had made 
many pikes, and fought well with them ; but that father John 
Murphy said, that if there was but one drop of protestantUood 
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in a family^ they ought to put that family to death ; and that 
8idd Walker was acconfingly put to death. Examinant saith, 
he repaired with the "iisud rebels from Gorey, to a place, to the 
best of ezaminant's recollection, called Limbrickf from thence, 
to nnnnehely, and bom thence to Camew, and from thence to 
Tmegar-hill; and that said rebels in their march from Gorey 
to Yinegar hill aforesaid, killed all the protestants they could 
get into their custody. Informant saith, that he and his com- 
rades made their escape at the battle of Vinegar-hill afore- 
said. . 

Akdrew Sheppard. 
Sworn before me, this 7 th of September, 1798. 

Thomas Fleming, hrd mayor of the city of Dublin. 

We, the undersigned officers of the Royal Irish ardllery, do 
c^rdfy that Andrew Sheppard, a corporal in the said corps, is 
a man of an honest fiur character, and that he is to be credited 
on his oath. September fourteenth, 1 798. 

J. Straton, cohnei commandant^ Heutenant-generaly 
BicBARD Bettesworth,- colonel commandant^ ma- 

jor-generalj 
H. Snetd, major. Royal Irish Artillery^ 
John Pratt, Reutenant-colonel^ colonel brevet^ 
W. Wright, lieutenant'colonelf 
J. D. Arabin, lieutenant<oloneL 
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No XL 

GENE&AL HVMB£RT*8 LETTER TO THE BISBOi^ OF KILLALLA. 

«< Hcner^ October 26, i798. 
"My Lord, 
*< Being on the point of returning to France, I think tt my 
duty to testify to you die extraordinary esteem with wUch your 
conduct has always inspired me. Since I have had the good 
fortune of being acquainted with you, I have alwa^ regretted 
that the chance of war, and my duty as a military officer, have 
obliged me, in carrying the scourge of war into your ndg^hour* 
hood, to dbturb the domestic hiqppiness wIuchyoi\eii|oyed,aiMl 
of which you are in every respect worthy* Too hapfiy, if in 
returning into my country, I can flatter myself diat I batve ac- 
quired any claim to your esteem. Independendy of odier rea* 
sons which I have for loving and esteeming you, the represen* 
tadon which citizen Charost gives me of all your good ofices 
to him and his officers, as well before as after the reductkn 
of Killalla, win demand for ever my esteeiii and gratitndet 

<< I entreat you, my lord, to accept my declaratioQ of it, and 
to impart it to your worthy family. 

" I am, with the hig^iest esteem, 

**Mylonl, 

*€ Your most humble servantf 

^Hyxbert/ 
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An account of the nam of money claimed by the eufferinff /by- 

oBsts in the different countieo of Ireland^ for their lofsea sue^ 
tainedin the retelUon of ir98f and had before the commie^ 
sionero appointed by act of parUament for compentating 
them. 

£• ^* ^ 

Antrim 1/729 3 4| 

Callow 24854 14 7 

Cavan ...... 61 16 9 

Code 2501 14 11| 

Oare ••••.•• 856 9 11| 

Down 12129 — 8 

Dublin • 25829 16 «-»| 

Oalway 4814 -« % 

Kerry 149 4 3| 

KUdare 97090 2 11 

mikenny 27552 • 9| 

King's county 2461 19 f 

lamerick .•.%... 229A 

Londondeny 7 19 5 

Leitrim 2316 19 1| 

Longford • . • . • 1046 14 10} 

Mayo 120553 11 4} 

Meath 14597 9 ^ 

Queen's County • • • • • 1586 9 3{ 

Roecommon 325 19 7 

Sligo • • • • • • • 15769 14 9{ 

Tipperary • • . . . 1577 9 S 

Waterfbrd 1321 18 9 

Westmeath 2808 13 4 

Wexford 515191 8 5 

Wicklow . • . .• • 130379 17 O 

Total ^ 1023337 4 " 
THE END. 
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